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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built circa 1899 the Choctaw Route Station served as a passenger depot
for the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad Company. It is a two

storey red pressed brick building of rectilinear plan, approximately

125 feet by 56 feet in dimension. One storey wings with flat roofs

and simulated parapets flank each end of the main part of the structure.
The station is oriented on a north-south axis with a long covered loading
area on the east side, and a smaller covered loading area on the west
side.

The east and west elevations are organized into three bays, the central
bay being emphasized by a brick parapet which serves as a marquee for
the railroad company. This bay is further set off by brick quoins at
each end, and the alternating use of segmental and triangular pedimented
arches over the windows. Three triangle pedimented arched windows

are located in each second storey end bay. All windows on the ground
floor have flat arched windows, three per bay. The end elevations

have four windows on each storey.

The most significant feature of the station is the exterior embellish=
ment. The entire entablature of the upper storey is made of terra
cotta. It is exceptionally ornate, exhibiting the influence of

Louis Henry Sullivan in its floral and fruit embellishment of the
cornice, soffit, ane extended freize. The projecting cornice is
decorated at regular intervals with bouquets, and underneath, by

muted brackets inlaid with acanthus leaves. The soffit is panelled
with a floral ornament centered in each panel. A band of egg-and-dart
ornamentation and dentils complete the cornice. The frieze has been
widened until it incorporates the pedimented arches of the second
storey windows. A continuous cornice band connects all of the window
arches of the upper storey windows. b

The enlarged frieze is exceptional in the use of terra cotta ribbon
and draping fruit band and cartouches. Fruit wreaths with conical
fruit filled baskets infill the pedimented arches of each upper
storey window, complementing the ornate entablature.

The interior ground floor of the main building is organized into five
bays. A central two storey concourse fills two bays. The restaurant
and dining hall occupied the two north bays, and a baggage room the
remaining south bay. The second storey spaces served as general
business offices of the railroad, as did the one storey wings.

The interior spaces of the station are essentially unadorneq. How§ver,
the original ceiling of the two storey concourse was exceptional with
its coved corners creating a semi-vault. This was covered with a

terra cotta ornamental tile and heavy cornice.
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7. Description (Choctaw Route Station - Page 2)

The internal structural support for the roof and upper floor is
provided by a series of two storey brick columns nineteen feet apart,
and brick arches spanning the distance between the columns and the
solid brick exterior walls. Four of these arcades create the five
bay interior space organization, spanning the shorter dimension of
the station. A molded trim is used throughout and walls are plaster
on brick.

The station has undergone one major
A new suspended plaster ceiling was
height about six feet, thus leaving

interior renovation (date unknown).
installed which lowered the ceiling
it thirty-five feet above the

concourse floor. All arch openings were enclosed. Interior trim for
doors and windows was replaced and plaster caps, moldings and ornaments
on the arches were removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the latter half of the nineteenth century the growth of
railroads in the United States paralleled the economic growth of
the country. The continuous expansion of railroad track brought
about a corresponding need for more railroad terminal buildings.
Varying in size, shape and material of construction, these railroad
stations were built all over the Nation

Though railroad stations once covered the country, a large percentage
of these structures have disappeared. The diminished importance of
railroad traffic has resulted in the deterioration and/or destruction
of many terminals. As the number of stations diminishes, the signi-
ficance of those remaining increases. Arkansas still has a number

of railroad stations, and the continued preservation of these

stations is important to both the architectural and transportatlon
history of the state.

Located in Little Rock's historic Quapaw Quarter district is the
Choctaw Route Station. This turn-of-the-century railroad depot is
one of the finest examples of railroad architecture in Arkansas.

It is a two storey rectangular structure with one storey wings _
projecting from both the north and south elevations. A long one
storey porch covers the passenger loading area along the entire east
elevation, with a smaller porch over the entry on the west elevation.

The most interesting feature of this red brick building is the highly
decorative terra cotta frieze surrounding the second storey. Inset
into this intricately adorned frieze are the window heads of the
second storey windows. Unlike the plainwindow heads on the first
floor, those on the second floor have alternating pedimented and
segmental arched heads.

The Choctaw Route Station was built in 1899 by the Choctaw, Oklahoma
and Gulf Railroad. This railroad amalgamated with many small lines
in Oklahoma and extended into Arkansas in the early 1890's. Used as
a passenger station, the Little Rock terminal building housed two
waiting rooms, a baggage room, restaurant and dining room.
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8. Significance (Choctaw Route Station - Page 2)

When the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad was sold in 1902, the
Choctaw Route Station became the property of Rock Island Railroad.
Until the mid 1950's it continued to serve as a passenger station
for Rock Island. Now owned by the Arkansas Building Company the
building, though not in use, remains in good condition.

The Choctaw Route Station is an architecturally significant commercial
structure in the most historic section of the state's largest city.

As a well preserved turn-of-the-century railroad station it is also
historically significant.
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