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1. Name of Property

historic name  The Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 42 QOcean Avenue N /A | not for publication

city, town  Qak Bluffs Martha's Vineyard N A | vicinity

state Massachusetts code 025 county Dukes code 007 zip code 02557

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
E] public-local [:] district 2 buildings
[:] public-State I:] site sites
l:] public-Federal E] structure structures
[ ] object objects
2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [:] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property Dmeets [:]does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.

QLA T aimMace MNae, 1190
Signature of certifying official Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Date Commission;
State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]does not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

ntered in the National Register. / N m
See continuation sheet. y 2 '(' .4 N 5 /0~ 22~ 90
/[ U

[ ]determined eligible for the National
Register. []see continuation sheet. {

[:]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[Jother, (explain:)

W Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Tucker Cottage, Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts

Historic Funqt?onsz (entpr categories from instfuctions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestj:i;(; : Single Dwelling ! ( 3 Domestic: Multiple Dwelling
Domestic: Secondggy Structufe' Domestic: Secondary Structure

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation ____Cast Stone and Brick
Late Victorian: Queen Anne walls ___Wood: Weatherboard and Shingle

roof ____ Asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage is located in the Town of Oak Bluffs,
Dukes County, Massachusetts, on the northeastern side of the island of
Martha's Vineyard. The Vineyard is located approximately four miles off the
southwestern tip of Cape Cod. Oak Bluffs, a summer resort community, is
bounded on the east and north by Nantucket Sound, on the west by Vineyard
Haven Harbor and the town of Tisbury (Vineyard Haven), and on the south by
Edgartown. The Tucker Cottage, built in the Stick Style in 1872, was
substantially altered by its original owner in 1877 into a rambling Queen Anne
summer house with carriage barn behind. The cottage today stands on a
quarter-acre lot (70' by 130'), set back from the property line five feet on
the north, south, and east sides and twenty-five feet on the west side, on a
prominent site overlooking Ocean Park and Nantucket Sound. Because the
property borders town land, the setback from Ocean Avenue is an additional
twenty feet. Topographically, the site is flat and slightly elevated above
the Park. Landscaping is minimal, with recently planted low coniferous shrubs
on the north front between the house and the asphalted public walkway which
runs along the front elevations of the row of cottages comprising this section
of Ocean Avenue. Elaborate and eclectic Victorian landscaping, once almost as
well known as the architecture of the site, is entirely obliterated.

The Tucker Cottage is part of the Ocean Park neighborhood of Oak Bluffs, a
residential enclave of large, late nineteenth century summer cottages of
ornamented Victoriana. The street pattern here, primarily curvilinear in
form, is dictated by the siting of Ocean Park, a seven-acre, semi-circular,
slightly concave green space which faces Seaview Avenue and the Sound beyond.
This results in an arrangement of narrow residential lanes forming
ever-expanding crescents around the west side of the Park. The Tucker Cottage
fronts onto Ocean Avenue, the innermost crescent, closest to Ocean Park,
overlooking its bandstand.

Almost nothing is known of the architecture of the Tucker property as it
was originally designed by the Boston firm of Hartwell and Swasey in 1872,
other than its Stick Style aesthetic and its construction cost of $11,000. It
was the second known building on the site, presumably replacing an earlier one
built by Dr. Tucker when he first took up summer residence in Oak Bluffs
immediately after the Civil War. The cottage today demonstrates the extensive

See continuation sheet
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The first story of the center section of the north facade is glazed:
double-leaf doors at either end flank four abutting windows in the middle.
Above the center section's first story is a shed roof, intersected over the
doors by gable-end hoods supported on large braces and decorated in their
gable ends with diaperwork surrounding a central rondel. On the second story
is a three-bay open porch set within the mass of the house: a double-leaf
door is located in the easternmost bay of the south wall; windows are in the
east and west walls and the other bays of the south wall. On the north
facade, the eastern projecting pavillion has open porches on the first and
second story and double-leaf glazed doors centered on both stories. Centered
above the doors on the second story is an oculus. The first-story porch,
which wraps around the northwest corner of the building and extends along the
east wall, is covered by a shed roof. The low balustrade of the first-story
porch is partially filled with flat, pierced geometrical-pattern panels. The
second-story porch has an open latticework balustrade, and its upper section
includes decorative trusswork similar to the roof structure of the belvedere,
including king post, collar beam, queen posts, arched braces, and hammerbeams.

The east elevation of the main block of the building has a full-width
first-story porch, a continuation of that on the east elevation of the facade,
a chimney near its center, and a tower that breaks from the mass of the house
near the north end of the second story. Windows flank the chimney on the
first story, and a window is south of the chimney on the second story. The
common-bond brick chimney (believed to be original to 1877), which breaks
through the gabled dormer, tapers above the porch roof; at its cap is a low
gable above two rectangular openings on the east and west sides. The
semi-octagonal tower has narrow, one-over—one, double-hung sash windows in the
southeast, east, and northeast walls; arched braces with quatrefoil motifs
support the soffit of the steep, flaring pyramidal roof. The south elevation
of the main block has paired windows on the first story, a single window
centered on the second story, and an oculus centered in the attic. Above the
first-story windows is a shed-roof hood supported by arched braces. The gable
end has decorative trusswork similar to that on the north gable end, including
king post, collar beam, queen posts, arched braces, and hammerbeams.

There is an ell at the rear of the building. The east elevation of the
ell has a four-bay shed-roof extension the width of the first story. The two
northernmost bays frame a porch, set within the building's mass; within the
porch is a centered window on the east wall and a door on the north wall. The
bay immediately south of the porch has vertical-board siding with two,
symmetrically placed, vertical, one-light windows. The southernmost bay has a
centered, vertical one-light window. The second story of the ell's east side
has two symmetrically placed windows. The ell's south elevation has a
three-bay first and two-bay second story. A full-width, shed-roof hood,
supported on arched braces, shields the first story, which has a door at its

(continued)
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west end and two windows. Symmetrically placed windows are on the second
story. Centered in the attic is a blind rondel. The gable end has simulated
king post and tie beam. To the east of the porch and at the southern end of
the east elevation's one-story extension is a shed-roof bulkhead. The west
elevation of the ell has two symmetrically placed, vertically stacked windows
on the first and second stories.

The garage, twenty-two feet square, was originally the carriage barn. It
has a low gable roof and exterior sheathing like fthat on the main house, save
for the east side, which has vertical-board siding. The south elevation has
two double-leaf doors; each leaf has a glazed, eight-light upper section (with
missing rails) and a larger, match-board lower section with superimposed
X-plan bracing. Centered above the door frame is a square medallion with a
low-relief bust of an animal's head. The west elevation has a window to the
east and a wide, four-panel door to the west; the lower panels of the door
have superimposed X-plan bracing. The east elevation is blind. The building
is located southeast of the house and fronts onto Samoset Avenue. It is
likely that the roof form of the garage is not original, but no documentary
evidence has been found to either confirm or deny this.

The interior of the Tucker house retains almost nothing from either the
1872 or the 1877 building campaigns. The structure was divided into six units
in the early 1930s, destroying the celebrated "open plan” described in early
sources. Surviving interior details include (original ?) soapstone fireplaces
in three of the apartments and the main entryway staircase with pine ftreads
and black walnut rails and balusters.

Webb's Cottage City Directory, published in 1885, cited in H.B. Hough's
Martha's Vineyard: Summer Resort, provides a detailed description of how the
Tucker residence appeared shortly after receiving its Queen Anne alterations:

The architecture of the villa is a combination of several
different designs, so blended as to make a more attractive whole
than had a single style been followed. Broad piazzas, of
elaborate design, with spacious balconies above them; bay
windows, affording a resting place for rare and beautiful
plants; panels in patchwork of cathedral glass in the outer hall
doors; griffins in terra cotta on the pediments that cover the
steps leading to the piazza in front of the halls, and grotesque
heads of the same material inserted in the sides of the brackets
and spandrils (sic) of the piazzas and balconies; the apex of
the roof to the bay window over the park is crowned with a
griffin sitting position (sic) facing the park.

The entire outside surface of the villa is covered with
clapboards, alternating with fancy cut shingles, and the
painting throughout the building is striking and elegant. The

(continued)
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shingles of the roof are dark green, on the second story Indian
red; the clapboards of the first story are of Quaker drab, the
trimmings bronze green, and the chimneys terra cotta. (pp. 188,
189)

On the exterior of the cottage, much of the rich ornamentation of 1877 has
been modified or is missing. No longer extant are the original wood shingle
roofs with iron cresting and elaborate finials; a decorative gable over the
upper porch of the recessed central section of the north facade; many of the
pierced board panels in the upper and lower balustrades; and a first story
porch in the recessed central section. Modifications have been made over time
to many of the balustrade elements on all elevations of the residence.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the
general area (within one mile). Little evidence is also present for historic
archaeological resources on the property other than sheet refuse and limited
trash deposits possibly related to house construction and/or late 19th, early
20th century occupation of the house. Because of these factors, small lot
size (1/4 + acre) and the impacts of house construction on the lot, the
potential for significant archaeological remains, either prehistoric or
historic is low.

(end)



8. Statement of Significance  Tucker Cottage, Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ ] nationalty [ ] statewide locally b, i

Applicable National Register Criteria [ JA [XB [X]c [_]D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ B [Jc [Jo [Je [JF [la

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1872-1891 1872
Health/Medicine 18717

Social History

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Hartwell and Swasey
_ Hammond, J ohn S.

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Built by a nationally
prominent manufacturer of patent medicines in 1872 and substantially altered
by him in 1877, the property is significant as the summer residence of Dr.
Tucker who, in addition to his involvement with patent medicines, served as
Oak Bluffs' most conspicuous host and civic minded citizen from immediately
after the Civil War until his death in 1891. During this period, the Tucker
Cottage was the scene of luminous social events, including a visit by
President and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant in August 1874. The property is also
important as the most ornate Queen Anne cottage in Oak Bluffs, a summer resort
community that came to epitomize the latest fashion in architectural taste
during the last decades of the nineteenth century. The highly embellished
residences constructed then render Oak Bluffs a significant enclave of late
Victorian architecture of eminent artistic value. The Dr. Harrison A. Tucker
Cottage thus fulfills Criteria *. B and C of the National Register of Historic

Places. This outstanding building also stands within a potential district.

As an early example of a planned subdivision designed on romantic ideals,
the community of Oak Bluffs was laid out originally in 1867 adjacent to the
famed Methodist camp meeting at Wesleyan Grove, which was founded in 1835.
That year lay exhorter Jeremiah Pease chose an oak grove near Squash Meadow
Pond in what later became Oak Bluffs for his camp meeting for Island
Methodists. The religious activities there became so popular that by 1868,
camp meeting drew attendees from all over New England who occupied six hundred
tent and cottage lots in that part of the Vineyard. The Island also attracted
visitors seeking respite from the summer heat of the mainland, leading to the
formation in 1866 of an ambitious speculative development scheme unrelated to
the religious objectives at Wesleyan Grove. The goal of the developers was to
create one thousand new houselots.

Within a few years, this resort community, originally called Cottage City

See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References Tucker Cottage, Oak Bluffs., Massachusetts

Hough, Henry Beetle. Martha's Vineyard: Summer Resort. Edgartown, Massachusetts:
¥ Privately printed for Avery's 1966.

Public records at Oak Bluffs Town Hall, Edgartown Town Hall, and Dukes County Registry
of Deeds.

Weiss, Ellen. City in the Woods: The Life and Design of an American Camp peeting on
Martha's Vineyard. New York: Oxford Unversity Press, 1987.

|:] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested HPCA # 11163 MA [x] State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [l Other State agency
[:] previously determined eligible by the National Register E] Federal agency
[:]designated a National Historic Landmark E] Local government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings D University
Survey # [Jother
[:] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Commission

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property __Less than one acre

UTM References

Al1,9] [316:91819:0/ l4ai5l910[31010] 3 ST I I I TR I I O

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o I N I T T O I A o 30 [T I O O T I A O

E] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary for the Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage coincides with that of the Town of
Oak Bluffs Tax Assessor's Lot #4, no Plat # given. The boundary represents the limit
of land that encompassesthe resource and its immediate setting, both at the time of
construction and today. See Assessor's map which accompanies this form.

[ ]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire town lot that has historically been associated with the
Tucker Cottage.

[:] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte _ Mark Baumhofer, Owner, with Karen L. Jessup, Consultant, and Betsy Friedberg
organization _NR Director Massachusetts Historical Commissiddie _ November 24, 1989
street & number _80 Boylston Street telephone ___617-727-8470

city or town Boston state _Massachusetts zip code _ 02116
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and renamed Oak Bluffs in 1907, became a major attraction for the middle
class, often carrying forward the spiritual values espoused by the closely
situated camp meeting, although not formally associated with Methodism. By
1870, it was evident that this new resort borrowed both physical planning
ideals and architectural tendencies from camp meeting for the project at Oak
Bluffs. The buildings and settlement pattern of the nascent Cottage City were
thus seen as an extension of many aspects of Wesleyan Grove.

Robert Morris Copeland, a landscape gardener experienced in rural cemetary
layout and a contemporary of Frederick Law Olmsted, was hired by the
developers to plan the lots and streets of the new community. One of
Copeland's early scenarios for the site (in 1867) called for a seven acre park
in an area near the bluffs, opening the land considerably and providing relief
from the intensity of tiny house lots that were the mainstay of the
development scheme. Named Ocean Park, this green space is today the most
distinctive landscape feature of Oak Bluffs. The 1867 Copeland plan was
amended at least twice, in 1870 and 1871, to incorporate an additional forty
acres purchased by the Oak Bluffs Land and Wharf Company. What results is an
imaginative and romantic land planning scheme that uses primarily curvilinear
forms borrowed from the physical aesthetic of the camp meeting, but translated
into scale required of traditional neighborhoods. Lots in the early stages of
Cottage City's growth are thirty-five by sixty-five feet, and those of the
1870, 1871 sections are fifty by seventy-five feet. Campground lots at
Wesleyan Grove were only fourteen to twenty feet wide. Deed restrictions in
Cottage City further required set backs of ten feet at the front and five feet
at the sides of the buildings, defining the normal relationship of house and
privately owned land to the public streets. By 1870, success seemed
guaranteed for the new community. The developers embarked on an extensive two
year program of construction, which came to include a grand hotel and
non-sectarian chapel, demonstrating an advanced level of architectural
ambition as they moved beyond small cottage construction exclusively. It was
also during this period that cottages on a scale more pretentious than that
seen before were built. Dr. Harrison A. Tucker's 1872 Stick Style residence
by the Boston firm of Hartwell and Swasey was one. Four small, standard lots
were combined into a single parcel of 70 feet by 130 feet, making it the
largest residential property of the time in Oak Bluffs.

Harrison Tucker, who maintained his permanent residence at 393 Clinton
Avenue in Brooklyn, New York, was perhaps Oak Bluff's best known figure from
the time he began his summer sojourns on the Island until his death there in
late May 1891. Prior to constructing his 1872 cottage at 42 Ocean Avenue, he
occupied another cottage on the Vineyard, possibly at the same site. He has
been described as one of Oak Bluffs' earliest cottagers, and a man "whom an
earthquake would hardly incommode, ... the incarnation of passive strength.”
(Hough, p. 186) Tucker was born on 18 March 1832 in Norton, Massachusetts.

(continued)
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After schooling at the medical colleges of Harvard University and the
University of Pennsylvania, he opened a physician's practice of undetermined
specialty and eventually maintained offices simultaneously in Boston,
Providence, Brooklyn and Martha's Vineyard. Tucker's medical reputation is
based on his discovering, compounding, and marketing various patent medicines,
of which Diaphoretic Compound #59 became the most popular. This particular
medicine was ameliorative for a wide range of maladies, from complaints of
nervousness, convulsions, and headache to problems associated with disease of
the gums. Dr. Tucker also distributed other patented preparations, and had a
huge consultative practice, both of which no doubt enabled him to build and
furnish opulent residences and donate generously to philanthropic causes,
especially in Oak Bluffs.

Harrison Tucker's contributions to the community where he established his
summer home were many. In addition to constructing architectural showplaces,
as the resort's most noted host, he "opened and closed the season...and knew
everyone worth knowing,"” often entertaining dignitaries visiting the Island.
(Hough, p.186) He was active in local political and social affairs, including
his advocacy of Cofttage City's secession from Edgartown and as a supporter of
the cause of Cottage City as "the showplace of Martha's Vineyard." He
underwrote the cost of summer programs of brass bands and fireworks, and is
reputed to have financed the construction of the bandstand in Ocean Park,
which he could view from the extensive verandas of his cottage. He was the
co—-founder of Oak Bluffs' Trinity Episcopal Church. As a "lover of good
living,"” his hospitality was almost limitless. On 23 August 1874, President
and Mrs. Grant visited the Island toward the close of the season and were
entertained by Dr. Tucker where they shared a view from a balcony of his house
of the grand exhibition of fireworks and the Illumination, the first of what
was to become an annual tradition. For this event, the residence seemed to be
in a "mimic state of conflagration all evening" with lanterns and colored
lights inside and out. "The whole interior (of the house) was irradiated.”
(Hough, pp. 114, 115)

Here the cultivated life of Cottage City had its perfect
flowering. Here Dr. Tucker drew about him with a sure
instinct all that was consonant with the ideals of his
people and his time, and radiated the atmosphere which was
the essence...of the resort. (Hough, p. 189)

Toward the end of his life, Harrison Tucker was involved in the founding
of two major social organizations on the Island. Both the 0Oak Bluffs Club and
the Martha's Vineyard Club, incorporated in 1886, owe much to his vision of
civic improvement. The Oak Bluffs Club became the scene of entertainment and
companionship for a group of prominent summer residents who were the "gay and
expansive set.” (Hough, p. 194) Tucker was its first treasurer and official
host, welcoming members of the New York Yacht Club on their summer cruise.

(continued)
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Queen Anne modifications made in 1877 and designed by John S. Hammond of
Mattapoisett, Massachusetts. It maintains its 1877 siting and form, but has
lost some of its highly decorative Queen Anne detailing.

The Tucker property includes an asymmetrical T-plan house and a small,
two-bay garage/carriage barn. The house is an irregularly, asymmetrically
massed, two-story, plank frame structure with extensive and elaborate porches,
low cross—gable roof, pyramidal-roof tower at the northeast corner, and
prominent belvedere at the northwest corner. The building sits on a low
rock-face cast-stone and brick veneer foundation. Twenty percent of the house
has a full basement; the rest, a crawl space. On the first story, the wall
surface is clapboard with a four-course band of fish-scale shingles above the
fifth or sixth clapboard course from the sills; below the shingled band are
wide cornerboards, sillboards, and simulated structural posts below and
coterminous with sides of the window frames. The second-story wall surface is
fishscale shingles. Windows, unless otherwise noted, are two-over—two,
double-hung sash. The porches have turned posts and intricately sawn and
carved brackets. The gable ends have exposed, simulated trusswork; the
trusses on the north and south gable ends of the west section of the building
are filled with flat, pierced panels of scrollwork.

The asymmetrical north elevation divides into three discreet sections: a
recessed center flanked by a corner tower on the west and a projecting, gabled
pavilion on the east. The western tower, forty-six feet at its apex, has
porches on the first and second stories of the north elevation: both have
shed roofs, and that on the first is double the depth of that on the second;
centered within the pavilion's north elevation on both first and second story
are double-leaf glazed doors. On the west elevation of the tower are
centered, paired windows on the first story, a centered window on the second
story, and a centered, horizontal, two-light window at the attic story level.
The first—- and second-story windows are shielded by shed-roof hoods supported
by arched braces; the braces on the first story are ornamented with
latticework and diaperwork. The first story of the tower's south elevation
has a window at the west end and a post—and-beam porch at the east end; the
porch has flat, pierced panels of scrollwork in its balustrade and its
valence. The second story of the tower's south elevation is blind; it
intersects with the gable end of the main block, which has simulated trusswork
in the gable end and a pair of windows on its south side. Atop the tower is
an open, exposed post—and-beam construction, gable-roof belvedere. The roof
structure, similar to the decorative work in the east gable end, has king
post, collar beam, queen posts, arched braces and hammerbeams. The west tower
was destroyed during the hurricane of 1938, and was rebuilt between 1984 and
1986 using old photographs for evidence of form and articulation. Not all
original detailing was reconstructed.

(continued)
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Operating on a scale of grandeur beyond the means of its treasury, the 0Oak
Bluffs Club finally ceased to exist, but only after Tucker's death. The
Martha's Vineyard Club, with Dr. Tucker as its first president, had promotion
of Cottage City as its objective. As such, it was the precursor of
improvement societies and chambers of commerce which were to become part of
the civic landscape of so much of early twentieth century America.

The summer residence of Harrison Tucker in the Ocean Park neighborhood of
Oak Bluffs embodies distinctive characteristics of its type, period, and
method of comstruction. It is substantially more grand in scale than those
residences which existed on Oak Bluffs at the time of its construction, and
epitomizes the desire of some in the community to move beyond the middle class
associations of camp meeting and bring to the Island an element of social
ambition and even pretention. In terms of its architecture, the cottage is
the largest and most ornate Queen Anne summer house in Ocean Park and one of
the best known of the cottages on the Vineyard. Tucker was one of the first
to buy a lot and build in Oak Bluffs outside the camp ground. He chose a
prime site with a commanding perspective, facing the Park and the Sound
beyond. Neither the architects for the original construction of 1872,
Hartwell and Swasey, nor that for the Queen Anne modifications of 1877, John
S. Hammond, are well researched figures. In a town filled with ornate resort
architecture, the late Victorian excesses of the Tucker Cottage are
remarkable. As a superb exemplar of the Queen Anne aesthetic, it was adorned
with a variety of decorative wood carvings: 68 lion heads, 60 doves, 2
dragons, 12 falcons, 142 flowers, 4 John the Baptists, one star, and 12 wolves
and goats. Many survive today in the panels of the balustrades on the porches
and balconies and on elements projecting from the face of the building,
testimony to the woodworkers' skill which gives 0Oak Bluffs so much of its
character. The flora and fauna in the fretwork of the Tucker residence are
repeated in a small number of other buildings in Wesleyan Grove and Oak
Bluffs, although in less profusion: two in the camp ground and one residence
in Ocean Park, that owned by George Landers, a furniture magnate and neighbor
of Dr. Tucker's.

(end)



MAY % il ¥
10 T, ele
% : e
M) ’S_«VL 2 ; USE
0‘19 ?’ 5 ¥ 47N ~
70° 35" 0@ - ¢
< ) ON
i > = . i “ ¥\ 9
-~ & A 12 o)
HENER SN /e Z==§%» \ |  UNITED STATES
3| o A TSRS AU PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
§ : )k \ St GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
o, L ST s W +\ East X
E L - kﬂ;\' . EDGARTOWN QUADRANGLE
,S/ o2 5 E N bl e .4 COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS MASSACHUSETTS—DUKES CO.
RN . ~0a . : DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS | 7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC)
. B e 32307 72 74 7 977 —_sionos [Feer IO IR
———-———""\> jﬁ a\ 23 . .
< 14 -
S
HeeeiSom Tucee @ U)TIHéE/": A ; 5 Ly
YQ Ocean Ave, OaK Blutes i V \ .
' NS ‘
19] 364370 1570300 s : B
) @)
27
) 28
\, 7 l* : ' . v\ \ -
N Y DS i e
nk°L ) . / Martha’s //éya " “ 160 000
% O J)Com lub FEET
POAETS 5 1
X ; ) H
4588
C
4g7
CONVERSION
SCALES 3 )
Feet Meters : ////
3T
> :
NS
S
g
B
25’
S
|l)- 4
o e
Z
N
3
Q
T
N
W
2
>
4585 5 .
&4 ¥ "“A B
= = + 5n
L7 _. N - I
3 2500 ; A
e AN : o
3 % 7 S o/ © i
7ooo—§: N : —g; 6%
= 4584 X € \ x_,.‘i‘f?# i
- | |
soo0—_ 1500 S
= )
= >
X
- D
4000—_ 3
=) R
) ~
=— 1000 u
3000 g0 -
800
3 700
20— 600
+ 0
= 400
1000— 300
EakL
T 0 g
0——o
Feet | Meters
1| 3m
2| 0%
3| 9w
il 1. 22'30"
5| 15240
6| 18288
7| 2133
8| 24384
9| 27432
10! 30480

To convert feet to meters
multiply by .3048

To convert meters to feet
multiply by 3.2808

41

481

480

D)

6866 | SW
(TISBURY GREAT PON

478

4577000m N

877
02;)6035' 368 18_0 000 ’_-Eéf . o . . , 370 , . . 32'30/"' . . . ,372 . . 373 . - 374 : 3 75 376 e m'rsn|oa—-eeon.oe|::A;7s7u0n°;:vE,nssrou. VIRGINIA 1979 7002713(]).:20’
SIGALE LS00 ROAD CLASSIFICATION

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey . . ;
5 1 MILE

Control by USGS, USC&GS, and Massachusetts Geodetic Survey * Primary highway, Light-duty road, hard or
N 1000 0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000 7000 FEET ;

Planimetry by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs wE GN ETET 4 hard surface improved surface..
taken 1939. Topography by planetable surveys 1942 lk__{ . }_? R 0 1 KILOMETER Secondary highway,
Revised from aerial photographs taken 1969. Field checked 1972 15% : hard surface.... Unimproved road. . —========
Selected hydrographic data compiled from USC&GS Charts 261 and £BTHILS 181—,:.,,_5 NAT|0NCA?NGTE%LIJ)ETILN\IE:T\I/:‘ALL ID(:T:SEJF . O Interstate Route O U. S. Route O State Route
264 (1970). This information is not intended for navigational purposes DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM IS MEAN LOW WATER

i iecti i THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO DATUMS IS VARIABLE N\
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE APFROXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
10,000-foot grid based on Massachusetts coordinate system, o . THE MEAN RANGE OF TIDE IS APPROXIMATELY 1.9 FEET &
k UTM GRID AND 1979 MAG
island zone ) ) DECLINATION AT cgNTE:%T;cs:ggH i ) QUADRANGLE LOCATION EDGARTOWN, MASS.
loooigete' tiiversal, Transverse Mercator geid, THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS " bt ol ot B e ol _ N4120—W7027.5/7.5
zone FOR SALE BY U.S.GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 ere may Ie pg\gte inhol lzgs W|h|n e th;_. B
Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and field lines where A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON ReQuEsT  the National or State reservations shown on this map — ORIE%;Ig -
generally visible on aerial photographs. This information is unchecked Revisions shown in purple compiled in cooperation with State of I NE SE:RlE:lSQVgM

o ‘ , } Massachusetts agencies from aerial photographs taken 1977 and other AMS 6866 1 NE—
Boundaries in tidewater areas from information furnished source data. This information not field checked. Map edited 1979

by Massachusetts Department of Public Works



MAY 10 1990

9-1
166,000 N
W
- w
o o
S b
X -
9 N~
_/O © ®
BANDSTAND
OCEAN PARK
LprsoN TUcke
COoTTHGCGE
4y ocepnN AVENVE
OAK BLVUFFS
|
!
|
} |
i‘
g
S I NTUCKET
- S OUND |
|
WABAN PARK
N
: :
(©]
= w
= o
] o
; ot
®
, - : \ : St oo | 64 .000N
: 64,000 N PREFARED  BY \ ’ ' : : . - 4
OWN OF OAK BLUFFS : AE
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 8 REGISTERED LAND SURVEYORS : ‘3: 2 : - 9
1071 WORCESTER ROAD, FRAMINGHAM. MASSACHUSETTS & S ;
| STATE ROAD, VINEYARD HAVEN, MASSACHUSETTS | M ASOACHUSETTS g 15 i 5 :i :17 r
: ’ ' PLANS SHOWN HEREIN ARE COMPILED o o &N . arLd)
- FROM AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS, DEEDS , ‘ s i E—g - KLIRAE R L
AND PLANS OF RECORD AND ARE NOT - oo B 264,27 28|29 31
| TO BE CONSTRUED AS HAVING ASSESSORS MAPS = < fpl 38| 37%.36] 35| 34|33 32 REVISION : DATES
| PHOTOGRAMMETRIC COMPILATION BY SUFEICIENT  ACGURAGY . FAR » & > 3\9 40141]42]43 9“35
Lockwooo MappPING INc CONVEYANCES scate 2 2|51 50| 49| 482
i ROCHESTER, N.Y. 100 0 100 200 300 < §‘§ 54 56
z,“, 3 "E!: 100 FEET TO I INCH ::El X 3







L. fwessoy Tuceer (e T
%Z ﬂcsm\/ %&A/df
ﬂ”k 5/”/Fé' /y/

/%(77/5,9,(/ ///407} [I—.éyﬁa.,‘j
Phvregenrnes  floes /958
6/ A/ﬂ;t/ £ §/’ /A/ ERRE

Negrmves aee Wizt /%fz &21#///&/6&

Ldgrrminn) S

MAY 10 1000






Lo Lheesson Tucker (orrge
4 ﬂ[“'ﬁ‘/ YAVEE Zp 7 §-7-1-C-CT /1
Q%t ,5ufffg /94 y

ﬂ/z’méliﬂlféé %(/2 /758
by Dave Sy Pewer

Nek 71280/ / Leonr ) Zpevarion

Negr7ives see wirw /%,e/( 4,,,4///0;%
Ldgarzenn 4

MAY |0 1990






L. [TRLR/ISoN  Jucwél. ( 0T IAGE
47 (hean ///f,w&
ﬂ%« /5/»{&’5/ ///71

4,572/ ,9;; /54/5 & 55;,/,1; / 7r,<)§ y /5»4/7/’{(4575/,(,/ / ﬁ‘>

Lo 706 #8 ArfeD %,f’/z /755
/5/ Diave  Sr /p/g,e,eg

/%Zg#ﬂyfs wisw A, vee &#//%Fgg
44 7€ 7500 | Ay

MAY 1 0 1o0p






Lb. thetrson Tacker Cormge
22 Crena A/fd/dé
e Bourrs K4

Surepsrenn) ievarron
/mrpc,‘m/’//ézj //ﬂ’/k /958
ABY Dipné S7. Lrewee

Neghrives pee iy Mice Baunmrze
LbgpRrrnp, /74

B

Sy N
A S

- w e T o
L L aTY

MAY 0 100N



aX

-

-
£

i




(f s e 7
/e. %ﬂxsm /uceeg 677,446

# ﬂafm/ ven'd e

COhe Buurrs /7
Wesy Lrevprn [7;”%)

o7z GEAPHED %,e/; /9 5

5 /V A /i/;’;é S;' /A/E,é’té

/%46’7 WES ALE Wi /A,f’,e gﬂ/f‘///aféé
Logrerud  fyg

MAY 1 0 1990



I < &
L AR ]
o086

PO 1

M

Tl 1L

-
|

M

. Y4dditasiiig,

30403344,y



Ae_ %ﬂt/ém’ fu(zgg [ 4{77/45—

A Orenn /%?,w{é T
ﬁqz 51«#'5/ Vil

\S;ﬂﬂ/ff,{/ ,561/,4774.,1/

A//afa&ﬂ@//@ Aoen /768
ﬁ/ A/mvé Sr A!f/’é

NMegrmves aee wim /%oez gﬂ/ﬁ//}aﬁﬂe
Edgpkronh | /54

MY 10 o



- /.- '.'

A
A

A

|/ N N

|

Y N

—
—_—
i~

r

i
y W N NN
¥ N N N N

by



DR [f1A€£15ep  JucrEir {27‘/,165
12 Creny %ﬁw/b
Che 51////5/ A4

/At,é/,;gf %{155 é)ﬂ//;ws é’t/ﬂ/éﬁsfét’,{/ )/ éu) oF Jﬂff

“HeroGEA AHED Soe,, /958
By dipye S7 el

Negrmies nee wim Foee /Pummree
Edgr8 Tm0e) W4

17 187 AT S ,_1_-_.
i 1J%2 L™2 4 L

MAY | 0 foon






Lo Lpeerson Tucece Corrage
74 ﬂcem/ VEN U £
Ohe DBrures M.

/%,f;;z/mé s7zes Lievation

ﬂﬁmmﬂﬁﬁj V/rm /fo
5/ Dime S5 Deeee

Mgﬂﬂ VES ARE WiTH /e 57#////&/{/{,
,[A;ic Gy 4

MAY 10 joqp



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY Tucker, Dr. Harrison A., Cottage
NAME :

MULTIPLE
NAME :

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Dukes

DATE RECEIVED: 1407713 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/23/13

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000678

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: _N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

OTHER: / N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUE N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:
CoO WAIVER: N

ACCEPT ____ _RETURN __ REJECT Z 2‘; ’/(%ATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS :

Additional Documentation Approved

RECOM. /CRI AE /777

REVIEWER DISCIPLINE

TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.

N
N
N



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 26, 2012

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or
assigning a precise addresses where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have
notified us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, wrltlng to request technical corrections in
the National Register records for the following: ~

Bedford (Middlesex County)
Page; Christopher House, First Period Buildings of E. Mass NRTRA/IND—new address is 2
Meyers Lane (formerly 50 Old Billerica Road)

Brewster (Barnstable County)
Old Higgins Farm Windmill, NRIND 6/10/1975—new address is 51 Drummer Boy Road
(formerly, off Lower Road

Brookline (Norfolk County)
Brookline Town Stable, Brookline MRA 10/17/1985—new address is 235 Cypress Street
(formerly 237)

Orrock, Rev. John House, Brookline MRA/IND 10/17/1985—new address is 64 Winchester
Street (formerly 68)

Haverhill (Essex County)
John Greenleaf Whittier Homestead, NRIND 7/30/1975—correct address is 305 Whittier Road
(had been incorrectly reported as 105 Whittier Road)

Oak Bluffs (Dukes County)
Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage, NRIND 10/22/1990—new address is 61 Ocean Avenue
(formerly 61 Circuit Avenue)

Wellesley (Norfolk County)
Eaton Moulton Mill, NRIND 5/13/76—new address is 35 Walnut Street (formerly 37)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhce



Westborough (Worcester County)
Fisher, Nathan A. House, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/ 1994—new address is 34 West

Main Street (formerly Turnpike Road) 6@% l€ 7q
Maples Cottage, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/1994—new address is 155 Qak Street

(formerly Oak Street) %@ o | 6 & ( ﬂ/{

Sincerely,

%w@] W/L ,
Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission




National Register of Historic Places

Archivist note to the record

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION

PROPERTY Tucker, Dr. Harrison A., Cottage
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Dukes

DATE RECEIVED: 3/07/90 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 10/22/90
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000678

NOMINATOR: STATE

DETAILED EVALUATION: Y / ;7/
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT /é VZ quATE
/ / /

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

&/ Lk -
DATE r /70— o?& 70 M%

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y(ﬁbsee attached SLR Y(ﬁD
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March 12, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.0. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms:
-Harrison A. Tucker Cottage, 42 Ocean Avenue, Oak Bluffs, (Dukes County),
Massachusetts.

-Union Chapel, Oak Bluffs, (Dukes County), Massachusetts

Both have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached
to the nomination form.

Sincerely,

-

{7 [ 4 . i 1 y
/Ix,".' {L’\ /"fﬂ ,‘ " L/(_C‘ (]Y/_ [&L(_V/}‘f
Betsy Friedberg U
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure:

BF/cd

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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NPS Form 10-800 OMB No. 10240018

(Rev. 8-86)

<)

Uni_ted States Dep_artment of the Interior s 8
National Park Service MAR 2 §1990°

National Register of Historic Places p—
Registration Form :E‘Gm;;

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking ““x’’ in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “‘N/A’ for “‘not applicable.”” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

N

1. Name of Property

historic name  The Dr. Harrisom A. Tucker Cottage
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number 42 Ocean Avenue N/A_| not for publication

ity, town ; N /A ] vicinity

county Dukes code 007 zipcode (2557

3. Classification
Ownership of Property of Property Number of Resources within Property
[X] private Contributing Noncontributing
] public-local i 2 buildings
[ public-State s sites

[:] public-Federal D stri structures

(] object objects
2 Total
Name of rela}t]elcfA multiple property listing: ‘ Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register ___ Q0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation A
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the d

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and profes LE ments set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my o&nion, the property Dmeets Ddoes not meet the National RegiRg e egucontinuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Executive Director, Massachusetts Hi
State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

Date Commission;

pity L | meets [_Idoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_]See continuation sheet.
88 ol
Signature of commenting IiStNer official =

In my opinion, the:

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is; -
[Jentered in the National Register.
[]see continuation sheet. = '~ .
[C] determinied eligible for the National - S
Register. || See continuation sheet. i dno N
[] determined not eligible for the - ; a '
National Register.

[Jremoved from the National Register.
E] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper: Date of Action



6. Function or Use Tucker Cottage, Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts

Historic Functions » (enter categories from instguctions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic: Single Dwelling ; ; 3 Domestic: Multiple Dwelling
Domestics Secong%ry Structufe* Domestic: Secondary Structure
L ADITAK
azrppan

7. Description

Architectural Qlassification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _____Cast Stone and Brick

Late Victorian: Queen Anne walls ___Wood: Weatherboard and Shingle

roof ____Asphalt

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Dr. Harrison A
Dukes County, Massac
Martha's Vineyard.

er Cottage is located in the Town of Oak Bluffs,
n the northeastern side of the island of
ard is located approximately four miles off the

southwestern tip of CapefCod. Oak Bluffs, a summer resort community, is
bounded on the east and @o Nantucket Sound, on the west by Vineyard
Haven Harbor and the town u Vineyard Haven), and on the south by
Edgartown. The Tucker Cot b - in the Stick Style in 1872, was

substantially altered by its or owner in 1877 into a rambling Queen Anne
summer house with carriage ba d. o The cottage today stands on a

quarter—acre lot (70' by 130'), sq€ b om the property line five feet on
the north, south, and east sides a ive feet on the west side, on a
N,

prominent site overlooking Ocean Par cket Sound. Because the
property borders town land, the setback f OM)an Avenue is an additiomnal
twenty feet. Topographically, the site flagfand slightly elevated above

the Park. Landscaping is minimal, with rec ted low coniferous shrubs
on the north front between the house and the a d public walkway which
runs along the front elevations of the row of gttt gomprising this section
of Ocean Avenue. Elaborate and eclectic Victori
well known as the architecture of the site, is enti

The Tucker Cottage is part of the Ocean Park neighborhood of Oak Bluffs, a
residential enclave of large, late nineteenth century summer cottages of
ornamented Victoriana. The street pattern here, primarily curvilinear in
form, is dictated by the siting of Ocean Park, a seven-acre, semi-circular,
slightly concave .green space which faces Seaview Avenue and the Sound beyond.
This results in-sm arrangement of narrow residential lanes forming
ever-expanding e¢gescents around the west side of the Park. The Tucker Cottage
fronts onto Oceam Avenue, the innermost crescent, closest to Ocean Park,
overlooking its bandstand.

Almost nothing is known of the architecture of the Tucker property as it
was originally designed by the Boston firm of Hartwell and Swasey in 1872,
other than its Stick Style aesthetic and its comstruction cost of $11,000. It
was the second known building on the site, presumably replacing an earlier one
built by Dr. Tucker when he first took up summer residence in Oak Bluffs
immediately after the Civil War. The cottage today demonstrates-the extensive

[X] see continuation sheet
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Queen Anne modifications made in 1877 and designed by John S. Hammond of
Mattapoisett, Massachusetts. It maintains its 1877 siting and form, but has
lost some of its highly decorative Queen Anne detailing.

The Tucker property includes an asymmetrical T-plan house and a small,
two-bay garage/carriage barn. The house is an irregularly, asymmetrically
massed, two-story, plank frame structure with extensive and elaborate porches,
low cross—gable roof, pyrgmidal-roof tower at the northeast corner, and
prominent belvedere at 4 E porthwest corner. The building sits on a low

rock-face cast-stone j veneer foundation. Twenty percent of the house
has a full basement a crawl space. On the first story, the wall
surface is clapboard wit our-course band of fish-scale shingles above the

fifth or sixth clapboardico rom the sills; below the shingled band are
wide cornerboards, sillb®a d sjmulated structural posts below and
coterminous with sides of Rge d frames. The second-story wall surface is
fishscale shingles. Windows$ s gtherwise noted, are two—over-two,

double-hung sash. The porches rned posts and intricately sawn and
carved brackets. The gable end sed, simulated ftrusswork; the
trusses on the north and south ga the west section of the building
are filled with flat, pierced panels rodwork.

The asymmetrical north elevation divi inj® three discreet sections: a
recessed center flanked by a corner tower on t and a projecting, gabled
pavilion on the east. The western tower, fo#Cy et at its apex, has
porches on the first and second stories of the levation: both have
shed roofs, and that on the first is double the on the second;
centered within the pavilion's north elevation on b and second story
are double-leaf glazed doors. On the west elevation e tower are
centered, paired windows on the first story, a centereq@/window on the second
story, and a centered, horizontal, two-light window at the attic story level.
The first- and second-story windows are shielded by shed-roof hoods supported
by arched braces; the braces on the first story are ornamented with
latticework and diaperwork. The first story of the tower's south elevation
has a window at the west end and a post—and-beam porch at the east end; the
porch has flat, pierced panels of scrollwork in its balustrade and its
valence. The second story of the tower's south elevation is blind; it
intersects with the gable end of the main block, which has simulated trusswork
in the gable end and a pair of windows on its south side. Atop the tower is
an open, exposed post—and-beam construction, gable-roof belvedere. The roof
structure, similar to the decorative work in the east gable end, has king
post, collar beam, queen posts, arched braces and hammerbeams. The west tower
was destroyed during the hurricane of 1938, and was rebuilt between 1984 and
1986 using old photographs for evidence of form and articulation. Not all
original detailing was reconstructed.

(continued)
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Section number 7 Page 2 Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts

The first story of the center section of the north facade is glazed:
double-leaf doors at either end flank four abutting windows in the middle.
Above the center section's first story is a shed roof, intersected over the
doors by gable-end hoods supported on large braces and decorated in their
gable ends with diaperwork surrounding a central rondel. On the second story
is a three-bay open porch set within the mass of the house: a double-leaf
door is located in the easternmost bay of the south wall; windows are in the
east and west walls and the other bays of the south wall. On the north
facade, the eastern prg ting pavillion has open porches on the first and
second story and dou/#€-1Qf glazed doors centered on both stories. Centered
above the doors on Q story is an oculus. The first-story porch,
which wraps around’ the ES@®west corner of the building and extends along the

east wall, is covered i a roof. The low balustrade of the first-story
porch is partially fil¥ed lat, pierced geometrical-pattern panels. The
second-story porch has anfop cework balustrade, and its upper section
includes decorative truss s to the roof structure of the belvedere,

en posts, arched braces, and hammerbeams.

The east elevation of the ma f the building has a full-width
first-story porch, a continuation thedP the east elevation of the facade,
a chimney near its center, and a towegl that aks from the mass of the house
near the north end of the second story. ndo flank the chimney on the
first story, and a window is south of th® chigley on the second story. The
common-bond brick chimney (believed to be o 1877), which breaks
through the gabled dormer, tapers above the p f; at its cap is a low
gable above two rectangular openings on the ea - sddes. The
semi-octagonal tower has narrow, one-over-one, @sash windows in the
southeast, east, and northeast walls; arched braced quatrefoil motifs
support the soffit of the steep, flaring pyramidal The south elevation
of the main block has paired windows on the first story, a single window
centered on the second story, and an oculus centered in the attic. Above the
first-story windows is a shed-roof hood supported by arched braces. The gable
end has decorative trusswork similar to that on the north gable end, including
king post, collar beam, queen posts, arched braces, and hammerbeams.

including king post, collar b

There is an ell at the rear of the building. The east elevation of the
ell has a four-bay shed-roof extension the width of the first story. The two
northernmost bays frame a porch, set within the building's mass; within the
porch is a centered window on the east wall and a door on the north wall. The
bay immediately south of the porch has vertical-board siding with two,
symmetrically placed, vertical, one-light windows. The southernmost bay has a
centered, vertical one-light window. The second story of the ell's east side
has two symmetrically placed windows. The ell's south elevation has a
three-bay first and two-bay second story. A full-width, shed-roof hood,
supported on arched braces, shields the first story, which has a door at its

(continued)
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7
Sectlon number Page Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts

west end and two windows. Symmetrically placed windows are on the second
story. Centered in the atftic is a blind rondel. The gable end has simulated
king post and tie beam. To the east of the porch and at the southern end of
the east elevation's one-story extension is a shed-roof bulkhead. The west
elevation of the ell has two symmetrically placed, vertically stacked windows
on the first and second stories.

The garage, twenty—-two feet square, was originally the carriage barn. It
has a low gable roof an terior sheathing like that on the main house, save
for the east side, wh vertical-board siding. The south elevation has
af has a glazed, eight-light upper section (with
y match-board lower section with superimposed
a the door frame is a square medallion with a

ad. The west elevation has a window to the
"he west; the lower panels of the door
east elevation is blind. The building
is located southeast of the ho fronts onto Samoset Avenue. It is
likely that the roof form of th ag s not origimal, but no documentary

evidence has been found to either lfdeny this.
The interior of the Tucker house ai ost nothing from either the

1872 or the 1877 building campaigns. The rucjure was divided into six units

missing rails) and
X-plan bracing. Center
low-relief bust of an a
east and a wide, four-panel§ d
have superimposed X-plan br

in the early 1930s, destroying the celebrated plan” described in early
sources. Surviving interior details includ 1 ?) soapstone fireplaces
in three of the apartments and the main entryw rcase with pine treads

and black walnut rails and balusters.

Webb's Cottage City Directory, published in 188 d in H.B. Hough's
Martha's Vineyard: Summer Resort, provides a detailea@escription of how the
Tucker residence appeared shortly after receiving its Queen Anne alterations:

The architecture of the villa is a combination of several
different designs, so blended as to make a more attractive whole
than had a single style been followed. Broad piazzas, of
elaborate design, with spacious balconies above them; bay
windows, affording a resting place for rare and beautiful
plants; panels in patchwork of cathedral glass in the outer hall
doors; griffins in terra cotta on the pediments that cover the
steps leading to the piazza in front of the halls, and grotesque
heads of the same material inserted in the sides of the brackets
and spandrils (sic) of the piazzas and balconies; the apex of
the roof to the bay window over the park is crowned with a
griffin sitting position (sic) facing the park.

The entire outside surface of the villa is covered with
clapboards, alternating with fancy cut shingles, and the
painting throughout the building is striking and elegant. The

(continued)
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shingles of the roof are dark green, on the second story Indian
red; the clapboards of the first story are of Quaker drab, the

trimmings bronze green, and the chimneys terra cotta. (pp. 188,
189)

On the exterior of the cottage, much of the rich ornamentation of 1877 has
been modified or is missing. No longer extant are the original wood shingle
roofs with iron cresting and elaborate finials; a decorative gable over the

pierced board panels
porch in the recessg

(continued)
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Archaeological Descriptftion

No prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property or in the
general area (within one mile). Little evidence is also present for historic
archaeological resources on the property other than sheet refuse and limited
trash deposits possibly related to house construction and/or late 19th, early
20th century occupation of the house. Because of these factors, small lot
size (1/4 + acre) and thg impacts of house construction on the lot, the
potential for signific rchaeological remains, either prehistoric or
historic is low.

(end)



8. Statement of Significance  Tucker Cottage, Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[Inationally [ ] statewide locally b,

Applicable National Register Criteria XA X8 [X]Jc []o

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ |8 [ Jc [Jo [Je [JF [la

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1872-1891 1872
Health/Medicine 1877

Social History

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Hartwell and Swasey
__Hammond, John S.

State significance of property, and j riteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Dr. Harrison A. tage retains integrity of location, design,
materials, workmanship, fee ssociation. Built by a nationally
prominent manufacturer of p ines in 1872 and substantially altered
by him in 1877, the property is idficant as the summer residence of Dr.
Tucker who, in addition to his {1 e eps with patent medicines, served as
Oak Bluffs' most conspicuous host iggminded citizen from immediately
after the Civil War until his death 1 During this period, the Tucker
Cottage was the scene of luminous soci ve including a visit by
President and Mrs. Ulysses S. Grant in Aug 18 . The property is also
important as the most ornate Queen Anne cottag n _Qak Bluffs, a summer resort
community that came to epitomize the latest architectural taste
during the last decades of the nineteenth centunlf. highly embellished
residences constructed then render Oak Bluffs a epclave of late
Victorian architecture of eminent artistic value. rrison A. Tucker

Cottage thus fulfills Criteria A, B and C of the Nat egister of Historic
Places.

As an early example of a planned subdivision designed on romantic ideals,
the community of Oak Bluffs was laid out originally in 1867 ad jacent to the
famed Methodﬁaqnlp meeting at Wesleyan Grove, which was founded in 1835.
That year lay@xhorter Jeremiah Pease chose an oak grove near Squash Meadow
Pond in what became Oak Bluffs for his camp meeting for Island
Methodists. 'ﬂu religious activities there became so popular that by 1868,
camp meeting drew attendees from all over New England who occupied six hundred
tent and cottage lots in that part of the Vineyard. The Island also attracted
visitors seeking respite from the summer heat of the mainland, leading to the
formation in 1866 of an ambitious speculative development scheme unrelated to
the religious objectives at Wesleyan Grove. The goal of the developers was to
create one thousand new houselots.

Within a few years, this resort community, originaliy called Cottage City

Sneontlmauonshoot
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and renamed Oak Bluffs in 1907, became a major attraction for the middle
class, often carrying forward the spiritual values espoused by the closely
situated camp meeting, although not formally associated with Methodism. By
1870, it was evident that this new resort borrowed both physical planning
ideals and architectural tendencies from camp meeting for the project at 0ak
Bluffs. The buildings and settlement pattern of the nascent Cottage City were
thus seen as an extension of many aspects of Wesleyan Grove.

Robert Morris Cope
layoufr and a contempg
developers to plan
Copeland's early scenar

a landscape gardener experienced in rural cemetary
Frederick Law Olmsted, was hired by the

nd streets of the new community. One of

or the site (in 1867) called for a seven acre park
in an area near the bluji¥s ing the land considerably and providing relief
from the intensity of t lots that were the mainstay of the
development scheme. Name ce , this green space is today the most
distinctive landscape featul®ofdPak Bluffs. The 1867 Copeland plan was
amended at least twice, in 187 @an , to incorporate an additional forty
acres purchased by the Oak BlufTs d Wharf Company. What results is an
imaginative and romantic land pla e that uses primarily curvilinear
forms borrowed from the physical ae the camp meeting, but translated
into scale required of traditional ne Lots in the early stages of
ive feet, and those of the
1870, 1871 sections are fifty by seventy- Campground lots at
Wesleyan Grove were only fourteen to twenty . Deed restrictions in
Cottage City further required set backs of ten{e t the front and five feet
at the sides of the buildings, defining the no onglip of house and
privately owned land to the public streets. By 187(
guaranteed for the new community. The developers eif§
year program of construction, which came to include a @fand hotel and
non—-sectarian chapel, demonstrating an advanced level of architectural
ambition as they moved beyond small cottage construction exclusively. It was
also during this period that cottages on a scale more pretentious than that
seen before were built. Dr. Harrison A. Tucker's 1872 Stick Style residence
by the Bostom firm of Hartwell and Swasey was one. Four small, standard lots
were combined Into a single parcel of 70 feet by 130 feet, making it the
largest residemtial property of the time in Oak Bluffs.

Harrison Tucker, who maintained his permanent residence at 393 Clinton
Avenue in Brooklyn, New York, was perhaps Oak Bluff's best known figure from
the time he began his summer sojourns on the Island until his death there in
late May 1891. Prior to comstructing his 1872 cottage at 42 Ocean Avenue, he
occupied another cottage on the Vineyard, possibly at the same site. He has
been described as one of Oak Bluffs' earliest cottagers, and a man "whom an
earthquake would hardly incommode, ... the incarnation of passive strength.”
(Hough, p. 186) Tucker was born on 18 March 1832 in Norton, Massachusetts.

(continued)
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After schooling at the medical colleges of Harvard Universifty and the
University of Pennsylvania, he opened a physician's practice of undetermined
specialty and eventually maintained offices simultaneously in Boston,
Providence, Brooklyn and Martha's Vineyard. Tucker's medical reputation is
based on his discovering, compounding, and marketing various patent medicines,
of which Diaphoretic Compound #59 became the most popular. This particular
medicine was ameliorative for a wide range of maladies, from complaints of
nervousness, convulsionsgand headache to problems associated with disease of
the gums. Dr. Tucker f0Qgistributed other patented preparations, and had a
huge consultative pr; Q oth of which no doubt enabled him to build and
furnish opulent res@fend d donate generously to philanthropic causes,
especially in Oak Bluffg

as the resort's most noted h pened and closed the season...and knew
everyone worth knowing," often faining dignitaries visiting the Island.
(Hough, p.186) He was active in 1 itical and social affairs, including
his advocacy of Cottage City's se Edgartown and as a supporter of
the cause of Cottage City as "the sH Martha's Vineyard."” He
underwrote the cost of summer programs¥®of bands and fireworks, and is
reputed to have financed the constructio bandstand in Ocean Park,
which he could view from the extensive veran S cottage. He was the
co-founder of 0Oak Bluffs' Trinity Episcopal s a "lover of good
living,"” his hospitality was almost limitless. @On August 1874, President
and Mrs. Grant visited the Island toward the cl o] sgpson and were
entertained by Dr. Tucker where they shared a view 8lcony of his house
of the grand exhibition of fireworks and the Illumin sy the first of what
was to become an annual tradition. For this event, th@ residence seemed to be
in a "mimic state of conflagration all evening"” with lanterns and colored
lights inside and out. "The whole interior (of the house) was irradiated.”
(Hough, pp. 114, 115)
Here the cultivated life of Cottage City had its perfect
flowering. Here Dr. Tucker drew about him with a sure
instinct all that was consonant with the ideals of his
people and his time, and radiated the atmosphere which was
the essence...of the resort. (Hough, p. 189)

ce

Toward the end of his life, Harrison Tucker was involved in the founding
of two major social organizations on the Island. Both the 0Oak Bluffs Club and
the Martha's Vineyard Club, incorporated in 1886, owe much to his vision of
civic improvement. The Oak Bluffs Club became the scene of entertainment and
companionship for a group of prominent summer residents who were the "gay and
expansive set.” (Hough, p. 194) Tucker was its first treasurer and official
host, welcoming members of the New York Yacht Club on their summer cruise.

(continued)
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Operating on a scale of grandeur beyond the means of its treasury, the Oak
Bluffs Club finally ceased to exist, but only after Tucker's death. The
Martha's Vineyard Club, with Dr. Tucker as its first president, had promotion
of Cottage City as its objective. As such, it was the precursor of
improvement societies and chambers of commerce which were to become part of
the civic landscape of so much of early twentieth century America.

The summer residence, of Harrison Tucker in the Ocean Park neighborhood of
Oak Bluffs embodies d "I tive characteristics of its type, period, and

method of comstruct is substantially more grand in scale than those
residences which e Dak Bluffs at the time of its construction, and
epitomizes the desire o Ome in the community to move beyond the middle class

associations of camp mgeti d bring to the Island an element of social
ambition and even pretént n terms of its architecture, the cottage is
the largest and most orna n§ine summer house in Ocean Park and one of

the best known of the cott

to buy a lot and build in Oak
prime site with a commanding p
beyond. Neither the architects inal construction of 1872,
Hartwell and Swasey, nor that for t ﬁ nne modifications of 1877, John
S. Hammond, are well researched figu 5 town filled with ornate resort
architecture, the late Victorian excesse Tucker Cottage are
remarkable. As a superb exemplar of the Que aesthetic, it was adorned
with a variety of decorative wood carvings: heads, 60 doves, 2
dragons, 12 falcons, 142 flowers, 4 John the , one star, and 12 wolves
and goats. Many survive today in the panels o des on the porches
and balconies and on elements projecting from the e building,
testimony to the woodworkers' skill which gives Oa s so much of its
character. The flora and fauna in the fretwork of tIN cker residence are
repeated in a small number of other buildings in Wesleyan Grove and Oak
Bluffs, although in less profusion: two in the camp ground and one residence
in Ocean Park, that owned by George Landers, a furniture magnate and neighbor
of Dr. Tucker's.

Vineyard. Tucker was one of the first
outside the camp ground. He chose a
, facing the Park and the Sound

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property ___Less than one acre
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary for the Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage coincies with that of the Town of
Oak Bluffs Tax Assessor's Lot #4, no Plat # given. The boundary represents the limit
of land that encompassesthe resource and its immediate setting, both at the time of
construction and today. See Assessor's map which accompanies this form.

D See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire town lot that has historically been associated with the
Tucker Cottage.

[C]see continuation sheet
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