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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The rolling terrain of a pasture some 17 miles southeast
of Osborne contains the triangulation station commonly referred
to as the geodetic center of the United States. Marking the
exact spot is a circular concrete marker about 24 inches in
diameter and not more than six inches above ground. A small
bronze plate is located in the center of the concrete. The
marker is located on a high point from which the rugged grass-
land appears to slope downward in all directioms.

There are additional markers underground.

The site is not readily accessible; the only approach is
by way of rough ranch trails.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A circular concrete marker no more than six inches high and
two feet across is situated in an isolated pasture on what is
known historically as Meades Ranch. A bronze disk embedded in
the concrete contains a triangle. The dot in the center of that
triangle is the geodetic center of the United States. Known
officially as the Meades Ranch Triangulation Station, it was estab-
lished in 1891 by the U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey and was one
of many such stations along two great arcs of triangulation. One
arc extended from the Atlantic to the Pacific and the other from
the Canadian to the Mexican border. These two arcs intersect in
the Meades Ranch area.

In 1901 the Meades Ranch station at 39° 13' 26.686" north
latitude and 98° 32' 30.506" west longitude was selected as the
U. S. Standard datum, the fixed point to which all maps and land
measures in this country are related. This station was chosen for
several reasons. It was located approximately 40 miles south of
the geographic center of the United States (near Lebanon in Smith
county, Kansas) and at the juncture of two great arcs of triangu-
lation. Also of importance was that checking by the Coast and
Geodetic Survey indicated that the geodetic determination and the
astronomical determination of this station were closer in agreement
than for other stations being considered.

Geodetic survey officials from Canada and Mexico decided in
1913 that it would be advisable to fit the triangulation of their
nations to that of the United States. As a result the entire North
American continent has accepted the Meades Ranch station as the
North American datum.

It is in relation to this spot in an Osborne county pasture
that all property lines, all maps, and city, county, state and
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