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Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private Jibuilding(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
Dia

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FDUCATION- school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from Instructions)

Colonial Revival

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
structures
objects
J. Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

NOMFSTIC- multiple dwftlling

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation granite

walls brick
roof. slate
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The MarciaP. Browne Schoal is st back on a2.58 acre parcd on busy Broadway Avenue, where
it commands itsresidentia neighborhood. Leve a the front lawn, the lot dopesaway dightly
towards the rear of the schoal, exposing the basament as afull story. Chain link fences and
asphdt paving surround the sdesand rear of the school. Devdopment aong Broadway conssts
of amix of dwellings of the same period as the school, and modem commercid intrusions, while
the streetsto the Sdesand rear of the building are lined with resdences gpanning the twentieth
century.

The building condgts of amain block (1905), arear dassoom €l (east), and an
auditorium/gymnasium wing to the north (both 1925). St on agranite foundation, the red brick
block risestwo gtories, istrimmed with limestone and shdtered by alow, date hipped roof The
faBadeis symmetrically arranged, with acentra entry, and a shalow, three-bay pavilion
projecting a each end of the building. The main entry is given prominence by massve banded
gone columns and a heavy gone entablature, with acentra console supporting a sone ba cony
aboveit. A pair of glazed, panded doors is recessad benegth the portico, with a segmentaly
arched transom above. Windows a the sevenrbay central section are paired. Windowsarein
rectangular openings with limestone sillsand keysones st in solayed brick lintels. All windows
have been replaced with duminum /1 saeh. Other featuresinclude brick belt coursssat the
basament, a limestone water table a the head of the basement, brick quoins punctuating the
comers of the faBade, and two symmetricaly placed panded chimneys rising through the roofs
front dope.

The south end elevation of the main block iseight bayswide, with an entry a the heed of abrick
and granite stairway. The entry contains plywood double doors beneeth a rectangular transom. A
wrought iron balcony extends acrosstwo second-gtory  bays above the entry. The Rear (east) and
north elevations are partially obscured by the 1925 additions, and are detailed similarly to the
faBade.

Projecting eest from the center of the original building isthe 1925 dassroom wing. Sg ona
concrete foundation, it isaflat-roofed, two-story wing, 102' x 66' insize. Thewing is fourteen
bayslong. Itsrear elevation has aprojecting centra pavilion with an entry consisting of modem

(continued)
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metad double doors beneath atransom st in amolded architrave with an entablature and
cartouche above. Above the entry is a large round-arched window lighting the Stairway.
Windows have cag-gone sills and brick lintels. Other features of the dassroom ell include a
projecting comice, and a cast-donewater table.

A hyphen a the north end of the block connectsto the 1925 auditorium/gymnasium wing.
Originally a one-story, brick structure, the hyphen was recently enlarged by the addition of a st
back sscond story. Likethe dassoom ell, the auditorium wingisaclasscaly detailed two-story,
brick gructurewith aflat roof. The faBadeisthree bayswide, with cagt gone Sepsrisingto three
round-arched openings. These openings contained double doors until the recent rehabilitation,
which replaced the doorswith glass pands. Above eech door, smdl sgquare windows repest the
symmetry, and aflat friezetopped with a cas-sone belt course and cartouche further define the
projecting pavilion entry. Sde eevations of the auditorium possess five round-arched openings
with cag-gtone blind heeds, rectangular windows, and cast-gone panels. Other details of the
auditorium wing include a cast Sonewater table, and cast Sonewindow sills and keystones.

A certified historic rehabilitation of the building was carried out in 1998-1999, resulting in the
conversion of the building to 98 units of ederly assged living. Residentid units are now located
in the former dassroom aressinthe main block and dassroom wing, with additional units in the
new addition at the rear of the site. The three-story addition is 14 bays long aong its eest
devation, and four bayswide aong its north elevation. It islocated a the west edge of the
dassroom wing, and connectsto the eest edge of the auditorium wing. The former auditorium is
now used as adining room, retaining much of itstwo-story height and original architectural
detail. Kitchen facilities, dorage and additiona residentia units have been added to the rest of
the auditorium wing.

The interior plan of the main block and the 1925 dassroom addition isa T, with centra halways
extending the length of eech. Hadlways are flanked by former dassrooms (now residentid units),
with astairway existing a each end of the main block, and a the esst end of the 1925 wing.
While adaptations have necessarily been made to the interior goacesof the school over the yeers,
little of its structure or decorative detail hes been changed. Interior finishesin the halways, with
glazed ingtitutional brick. Stairways have iron balusrades and newd pogtswith brass finials.
The auditorium wing contained a gymnasium & the besament level, and a the first story an entry
lobby and auditorium (a two-story goace) seeting 800. Notable featuresinclude the generoudy
Szed panded lobby, panded balconies, and window cases all of which wereretained in the
recent rehabilitation.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

While no prehistoric sites are recorded on the school property, it is possble that Sites are present.
Four stes are recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of the
property ads0 represent some locationd criteria(soil drainage, dope, disanceto wetlands) that
ae favorable indicators for many types of prehigtoric sStes. Mogt of the parcd contains well
drained soils on aleve to moderately doping land surface. However, the property is located over
1000 feet from the neerest wetlands, afactor that reducesthe overal prehistoric senstivity of this
location. Given the above information, the Sze of the parcd (2.58 acres) and impacts as a result
of school congtruction, alow potential exigts for the recovery of prehistoric resources a this
location.

There isdso alow potentia for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources on the Marcia
Browne Junior High School property. Although the property was part of Hagtings "Great Farm'
prior to constmction of the school, no specific resources have been identified for thislocation.
Artifact scattersor "shedt refuse’ might exist on the schoal property related to specific eventsand
the day to day activities a the school, however, this information would have limited reseerch
value.

(end)
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R. Statement nf Signiflranp.p

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphir.al References

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
FniiCATIiON

Period of Significance

Significant Dates
nZa

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

nza
Cultural Affiliation
nZa

Architect/Builder
Edward I. Wilson

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the Nationai
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
JL State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other

Name of repository:
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The MarciaBrowne School possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling and is significant for its association with the development of Maiden's
school sysem and as a good example of Colonia Revival school design inMaiden. It meds
criteria A and Cfor listing on the National Regiger of Historic Places, and is of loca
significance. The period of significance extends from its construction date of 1905 through 1949
basad upon its continued use as a schoadl throughout that time.

The school was congructed in 1905 in the Maplewood section of Maiden, and opened for dasses
in September of 1906, in responseto the explosive growth in the city's population as the once
rural farming community industrialized during the nineteenth century. Continued growth of the
school's population prompted a major addition of two wingsin 1925, cregting from itsorigina
rectangular form, a U-shaped plan, with Colonial Revival detailing compatible with the original
main building. 1twas the first of Maiden's brick schools to depart from the Romanesque Reviva
syle ingpired by H.H. Richardson's Converse Library, built in Maiden in 1885.

Known as the "Mystic Side" dnce itsfounding in 1634, Maiden initially incorporated the present-
day cities of Maiden, Everett and Mdrose. Condgruction of the Newburyport Turnpikeinthe
early nineteenth century prompted the city's development to the north aong Broadway Street,
eventualy cregting the Linden and Maplewood digtricts of thetown. Always located ona
significant early transportation route, when the Boston and Maine Railroad laid tracks through
Maiden in 1845, its importance as atrangportation corridor was cemented.

From the mid-nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries Maiden experienced a surge in
industrial development and resulting population explosion. New immigrants flooded the town to
svice the new factories. By 1861 Maiden's population was 6,000 and continued to increese
rapidly to service the production of shoe lagis. Lesther products, shoesand tin ware in the
nineteenth century and by the early 20™ century, dye housssand rolling mills. By 1882 when the
Town of Maiden was incorporated as acity, its population was dightly morethan 12,000. This
number grew to about 50,000 by 1917.

With the rapid population growth, the four schools was hed existed in Maiden snce 1830 ceesed
to fill the city'seducationd needs and by 1898 Maiden had bean facing an overcrowding crisis

(continued)
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for sometime. Concerned both with overcrowding and with inedequate heating and ventilation in
its existing schoal facilities, the School Board responded that year with aruling to requirea
census to determine where the school population was mogt congested, in order to put together a
comprehengive long range schoal building plan for the city.

By 1900 seven brick school buildingsof ten or more rooms, with another of eight, had been built
to replace the smaler wooden school buildings (of which nine still existed in 1900). By 1902
overcrowding was still serious enough to require the elimination of kindergarten dassesand the
cregtion of saggered part-time school days. 1n 1903 the Superintendent reported that dasses
were housed intemporary buildingsoutsde the schools, and that five rooms & the Maplewood
School hed dass sSzes of 49 children par room. The total school population increesed from 2,942
in 1890 to 5517 in 1900 and to 6,319 by 1903. The Maplewood district was continually
mentioned as being in urgent nesd of new schooal facilities.

The Browne School was both aresponse to the overcrowding crisis, and as an integrd dement in
an evolving magter plan for the city's education program. Maiden's School Committee attempted
to creste modem facilities, using the critical nead for new dass goace as an opportunity to rethink
the entire system's curriculaand goas. The Browne Schoal initsfirst period of construction thus
reflected the decision of the School Committee to centralize education in neighborhood schools

of increasng sze, with enough land for later expanson to provide an increasing number of
broadly defined educationa services.

Ranned as an dementary schoal in 1904 to servethe Maplewood district, the Browne School was
then known as the Broadway school for its location. Maiden bought the land for the school from
the widow of JamesHunting for $6,000. Once known as Hunting's "Great Farm," by 1885 the
schoal ot and adjacent parcd's owned by Hunting hes been dready platted for housing
subdivisons, though mogt were yet undeve oped.

The building was designed by Boston architect Edward |. Wilson, and $45,000 was dlocated for
its construction. Wilson, active between 1892 and 1933, designed in the Beaux Arts tradition.
Two of hisbuildings, the 1910 Chdssa Masonic Temple and the 1930 Broad . fire stationin
Weymouth, are listed on the National Register of Historic Flaces. He is dso known to have
designed an 18% Shingle style wood-framed schoal in Magnoliathat was reviewed in the
January 15, 189% issue of Producer and Builder magazine.

(continued)
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By the end of the nineteenth century Maiden was recruiting its design talent from Boston.
Dedgned by different architects, each school was adistinctly individual iteration of avariety of
revival syles. For example, Leonard School (1884), Belmont (1889), Glenwood (1898) and
Maiden High School (1899) each mede distinctive use of Romanesque Reviva dements. Podt-
1900 even gregter variety wes atained in the use of Colonid Revival, Tudor and Beaux Arts
tyles.

By 1905 when the Broadway (Browne) School was designed, Wilson creasted aColonial Reviva
plan which was characteristic of school design of the period in style and function. TheMaiden
News headline of July 22, 1905 proudly announced that "M aplewood's New Grammar School on
Broadway To Be One of Maiden's Finest Education Structures."" Innovative features included
the heating system, supplying ample fresh air, " the cupless hygienic drinking fountains,
soecidized goacesfor teachers, alibrary, separate boys and girls' "playrooms,” and the cregtion
of lockers. Fire safety was addressed by the use of brick, Sone and date as construction meteriads
in contrast to the wood usd in earlier schools. Provision was medefor future expangon of the
school with goacefor four more dasssooms.  Condructed by the firm of JJ. Prindiville, the
school opened its doors in Sgptember 1906.

While the School Commiittee proudly reported on the completion of the Broadway (Browne)
Schoal inits 1906 City Report, it was noted that with school population increasing by 41% in
contragt to the generd population's growth of 22%, an addition would need to be conddered in
the neer future. Asthe Committee predicted, the extenson of the "eectric car™ linesto
Maplewood continued the rapid development of former farms and estates, <0 that by 1918 the
School Superintendent was recommending an addition to the newly renamed "Marcia P. Browne'
School.

In 1913 the City of Maiden, a the request of the dumni of the Broadway School, renamed the
building as the MarciaP. Browne Schoal "in honor of the beloved principal whose career meant
20 much to the community and its children."

Ore reault of Maiden's efforts to day a the forefront of educationa philosophy was the creetion
of ajunior and senior high school sysem during the 1920s Previoudy Maiden had offered nine
primary gradesand four high school gradesto its youth, with half-year promotions, a sysem
which kept the sudents in school for 13 yearsand cregted greatfluctuationsin dass szeand
makeup from semeder to samedter. The adoption of thejunior high program resulted in major
curriculum changesat all grade levels. Taking pride inhis city's progressve sance. School

(continued)
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Board Chairman Arthur Plummer claimed Maiden as "the first city in the Stateto apply the Junior
High School throughout its whole sysem a onetime.”

The three schools chosen for the experiment were the Browne Schoal, Lincoln School, and the as
yet unbuilt Begbe School. Alterationsfor two existing schools were planned in 1924, andin
regoonseto the statescall for physica training as a part of the school curriculum, Supt. Marshall
directed that plans for the new junior highs include gymnasia. Thiswas innovative a atime in
which many schoals, including Maiden High, hed no physicd traininginstruction &t all.

The importance and experimenta nature of thejunior high program can be s in the detailed
listing of the Browne School's proposed additions and changesin the Annua Report of 1922.
This leve of specification was unheard of in the city's other annud reports of this period, in
which school building programs were usudly given afew lines a best.

The School Committee's debates over the role of public education came to fruition in this
detailed list, which provided a Maiden school with showersfor the first time, asdence lab, a
"Cooking room...accommodating fifteen Domegtic Sdencetables," aManud Training Room, a
lunch room, an auditorium and gymnasium. $600,000 was budgeted for the additions to thetwo
schoals in 1923, of which $400,000 was intended for the Browne School. Inthe same Annua
Report, the Superintendent reported the death of Marcia P. Browne on April 3, 1923, "teacher and
principa a Maplewood schoal... (who) deserves a place in the records of this city."

Bids opened for construction of an addition in 1924, to include two new wings, one for more
dassroom gpace, while the other was to house a new gymnasium and auditorium. The addition
was completed by the end of 1925. While no record is found of the architect, the builder of the
addition was Cunningham and Sonsa acog of $319,089. The design of its wings, while not
identical to the 1905 schoal, is sympathetic, of brick and cag-gone congruction with Classica
design details. The gymnasium/auditorium addition of 1925 on the north sde of the school was
built as requested by the School Commiittee, having "suitable entrances,” and an auditorium
which could seet 800, with a"balcony...that doesnot require supporting posts.”

The Browne School remained in use as ajunior high school until the early 1990swith only minor
changes to the building. 1n 1998 and 1999 the building was rehabilitated, and now houses 98
units of elderly assged living.

(continued)
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The Browne Schoal is architecturally notable as awell-preserved example of aColonial Revival
dyle school of the early twentieth century. 1ts symmetry, classicdly detailed center entry, broad
hipped roof, and splayed lintelsare all characteristic desgn dements. Also significant are the
1925 dasroom and auditorium wings, which feature such noteworthy dements as the
auditorium's three arched entry bays, blind-arched window openings with cag-gone pandls, and
the dassoom wing's rear entry with its molded architrave, entablature and cartouche.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property consstsof the entire 258 acre lot associated with the property, a shown
on the atached Maiden City AssessorsMap No. 132, Block 503, Lot 301.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property isthe entire parcd historically associated with the Marcia Browne
School.

(end)
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Marcia Browne Jr. High School
Section number Page Maiden (Middle=x Co.), Mass.

PHOTOGRAPHS

e Photographer: Kim Withers Brengle
e Dae June 1999
e Negdivesa Tremont Presarvation Services, Sdem, MA

View of west elevation, facing SE

View of west elevation, auditorium wing, facing E

View of south eevation, man building and dassroom wing, facing NW
View of east dlevation, dassroom wing, facing SV

View of new addition, eedt levation, facing W

View of north elevation, showing auditorium wing and addition, facing SW
Interior, former auditorium, facing W
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(end)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary’ of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

September 21, 2000

Ms. Caral Shull

Nationa Regiger of Historic Haces
Department of theInterior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plesse find the following nomination form:
Marcia Browne Junior High School, 295 Broadway, Maiden, (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condgderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg 1
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc: Barbara Tolstrup, Maiden Historical Commission
Kim Brengle, TPS, Preservation Consultant
Mayor Richard Howard, City of Maiden
Maplewood Place Associates, Broadway/ Browne LLC, Wyner Co. LLC
Timothy Glynn, Maiden Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston. Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
' Fax: (617) 727-5128- TTY: (617) 878-3889
wwiv.state. ma.  us/scc/mhc



