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REFERENCE _ 

;GS QU.̂ RANGLE 

Z E N 

19 / 345-090 / 4719-410 

Salem 

1:25,000 

JAN I 4 A990 2^1 
FORM NO. 

13 

Town Wenh-am 

Address 75 A r b o r S t r e e t 

H i s t o r i c Name J o h n P e r k i n s House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

O r i g i n a l R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

c a . 1 7 1 0 - 1 7 2 0 

Source ^ ' i s u a l a n a l y s i s 

_ _ F i r s t P e r i o d c o r e / C o 1 o n i a 1 R e v i v ;  
^'^y• 6 e x t e r i o r " 

Architect Unknown 

E x t e r i o r Wall F a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s / s h i n g l e s 

O u t b u i l d i n g s S m a l l b a m - l a t e 

19th c. sma l l shed 

2 - S I - o r V Major Alterations (with dates) 
p o r c h w i t h o v e r h a n g r e m o v e d , open i -
s t o r y e n t r a n c e p o r c h added m i d 2 0 t h c . 

Condition Good 

Moved No Date N/A 

Acreage 

Setting 

". 6.76 acres 

S e m i - r u r a l on secondary route 

to Hami l ton , landscaped p roper ty w i t h orchard 

and open f i e l d - 20th c. r e s i d e n t i a l 

surrounds 

Recorded by _ 

Organizcticn 

Date June 1986 

Anne Grady 

Boston U n i v e r s i t y 
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D^^r^^*,, VI John rer.-iins 
Property Name: ^ouse 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued below. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The James Perkins House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
materials and workmanship i n i t s l a t e F i r s t Period frame which 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. The frame i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a l a r g e r 
number of frames d a t i n g from the e a r l y 18th century i n e x h i b i t i n g the 
meager decoration and smaller framing stock c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h a t 
t r a n s i t i o n a l p e r i o d . The enlargement of the house by the a d d i t i o n of 
a second c e l l and lean-to both w i t h chamfered frames i s i l l u s t r a t i v e 
of t y p i c a l p a t t e r n s of growth i n F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s . The use of 
a transverse summer beam and d i f f e r e n t room depth dimensions i n the 
new p a r t are a t y p i c a l s o l u t i o n s , however, perhaps r e s u l t i n g from the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of timbers from an e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r e . The Perkins house 
also may i n c o r p o r a t e rare s u r v i v i n g evidence of a two s t o r y porch 
concealed i n the f r o n t w a l l ( C r i t e r i o n D). 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The John Perkins House i s a f i v e bay wide clapboarded s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
rear a d d i t i o n s c o n s i s t i n g of a lean-to spanning the l e f t - h a n d three 
bays, a gable roofed e l l t o the r i g h t and rear of the b u i l d i n g and 
another e l l to the l e f t rear. The f r o n t , right-hand p o r t i o n i s the 
o r i g i n a l s i n g l e c e l l house, but the l e f t - h a n d rooms and lean-to were 
added w i t h i n a generation. The e x t e r i o r i s characterized by simple 
Colonial Revival t r i m i n c l u d i n g an open pedimented porch w i t h square 
posts and simply-framed sash windows. The s i n g l e chimney which 
pierces the r i d g e of the roof i s an 1880's replacement of the 
o r i g i n a l one. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period f e a t u r e s i n the form of exposed chamfered framing are 
v i s i b l e i n the l e f t - h a n d room, the lobby, the lean-to and the 
right-hand chamber. 

I n the o r i g i n a l r i g h t - h a n d room, c. 15 square f e e t , there i s a boxed 
l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam. The l e f t - h a n d a d d i t i o n , however, di s p l a y s 
an exposed 7" wide transverse summer beam w i t h f l a t chamfers. The 
rear g i r t of t h i s room i s two f e e t closer to the f r o n t of the house 
than the rear g i r t i n the o r i g i n a l p a r t . 

I n the lobby, the exposed chimney g i r t s , one of which i s o r i g i n a l and 
the other a r e p l i c a , d i s p l a y f l a t chamfers on the rear edge and on 
the f r o n t edge normally concealed i n the f r o n t w a l l . A l a t e 19th 
century photograph shows the house w i t h a two s t o r y enclosed porch 
w i t h overhanging second s t o r y . That porch has been removed and 
replaced by a shallower one s t o r y extension w i t h open porch i n f r o n t 
of i t . The presence of the chamfer on the f r o n t edge of the summer 
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Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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Property Nare: i ^ ' ' ' ^ ^er. : ins 
^ house 

Indicate each item m inveitoiy foim which is being continued below. 

s.o„n .n t.e .,th c?„tu^?U%oS?:?^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ . . r ^ f ^ r ^ t f ^ ^ 

In the a t t i c , roof framing i s composed of Drincinal raf^oT^o o 

? ^ J S a ^ ? : o ' . - - - ^ ^ : ? , r i f l - - ^ ^ j : J a t ^ j ^ e aa.ea 

The c e l l a r i s under j u s t the ri g h t - h a n d room. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

the'p?op:?t'yy'' ""^^ ^"^^'"^ h i s t o r i c a l character of 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The p r o p e r t y , which remains i n the hands of the Perkins f a m i l v w.<= = 
large farm u n t i l the t u r n of the 20th century. '̂ '̂̂ ''""̂  f a m i l y , was a 

REFERENCES 
wSnham Town Records Vnl i ^t.*, u 

supplement:2^3 ' (Wfenham: Wenham H i s t o r i c a l Society. 1930) 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 
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Nomination/Type of Review 

i'-^<-61. Newman—Fiske—Dddge House 

Date/Signature 

^90 
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Perkins, John, House 

F i r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000269 
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REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
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ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 
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N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
_materials 
'descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a ^ 
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context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

; E O G R A P H I C A L D A T A 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


