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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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INVENTORY -NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 

East Third and 

Little Rock 

(Check One) 

0 District 0 Building Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 0 Site 

STATE : 

Arkansas 
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fi Structure 

0 Object 0 Being Considered 

STREET AND NUMBER : 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Pork 

Private Residence 
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in progress 

0 Transportation 

>e9 Other (Spec/ fy) 

not in use 
at present 

Arkansas 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

IX] Restricted 

O Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

n 
0 
c 
z 
-1 
-< 



17 •.. • .•.. ·.·• \ !Jpri >. · ... ,. •··· .. . ·.•· • 

CONDITION 
0 . Excellent 

IKJ Altered 

IXJ Goad 0 Fair 

( Ch ec k On e) 

0 Unaltered 

(Che ck One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( if known) PH Y SICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved [&] Original Site 

Built circa 1899 the Choctaw Route Station served as a passenger depot 
for the Choctaw, Ok 1 ahoma and Gu 1 f Ra i 1 road Company. It is a two 
storey red pressed brick building of recti] inear plan, approximately 
125 feet by 56 feet in dimension. One storey wings with fl a t roofs 
and simulated parapets flank each end of the main part of the structure. 
The station is oriented on a north-south axis with a long covered loading 
area on the east side, and a smaller covered loading area on the west 
side. 

The east and west elevations are organized into three bays, the central 
bay being emphasized by a brick parapet which serves as a marquee for 
the railroad compaoy. This bay is further set off by brick quoins at 
each end~ and the alternating use of segmental and triangular pedimented 
arches over the windows. Three triangle pedimented arched windows 
are located in each second storey end bay. All windows on the ground 
floor have flat arched windows, three per bay. The end elevations 
have four windows on each storey. 

The most significant feature of the station is the exterior embellish­
ment. The entire entablature of the upper storey is made of terra 
cotta. It is exceptionally ornate, exhibiting the influence of 
Louis Henry Sullivan in its floral and fruit embellishment of the 

- cornice, soffit, ane extended freize. The projecting cornice is 
decorated at regular intervals with bouquets, and underneath , by 
muted brackets inlaid with acanthus leaves. The soffit is panelled 
with a floral ornament centered in each panel. A band of egg-and-dart 
ornamentation and dentils complete the cornice. The frieze has been 
widened until it incorporates the pedimented arches of the second 
storey windows. A continuous cornice band connects all of the window 
arches of . the upper storey windows . • 

The enlarged frieze is exceptional in the use of terra cotta ribbon 
and draping fruit band and cartouches. Fruit wreaths with conical 
fruit filled baskets infill the pedimented arches of each upper 
storey window, complementing the ornate entablature. 

The interior ground floor of the main building is organized into five 
bays. A central two storey concourse fills two bays. The restaurant 
and dining hall occupied the two north bays, and a baggage room the 
remaining south bay. The second storey spaces served as general 
business offices of the railroad, as did the one storey wings. 

The interior spaces of the station are essentially unadorne~ . How:ver, 
the original ceiling of the two storey concourse was exceptt~nal wtth 
its caved corners creating a semi-vault. This was covered wtth a 
terra cotta ornamental tile an d heavy cornice. 
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7. Description (Choctaw Route Station- Page 2) 

STATE 

Ark a 
COUNTY 

ENTRY NUMBE 

The internal structural support for the roof and upper floor is 
provided by a series of two storey brick columns nineteen feet apart, 
and brick arches spanning the distance between the columns and the 
solid brick exterior walls. Four of these arcades create the five 
bay interior space organization, spanning the shorter dimension of 
the station. A molded trim is used throughout and walls are plaster 
on brick. 

The station has undergone one major interior renovation (date unknown). 
A new suspended plaster ceiling was installed which lowered the ceiling 
height about six feet, thus leaving it thirty-five feet above the 
concourse floor. Al 1 arch openings were enclosed. Interior trim for 
doors and windows was replaced and plaster caps, moldings and ornaments 
on the arches were removed. 

GPO 921 -7 24 
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PERIOD (Che c k One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian l 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S ) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More a s Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 E ducoti on 

0 Preh istoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Inventi on 

Kl Archi lecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
CXl 

0 18th Ceniury 

0 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/ Phi -

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human-

itorian 

Theater 

T rons portotion 

[iJ 20th Century 

.. 0 Urban .Planning 

0 Other ( Spe c ify) 

During the latter half of the nineteenth century the growth of 
railroads in the United States paralleled the economic growth of 
the country. The continuous . expansion of railroad track brought 
about a corresponding need for more railroad terminal buildings. 
Varying in size, shape and material of construction, these railroad 
stations were built al 1 over the Nation 

Though railroad stations once covered the country, a large percentage 
of these structures have disappeared. The diminished importance of 
railroad traffic. has resulted in the deterioration and/or destruction 
of many terminals. As the number of stations diminishes, the signi­
ficance of those remaining increases. Arkansas sti 11 has a number 
of railroad stations, and the continued preservation of these 
stations is important to bo th the architectural and transportation 
history of the . state., , , ,, , , 

Located in Little Rock's histo ~ i~ Quapaw. Quar~er district ~s the 
Choctaw Route Station. This turn-of-the-century railroad depot is 
one of the finest examples of railroad architecture ip Arkan~as. 

It is a two storey rectangular structure with one storey ~~ngs _ 
projecting from both the north and south elevations. A long one 
storey porch covers the passenger loading area along the entire east 
elevation, with a smaller porch over the entry on the west elevation. 

The most interesting feature of this red brick building is the highly 
decorative terra cotta frieze surrounding the second storey. Inset 
into this intricately adorned frieze are the window heads of the 
second storey windows. Unlike thep·lainwindow heads on the first 
floor, those on the second floor ha~e alternating pedimented and 
segmental arched heads. 

The Choctaw Route Station was built in 1899 by the Choctaw, Oklahoma 
and Gulf Rail road. Th i s railroad amalgamated wit~~y small lines 
in Oklahoma and extended into Arkansas in t~e early 1890's. , Used as 
a passenger station , the Little Rock terminal building housed two 
waiting rooms, a baggage room, restaurant and dining room. 
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STATE: 

STATE : 

STATE: 

Anthony S. Riddle _ and Dianna Kirk, 
ORGAN! ZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 12-1.0~ 4 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

"The Old State House" 300 West Markham ' I I '1 

CITY OR TOWN : 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

,.valuated according to the c-iteria and procew res set 

forth by the National Park Servtce . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State O Local Kl. 

Title -~S~t~a~t:."e::.......!H!:'.l.i ~s~t~o~r__!..Ci c~.!..P..!.r..se;..;s!..!e;<_r!.-v.l!..S!a...J.t~i...!.o!.ln.~.-_ 
Officer 

Date December 10, 1974 

STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NetioiUlll Register. 'I 

~ ~ --· . ~ap a/ ~~ """:===. 
Director:otneeOIA:c~olo~y and Historic Preservation 

ATTEST: 

-(f U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1973-729-147/ 1442 3·1 
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8. Significance (Choctaw Route Station -Page 2) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

When the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad was sold in 1902, the 
Choctaw Route Station became the property of Rock Island Railroad. 
Unti 1 the mid 1950 1 s it continued to serve as a passenger station 
for Rock Island. Now owned by the Arkansas Building Company the 
bui !ding, though not in use, remains in good condition. 

The Choctaw Route Station is an architecturally significant commercial 
structure in the most historic section of the state 1s largest city. 
As a well preserved turn-of-the-century railroad station it is also 
historically significant. · 
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Choctaw Route Station Rock Island Station 

2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY TOWN 

Arkansas Pulaski Little Rock 
STREET AND NUMBER 

East Third Street and the Rock Island Railroad 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE DATE SCALE 

U. S . G. S . 7 . 5 Minute 1961 
Little Rock Quadrangle Photorevised 1970 l/24000 
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Date Entered 
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y.y 6 1975 

Location 
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Also Notified 
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Region 

~ MMott/row 5/9/75 

~~~ 

State Htatoric Pre .. tvati.oa oetteer 
Hr. uu ... a. acleraea 
Di~:ector • .t\rkaud. hpattJiftt of 

lat:b aucl Toud.aa 
State Capitol 
Littla Rock. At'kauu 71201 
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