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Hainan House is a three story residence, frame construction. It has a full, dry, 
usable basement; living room, dining room, parlor, kitchen, pantry, one bedroom 
and bath downstairs with lots of beautiful wood work, bay windows and sliding 
doors. Upstairs there are four bedrooms and a bath. To our knowledge no changes 
have been made in its physical appearance. In spite of its present unkempt 
appearance, the potential for repair and preservation of this residence is great. 
It sits in the shade of three huge Coast Redwood trees and many beautiful plant 
specimens. The basic structure has been inspected and found to be sound.

Architectural Description:

The Haman House in Roseville, California, built in 1909, most nearly resembles the 
large homes built on ranches in the middle western United States during the period 
of its construction. It has the basic form, geometry and scale of the Victorian 
homes of the period, but lacks the ornate curvilinear decoration and exotic roof 
lines that the latter implies. The home displays an elegant and austere simplicity 
in line and material, reflecting a quiet elegance which would not be too out of place 
in the turn-of-the-century railroad man's community of Roseville.

The three story home has a wood shingled roof, with the principle ridge running in the 
east-west direction; gables flank each of the ends, with two additional lower gables 
protruding at the south side of the building. All of the major roof sections are of 
approximately 5 and 12 pitch. Each of the five gables is covered with vertical painted 
wood shingles framed at the roof with wide moulded wood trim boards. Wood gutters, 
running along the carved eave boards, corner and front on the lower portion of the 
gabled areas, completing the triangular frame of the gable.

The exterior walls of the home are of three inch edge-curved shiplap wood siding, 
with 1x4 vertical wood trim at all exterior corners. This use of materials was 
typical of the period, and much of the wood used is said to have been salvaged 
from the railroad.

All windows, with the exception of the small fixed panel to the left of the front door, 
are double-hung, with 6 inch wood trim surrounding. The repetitious use of the bay 
window has added angle and dimension to the shaping of the exterior, enforcing a 
juxtaposition of the angled wall area to the regular organization of adjoining areas.

The architectural feature which most distinguishes the exterior of the house is the 
U-shaped veranda which surrounds the front and sides of the first floor. A curved 
roof line and corresponding curved false-beam area below it at the perimeter of the 
veranda, displays a craftsmanship and care not found in other houses built in the 
immediate area during the period. Boxed-in, routed square wood columns with capitals 
and bases link the perimeter beam to a shelf about 30 inches from the floor. A soffit 
of 1x2 painted wood strips is revealed at the ceiling.
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(Present and Original Physical Appearance, Continued.

In the interior, of major historic interest are the now antiquated formal organization 
of rooms and the angular irregularity of their shapes, based on the extensive use of 
the bay window in the planning. On the first floor, rooms open into each other, 
flowing progressively from public to private; thus, the entry opens to the parlos on 
its right (a door to the dining room is de-emphasized when closed); the parlor opens 
into a living room, which empties into either a dining room or a master bedroom 
with an adjoining bathroom; the kitchen (and separate pantry) are accessible from 
the rear of the dining and living area; a rear screened porch and access to the 
basement are located off the kitchen. Each room is totally separate from the adjacent 
ones, with closable doors at each opening; totally in opposition to today's open 
planning techniques, emphasizing the rigid formality and concern for privacy of the 
period. In the upper floor, a wide central hallway provides access to four bedrooms, 
with a small storage room at one end and a bathroom at the other.

All interior walls and ceiling are constructed of wood lath and plaster. All floors 
are 1x4 tongue and groove hardwood. Downstairs ceiling height is uniformly 9'-5" with 
door heights at 7 f -0"; upstairs ceiling height is 8'-11" and door heights at 6'-6-1/2",

Extensive and varied use of stained and lacquered wood (pine or fir) throughout the 
house greatly enhances the character of the interior. A 9" high moulded wood base 
board is found typically throughout the home. Door and window trim match each other, 
with 9" high head trim handled like a column capital. A decorative moulding strip 
for hanging paintings is found in all major rooms downstairs (height 8'-7") and in 
all bedrooms on the upper floor (height 7'-10"). The glass paneled doors between 
the entry and the parlor are flanked by austerely designed wood columns and recessed 
paneled areas appropriate to the location of bases. A 5'-6" high wainscot, with a 
shelf near its top of two foot wide vertical wood panels, surrounds the dining room. 
A built-in china closet with sliding glass doors opening to the dining room has a 
rear opening to the kitchen for ease of access to dishes from both sides. The 
kitchen and both bathrooms have wainscots of 1x4 vertical boards with a moulding cap.

Other features to note about the interior are the manteled fireplace of beige brick 
in the living room and the sophisticated use of the two pair of sliding pocket doors, 
dividing off the living room from the parlor and the dining room. A single pocket 
door is found between the kitchen and the parlor.
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Roseville is not an old community, but we feel that it is important to save 
something of our past for future generations. Haman House was built in 1909, 
the same year the City of Roseville was incorporated. It was built by William 
Haman who had been employed by Leland Stanford at Stanford's vast wine producing 
estate at Vina and he came to Roseville in 1906 to act as Superintendent of the 
Roseville Ice and Beverage Company. Mr. Haman was a member of our first City 
Council, long time member of the Placer County Board of Supervisors and "The 
Father of Royer Park." The Haman House was lived in by the Haman family until 
May 1968 and was purchased from his granddaughter in August 1974 by Roseville 
Community Projects, Inc. We feel this house is a chance to link our past with 
the present and to build for the future.

The value of the Haman House lies in its planning, displaying the values and 
trends of its period; its special architectural features (i.e. the veranda, bay 
windows, wainscoting, pocket doors); and the tasteful simplicity of its design 
as regards its coordination with the community.



IMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Mr. William Haman is listed in the book "From Trail to Rail" by Leonard M. Davis, 
and in the minutes of the City of Roseville City Council minutes and the minutes 
of the Placer County Board of Supervisors.
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