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1. Name of Property

historic name LAWRENCE ACADEIVIY (preferred)

other names/site number FALMOUTH ACADEMY. LEGION HALL

2. Location

street & number 20 ACADEMY LANE n/a not for Publication
city or town FALMOUTH N/A  vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS code MA county BARNSTABLE .code 001 zip code 02540

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this)t*nomination
» request for detemiination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Aijneets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
| nationally « statewide mocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ature of certifying official/Tiile Juditti{p. MEOonough, Executive Director
achusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying officiain"itle Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

iibnal Park Service Certification
I, heiny certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



Lawrence Academy Barnstable. Massachusetts

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
private X. building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
X public-local district 1 buildi
public-State dte -ouridings
public-Federal _ structure _dtes
object
- .structures
objects
1 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
EDUCATION: school SOCIAL: civic meeting hall

SOCIAL: meeting hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
GREEK REVIVAL foundation  stone, concrete
walls weatherboard
roof asphalt

other  granite

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See continuation sheet)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Lawrence Academy, constructed in 1834 is a handsome, two-and-one-half-story, wood-frame, Greek
Revival-style, temple-front building, painted white. The building's facade openings were rearranged and
other interior changes made in 1891 when the Town of Falmouth purchased the private Lawrence
Academy and converted it into a public high school (Town Annual Report 1892; historic views FHS);
and sympathically designed, rear addition that doubled the size of the building was built in 1948. The
building is otherwise little altered and is excellently maintained. It occupies a 2.5 acre lot at the north
end of Academy Lane, a narrow thoroughfare off Main Street in Falmouth Center and is visible from
Main Street. The L-shaped lot is roughly bounded by Academy Lane, Hamlin Avenue, and Katherine
Lee Bates Road. Parking lots and scattered trees around the building create an open setting reminiscent
of the character of the environs as shown in historic views. There are no associated outbuildings, but a
modem, noncontributing pump station is located west of Lawrence Academy on the same lot. Academy
Lane, which extends from the center of the facade to Main Street, is part of the building's original lot and
setting.

The Lawrence Academy measures three by eight (originally four) bays and rests on a stone (front) and
concrete (rear) foundation. The clapboarded walls are capped with a pedimented, end-gable roof
sheathed in asphalt shingles. The monumental, two-story, three-bay portico with wooden, fluted lonic
columns standing on simple wood bases seton a stone porch dominates the south-facing facade. The
lonic capitals are flat, sawed boards attached to the fronts of the columns. The columns support the
projecting gable pediment which features a wide entablature, an unadorned, flush-boarded gable field,
and modillions at the cornice and eaves. A painted sign reading "Lawrence Academy" is located in the
entablature frieze.Topping the building is a two-part, wood bell tower, consisting of a clapboarded,
square base with a modillion cornice, surmounted by an octagonal belfry. Each of the eight panels
contain a half-round arch opening in the lower half and louvers in the upper half. The current bell
tower, dating from 1976 with roof repairs in 1991, is an accurate replica of the original which had
deteriorated and been removed. Historic views indicate that except for the loss of cresting that enciicled
the square base, and the loss of a simple finial with a weather vane, the structure retains its historic
appearance.

Beyond these two major architectural features (the portico and bell tower), the Lawrence Academy isa
fairly simple building. The block is trimmed with narrow sill and comer boards and encircled by a
modest mcdillion cornice on the east, north, and west sides. Windows throughout the building are
twelve-over-twelve, double-hung, wood sash, which are duplicated replacements of the original sash, as
seen in historic views. Window trim consists of simple wood surround with a drip cap molding.

Windows retain louvered wood shutters as they did historically. The relatively early date of this building
for the Greek Revival style is registered in the high-posted second floor constmction, where the windows

(continued)
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ae framed agandg the corniceline, acharacteridic usudly assodated with eerlier buildings. One brick
chimney islocated in the west roof dope of the building bdow theridge line.

The facade, as it gopears today, is aranged in three pats reflecting the divisons of the portico.
Origindly however, four openings defined this devation, which wes modified in 1891. Asfirst
condructed, the facade hed identicd, tall entrancesin eech of the outer bays Each entrance hed a -
pand, sngle-leaf door with a surround composad of pairs of atenuated, narrow columnsresting on ball
plinths, supporting aprojecting, molded high enteblature. Two windows occupied the centrdl bay on the
first floor, possbly placed behind the two centrd columins and on the ssoond floor, four windows
aechoed the goading of the openings b ow.

The reconfiguration of the facade in 1891 reaulted in a tripartite arrangamat with a large, cantrd
entrance reached by three granite depsto the parch.  The doublelesf, wood doors in place taday are
replacaments and have ninelight gazed uppa sstions and two lover pands  The surraund which
gopearsfr omreview of higoric phaoggohs to be identical, but wide then thase an the two original
entrances was prabably congmaedfr ompieces of the earlier features  Sngewindows in the cutsde
baysflankthe enfrance On the saoondfloor ,the auter two windows gopear to have bem Ieft untoudhed,
while the inne two original windoas were replaced vith a angle oantrd unit.  As a reault of this
dchange the auta bay uppa and lover 2oy gpeningsarenat digned. However, the cantra entrance
anchars the centar of the building and hdps ddine an axis edending up thraugh the bdl toner,
emphadzng the verticaity of the building, (phato 1)

The rear one-third of the building is an extenson, the exact date of which is difficult to determine, but
mod likely was condmcted in 1948 (sse Saction 8). Tlie extendon continues the massing, rhythm, roof

line, comice, and window openings and details of the originad 1834 building, cregting a unified block.
Congmction induded a besamant to provide goeoe for a centra heeting plant.

The ees 9de devation hasa dightly asymmerica arrangamat of ssven windows 2t inane gaup of
four and ane graup of three an eechfloor ,reflecting the ssguence of congmdion of thefr ontand rear
stions of the building. Two smple ssoondary entrances an this devation are located in the canter
goening in the graup of three near the narth comer, which is reached by awood dedk, and es a later
gpening a the southem comer, which acocommadates a wooden, graight-mn, handicapped acoess ramp,
(phato 2)

The wed 9de devaion hes agmilar of arangamant of four and threewindows A amdl, endosed, flat-
roof extendgon & the north comer shdtersthe besamat enrance Orefire excgpeis st flush with the
buildingwall. Window shutters have baan removedfromthis devation.

(continued)
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The narth, rear devation, which marksthe tarminus of the 1948 addition, conggs of regularly goaced
duttered windons arranged in four, with a blind center, an thefir stfloor ,and tightly gpaod as five
aooss an the ssoond floor . The gable end is aontinuous with the wall, dgpboarded, and mearked with a
ange, centra window, and comice reums  The blind, central, firsfloor bay suggess that a window o
adoor may have been endosd.

The interior of the building was originally desgned with a gpadous sthod roam an eechfl oor with
adjaning reatation rooms  The building wes entered via two doors ane sarving the mde sudents who
gppar ently cooupied thefir stlevd, and anefor female sudents who cooupied the ssoond levd. Much of
the arignd plan, and many interior feetures andfinishesramain, daing ather fram the arignd
condmdion a the late ningeanth aantury in the original saction, andfr omthe late ningeanth cantury o
midtwentieth aantury in the never ssction. The origina floor plan is ill gpparant, dthough it gppears
that the redtation roams may have bean divided.

On thefir stfloor,the schod raom has bean divided into two neerly equal Szed raoms sgaraed by
double doars with the farme redtation raom goaces dong the west dde of the building. The main
enfrance goans into thefir stroom, which retains no vigble arignalfinishes,but contains the dogeg dair
in the southeed coma of the building. The gair has varnished, damfared nenvd pads with ball finials
and handrails aboveadosd baudrade The dair wdl walls are dad in harizonta tangueand-groove
wainsoating with rough plader walls above (phato 3) The rer raom and the redtation raom goace (no
divided) retains original harizontal tangue-and-grcove wainsoating to four fest and pleder above Floars
are capaed and cdlings aredad in acoudicd tile. The windowfrimis origna and ample Severd
orignal fourpand doors ramain bawem the sthod room and the reatation room(s. Hardware with
the exagption of hinges gppearsreplacsd. Double doars a the canter rear of the schod raom gpen into
the 1948 ssttion. A amall alocove sparates the two sdtions

Therear section of thefir stfloor contains two equa szed rooms aegted by a partition wall added after
the origina condmdion. The sadow of aforme rear enfrance a the aanter of the narth wall is visble
on bath 9des of the partition wall. The two raoms have narrow, vertical, tongue-and-groove wainsooting
to a haght of abaut saven fedt, with plade above The wes roomfloor is carpaed; the ees raom floor
isnarrow celc boerds

The ssoondfloor is reeched etha by the orignal gair in the southeast comer of the building, o by a
ssoond daircase located on the east 9de of the building in the 1948 addition, a the junction of the two
sdtions It isfiillyendosd and isacoessd dgthe fram the edterior afromthe interior aloove bawen
the 1834 and 1948 s=ctions  The ssoondfl oor contains two prindpa goaces narth and south of the gair,
connedted viathe gair hall. The ddes sdtion congds of the ariginal schod room gpace with reatation

(continued)
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rooms on the west and south walls. The original stair is in an enclosed hallway in the southeast comer.

This floor also retains original horizontal wainscoting, plaster, and window frim in the school room and
recitation room spaces. The floors are narrow board hard pine. The front, southem, end of the school
room contains a low stage (approximately one foot high) that was original or added in the late nineteenth
century. Its curved front projects into the school room, while a partition wall creates a small room on the
stage itself, (photo 4)

The rear section of the second floor is a single room with pine paneling, hard pine floors, acoustical tile
ceiling, and abrick fronted fireplace.

Archasological Decription

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the nominated property, it is possible that sites are
present. Four prehistoric sites are recorded in the general area (within one mile). Environmental
characteristics for the property also indicate locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands)
which are favorable for many types of prehistoric sites. Most of the area, including the Academy
property, is characterized by relatively flat land surfaces and well drained soils formed in glacial outwash
in close proximity to wetlands. Marine related ecosystems and their associated coastal resources are also
found nearby. The Academy property actually borders Shivericks Pond to tlie north and Siders Pond,
which has an outlet to Falmouth Harbor, to the southwest. Homesteads for some of Falmouth's first
settlers are also reported around Siders Pond, possibly indicating a Native American presence in the area
since it was common for early European settlers to inhabit areas cleared for Native settlement and
agriculture. Given the above information and the size of the nominated property (2.5 ac), a high
potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources.

A high potential also exists for the recovery of historic archaeological resources on the property. While
no outbuildings are currently associated with the Academy, they may exist as archaeological resources.
Further documentary research combined with archaeological testing can determine the locations of
outbuildings and occupational related features (frash areas, privies, wells) associated witli initial use of
the property early in the 19" century. Archaeological resources may also survive in the area which
predate the school's constmction in 1834. This area is included in the general locus of the town's early
settlement beginning in the 177 century, indicating the potential for stmctural remains and related
features from residential, commercial and institutional sites beginning in that period.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

_XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.
__ C a birthplace or grave.
.D a cemetery.
.E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,
_F acommemorative property.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 60 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. IVlaior Bibliographical References

Barnstable, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Education
Social History

Period of Significance
1834-1948

Significant Dates

1834-built

1891 - facade changed

1895 - use as high school 1948 - rear addition

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State Agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government Library, Town Hall
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Lawrence Academy is architecturally significant as one of the finest and earliest Gregk Revival-style
buildings in Falmouth. Although modified, changes have not drastically affected the building's sdient
Greek Reviva characterigics, and it remains an excdlent example of the more daborate type of
academy building condructed in the region during the nineteenth century. Historicaly, the building
derives significance from its association with private (1834 to 1890) and public education (1890-95),
followed by socid and recreationd civic organizations in Famouth. Lawrence Academy retains
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and medts
National Register Criteria A and C a the local level.

By the second quarter of tlie nineteenth century, Falmouth was a bustling seefaring town with a hedthy
maritime and agriculture economy. The town's educationd nesds were being met through the district
sygdem which had been in place since the Colonia period. The quality of education in Massachusetts in
this period varied among district schools, depending on the interests and financial resources of the
district committees. Public education in common schools generally offered adequate instruction in
reading, writing, and use of numbers for every-day application. Although sscondary education had been
required by law since the seventeenth century, most communities did not fulfill this obligation. Asa
result, numerous private schools emerged throughout the Commonwedth to provide sscondary level
advanced schooling for children of moderately well off and well-to-do families (Trayser 1939:240).

Among the earliest academies were Phillips Academy, edablished & Andover in 1778, and Lenox
Academy, Lenox in 1802-1803 (both NR listed). By 1820 there were 26 incorporated academiesin
Massachusetts, and by 1840, there were 114. The academy was avital factor in Massachusetts education
from 1820 until the devdlopment of free public high schodls after the Civil War (Hart 1930, Vol. 4:177).

Following the trend initiated in the Cape Cod region by construction of Sandwich Academy in 1804, a
group of Famouth resdents gathered to establish a private academy to supplement the public school
sysem, and designed and condructed an ambitious building to house the new ingtitution. Other
academies congtructed on Cgpe Cod during this period included Rock Harbor Academy, Orleans (1827);
Davis Academy, Edgartown (1836); Barngtable Academy, Barngable (1839); and Brooks/Pine Grove
Seminary, Harwich (1844). Classica detailing, and colossa porticos, well illustrated by the Lawrence
Academy, were common design features of these stylistically ambitious buildings. (MHC 1987:213).

On September 30, 1833, a group of gentlemen (later Lawrence Academy Proprietors) "friendly to the
erection of a building in Famouth suitable for the accommodation of a High School" voted to form a
committee, comprised of John Jenkins as Chairman, Harrison Goodspesd, and Knowles Butler to devise

(continued)
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a plan ad invedtigate the costs and possble locations for a schod (Records of Proprietors Committee
1833-1835).

At the following megting on October 10, 1833, the group acogpted the committegs plan and voted to
procure a lot of not less than one-hdf aoe in the canter of town. One hundred dheres of dock
subscriptions were authorized for sde & a maximum price of $25 dollars pa dare (Recards of
Proprietois Committee 1833-1835).

Ove the next few months, sles procesded, and on May 20, 1834, the proprigtors voted to purcheese alot
of land offered by Desoon Braddock Dimmick for $17500. They further voted thet the avaue
(Acadamy Lane) leading from the lot to the public roed (Main Strest) be & lesst 40 feet wide. A
Building Committee mede up of John Perking Thomes Swift, and Slas Lamrence, J. wes edablished,
and condruction gpparently began shortly theresfter (Records of Proprietors Committee 1833-1835).

OnJduly 21, 1834, it was voted to purdhese abdl ad two goves to build aportico, and to add blinds to
thewindows By mid-November, the not-yet-completed building wes dreedy in use At their medting of
Novarmba 15 inthe building, the proprietors resolved that Reverend Josah Beatt, J. be requested to
publicly dedicate the building on the first day it would be publicly gpened and granted permission for its
ue for a teechers convettion the following wesk.  Authorization of interior painting, in colors
degermined by the Building Committee, occurred on Novamber 19, 1834 (Reocords of Proprigtors
Committee 1833-1835).

The building was complete by Decamber 3, 1834, for & that meeting, the Building Committee presanted
the acoount of $2,185 for condruction. The rent for the whole building wes st a $106 per annum; while
rent for just the lower part was $75 pa annum, and for the upper part $30 pa aanum. The bdll did not
mest expectations and wes to be returned to the manufacturer in the soring.

On January 27, 1835, the proprietors voted to proosed with forma incorporation (Records of Proprietors
Committee 1833-1835). On March 7, 1835, the proprietors incorporated the Flmouth Acadamy. By
November 1835, Famouth Acadany possessed aBoard of Ovarssars and Rules and Regulations. These
dated that the school would be open year round and a established hours that there would be three
vacations of one to two weeks per year; that tuition would be $4.25 evary 12 weeks that schod days
would open and dose with Scriptures and prayer or anging; that all schdlars would regularly attend
Sabeth public worship; ad that rules of conduct would be adhaed to (Records of Proprietors
Committee 1833-1835). Made ad femde teechars ware exgeged to provide ingtruction.

(continued)
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Two schoals opened in 1836. H. Frances Jenking sger of John Jenkins, rented the upper school room
and adjoining small redtation room for a " female schod” . The " male school" occupied the lower schoadl
room. Thefirs maleteacha wasR. D. Gardener, followed by |saac Swift, and by Robert T. Conant.
On Augug 19, 1839, the Falmouth Academy stockhadders numbered 40, and a dividend of $1.00 per
share was paid. Oliver C. Swift and Thomas Swift each possessad the maximum of Sx shares apiece,
whilethe remainde of the sockholders hdd betwean one and four.

The next magjor event in the higory of the schod occurred in January 1842, when the proprietors
acoepted a legacy inthe will of Shubad Lawrence of a $10,000 pamanent trugt fund, provided that the
name be changed to the Lawrence Academy. Little is known about Lawrence, who died a bachdor at
age 44. Hismoney was derived from awoden mill built by his father on the Coonamessstt River in
1783 and atavern, now the Artigs Guild (NR pending), appaositethe East End meeting house (to which
he also left abequest) (Annual Report 1909:57; Falmouth's Pagt, Septembea 20, 1968).

At the first medting of the Lawrence Academy trugees Augud 15, 1842, it was vated to improvethe
grounds by whitewashing the fence and planting trees Thetrugess condged of Aaron Cornish, Richard
S. Wood, John Jenkins, John Hatch, Jr., Harrison Goodspeed, KnowlesButler, and ThomasL ewis, Jr.

At ameding on January 29, 1845, the trudess vated to dightly maodify the schoo terms and vacation
sthedule and add halidays on the day of the annua town meding and the fourth of July. The Catalogue
of the Overseers, Ingructorsand Students of October 31, 1845 ligs 46 male gudents and 48 female
dudents Themajority were from Falmouth, but several werefr omNew Bedford, Martha's Vineyard,
Sandwich, and Barngable, with onefr omBeaufort, SC, and onefromCanaan, NY. Sudents from out
of town would have boarded with private families.

A 0lid classical educational program was adapted in which, " The Plan of Ingruction .... is intended to
teach the Pupil to reason aswadl asto remember, and he isencouraged to ssk for knonedge nat only in
Books, but in the operations of Nature, and the daily occurrencesof Life" (Catalogue 1845). A letter of
1852 from one of the overssers to a progpective indructor nated that the " schod is desgned to preface
youth for entranceto our colleges, and to fit them for the active budness of life' (Leter of John Jenkins
to GeorgeE. Clarke, March 18, 1852).

The 1867 Catalogue destribed the attractive setting and educational appurtenances of the school, nating
that it was accessible by geamer, viaNew Bedford, or by rail viathe CapeCod & Fall River Railroad.

(continued)
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The course of ingrudion induded English, Classical, Modem Languages and Commerdial departments

(Catalogue 1867). By 1873, the Catalogue divided pupils into year of ingruction (Introductory, Firg
Year, Sscond Year), presmted an Honor Role, and offered gudies in the English and Classical (induding
German and French) departments and well as coursss in rhetoric and mathematics Tuition was $6 for

Common English and $8 for Higher English, Latin, or Gresk. The Board of Ingruction was comprisd
of Lucian Hunt, principal and teacher, and Mary E. Atkinson and M .E. Blandin, teachers of mathematics

Thetrudess congged of Oliver C. Swift, William Nye, R.S. Wood, Warren N. Borne, George W. Swift,
William Davis, and Henry S. Fish (Catalogue 1873). In 1884, the building's interior was thoroughly

repaired and remodded with new furniture

In redx>nse to changing trends in public schoal philosophies and pursuant to legidation of 1827 and
1869, Massachusts towns embarked on programsto condruct or areate high schools beginning about
mid-century. Sate law required towns to dther to furnish advanced schodling or to pay for it, and for
towns with populations of over 4,000 to esablish a high schod (Trayser 1939:243).  Falmouth, like
mog other towns went through a period of educational trandtion in the devdopment of ssoondary
education during the sscond half of the ningdeanth century. By 1867, the Falmouth School Committee
(membe's James P. Kimball, James B. Evereit, and David Brigham) was consdering trying to acquire
the Lawrence Academy for use as a higli schoal in order to comply with the State Board of Education
laws. The Schod Committee aimual report for that year suggested that, " If the proprietors of Lawrence
Academy were willing to give or sdl ther building to the town, the Legidaturewould undoubtably
legalize a change to the 'Lawrence High School' and then, with the Fund [date rambursament monies
for tuition] to aid us, at small expense, we might comply with the law, and give to all our children the
advantages of a good educationfr eeof charge" (FHS callections). The Schoo Committee no doubt was
sking the mog expeditious and inexpensve route to compliance with the education laws No ather
building in Falmouth at the time would have bean 3o well auited to converson to a public high schoal as
the LawTaonce Academy.

Barngable, to condder one athe nearby example of this trangtion, had numerous academies operating
for different lengths of time beginning in 1839. Thetown made attempts in the 1860s to comply with the
laws and finally voted in 1872 to abdlish digrict schools and in 1873 to edablish a high school. The
town initially took over the exiging Wet Barndable schod located in the West Precinct Church.
However from 1873 to 1879, the schod dternated betwean Barndable Village and Hyannis, to the
detriment of the sudents with othe schools esablished in ather sections of town. In 1905, the town
built its first purpose-built high schod located in Hyannis (Trayser 1939:244-246).  In the western part
of the gate L enox Academy, Lenox (1802-1803) became a high schoal from 1866 to 1880, when the
town congructed a new high school, and then again briefly from 1903 to 1909, when a second, new high
(continued)
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school waserected (Parrish @ al. 1982). Similarly, the Powers I ngitute, Bemardgon (NR liged), erected
asaprivate academy in 1857, wasdedgnated asa public high schodl inthe early 1890s, and continued to
srveassuch until 1958 (Dempsey & al. 1993).

On May 3, 1890, a mgjority of the gockholders of Lawrence Academy vated unanimoudy to acogpt an
offer fromthe Town of Falmouth of $3,000 for the building, and in 1891 the corporation was dissolved.
The lag principal of Lawrence Academy was Séba A. Halton, who had worked there on savera
occadons in 1868 and 1874, before serving as prindpal from 1831 to 1891 when the schod dosed.
According to a newsartice, when hetook over the schod therewere 23 pupils, which increassd to about
70 in his lagt year. In 1881 he indituted public graduations and graduates recaved diplomas on the
dagein town hall (no source, Falmouth Higtorical Sodety files).

The Town Aimual Report for 1891 liged three pages of items assodated with " Repairs of Lawrence
Academy," totaling $662.71. Materias indude pods joists, two-by-fours, board lumber, nails, window
sorings and lights, a door frame, plager, wall paper, paint, blackboards deks and athe itemsin
quantities that suggest the Town unde'took mgar renovations of the building. Higoric views document
that the reconfiguration of the facade openings occurred at this time (FHS callections, Falmouth
Enterprise collections). The change from the original two boys and girls schools entrances to a single
central entrance is commenaurate Viith the trangtion of the schod to a coeducational high school. The
repairs induded a new fence and the ingallation of a new Magee furnace. Sale of the dd stoves offast
$20 of therepair cogts. The individual involved in the work indude Jossph F. Fish, F. M. Hatch, A. W.
Davis, Ephraim Lawrence, R. Frank Davis, Nickerson Brothers and athers (Aimual Report 1892: 10-13).

After serving five years as the town's public high school, Lawrence Academy was replaced by a new,
up-to-date Shingle Style high schoal, Lawrence High Schoaol. Congruction of the new schod reflects the
datewide shiftfr omwood-frame, small schoo housesto larger, usually masonry buildings, dthough the
Lawrence High School was unusual in being built of wood. Lawrence High Schod good on the north
dde of Main Stret betwean the Public Library and a grocery gore until it wasdemadlished in 1954.

TheMarch 1896 Town Medting voted to " grant the entire use of the dd high schod building to the P.F.
Jones Pogt, Grand Army of the Republic, for a condderation of one ddlar pe year until a mare
convenient place isfurnished." The Lawrence Academy continued to be used by the GAR, and later the
Sonsof Union Veeransand thar auxiliary, the Women's Relief Corpsuntil the 1930s Following World
War |, the American Legion local unit William W. Wood Post dominated use of the building beginning

(continued)
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in 1924, causng it to be renamed Legion Hall. Sgt. William W. Wood weas a charter member of the
North Falmouth Grange, Megansett Hall (sse North Falmouth Village Historic District, NR pending)
whowas killed in Francein 1918.

During World War || and later the Korean War, the United Service Organizations operated alocal USO
officein LegionHall, serving troops a nearby OtisAir Force Base and Camp Edwards. These period of
the building's use was no doubt vibrant, but is not well documented in historic archiva sources, ad
atempts to locate local individuals with ora history knowledge was not productive. This period inthe
building's history remains atopic for future research. Neverthdess the leve of activity in the building a
thistime isreflected inthe fact that it was nearly doubled in Szein 1948 to accommodate socia services

programs. The addition added a meeting room on the second floor and possibly a kitchen on the first
floor.

The addition does not gppear on the 1914 or 1930 Sanborn maps, but gopeersin aMay 1948 newsdgper
photograph (FHS collections). Furthermore, the Town report for the year ending December 31,1948
includes a vote appropriating $4,000 for "dterations and extensons to Legion Hall" (Town Report
1949:15), and the next year's report itemizes $3,732.90 for Legion Hall dterations, including
advertising, architect, contract, extras, and lighting (Town Report 1950:286). A building permit was
apparently applied for after the fact, for Building Permit #2169, a 28-by-10-foot addition to Legion Hall
for $3,500, was dated March 9,1949 (Building Official Records).

The Lawrence Academy continues to play avital roleinlocal civic and socid activities. From 1948 to
the 1960s the building continued to house the American Legion. Since the 1960s, the flrst floor hes
been occupied by the Chamber of Commerce offices, and the sscond floor by the Samaritans offices.
Veterans of organizations continue to use the sscond floor rear meeting room.

Preservation  activities associated with the Lawrence Academy have included, adequate generd
maintenance by the Town of Falmouth and retention of character-defining architectural features. In
addition, the bell tower has been a specific focus of preservation efforts. The original tower was
removed due to deterioration sometime in the 1950sor 1960s In 1976, a new tower was rased as a
Bicentennia project with town and sate funding. Its design was basad on historic views and it was built
by Arthur P. Vidal, S... The 1835 bell, which had been presarved by the Falmouth Historical Society,
was returned to the tower a that time. In 1991, the cupola roof was dameged by Hurricane Bob, and in
1993 itswas replaced by an identical unit, again fabricated by Arthur P. Vidal, Sr..
(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement and subsistence in Falmouth and in the Upper Cape Cod areain
generd are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be significant. While archaeological research
has been active throughout much of the Cgpe during most of the 20th century, the Upper Cgpe, including
Falmouth, has been neglected during the effort. Limited amateur artifact collections are available for the
town, and, when present often lack locational and contextua information reducing their vaue for
undergtanding the nature of settlement and change within the town. Limited numbers of professiona
archaeologica surveys in the town have dso rarely included substantial excavations and have focused on
their immediate areawith little interpretation of the role of local Stes and issues of regiond prehistory.

The above information indicates the systematic study and interpretation of any surviving dtes in the
town can be important in better understanding the prehistoric settlement and subs sence in Falmouth and
in the Upper Cgpe Cod locdle. Prehigtoric dtes in the Famouth locale can contribute information
relating to a number of potential research topics, many of which are directly rdated to the town's
location inacoagd areaand itsglacia history. Cgpe Cod's human settlement history of gpproximately
11,000 years combined with sea levels condderably lower that today following deglaciation crested an
environment in which human populations adgpted to changing resources & first characterized by an
inland environment which increasingly became coagtd as the sea level rose until it basicaly stabilized
approximately 5,000 years ago. Prehistoric dtesin the areacan dso contribute information relating to
Native tool technologies and the effectsof raw material availability. The lack of bedrock lithic sources
on the Cgpe and in Falmouth resulted in Native peoplestrading for raw materias or adapting to cobble
technologies and exploitation of lithic sources available in loca glacial outwash sources. Prehigtoric
dtes in the Academy locae may contain information indicating the extent to which locally available
outwash depodits were used as source aress for loca tool manufacture and the effect those source
materials had on varioustool production sequences.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated property conform to Town of Famouth Assessor's Mgp 38A, Lot 13A,
a shown on the accompanying map.

Boundary Jugtification

The boundaries are current boundaries of the property and conform to or encompess those acquired by
the Lavrence Acadamy Proprietors in 1834, and purchessd by the Town of Falmouth in 1890.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusatts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

January 8,1998

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 estreat, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination for:

Lawrence Academy, 20 Academy Lane, Falmouth (Bamstable Co.), MA
The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHigtoric Preservation Officer. The ovragrsof property in the Certified Local Government
community of Falmouth were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60-120 days
before the mesting.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg, National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclodire

cc. Mary Lou Smith, Fmouth Historical Commission
VirginiaValiela, Chair, Fmouth Board of Sdectmen
Virginia Adams, The Public Archaeology Laboratory, Inc., Preservation Consultant
Ann Sears 96 Locust Street, Falmouth

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 T DD: 1-800-392-6090
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