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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Billerica Town Conmmon District enconpasses about twenty acres, including
the Town Common andproperties fronting ontheroads bounding it, i.e., prop-
erties on Concord Rd. from no. 1 tono. 31, on Cunmings St. fromno. 1 to
no. 6, andon Boston Rd. from no. 414t ono. 446. At no. 446the district
includes a portion of therear | ot line of said property t oa distance of

285 feet from thefront ot line. The Common i sthefocal center of the dis-
trict. Encircled by wide roads andcontaining many fine ol dshade trees, the
Common i satriangular tract of land over twoacres i nsize andi s ornamented
with various monuments andmemorials (nost c. late 19t hcentury) of local i m
portance. At it ssouthern endi sa small, octagonal, wooden bandstand (1890)
with Moorish influence detailing; while t othenorth, near thenouthof
Andover Road, i sa granite watering trough with stick style canopy, (1881).

The buildings surrounding the Common are a diverse andm xed group including
residential, commercial, religious, andcivic structures, ranging i n date
fromthelate 18tht othelate 19t hcentury. Styles represented are t he
Federal, Greek Revival, Italianate, Second Empire, High Victorian Gothic,
and Col oni al Revival nodes.

The earliest structuresi nthedistrict arethree Federal houses: no. 432
Boston Rd. (1796), no. 1 Concord Rd. (1804), andno. 381Boston Rd. (1811).
These houses areal | of substantial size andshare a basic square parti

that includes a five baywidth t oeach side, hipped roof, andcentral entran-
ces on at least twosides. No. 432Boston Rd. i snowpartially convertedt o
commercial useandthewest front hasbeen altered including theremoval of
the entrance from thecenter t otheleft side. The south elevation, withits
center entrance, remains basically unchanged as does t hehipped roof with
tall endchimeys. A similar house, no. 381Boston Rd., i sin excellent
original conditionwith simple exterior trim anddecoration confined to the
el liptical fanlight above t heeast entrance andthelunette above t he south

entrance. No. 1 Concord Rd. i sthefinest house i nthedistrict. Unlike
the previous houses, i ti sclapboarded on twosides only; thenorth and south
el evations are faced with brick. Decorative detailing extends aroundthe
house with a continuous modillioncornice andrusticated cjuoins atal | four

corners. The west, or main, facade contains a highly successful and beautiful
doorway framed i nclustered andpanelled pilasters capped with hewn consoles
and a dentil entablature. A keystone elliptical arch with recessed panelled
spandrels, encloses a leaded fanlight andrests atop sidelights with |eaded
glass panes articulated i ngeometric patterns. Similar but smaller framed
and fanlighted doorways areonthenorth andsouth sides. As i nthe other
houses, a service el | extends from therear elevation. Thebuilding i s capped
with a hipped roof andthree baymonitor andi sframed by tall, paired
ohiimeys at thenorth andsouth ends.

The Town GCommon District contains three Greek Revival buildings, including

two churches. The Baptist Church (1828, noved t opresent location from

No. Billerica i n1844) i sa very simple, clapboard structure of typical

New Engl and meetinghouse plan. |t i srectangular with the principle entrance

at thegable endanda small steeple capping thegable ridge above t he
(Cont.)
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entrance. Corner pilasters anda prom nent gable molding show t he Greek
Revival influence. Though the facade andsteeple have been altered, and
stained glass substituted for theoriginal small paned sashes, the church's
simple plan remains. TheFirst Parish Church i sa 1970 reconstruction of
the original building, erected i n1797, altered t oGreek Revival stylei n
1844, andburned i n1968. The newstructure contains theoriginal Doric
portico andnuch of theoriginal facade andsteeple from the 1844 remodel -
ling, making it animpressive andclassic essay i nthe Greek Revival node.
The third Greek Revival building i nthedistrict i s no. 414Boston Rd.,
a large, clapboard house exhibiting mature Classical elements i nits first
story colonnade, roof cornice fascia band, emphatic gable ends, and square,

pilastered cupola. Its street orientation, with thebroad side of t he house
treated as theprinciple facade, i sa concession t ot he Federal period houses
of thedistrict. Awpair ofnicely detailed bayw ndows onthewest elevation

are Iltalianate i nstyle andprobably date fromtheearly 1860's.

The Masonic Tenple on Concord Rd. was originally bhuilt as a store
about 1850 andshows the influence of theltalianate style andof a later
Colonial -Revival remodelling. 't istwostories, of tripartite plan with
clapboard sheathing onal |l exterior walls except thecentral bayof the
east facade, which i smatched board. Projecting eavefe with corner brackets
and classical window caps areltalianate. Thecentral bay, with its .four
Doric pilasters rising atwo-story height andtermnating i na steep pedi-
ment with blank frieze anddecorative oculus window, i stheresult df a
remodel ling for the purposes of t he Masonic Lodge andwas done early i nthis
century. Two other mid-nineteenth century houses are at no. 1 andno. 6
Cummings St. No. 6 (1858) i satypical New England farmhouse. Built t wo
stories high with clapboard exterior andgable roof, it i sanaustere build-
ing with noarchitectural trimor decoration except i nthevery simple covered
porch. Abarn andlarge el | areattached t ot hewest side of t he house.
No. 1 Cunmings St. (c. 1870) i sa large house exhibiting aspects of the
Italianate style i nitsthree story, pentagonal bayprojecting fromthe
center of the facade, i nthetwostory bay window onthenorth side, and
in thewide, projecting eaves, supported at thebayandatthecornersof
the building by strapwork brackets. |t i sof wooden clapboard construction.

No. 446 Boston Rd. i s a Second Enpire style nmanse, three bays wide, t w o -
bays deep, andthree stories high. It i sclapboarded with a projecting
entrance porch andbay above, andi swell detailed with rusticated quoins

at thecorners of theporch andoutside walls. Theroof i sa slate shingled,
curved mansard, supported on paired brackets, with recessed dormers and a
prom nent central gable.

Two public buildings i nthedistrict aretheBennett Public Library and the
Town Hall. The lLibrary, on Concord Rd., i si ntheHgh Victorian Gothic
style andi sa small structure, of vaguely cruciform plan with a picturesque_,
gabled silhouette.lti sconstructed of redpressed brick with panel brick,
sandstone, andjigsaw cut andturned wood trim Theroof i ssteeply pitched
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and covered with slate shingles and copper cresting. The east facade displays
a large, stained glass rose window, and at t heeast crossing, thegable ridge
is capped with a freely styled spire terminating i na copper pinnacle and

weat hervane. The interior has been altered very little since its construc-
tion, and the golden oak and ash wainscotting, as well as terra-cotta
fireplace mantels and original furniture, remain i nexcellent condition,.

Al'so on Concord Rd., i sthe Town Hall. The largest structure i nthe district,
it was completed i n 1895 near thesite of an earlier town hall which burned
in 1893. The present building i sof brick with [imestone trimdone i nthe

style of thelate English Renaissance. |t i sconposed i na classic 'H
plan, i.e. a long central pavillion with high hipped roof, flanked by

strongly projecting, and nuch narrower, end pavillions. The east front
of themain pavillion i sembellished i nthefirst story with a Palladian

arched loggia, behind which open themain doors tothebuilding. Above
this, thesecond story contains a centrally placed Palladian w ndow,
flanked with two round arched wi ndows on either side.A Wenn-inspired
cupola with a bell-roofed lantern surmounts this ensenble.

Ot her buildings i nthedistrict include a simple late nineteenth century
wooden business block on Boston Rd. and a large nodern business block

on thecorner of Boston Rd. and Andover Rd. and continuing to a separate
three-story office building on thesouth side of Andover Rd.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Billerica Town Common District contains some of thetown's nost
significant buildings, andequally important, this ensenble of town
common and surrounding buildings i satangible record of the comunity's
devel opment and a cogent rem nder of therole which the "common" played
in thegrowth andevolution of t he New England town.

The area around theBillerica Common was t heearliest i nthetown t o be
settled. Several famlies fromnearby Wburn nmoved here and founded

the town, originally a part of Canmbridge, i n1655. At that time a strip
of land was set aside as "a comon forever", of which thesurviving Conmmon
is but asmall part. |1 n1658, twenty-five families were here, and t wo
years later thefirst meetinghouse was huilt at thesoutheast endof the
Common.  The original settlement buildings were clustered about this
structure onthe Conmmon as a neans of protection fromthehostile envi-
ronment. I n1707, theoriginal tenacre Common was pared t oits present
two acres when t hetown's second minister, Samuel Ruggles, receivedthe
bulk of the Coommon |and next t ot hemeetinghouse i na town grant. The
second ( 1594) andthird (1738) meetinghouses continued t ooccupy t he

sane location as thefirst, next t oRev. Ruggle's Iot. This site remained
the most important i nthetown throughtheeighteenth century, for not
only was i tthecenter of religious activity, but also, until a town hall
was built i nl1l798, it was town meetingticiace, as well. n t he Common,

near themeetinghouse, was t he "trayning ground" where the Billerica
mlitia mustered before marching t oConcord t oengage theBritish on
April 19, 1775.

Post-Revolutionary prosperity altered t he appearance of t he Conmmon. | t
was still thetown center, but it sfunction hadchanged froma placeof
safety andrefuge for theearly settlers t oa setting for the town's

most i mportant public anddomestic structures. Prosperous townspeople
built newhouses t oreplace thenmore primitive early structures. Anew
meetinghouse was built on land near t he Common, and, when t heol d meeting-
house was renoved, the Common's transfiguration t oa pleasant, open park
was conpl ete. - ., NN

*3X

(Cont.)
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Billerica Town Map, 1853.

Hazen, Henry A, AMHistory of Billerica,
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THEPRO = FRTY

Team of M ddl esex County,

M ddl esex ConservationDistrict,
A G, O dNew England Doorways,

Mass., Wlliam &CQCo.,
Parish Church, Billerica,

Bost on, 1883
1969.

Sket ches

J. W Lewis Co., Philadelphia, 1893.

Loui se Andrews, Village Geens of New England, M Barrows, NY., 1949,
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LATITUDE ANDLONG|T-JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THti LtNTc.R POIN I OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LON GI TUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42 ° 33 "' 39.5" 71° 16- 16" o > -
NE 42 ° 33-39.5" 71° 16' 02"
SE 42 ° 33 ' 24.5" 71° 16" 02"
SwW 42 e 33« 24.5' 71° 16' 16--
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOM NATED PROPERTY: appr OXI rmt el y 2 aCI' es
ILIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIS:
COUNTY
COUNTY:
COUN TY:
Col
70
11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME ANDTITLE:
. . . n
Atexanaer uassie, (.;onsuiranr ror Kiizanern K. Amanon, srar.e .survey In  yprror
ORG ANl ZATI ON DATE
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion May 15, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street (617) 727-8470 7
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
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Boston 02108 Massachusetts 025

il2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFtCATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according tothe Ci-iteria and.procedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

ational - State -

Local E

IX Dafvoren, Secretary of the
weal th andChai rman of the

Massachusetts Historical Conm sSion—

Date July 25, 1973

NATIONAL REGtSTER VERtFIGATION

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register

GPO 931.894
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Fromthis time onward, many of Billerica's nost promnent citizens settled

in thedistrict. No. 432Boston Rd. (1796) wasbuilt by Janmes Abbott, a town
clerk andState Representative; no. 381 Boston Rd. (1811) was t he hone of
Joseph Locke, lawyer andfirst Lowell Judge when that court was established
in 1836; no. 414 Boston Rd. (1833) wastheresidence of mll-owner, Luther
Faul kner; andno. 1 Concord Rd. (1804) washbuilt for Dr. WilliamBowers, the
town physician. TheFirst Parish Unitarian Church (1797) andt he Baoti st
Church (1828, noved t opresent location i n1844) also settled onland
bordering the Cormon, as di dt he Town Hall (1845, present structure 1895)

and t he Public Library (1880).

The existing structures i ntheDistrict al |date subsequent t ot he Revolution
and demonstrate a fine variety of NewEngland vernacul ar architecture for the
110 years between 1790and1900. TheDr. Bowers House i s animpressive country
Federal mansion with beautifully scaled anddetailed trim anda much-oublishec
front entrance. TheFirst Parish Church's reconstructed building, besides

mai ntaining thestrictest adherence t otheoriginal church design, contains
the colonial pulpit andpews fromthe famous NewBrick Church i n Boston,

where Ral ph Wal do Emerson was minister. And., next door t othechurch, t he
Bennett Public Library i sarichly ornamented andremarkably intact Victorian
Gothic miniature with hardly anequal i nthestate. Apart from these

singular structures, i tisthetraditions, thehistorical continuity of the
Common itself, which provides a unifying setting for thediversity of building
types andstyles i nthedistrict andcontributesimmeasurably t oa sense

of Billerica's past,
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Billerica Town Common
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Town of Billerica
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July 23, 1973

Its!" JUL 271973 '
National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service REGISTER
18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Attention: Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED MAI L

Dear Jerry:
Enclosed i stheNational Register nomination for:
M ddl esex County, Billerica, Billerica Town Gommon District

This has been declared eligible for subm ssionbythe Massachusetts
Historical Conmmi ssion, theState Review Board, andhas been signed
by the Secretary of t he Conmonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman
of theMassachusetts Historical Comm ssion anddesignated State
Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

cMAceZ (mioL (fg™
Elizabeth R Anadon

State Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE
Date Entered AJG 14193

Neiine L ocation
Also Notified
Boa. fAv«rd hi. Knmendy Stmf Mistorit ffMMffttiM Offi«ur
Wm, MmmA If, iMok* Him. Jkriu f. | * Dsvorta
mimt»t, Hortheaat Regi on Ikiaedii ~ Stowti
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1970 Warrant! <Annud Meetinp

Article 52» < 1 : A~ A~ ' A o > AN ATATAYA)

To seal ftheTown will vote toraise and aporoprlete
the sum of $6,500.00 or transfer from available funds,
for the purpose of conpleting afull and conprehensive study
of traffic radiating fromthe Canter of Billerica, | norder
to relieve thepresent and projected traffic control problens.
Said study to be under the supervision of the Chief of Police,
Adm ni strator of Public Wrks and the Board of Selectnen, in
cooperation with the State Departnent of Public Wrks, andthe
result of said stiady to be reported at the next Special or
Annual Town Meeting! or act i nrelation thereto.
Submtted by Billerica Police Department,

Mot recommended by Finance Commttee?



Sept enbers, 1973

| Gonsord Road,
Billerica, Mee.
0i a2l

Oapt« of Transportation
Federal Higway Adninistration

John r« Karaedy Building
Benten, Ktass

Door Sire,

M would like toinfora youthat tho Billarica Toon G@non and
Sabbat h Day Houao have boon added t otha National Register of Historic
Pl acos. W expact that according to the Historic Preservation Act of
1966 section 106 your agorwy ehould contact tho Advisory Council on
Hi storic Preeervation for rscooMended action inaanuch as tha Topi cs
Traffic Plan for Billerica Gantor ctviflicta with tho historical valuoe
of the erM

Afsderally funded project, the Topics Plen deee alter end deetroy
the Billorica Gxmon aree, isoletea andaltera it fromite aurround*
ing anvironnent, and introduces vimal, audible, and atnoapheric el e«
nents out of character oith the property endits setting.

Becauee the Topics Plan creates a change in the quality of the
historical, architecturelt andcultural character of the Billerica
Conman aree, ve hope youoill aesure uathat itaill gohbeforethe

Advisory council on Historic Pressrvationfor their roconmendati ene*

Sincerely,



"Nabtath Day House"
20 <“ndover ~oad
Billerica, Mass. 0X821
Sept ember 10, 1973

The National Register of Historic ?laces

U S Deoart.Tient of the Interior

National Pork Service

Washi ngton, D C

Dear Sir,

Citizens inBillerica arevery grateful that the Billerica
Common Area has been |isted onthe National Register or His-
toric i'laces. M/ hj”"sbhand and | are, also, pleased thatt he
"SabbRt h Day House was al so accented.

Many of us intown sre still apprehensive lest sudden work
begin t ochange the quality of the Common Area, We have been
conscious of a sharp “confllct between twogroups, one of which
claims that the proposed Topics program will not be de-
trimental t othe historic Common A*ea and a | arge group of
citizens who claimi t will,

The enclosed letter from engineer Robert Tierney to nei s
typical of the quiet, convinciny way the proponents try to
ease the m nds about "Topics , atraffic plan® M/ replyto

Mr, Tierney's letter is enclosed and indicates that a simple
solution is necessary rather than the involved changes of
"Topics",

The article inthe "Advertiser", 9/5/73, quotes the adm ni-
strative assistant, Robert '''iitehell,8s stating that t othe
best of his knowl edge the Methuen firm has the go-ahead and

my show up t ostart construction anyday. M. ivlitchell in- if
dicated that the aKreementJwas signed |ast May; waiXefthe
detail onthis point i s twofold: | ) The contract wasjawarded
July 2I\.andthe certification date was August |i|., the sane
date as the acceptance of the ~ommon Area on the ""ational
Register. 2.i Many citizens believe the Selectmen havenot
been authorized by the town to approve "Tonics since the
original article Initiating action was for a study t obere-
ported bacl™ to the town meeting for avote. The original
article is enclosed, e«'<shus, we believe the signing of the agree-
ment andthe awarding of the contract were illegal acts.

There is atown |lawyer working onbehalf of the Marshall fam
ily (abutters onthe '-"ommon) andthe probability of are-
straining order™although action inthis direction is exceed-
ingly cautious.

hope NTQ will be a review.

Sincerely,

, (Mrs.) Carolyn T. Abbot
copyJ t oiVtassachusetts

Historic Conm ssioti









20 -“ndover “oad
Billorica, Mass. 01" 21
My 25, 1973

THE COMMOVEALTH CP MMSSACHLEB - TTS

DEPARTMENT CF PUBLI C VORS '
100 Nashua St ,

Boston, Mass. 021[i*

Dear M, Tierney”
| angrateful for the courtesy shown by your department.

In response toynur recent letter, p/16/73" | would liket n
make a suggestion. Admittedly, the "Tnnics ninn for "ill"r »
Center i sonly atamporary snlution, a shockinp-; exhibition on
the part of themajority of the selectmen denon-:~tr atinfr their
insensibility tothewill ofthepeople, andanexcess' vei;"3e
of funds when a simplified solution would be satisfactory.

At therecent public hef.rin;', we could sneak only once, and the
opportunity to present an>-rfornsj:e sfyyyTp>Jdlvs yal sFed,

few diroot4frnal iigiitg"
A better Way viould t et o put umc™(v<sgdtealre3v\ ond
a protectiveplatformwith i-o:ne'sort ofrailing forthenoli ceman
directing traffic i fthelirhts areoff, ori f at some hour? a

policQiran directing i spreferred.

Al'so, | v.'ould reconmriend on e-~ch road approaching t he ""enter fioout
tvi'o blocks from the Center asign to'slow dowmm to Rt Ic-"Pt t""enty-
five mles an hour.

This simplified solution w;.;!d

- avoid altering the '"Mi.-'on ground or the park' (triangle)
n any way

- avoid novinfT t hemnumo:its

- avoid thero’.d ncross the "onnion

- avoid therotary trrffic plan

- avoid al | changes excert fortraffic lights i nthe scuare
and possibly a lip-ht onthe east Cunm ngs “tvoat exit

At the public hearing, i t\W3Tilain thr>t Tonics plan as pre?cnted
woul d cause at least oneresidcnt living aloner the Cotnmn t o nove,
and business owner? indicatod intentions tonove. "\ need ?fifety,
but not a plan that would upsot thewhole area,

| sincerely hone you can work «'a a Plan with the selectnicnvy!--' ch
will be i naccordance with t'i*i people's will, ” by-pass i n+-enerr
future would bei ntheinterest of all,

Sincerely,

X -eicvUf tk~t) fAr-~A"U (ON- *-"Se (rirp,) Carolyn T, Abbot



BiliericaShowdown Set

N

Common Now Historical
TOPICS Plan Is Endangered

The abuttersto the Billerica
CommoD  have throum amon-
key wrench Into the workings
of the proposed TOPICS plan
itMch would change thetraf -
fic pattem in Billerica col-
ter.

The BUlerlcacommon area,
which indludes 22 acresand 10
properties adjacent to the
conuncxi, have beai declared
historic places according to
the National Park Service

According to an announce
met hy the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the
properties, as well asthe Sa
bbath Day House on Andover
S are added to the list of
the Naticmd Reglstiy of His-
toric Places.

"We bdieve that tiie
Tones programwiU not now
be dlowed to go throun",
Mrs. John Marshall, onedt
the chief ( ad an
abbuttor, told the Advertiser.

Billerica sdectmen, who
have vowed tofigjit to the ed
in favor of the plan, are not
0 sure. "We really drait
know wlia the next move will

be," says Robet Mitchell.
administrative assistant.™

A COTtrat for the work,
T*Ich will routetraffic around
the common all one way ad
Install several |lg™sto esse
the ccHifestim, has bean aw-
arded to aMethuenfirm. Work
is scheduled jto start momen-

tarily. *It Will probably come <tom
t's in the hends of the g that "

NANNNN_NNN'ANNNNNN

Meftuen fi rm hasthe go-aheag®

state,” sysMitchell, Indicat- A Ty g/ arifiall house is one’~dmay sowuptp A OT -~

ing that aruling will probably 5
come down from a hi®er g}rltgossetgfadaed & an Ms

source, perhaps the atorney  \1argnall have been voca

Dr.ad Mrs

genera.

Mitchell indicated that the
TOPICS agreemait wes siffled-
lesfr-""WMlay"and that the rul -

~Hg irom die lil*rical com-
-inlsdOTPwasTSfe

Asked if the'earllesi Me

would prevail. Mitchell said.

their effortsto prevent the
town from taking any land or
-from changing the common In

Some of the common would
"nave to be taken inorder for
the TOPICS plantogothrough.

MitcheU indicated tii® ta.

CAANNANN_AN

SADDIN
conjecturé. -
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"Our uncommon Common

Our aacommoii Common was listed ID the
National Register of Historic Places in
Washington on August Uth. A painstaking,
inclusive survey of the Common was made as
a part of the application to enter the Common

inthe Register.

The Common as an Historic Placeincludes a
"District" of some 20 acres of land which is
defined in unsurpassed detail. For architec-
tural purveyors and historically minded
citizens, this report funtisfaed through the
courtesy of Dr. and Mrs. John Marshall, offers
a wealth of history and knowledge destined to
acquaint yon with that which is the Billerica

Town Common.

4 description of the Common

The Billerica Town Common
District «icompasses about twenty
acres, including the Town Common
and properties fronting on the
roads bounding it. i.e.. properties
on Concord Rd, (romno, 1tono. 31,
on Cummings S from no. 1to no.
6, and on Boston Rd. from no. 414 to
no- 446. At no. 446 the district
includes a portion of the rear lot
tine of said property lo a distance
of 28& feet from the front lotline

TTie Common is the focal center
of the district. Encircled by wide
roads and containing many tineold
shade trees, the Common is a
triangular tract of land over two
acres in size and is ornamented
with various monuments and
memorials (most c. late 19th cen-
tury) of local importance. At its
southern end is a small, octagonal,
wooden bandstand 11890) with
Moorish influence detailing; white
to the north, near the mouth of An-
lover Road, is a granite watering'
trough with stick style canopy
(1881),

The buildings surrounding the
Common are a diverse and mixed
group including residential, com-
merical, religious, and civic struc-
tures, ranging in datefrom the late
18th to the late ifllh century. Styles
represented are the Federal,
Creek Revival. Italianate. Second
Empire. High Victorian Gothic,
and Colonial Revival modes.

ThroeFederal Houses

The earliest structures in the
district are three Federal houses:
no. 43 Boston Rd. 1179), DO. 1
Concord Rd. (18M1, and no. 381
Boston Rd. (1811). These houses
are all of substantial sizeand share
atusic squareparti that includna
five bay width to each side, hipped
roofi and central entrances on at
least two sides

No. 432 Boston Rd. is now par-
tially converted to commerical
use and the west front “hes been
altered including the removal of
the entrance from the center to the
left side. The south elevation, with
its center entrance, remains
basically unchanged as does the
hipped roof with tall end chimneys,

A similar house, no 381 Boston
Rd.. is in excellent original condi-
tion with simple exterior trim and
decoration confined to the elliptical
fanlight above the east entrance
and the lunette above the south en-
trance.

mature Classical elements ih its
first story colonnade, roof cornice
fascia band, emphatic gable ends,
and square, pilastered cupola Its
street orientation, with the broad
side of the house treated as the
principle facade, is a concession to
the Federal period houses of the
district. A pair of nicely detailed
bay windows on the west elevation
are Italianate instyle and protiably
date from the early 186€s.

The Masonic Temple

The Masonic Temple on Concord
Rd. was originally built as a store
about 1850 and shows the influence
of the Italianate style and of a later
Colonial-Revival remodelling, it is
two stories, of tripartite pian with
ciapt»ard sheathing on all exterior
walls except the central bay of the
east facade, which is matched
board Projecting eaves with cor-
ner brackets and classical window
capeare Italianate.

The central bay, with its four
Doric pilasters rising a two story
height and terminating in a steep
pediment with blank frieze and
decorative oculia window, is the
result of a remodelling for the pur-
poses of the Masonic Lodge and
was done early inthiscentury. Two
other mid-nineteenth century
houses are at no, 1and no. 6 Cum-
mings St. No. 6 (18581 is a typical
New England farmliouse.

Built two stories high with clap-
board exterior and gable roof, it is

austere building with no
architectural trim or decoration
except in the very simple covered
porch. A bam and targe ell are at-
tached to the west side of the
house. No. 1 Cummings St. (c.
1670) is a large house exhibiting
aspects of ttie Italianate stylein its
throe story, pentagonal hay pro-
jecting from Uie center of the
facade, in the two story bay win-
dow on the north side, and in the
wide, projecting eaves, supported
at the bay and at the corners of the
buUding by strapwork brackets. It
is of wooden clapboard construc-
Uon.

No. 1 Concord Rd. is the finest
house in the district. Unlike the
previous houses, it is clapboarded
on two sides only; the north and
south elevations are faced with
brick. Decorative deuiling extends
around the house with a continuous
modillion cornice and rusticated
quoins at all four corners. T"e
west, or main, facade contains a
highly successful and beautiful
doorway framed in clustered and
panelled pilasters capped with
hewn consoles and a dentil en-
tablature.

A keystone elliptical arch with
recessed panelled spandrels,
enclosesa leaded fanlight and rests
atop sidelights with leaded glass
panes articulated ingeometric pat-
tems. Similar but smaller framed
and fanlighted doorways are onttie
north and south sides. As in the
other houses, a service ell extends
from the rear elevation. The build-
ing is capped with a hipped roof
and three bay monitor and isfram-
ed by tall, paired chimneys at the
north and south ends,

Greek Revival Cbnrcfaes

The Town Common District con-
tains three Greek Revival build-
ings, Including two churches. The
Baptist Church (1828, moved to
present location from No. Billerica
in 1844) is a very simple, clapboard
structure of typical New England
meetinghouse plan. It Is rec-
tangular with the principle en-
trance at the gable end and a small
steeple capping the gable ridge
above the entrance. Corner
pilasters and a prominent gable
molding show the Greek Revival
influence

Though the facade and steeple
have tieen altered, and stained
glass substituted for the original
small paned sashes, the church's
simple plan remains. The First
Parish Church is a 1970 reconstruc-
tion of the origina building,
erected in 1797, altered to Greek
Revival stylein 1844. and burned in
1983 The new structure contains
the original Doric portico and
much of the original facade and
steeple from the 1844 remodelling,
making it an impressive and
classic essay inthe Greek Revival
mode.

The third Greek Revival building
inthe district is no. 414 Boston Rd.,
a large, clapboard tiouse exhibiting

Empire Style Masse

No. 446 Boston Rd. is a Second
Empire style manse, three bays
wide, two bays deep, and three
stories high. It is clapboard with a
projecting entrance porch and bay
above, and is well detailed with
rusticated quoins at the comersof
the porch and outside walls. The
roof is a slate shingled, curved
mansard, supported on paired
brackets, with recessed dormers
and a prominent central gable.

Two public buildings in the
district are the Bennett Public
Library and the Town Hall. The
Library, on Concord Rd., is in the
High Victorian Gothic style and is
a small structure, of vaguely
cruciform plan with a picturesque,
gabled silhouette. It is constructed
of red pressed brick with panel
brick, sandstone, and jigsaw cut
and turned wood trim. The roof is
steeply pitched and covered with
slate shingles and co;”r cresting.
The east facade displays a targe,
stained glass rose window, and at
the east crossing, the gable ridge is
capped with a freely styled spire
terminating in a copper pinnacle
and weathervane. The interior has
been altered very little since its
construction, and the golden oak
and ash wainscotting, as well as
terra-cotta fireplace mantels and
original furniture, remain in ex-
cellent condition.

The Town Hall

Also on Concord Rd.. isthe Town
Hall. The largest structure in the
district, it was completed in 18%6
near the site of an earlier town hall
which bumed in 1883. The present
building is of brick with limestone
trim done in the style of the late
English Renaissance. It is compos-
ed inaclassic '"H'plan, i.e. along
central pavillion with high hipped
roof, flanked 1" strongly project-
ing, and much narrower, end
pavillions. The east front of the
main pavillion is embellished in the
first story with a Palladian arched
loggia, behind which open ttiemain
doors to the building. Above this,
the second story contains a cen-
trally placed Palladian window,
flanlted with two mund arched win-
dows on either side. A Wren-
inspired cupola with a bell-roofed
lantern surmounts this ensemble.

Other buildings in the district
include a simple late nineteenth
coitury wooden business block on
Boston Rd. and a large modem
business block on the comer of
Boston Rd. and Andover Rd. and
continuing to a separate three-
story office building on the south
side of Andover Rd.



how and why it

made

the National Register

he significance of fhe Common

origind settlement buildings were

clustered &bout this structure on
» the Common as a means of protec-
tion from the hostile environment.

In 21707, the origind ten acre
Common was pared to its present
two acres when the town's second
minister, Samud R

Significance of Common
The piiigrjj-* Tow" ("g"Tt'm
Dittrict contains some of TES'
town's mogt significant buildings,
ad egudly important, this
S S o
surrounding buildingsis a tangible )
record of the community's uggles. receiv-
deve ad a remin- € the bulk of the Gommon land
der the role which the "com- next to the medtinghouse in a town
mon" played in the growth and grant. The second (1694) and third
evolution of the New England (1738 mestinghouses continued to
MNeri Irst, A .
it e atund e BIIeIa ThS st remaned e o
town to besettled. Severd families PO In the town tirough the
from neaty Wolum moved here (BRI O T 0 Y
and founded the town, originally a Ui, " b dep, until & fown hal
part of Cambridge, in 165 At that {)’uiltin 178 it waes town mest-
timeastrip of land wes set asdeas \iNaSpIace s wdll. On the Common
"acommon forever", of which the "9 the mm Wes the
surviving Gommon is but a small "traynin round’ where the
part. In Ifi58, twenty-five families o1y N9

Billerica militia mustered before
were here, and two yeers later the b Conoord
first nmielﬂﬂn&&hewas built ~t t?e;e gﬁgﬂ:gfpril 19177? agegethe
southeest the Common. Tl ’

BILLERICA TOWN COMMON DISTRICT

KEY TOMAP House

New Meeting House

Pogt-Revolutionary  prosperity
dtered the gppearance o the Com-
mon. It was still ;he town center,
but its function hed changed from a
place of safety and refuge for the
early settlers to ;i setting for the
town's most important public and
domedtic  structu-es.  Prosperous
townspeople built new houses to
replace Uie more primitive early
dructures. A new  megtinghouse
was built on lant? neer the Com-
mon, and, when the old mes-
inghouse wes removed, the Com+
mon's transfiguration to a
pleasant, open parit was complete.

From this time >nward, meny of
Billerica's most prominent citizens
sttled in the dfetrict. No. «2
Bogton Kd. (1796) wes built by
James Abbott, a town clerk and
State Representative;, no. 381
Boston Rd. (1811) was the home of
Joseph Locke, lawyer and first
Lowell Judge when that court was

8. No. 6 Cummings Street, Jackson Wright

9. No. 1 Cummings Street, Edward Dickinson

1 No. 331 Boston Road, Josiah Locke House
2. No. 1 CDncord Road, Dr. Bowers House

3. Concord Road, Bennett Public Library

4. Concord Road, First Parish Universalist
Church

5. Concord Road, Masonic Temple

6. Concord Road, Tovpn Hall

7. Concord Road, Baptist Church

House

House

blocks

10. No. 446 Boston Road, Paul Hfll House

11. Boston Road, 19th century business block
12. No. 432 Boston Road, James Abbott House
13. No. 414 Boston Road, Luther W. Faulkner

14. Boston Road and Andover Road, business

established in 1836, no. 414 Boston
Rd. (1833 was the residence of
mill-owner, Luther Faulkner; and
no. 1 Concord Rd. (1804) was built
for Dr, Willian Bowers, the town
physician.

The First Parish Unitarian
Chuch (1797) ad the Baptist
Church (18%a moved to present
location in 1844 aso settled on
land bordering the Common, asdid
the Town Hall (1845, present struc-
ture 18%) and the Public Library
(1880)

New England Architecture
D'Th? egl?tlcrllg structures in t&
istrict e subsequent to tl
Revolution at* demonstrate a fine
variety of New England vernacular
architecture for the 110 yeers bet-
wen 170 and 1900 The Dr.
Bowers House is an impressive
countr%/ Federd manson with
bealtial{!jy seded and detailed
trim, a much-published front

entrance.

The First Parish Church's
reconstructed  building, besides
maintaining  the  strictest
adherence to the origina church
design, contains the colonid pulpit
and pews from the famous New
Brick Church in Boston, where
Raph Wddo Emerson was
minister. And, next door to the
church, the Bennett Public Library
is a richly omamented andi
remarkably ~ intact Victorian
Gothic miniature with hardly an
equd in the state. Apart from these
singular structures, it is the tradi-
tions, the historical continuity of
the types and gtyles inthedistrict
and contributes immeasurably to a
s o Billerica's past.

3U
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8% 5 Thank yoa for yaar recent letters coacam ng the sale of two ptoporti«»
3 ST within thaBillorica tmm OGanmmnMatorlc Oatrict, aad tho pr«ervat:i©»
o] "g K< of thadiscri
"N og«to”
*

Sa«<E M Tiatl oaal 9««i «t«r progrmt« not aothorlsad to aeq« r« or nalataia

B »«&o0 % propertiaa. »e tugammt that you contact the State Historic Pr««ery«ti <«

o 5015 H Offic*r *o nay ha able to aoggost posal bU barera- For Hassachaaetts,

m | atbn, Joha F. X UtYor*ax Secretary of the Coi *weeelth, drt”raso,
Iteeeachusetts Hl storleel Coaal sslea, 40 Beacon Str”"t, Boatos. FUssaehttsetts
02108.

J* .g ffi H have contacted the Depertara& of Trattaportatlon, sadthe Wl eory

H5 Couacl | an fiietoric Preservatlim regardlog poeeible adverse effects by
§ M any federally fasded traffic plans. The Departaettt of Traaaportatloa
| g* 0 authorised theproject i nJune and coacarred iathaamrd for the ?ro-
| «g z ject on Aefrust 10, 1973 with the agreenaat of thelocal historic society.
I NS < tINBState aietoric Praaerration Officer, aad tho To«d Selectnen. Hw
N1lo w ever, further devel opi Mt a have encouraged t he Departaent of Traoapor -
S8 m tatloatoeoatinae conaultationa with thaAdviaory Cooncll on Hatoric
r{u S Preeervatioa.

M« « U M
ouec

A u W will send a copy of your letter totheAdvisory Coiiacll as they
S2« 0 (M areauthorised toeesnent oo federal ondertakings «hich will affect
«5 27~ M properties covered by the.'lational Historic Preservatioa Act of |fS6
unl aod Executive Oder 11593. | f farther information ahonld axlae, 1
*5 .0 advise you towite directly tothea. Their address i s Advisory Council

.« g o on tilstoric Preservation, 1322 K Street, Stf., Suite 430, Washi ngt on,
§ 3¢S B, C 20005,

0y «*]J
J £S - I4J A Sincerely yours,
« SUU 8r?|
*»U OO "H
ft* B w a-H
oe

Ciarles A Herrlngton
Chief, Review Vntt
National Register
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ad 1793

Ms. Carolyn T. Abbot

"Sabbat fe Bay House"

2C Aadover Road

aillerlca, Massachusetts 01821

Dear )fr« ["bott

Th&tik jfs& for your rweent |etter eoneeralttg the propoMd "Topics**
pro.sra» tm ch say adversely affect Billerica Toan Goaswa Historle

Dletrtet. ¥e also tfeanfe you for tke clipping conceralis®the Gmm&u
you sent ue*

& have contacted the Bepartsaent of Transportation, aad the Advisory
Coui "l on Historic Pre~rvatton, regarding possible adverse effects
by any federally funded traffic plans* The !)ep«rti Mt of Transpor-
tatiom autV¥eriaed the project i a Jane aad concurred i» the award

for t»e project enitogust 10, 1973i? th the agreea«nt of the |ocal
historic societye the State Historic ?reservatio« Officer, aad the
Totfn Sel eetnea. Hosevar, further devel opments have encouragedt he
Cepartreent of Trausportat:loti t ocoatlnu* conaultationawith the
Adviaory Couacl! on M atoric Preservation.

ye will s™nd a copy of your letter tothe Attvisory Council as they are
aut| Torlsed t ocofissseat oa federal undertal slags wiieh will affect prop-
erties covered by t he Matleaal Historic Preservatloo Act of 19SSaad
Executive Oder 11593. | f further lafortation should arise. | advise
you towrite directly toth”. Tlielr address i s Advisory Couacll on
Historic Preservation. 1522 K Street, mW, Suite 430, USshi ugton,
0.C, ztms,

Sacecrdly yours.

Chelea A. lierrinit?®
Chief, Review 1Sait
Katloaal tegisfeer

E6h.  John F.X Davoren, Secretary of the Coranonweal th, Chairman,
Massachuaetts Historical Coraiission, 40 Seacon Street, Boston,
N assachusetts 02108 wcy inc



