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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Roland Park historic district is a planned residential
neighborhood in northwest Baltimore. Located north of the
intersection of University Parkway and Stony Run, and south
of West Lake Avenue, it contains 1,068 structures. It
was Baltimore's first residential development where deed
restrictions governed the use of property and established
common responsibilities for the maintenance of the area.
Consequently, it remains today much as it was when first laid
out in 1891. One of the first planned garden suburbs, it
is often studied by students of planning for its emphasis on
the proper use of the natural topography to enhance the
community.

The architecture of the district typifies the romantic
tastes of e turn of the century, with many examples of_the
Queen e, English Tudor, Georgian and Shingle styles.

402 Hawthorne Road is a white frame Queen Anne style house.
Its most prominent features are the tower on the south
corner, rising the full three stories, the irregularly

shaped windows throughout, the large open porch across the
front which wraps around the south side, and the irregularity
of plan and texture.

Another style widely employed in Roland Park is the
Shingle style of which 4707 Roland Avenue is but one example.
Here the gambrel roof is the outstanding feature, accented
on the north side by a pélygonal tower. The structure is of
white clapboard with shuttered windows which form horizontal
bands across the facade at each of the three levels. The
front doorway is set back on a recessed porch whose portal is
placed slightly to the right of the center. Many other speci-
mens of this style are located in the streets to the east of
Roland Avenue which were the first to6 be opened.

10 Club Road is an English style, half-timbered
structure. There are three separate and projecting bays, each
with a gable containing casement windows with diamond panes.
The easternmost bay rises three stories, while the others
are only two. The first floor is constructed of brick
on the ground level and the entire area above is of stucco with
dark wooden stripping. Here, while the scale of the house
is large, the effect of the required set back from the street
can be seen, for the building does not overwhelm its site.
Many of these pseudo-English homes are to be found in the west
side of Roland Park; indeed, the shopping center which was
planned and constructed at the same time as the rest of the

I'The definition of architectural styles is based upon
Marcus Wiffen, American Architecture since 1780, A Guide
to the Styles, Cambridge, 1969.

(See continuation sheet No. 1)

33

SNOI1DONJYLSNI




a " “WNITER STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
= NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland

RECE[WIONM:\FEGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES [SOUNTY
Baltimore City

69)

NOV22 1974 - E_HYENTORY NOMINATION FORM T
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
NAT R ( Continuation Sheet) #1
R DEC-2-3-1974—
¢ mrER s
S /w,/ Roland Park
\\l"\ kvv // L
72! DPPT ON, continued

- Road is an example, with its symmetrical lines, its central

PRl

community is of this type of construction. It is unique, also,
in that its off-street parking area may be the first in the
country.

A fourth architectural style which is to be found in
the district is the modern version of the Georgian. This
predominates in the section along University Parkway, which
was built just prior to the First World War. 307 Somerset

door, framed by pilasters and an ornate broken arch with
elaborate dentils and pineapple, and its chimneys placed at
each of the four corners. The building is constructed of
brick with wooden trim.

A shopping center, one of the first in the country was
included as a part of the plan. Located on the west side of
Roland Avenue just north of Upland Road, the principal
facade was executed in an English Tudor style often repeated
in residential construction. The ridge of the roof which
parallels Roland Avenue is broken at either end by a two
story cross gable with a grabrel shape. In between, seven
dormers (three on the second floor and four at the third)
project from the roof. The dominant nature of the roof takes
ones eyes from the store fronts on the first floor which are
further hidden under the projecting eave of the roof. The
stuccoed ends of the roof curve down from the chimneys in
a manner associated with Jacobean architecture. This same
treatment exists on the Baltimore City Fire station adjacent
to the shopping center on Upland Road.

The only intrusion in the historic district consists of
two gas stations on the west side of Falls Road north of
Cold Spring Lane.

The Roland Park Country Day School and the Baltimore
Country Club, adjacent to the community of Roland Park and
included in the district, do not intrude into the residential
of architectural quality of the district. They are land-
scaped following the overall pattern and contribute to the
character of the district.

While the sturctures within the Roland Park area are of
great importance in the creation of its atmosphere, it is
indeed the setting which occupied the minds of its planners,
Olmsted, Kessler, and Couton, The preservation of the natural
terrain and vegetation, the parklike setting, the woodedpaths
and streets which wind up hill and down, all contribute to
the uniqueness of this splendid garden suburb.

(See continuation sheet No. 2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Roland Park, named for Roland Thornberry, an English
landowner in Baltimore County, had its beginnings in 1890
when William Edmunds decided to develop 100 acres and
invited Edward H. Bouton, a developer from Kansas City,
Missouri, to come to Baltimore. The Lands Trust Company
of England invested a large sum of English money in the

| bold scheme and The Roland Park Company was incorporated,

with Bouton g€ its general manager. Bouton brought in
George E. K&ssler, a landscape architect trained in Germany
and who had worked briefly with the firm of Frederick

Law Olmsted, to be the topographical and landscape engineer.
Kessler laid out gracefully curved streets, paths and large
lots on the first plat of land, lying east of Roland Avenue.
Before the lots were sold, electric lines were installed,

a private telephone company estalished, and sewerage and water
provided--all under the auspices of the Roland Park Company.
Restrictions were incorporated within each property

deed to assure the preservation of the character of the
area. These included provisions for setbacks and planting,
prohibited outbuildings, and stables and required the
Company's approval of all architectural plans. Further,
the residents were required to pay a maintenance fee to
the Company to finance the upkeep of the pblic streets
and sidewalks. These restrictions are still in effect
today and have become the model for similar covenants: in
other communities. The restrictions are undoubtedly the
largest single factor in the preservation of the district.
With the start of the second plat to the west of
Roland Avenue, the firm of the outstanding landscape
architect, Frederick Law Olmsted, was commissioned to lay
out the streetgand plan the landscaping. Thus in 1897,
Frederick Lapy/Olmsted, Jr. took up the planning of the
steeper and more difficult terrain. He created a controlled
natural setting by preserving the steep hillsides, valleys,
streams, and woodlands. Great caution was exercised to
protect the trees and natural vegetation by laying the
roads around them and following the natural contours of
the site.

(See continuation sheet No. 2)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, continued

The subsequent effect is one of a garden community
located within a major metropolis and preserved intact
over a period of more than eighty years.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued

Scully, Vincent. "American Villas: Inventiveness in the
American Suburb from Downing to Wright", Architectural
Review, 115, March 1954. Pages 168-179.

ACREAGE JUSTIFICATION

The 700 acres nominated for the Roland Park historic
district includes Roland Park as it was planned in 1890
as well as its later development. To include only the
original 100 acre tract would deny the history of the development
of the area and its existence as a community. The unity of
architecture, landscape, lot sizes, house placement and
workmanship contained within these boundaries is further
emphasized by the responsibility held for all of this area by the
Roland Park Maintenance Company, descendant of the original
Roland Park Company.
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