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ENTRY DATE

APR 11 BE

Old Tishomingo County Courthouse
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND, NUMBER:

Northeast corner of Quitman apH LJ

Mississippi 38852

CATEGORY 

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

District [? Building

Site Q Structure

D Object

[X Public 

Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

r~j In Process 

[ | Being Considered

[~] Occupied 

X] Unoccupied 

[~~| Preservation work 
in progress

Yes:
n Restricted 

| | Unrestricted 

OQ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 

["I .Commercial 

1 | Educational 

I I Entertainment

Q Government

I | Industrial

D Military

1~~1 Museum

a p<"k
I"! Private Residence

r~| Religious

[ | Scientific

I I Transportation

Kl Other (Specify; 

NONE

I I Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Tishomingo County Board of Supervisors
STREET AND NUMBER:

Tishomingo County Courthouse, Tennessee Street
CITY OR TOWN:

luka Mississippi 38852 28
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COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Tishomingo County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Tennessee Street
CITY OR TOWN:

luka Mississippi 38852 28

TITLE OF SURVEY:

NONE
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal State
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:



CONDITION
D Excellent D Good Fair

(Check One) 

Q Deteriorated

(Check One), 

Altered Q Unaltered Original Site

DESCRIB&.tHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE ^ / >

The Tishomingo County Courthouse is a__two-sfcory, 
rectangular, brick building with a gently pitched gable roof. 

"TITTe"^^!!^^^'"!!!^^!!^^ sixty feet across the principal facades 
(north and south) and forty-five feet across the ends. " The 
numerous window openings are tall and narrow, arched on the 
first level and trabeated on the second. They are arranged 
in a symmetry made intricate by varied window groupings and 
by intersecting horizontal and vertical projecting bands of 
brickwork. Two horizontal bands act as a double belt course 
to mark the line between the stories. Four full-height piers 
divide each elevation into thre£ bays.

On the south facade, each outer bay contains two lower 
windows with label molds which breafc at the impost level and 
continue as a horizontal band to the piers. Just below the 
impost band a vertical band is corbeled out from the wall be­ 
tween the windows and is brought up between the two upper 
windows, and through the eaves to terminate as a chimney top. 
Flanking the upper windows are two other vertical bands cor- 
beied. out! from the wall just below the belt coursea. The 
vertical and horizontal bands intersect below the windows to 
form panels recessed in stages. Below the panels additional 
corbeling supports the lower belt course.

The central bay of the.south facade contains three closely 
spaced upper windows. Beneath .-t^e double Jbelt course is a 
widejllow arch which frames a recessed entrance porch.. A 
double-leaf "dooir "and a'"two-fpalfied_ tr;aiisom..are set in the- tall 
rectangular doorway opening.

;'  :-;. -.'  O ' • •  ,-.. -.  -  - 

The configuration of the north facade repeats that of the 
south, differing only in the treatment of the entranceway. 
The head of this narrower doorway is semi-circular, formed by 
radiating brick voussoirs and a keystone. Within its paneled 
embrasure, a double-leaf paneled door is set beneath a three- 
paned fanlight.

Across the west gable end, the line of the eaves return 
is continued by a brick band containing rectangular recesses. 
In the pediment is a large thermae opening with blank panels 
flanking a louvered crater section. Below the pediment, each 
small outer bay of the wall contains a double belt course and 
an upper and a lower window. The label mold of the lower win- 

, dow continues as a horizontal band across the large center 
bay where it is the only decoration of the lower wall. The 
upper wall of the center bay contains three closely spaced 
windows flanked by vertical bands which terminate in corbeling 
just below the two belt courses. Between the vertical bands,
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Q Pre-Columbian | D 1** Century 

n 15th Century D '7th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

Abor iginal

l~l prehistoric _.

Q Historic 

j£ Agriculture 

(35 Architecture 

D Art 

f~l Commerce 

r^l .Communications 

|~~l Conservation

I | Education 

I |, Engineering 

I~l Industry , * 

f~| Invention 

I| Landscape

Architecture 

I | Literature

Q Military 

[3 Music

Political

HD Religion/Phi­ 

losophy 

|t Science 

I | Sculpture 

|~1 Social/Human­ 

itarian

(1] Theater " 

I | Transportation

II Urban Planning

u
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Sf A'TEMENT 6F SIGNIFICANCE >' 'jp7~rlp

Between j.889, when it was first occupied, and^l^Tl^ when 
it was abandoned _for a newer building, the Tishomingo County 
Courthouse at luTcaTwas the -fpjcal^£pint of the: everyday 
political life of the county and the center for occasional 
aQclal gatherings connected with political speeches, hangings, 
and singing conventions. Architecturally, it is the most 
elaborate local example of a building type whose decorative 
effect is derived primarily from brickwork arranged in intrij- 
cate corbeled patterns^ Due at least in part to the in- 
fluence""o^"^EHe"courtIiouse, such decoration is found in simpler 
form on many of the later commercial buildings in the town.

Construction of the courthouse was begun in 18&8T to the plans 
of -ii.J!jL_Wej^hj3rs   J. T. Weaver was the contractor and John M. 
Stone, former"governor~of Mississippi (1876-82), was the" 
supervisor of construction. Furnishings, including thirty- 
nine1 beriches,' a judge"' s stand; and ̂ a bar , were installed 
early in 1889 indicating that the building was ready for 
occupation by that date.

Speakers at the courthouse have included Governors James 
K. Vardaman (1904-08) and Theodore G. Bilbo (1916-20, 1928-32), 
several congressmen, and a lieutenant-governor. Except for 
two years 1 in the 1930s, the Tishomingo County Singing Conven­ 
tion met in the courthouse every year from 1917, when the 
convention was begun, to 1971.

The courthouse has been vacant since the county offices moved 
to a new building in 1971. On the basis of a study made by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, a committee appointed by the County 
toard of Supervisors plans to restore the exterior of the 
building and renovate the interior for use as a visitor informa 
tion center and a museum of local history,.



Tishomingo County, Chancery Court, Minutes, March 1888 sess., 
bk. 1, p. 53; April 1888 sess., bk. 1, p. 58; May 1888 
sess., bk. 1, p. 62; January 1889 sess., bk. 1, p. 95; 
March 1889 sess., bk. 1, p. 112; April 1889 sess., bk. 1, 
p. 117.

Irene Barnes to Ronald W. Miller, luka, Mississippi, August 17, 
1972. Mississippi Department 'b£ Archives and'Histdry, His- 
toric Sites File: Folder on Tishomingo County Courthouse.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGIJ'JDE CO.O_R_D_IN A T_E_S

DEFINING THe. CtNTER POINT OF A PKOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

34° 48 33

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

88° 11' 23"
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NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald W. Miller. Architectural HI
ORGANIZATION

Mississippi Department of 3-1-73
STREET AND NUMBER:

Post Office Box 571
CITY OR TOWN:

Jackson Mississippi 39205 28

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State n Local [3§

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Hiatortk Preservation

Date

Name _

Rfc. A/ McLenu/re

Title Director, Miss. Dept. of 
Archives and History

March 1, 1973 Date

GPO 931.894
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the lower belt course is corbeled out from the wall and three 
panels are inset in the wall between the belt courses.

On the east end, each small outer bay of the wall is 
left blank. A t-wn^story projection^. pedimented like the west 
endjr^jDccupies the large center bay. The lower wall of the 
'projection contains two/ small, round windows; the upper wall 
contains five windows separated by vertical bands ending in 
corbeling just below a double string course. Each side wall 
of the projection is decorated by a single upper window.

On the interior of the first floor, a central hallway is 
flanked by two rooms on each side. Each room has an iron 
chimneypiece with a serpentine mantel shelf and an arched 
opening for burning coal. The eastern rooms open to a double 
vault on the interior of the eastern projection. A stairway 
begins in the hall and, after passing through a double-leaf 
door, leads up between the western rooms to an intermediate 
platform where it divides and continues in opposite directions 
along the west wall to the level of the courtroom. The court­ 
room, decorated by a stamped metal ceiling, occupies the entire 
upper level of the main block. Behind a simple railing, the 
judge's platform is placed in the center of the east wall be­ 
tween flanking doors. The doors lead to the two robing and 
jury rooms in the east projection. The stepped jury platform 
is placed against the south wall at the east end of the court­ 
room. The furnishings, including courtroom benches, a judge's 
desk, and^, in the northeast lower room, a teller's cage, are 
stylistically contemporary with the building and are probably 
original.

The interior of the building has hardly been changed but 
the exterior appearance has been altered by the application of 
several coarts of paint and, most radically, by the addition 
in the 193i)s of a two-story wing at the southeast corner. 
Basically, however, the main block of the courthouse remains 
structurally intact. Some of the original windows of the main 
block were reused in the addition.
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~~~""~- Matching Grants-In-Aid for Historic Preservation

FACT SHEET .

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (80 Stat. 915) as amended autho­ 
rizes matching grants-in-aid to the States and to the National Trust for His­ 
toric Preservation. Matching grants are to assist historic survey and planning 
programs and acquisition and development projects. The term "project" means 
programs of States, local governments, and other public bodies, as well as pri­ 
vate organizations and individuals, that are for the acquisition of title or 
interests in any district, site, building, structure, or object that is signi­ 
ficant in American history, architecture, archeology and culture, or property 
used in connection therewith, and for its development in order to assure its 
preservation for the public benefit.

The National Park Service administers the program in each State through the 
cooperation of a State Liaison Officer appointed by the Governor (see current 
data below). The Liaison Officer nominates historic properties to the 
National Register, prepares the State Historic Preservation Plan, and submits 
grant applications. All applications for grant assistance are made through him,

Historic resources are eligible for assistance if they.are on the National 
Register of Historic Places (see current data below) and accord with an 
approved State Historic Preservation Plan (see current data below). The 
National Park Service encourages private organizations and individuals, as 
well as public bodies, to participate in the program.

Every State submits an/annual work program on April 1 of each year. All grant 
applications must be included in that program. We urge you to confer with your 
State Liaison Officer as far in advance of this deadline as possible.

The Budget of the United States for 1972 (pages 350-351 and page 599 in the 
appendix) requests $5,980,000 for the grants program for fiscal 1972, the 
amount appropriated in fiscal 1971. In fiscal 1971 the Secretary of the 
Interior apportioned $2.1 million to 41 States for survey and planning, $1 
million to the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and $2.3 million to 
40 States for acquisition and development projects. Your State Liaison 
Officer works under a stringent funding limitation which falls short of the 
need. This should be understood by anyone seeking Federal matching assistance.

Current Data 

1. THE OLD COURTHOUSE, TISHOMINGO COUNTY
a. Was registered on _____- - - - -__________ _____. 
b. Was nominated on ----- and is under review.

Has not been proposed. 
2. MISSISSIPPI'S State Historic Preservation Plan.

Was approved on n*r»tnh»r n, 1070 __________ _   
"b. Is expected to be approved shortly. 
c. Has not been submitted.   . 

3. MISSISSIPPI'S ____________________ State Liaison Officer is

Dr. R. A. McLemore, Director, State of Mississippi , Department of 
of Archive* & History , Poet Office Box 571 , Jackson , Mississippi
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STREET AND MUM BER:

Northeast corner of Quitman and Liberty Street
CITY OR TOWN:

luka

Mississippi 38852
CODE

28 Tishomingo

SOURCE:

luka Quadrangle
SCALE: I; 24000

DATE: 1953

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL. MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.


