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Address 75 Arbor Street

Historic Name John Perkins House

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence

DESCRIPTION
ca. 1710-1720

Source “'isual analysis

_ _  First Period core/Colonial Reviv;
NAhye 6 exterior "

Architect Unknown
Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards/shingles
Outbuildings Small bam - late

19th c. small shed

Major Alterations (with dates) 2-Si-orv
porch with overhang removed, open i -
story entrance porch added mid 20th c.

Condition Good
Movaed No Date N/A

Acreage ".6.76 acres

Setting Semi-rural on secondary route

to Hamilton, landscaped property with orchard
and open field - 20th c. residential

surrounds

Recorded by Anne Grady

Organizcticn Boston University

Date June 1986
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The James Perkins House retains integrity of location, design,
materials and workmanship in its late First Period frame which
embodies distinctivecharacteristics of form and construction
eligible under Criterion C The frame is representative of a larger
number of frames dating from the early 18th century in exhibiting the
nmeager decoration and smaller framing stock characteristic of that
transitional period. The enlargement of the house by the addition of
a second cell and lean-to both with chamfered frames is illustrative
of typical patterns of growth in First Period buildings. The wuse of
a transverse summer beamand different room depth di mensions in the
new part are atypical solutions, however, perhaps resulting from the
availability of timbers from an earlier structure. The Perkins house
also my incorporate rare surviving evidence of a two story porch

concealed in the front wall (Criterion D).

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The John Perkins House is a five bay wide clapboarded structure with
rear additions consisting of a lean-to spanning the left-hand three
bays, a gable roofed el |l to the right and rear of the building and
another el | to the left rear. The front, right-hand portion is the
original single cell house, but the left-hand roons and |ean-to were
added within a generation. The exterior is characterized by simple
Colonial Revival trimincluding an open pedi mented porch with square
posts and simply-framed sash wi ndows. The single chimmey which
pierces the ridge of the roof is an 1880's replacement of the

original one.

MAJCR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

First Period features in the form of exposed chanfered framng are
visible in the left-hand room the |obby, the lean-to and the
right-hand chanber.

In the original right-hand room ¢ 15 square feet, there is a boxed
longitudinal sunmer beam The |eft-hand addition, however, displays
an exposed 7 wide transverse summer beamwith flat chamfers. The

rear girt of this roomis two feet closer to the front of the house

than the rear girt in the original part.

In the lobby, the exposed chimmey girts, one of which is original and
the other a replica, display flat chamfers on the rear edge and on
the front edge normally concealed in the front wall. A late 19th
century photograph shows the house with a tw story enclosed porch
with overhanging second story. That porch has been renoved and
replaced by a shallower one story extension with open porch in front
of it. The presence of the chamfer on the front edge of the sumrer

1

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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In the attic, roof framing is composed of Drincinal raf*oT™0 o

?r"JSar?:0" - - MM i B JatMj"e aa.ea

The cellar i sunder just theright-hand room

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

the' p?op: ?2t'yy' ' ""AA ATANE TN historical character of

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The property, which remains i nt hehands of t hePerkins fam|v w<==
large farm until theturn of the20th century. "™WA'™A famly, was a
REFERENCES
wSnham Town Records Vnl i ™.* u

" (Wenham VWnham Historical Society. 1930)

suppl ement: 273

Staple to Inventory form at bottOrn
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



