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1. Name of Property

higaicname Manoma Mills

ohe namegdterumba Manome Mill No. 1 and Manomet Mill No. 2, Ddavare Rayon Company; New Bedford
Rayon Company; Cliftex Corporation

2. Location
strest & numbe 194 -194R, 200 Rivarside Avenue na  notfor publication
dty or tomn  New Bedford na vidnity
date Masssdusis code MA  county Bristol code 005 zpoode (02740
3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this '“nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for

registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following leyel(s) of significance:

national statewide local

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, MA SHPO, MHC Date

Massachusetts Historical Commission/State Historic Preservation Office
state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting official Date

Title state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
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4. Natiorvtil Park Service Certification
| hereby ("ify that this property is:

entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register _ removed from the National Register

Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

private building(s) 3 0 buildings
public - Local district 0 0 sites
public - State site 0 2 structures
public - Federal structure 0 0 objects
object 3 2 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

INDUSTRY / manufacturing facility

(Enter categories from instructions.)
INDUSTRY /manufacturing facility

WORK IN FROGRESS
VACANT/NOT IN USE
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7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
) ) ) (Enter categories from instructions.)
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19 AND EARLY 20™ CENTURY

REVIVALS: Classicd Reviva foundation:  STONE grarite

wdls BRICK

STONE: granite
roof:  SYNTHETIC. nubba mamae
other:

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The Manome Mills are located on an gpproximatey 11.4-acre site batween Riversde Avenue and the Acushnet River a
the bese of Hathaway Srest in New Bedford, MA, immediatdy north of the Whitman Mills (NR, 2003) and Manomet
Stret. Themills conast of three wdl-preserved, two- and three-gtory, flat-roofed, utilitarian Classicd Revivd-gylebrick
buildings, and two noncontributing concrete cod bins. The extant contributing structures indude the three-gtory, 54-bay-
long Mill No. 1 (1903) that features evenly goaced, large window openings with ssgmeantd-arch lintds. Mill No. | is
connected to Mill No. 2 (1907) through aone-gtory, connecting brick structure &t thefirst floor level. Mill No. 2is dso
three gories tall and features 54 evenly goe0ed openings aorossitsmain brick devations. The freesanding, two-story No.
2 Depatment Room (1907) is ared-brick structure with punched, round-arch window openings, and adightly pitched
roof supporting a monitor and sawtooth.

Narrative Description

The Manomet Mills are a wdl-preserved grouping of two-and three-story, flat-roofed, brick buildings with utilitarian
Clasdcd Revivd detailing, stuated dong the west bark of the Acushngt River.  The extant sructures indude Mill No. 1
(1903, photogrgph #1 and 3); Mill No. 2 (1907, photogragph #2); and the freestanding, two-story No. 2 Department Room
(1907, photogreph #4). A onedory, brick gorehouse (1903-4) occupied the presant-day parking lot immediady
oppodte Mill No. 1 on Riversde Avenue, and was demolished by 1950, Attached to the eedt devations of Mills No. 1
ad 2, the origind Engine Houses and Boiler Houses were demalished during the first decade of the 21" century as a
result of severe deterioration and sructurd faillure.  Two rectangular, noncontributing concrete cod bins with 10-foot
walls are located eedt of Mill No. 2. The NashawenaMills borders the Manomet Mills to the north.

Mill No. 3 (1916) is located severd blocks north of the Manomet Mills a 744 Bdleville Avenue, neer Graham Stret.
This structure was 0ld to the Nashawena Mills, located immediatdy north of the Manomet Mills, in 1925, and wes
renamed Nashawena Plant B. The Manomet Mills dso induded a fourth structure, named Mill No. 4 (1920); howeve, it
is located gpproximatdy one-hdf mile west of Riversde Avenue on King Strest, and was s0ld to the Frestone Tire
Company in 1927. Mills No. 3 and 4 are not included in this nomination due to their siting, which is removed from the
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origind complex as well & their later, and longer, assoddions with other manufacturing concams. As the only
contiguous complex of Manomet Mills buildings, Mills No. 1 ad 2 and their outbuilding represent the origind and
longest-operating group of structures assodated with the short-lived, 21-year higtory of the Manomet Mills Company.

Mill No. 1

Mill No. 1 (130'x 600," photogrgphs #1 and 3), located a the northeest comer of Riversde Avenue and Manomet Stre,
weas condructed in 1903, ad is a three-dtory, red-brick indugtria building thet is 54 bays long and deven bays The
building ress on araised, brick besameant level st &op agranite foundation. Single-pane, multilight sorm windowswith
sngle-pane, multilight transoms are located in mogt openings within the building. Severd pairs of original, double-hung,
multipane windows with multilight transoms are present, es well as modem diding windows with plywood infill pends
Thewedt (Riverdde Avenue) devation is 54 bayswide and three gories high above ahaf-story besamnat leve. The west
eevation conggs of evenly spaced, large, punched window openings with ssgmentd-arch lintelsand dightly projecting,
dender, rough-hewn granite sills. A cag-gdone pand, gating "MANOMET 19-MILLS-03," is located on the first-floor
level above aformer entranceway that hes bean infilled with red brick. The primary entrance is located & the northwest
comer of the building, through the red-brick, single-story entry lobby that servesMill No. 1 and Mill No. 2, congructed
ca 1928, Thislobby, utilized as office goaoeg issymmerica in fenestration. The dightly projecting centra bay fegtures a
dlass replacemant door, flanked by tall sddights and topped by dongated, round-arch transoms Raised, pedimented
projecting pavilions aso provide aocess to the lobby. Additionally, MillsNo. 1 and 2 ae connected via apair of endosd
overheed bridges baetwean the north devation of Mill No. 1 and the south eevation of Mill No. 2.

The red-brick south (Manomet Street) devation is deven bayswide and three dories high aove an devaied besamat
aop agranite foundation. The south devation features large, evenly goecad punched window openings with segmentd
ach lintelsand dightly projecting, dender, rough-hewn granite sills. The centrd bay congds of three former hoisway
openings with granite sills st & the interior floor level. The wetemmogs basament-levd  opening originaly sarved asan
egress door to an interior Sair.

The eedt (reex) devation is 54 bays long and three staries high above aone-hdf to full-story besamant level. The mgority
of the eadt devation condgts of evenly oaoed, large, punched window openings with ssgmentd-arch lintelsand dightly
projecting, dender rough-hewn granite sills. The southem end of the building contains some deteriorated and painted
masonry bays. A two-bay-wide, red-brick, three-gtory with raised besamant toilet block projects out ane bay betwemn
bays 27 and 29. Inaddition, ared-brick vertical geer shaft extends ebove the roofline near the south end of the building,
ad is immediady adjacat to a large two-gtory opening that projects into the building with brick walls. A 172-gory
addition extends off the main devation of the building and wraps around the onebay toilet block. The addition is
svady dderiorated, and condgs of dtered loading bays with concrete lintds and punched window openings
Approximatedy hdf of the upper-leve window openings, and dl of the basament-levd window openings on this devation
have been infilled with brick. Severd of the upper-levd windows have aso bean reduced in height by raising the sills.
Many of the besement leved windows have bean converted to doorways, some with devated |oading docks

Mill No. 1 condds of large, open floor plates with brick exterior walls, painted round wood pods, chamfered beems, ad
painted overhead decking. A modam interior firewall sgoarates the building into two setions ondl levds. Two origind
wood daircasss are located a the northwest and southwest comers of the building, each endosad within abrick Sairtower
extending from the besameant to the third floor (sse photographs 5 and 6).
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Mill No. 2

Mill No. 2 (130x600, photogrgph #2) located directly north of Mill No. 1 on Riversde Avenue, was congmcted in 1907
ad is a threedory, red-brick. Classcd Revivd-gyle industrid building with a flat roof and dightly projecting
overhanging bracketed eaves Very similar in design to Mill No. 1, the west (Riversde Avenue) devation feaures
punched segmenta arch openings with red brick lintelsand rough-cut granite sills. Themill is 54 bayslong ad ten bays
wide. The three-gtory building rests on a raised, partidly abovegrade brick besament that features short, round-arch
windows, similar in design to those found throughout the remainder of the building. One small, pesked-roof, projecting
brick entryway with granite dairs is Stuated & the northem ed of the devation. Asdestribed ebove, the south devation
of Mill No. 2isconnected to Mill No. | through thefirst-floor lobby addition and by apair of endosed overheed bridges

The red-brick north devation is deven bays wide ad three gories high above an devated besamat st aop agranite
foundation. The north devation features large, evenly goeced punched window openings with ssgmentd-arch lintds and
dightly projecting, dender, rough-hewn granite sills, and both end bays feature blank brick walls, indicating the location
of interior Sairs and eevator shefts.

The eest (rear) devation of the building features 54 punched, segmentd-arch gpenings with red-brick lintels and rough-

at granite sills. Thethree-dory building rests on araised, partidly ebove-grade brick besamant that features short round-
arch windows, similar in design to thase found throughout the remainder of the building. The origind boiler house ad
anokestack were removed ca2000, leaving only a smal portion of the origind Engine House The remaining portions
congd of the gear shaft and reamnants of the two-story engine room projecting off the reer devation. Severd wood-frame
and concrete-block additions have been edded to the besamant leve of the esst devation Snce 1950,

Similar to Mill No. I, Mill No. 2 condgs of large open floor plaes with brick exterior walls, painted round wood podts
and painted overhead decking. Unlike Mill No. 1, Mill No. 2 contains painted sed |-beams carrying thefirst, second, ad
third floors, but the roof is supported by wood beams (photograph #7). Two original wood Sarcases are located a the
northwest and southwest comers of the building, eech endosad within abrick stairtower extending from the besamat to
thethird floor.

Mill No. 2 Department Room

Originally connected by overheed bridges (removed ca2000) to MillsNo. 1 and 2, the Mill No. 2 Department Room
(1907, photogrgph #4) is afree-sanding ancillary building located eest of MillsNo. 1 and 2. Although no records exist
identifying the exact use of thisbuilding, it is presumed to be the finishing department where goods were pecked for
shipment to market. The two-story, red-brick building istopped by adightly pitched roof, supporting both a monitor roof
towards its northem end, and asawtooth roof towards its southem end. The building features punched, round-arch
window openings with red brick lintels and rough-cut sills, similar to thasefound in the mainmill buildings of the
complex. A small, shed-roofed covered entry on the south devation provides aocess to the interior.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known in the Manomet Mills higtoric digtrict, sites may be presant. Fifteen
Native stes are known in the gengd area(within ane mile); all located on upland and shordine aress on the eetam sSde
of the Acushnet River. Environmenta characteridtics of the district prior to industrial and urban devdopment represant
locationd criteria(dope, soil drainege, proximity to wetlands) that were favorable for the presance of Native American
dtes. The digtrict occupies alevd to moderatdy doping riverinetarace located dong the westem shordine of the tidd
Acushna River, the eestem border of the district. Soils in the area are clasdified as urben land; however, prior to
industria and residentid devdopment soils were probably ssndy and well drained. Given the above information, the
digtrict areawould have provided an excdlent settlement locationfor Native Americans, with acoessto awide variety of
5
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floraand fauna from upland and marinerdated ecosysems available for ther subsgence  In genad, however, the
potentid for locating significant andeat Native American resources in the digtrict is low. Condruction of sx mill
buildings with besaments severd outbuildings, and rdated utilities would have desroyed any ancient resourcesthat ware
presat in the area

A high potentid exigs for locating historic archaeologicd resources inthe Manomet Mills Digtrict. No higtoric land use
hes bemn identified in the district prior to the congtruction of Mill No. 1in 1903, The existing mill complex, condgting of
Mill No. 1, Mill No. 2, and the Depatmeant Room were condructed on vecat land & the tum of the 20* century.
Structurd evidence meay survive from a brick sorehouse (1903-4) that occupied the present-day parking lot immediady
oppaogte Mill No. 1 on Riverside Avenue The sorehouse was demalished by 1950. Similar evidence mey dso survive
from the origind Engine and Boiler Housss origindly atached to the eest devations of Mill Nos 1ad 2. The latter
sructures were demolished during the first decade of the 21" century as a result of severe deterioration and structurd
failure. Archaeologicd evidence of outbuildings, utilities, and industrid trash deposits may dso exigt in the district
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)

for National Register listing.)
ARCHITECTURE

Property is associated witti events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our COMMERCE
history. COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
Property is associated with the lives of persons
([ J
significant in our past. INDUSTRY
Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1903-1962

individual distinction.

° D  Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1903-1907 (construction of Mills. No. 1, 2)

Criteria Considerations

(Mari® "x" in all tbe boxes that apply.) o
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation
N/A
C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.
Architect/Builder
Charles Roderick Makepeece

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance begins with constmction of Mill No. 1in 1903 and extendsto 50 years prior to submittal of this
nomination.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The Manomet Mills in New Bedford, Massachusatts an early 20™-century mill complex, is representative of the large,
sdf-contained, utilitarian, brick, pier and masonry spandrd manufacturing facility typicaly congtructed in New Bedford
as the city trangtioned from New England's mgor whaing port to a large industria city focused on the production of
cotton textiles. The complex is dso sgnificant for its assodaions with intemationaly known mill architect/engineer
Chales R. Makepeere of Providence, Rhode Idand, notable contractor Benjamin F. Smith, ad leading textile
manufecturer and commisson agent William Whitman.  These three men were respongble for the etadishment of
muhiple mill devdopment projectsin New Bedford, including the adjacent Whitman Mills (NR, 2003), Neshawera Mills,
Nonquitt Mills, Beleville Waehouse Company (NRDOE, 1987) and many other complexes in Massachusdtts The
nominated complex, condructed on vacart land & the tumof the 20* century, conggs of Mill No. 1, Mill No. 2, andthe
Depatment Room. Mill No. 3, which is located severd blocks north of Mills 1 and 2, is not part of this nomination. The
nominated Manomet Mills complex retains integrity of location, dedgn, setting, materids, feding, assodaion ad
workmanship. In recognition of its hitorical assodaions with the cotton-textile industry of Nev  Bedford, its eminent
architect, builder, and developer, ad its architectura sgnificance as awdl-preserved example of industrid architecture,
the Manomet Mills are digible for listing in the Nationd Regiger of Historic Haoes under criteriaA and C, ad ae
sgnificant a the locd levd.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

The Manomet Mills mea criterion A for assodation with the devdopment of the cotton-textile industry in New Bedford.
The Manome Mills ae dgnificant for assodaion with William Whitman, Charles Roderick Makepeece, ad the
expandon of the textile manufacturing industry in New Bedford. The company designed its mills with heating and
ventilation requirements, dictated by Massachusatts laws, for the hedth and welfare of its workers, and paid its enployess
wages condgat with the other textile manufacturers of the time. The Manoma Mills produced high-quaity combbed
yan for the production of hosey and undeweer. Produced by a largdy immigrant workforce, the mills averted any
mgor labor upheavd that plagued the industry due to its brief tenure of operation during aperiod of reative cadmwithin
the labor movemat in New Bedford. Like may mills in the city, the buildings remaned productive under new
ownership until the second half of the 2% century, which saw asubgtantia dedinein loca manufacturing.

The Manome Mills med criterion C as awdl-preserved complex of cotton mills, designed by renowned architect Charles
R Méakepeerce, for a highly successful textile manufacturer in the city of New Bedford. The three-building digtrict is
represantative of the large-scale, red-brick. Classca Reviva-syle, utilitarian architecture prevaent in mill congruction in

Nev Bedford & the tum of the 20* century. The 32 -sory connected complex featured widefl oorplateswith
monumental window openings to provide sufficient light to operate the mill's spinning mechinery for the production of
cotton yam. The heavy timber-frame, pos-ancHbeam condruction wes typica of Chales Makepesoe-designed miill

complexes aoross New  England.

New Bedford wes origindly part of the town of Dartmouth, edablished in 1664. During the eaxly years of settlemantin
Datmouth, mog of the resdents were Quakears from Plymouth and Taunton, Massachusdtts and Portsmouth, Rhode
Idand. Thisarearemaned largdy agricultura until the middle of the 18 century when the harbor wasfirst exploited for
whding and locd and foreign trade. By the 17605 the resdentid and commercid devdopment of the town wes focussd
dong the waterfront. Support indudtries began to anarge such as shipbuilding, rendering plants and ropewaks. Whaling
became the prime indugtry in New Bedford, and generated a grest ded of wedth for its invesors. During the
Revolutionary War, however. New Bedford became a haven for privatears and suffered greatly following a British attack
on the town in 1778 which bumed many of the homes vessds, and businesses of the rebd Americans. As aresult of
conddereble redevd opment in the arear New Bedford was incorporated as a sgparate township in 1787.
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Following the Revolutionary War, New Bedford rebounded economicaly, and by 1804 hed reumed to short-lived
prosperity which ended with marine embargos assodated with the War of 1812,  Dexpite these obdiades, by 1820, New
Bedford hed surpessed Nantucket in the whaing industry. New Bedford was chartered as acity in 1847, following rgpid
devdopmeant as an urban center and the extendon of the New Bedford & Taunton Railroad into the north ed of New
Bedford. By 1857, locd whaling ships landed nearly half of adl whale oil usd in the United Sietes Dueto the high rate
of retum on whaing ventures many of New Bedford'swedthiest invesiors failed to invest in other new busnesses such
& the emerging textile indudtry.

New Bedford sasv mgor improvements to the community’'s municipa water sysem infrastructure following the
egdablishment of the City's first mgjor textile manufacturing complex a Wamautta Mills.  This action dlowed for the
expandon of textile productionin New Bedford, which was dready well underway in communities such as Fal River ad
Lowell. Between 1830 and 1910, 24 textile mills opened in New Bedford. Sarviced by new railroad connections, 33
textile mills employed over 30,000 people by 1915. New Bedford's employment opportunities drew thousands of new
immigrantsto the city which saw its population expend from 40,000 in 1830 to 120,000 in 1920, with dose to 40% being
foreign-bom of Canadian, Irish, Italian, Scottish, Portuguese, and Gresk descant.

Egablishment of Manoma Mills

The Manome Mills are one of a number of textile manufacturing facilities devdoped by William Whitman, who sarved
& the presdent of the compeany from 1903 to his death in 1928, and his assodates This devdopment partnership westhe
first group of outdders to devdop textile mills in the city, which, up until that time, were esablished and owvned by
prominent Nev Bedford busnessmen.  Whitman served as the president of four facilities: Manomet Mills, Nonquitt Mills,
Whitman Mills, and Nashavena Mills, all of which were noted intheir day as modds of modearn textile congruction and
production.

Whitman was bom in NovaScotiain 1842, to afarming family. He eventudly immigrated to Bagton where he worked &s
adek inadry goods merchant's office. After sevard years Whitman weas employed as the tressurer of the Rabat M.
Bailey & Cowhich intended to rebuild thefire-damagedArlington Woolen Mill in Lawrence. After two years. Whitmen
left to purchese his own mill in Ashland, New Hampshire, but retumed two years later to rebuild the Arlington Mills.

Whitman saved &s treesurer of the Arlington Mills from 1867 to 1902, and presdent from 1902 to 1913. Renowned for
its outstanding architecture, it wes one of the largest wood and cotton manufacturing entitiesin the country.

In 1887, Whitman joined Harding, Colby & Company, commission merchants who were the sdling agants for the
Arlington Mills. After the degth of one of the partners, the firm was reorganized in 1889, with Whitman as the managing
patner of the company, then known as Harding, Whitman & Company. 1t wes during this period that Manomet Mills No.
1 and 2 were condructed. By 1909, the previous partnership wes dissolved and the firm became known as the William
Whitman Company.

Whitman called upon Charles Roderick Makepeeoe, arenowned designer of indudtrid architecture in North America, to
desgn Manomet Mill No. 1. Whitman likely first met Makepesoe during his tenure a the Arlington Mills in Lavrence as
they rebuilt that facility. Makepesoe hes bean identified with the desgn of more than 250 manufacturing plants in the
United States and aoroad, severd of which were conadmcted for Whitman. Commissons induded the Whitman Millsin
New Bedford, the Arlington Mills in Lawrence (NRDIS 1985), the Ogkland Mills in Rhode Idand, Suncook Millsin New
Hampghire, the Dana Warp Mills in Maine, the Miami Woolen Mills in Ohio, the Woodbury Cotton Mills in Maryland,
the Eno Coatton Mills in North Caroling, the Clifton Manufacturing Compary Mills in South Cardling, the Clugt-Pegbody
Mills in Connecticut, the Skenanedora Mills in New Y ork, the Louisville Caotton Mills in Kentucky, the Califomia Cotton
Mills in Califomia, the Alden Knitting Mills in New Orleans ad the Gaveston Cotton Mills in Texas e wel &
factoriesin Mexico, Caneda, South America, and Audtrdia
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Méakepesce dtended Trinity College (now Duke University), but did not gredugte due to illness. In addition to his
traditional schooling. Makepeece leamed about the textile manufacturing process and operdions & his father's
Fayetteville, North Caroling, factory. 1n 1885, hejoined the engineering firm of D.M. Thompson in Providence, Rhode
Idand, which would later become CR. Makepeace & Comparty. Makepeaces firm spedidized in the design, enginesring,
and equipping of cotton and woolen mills, bleecheries, dyeworks, and poweahousses Not to limit his interest. Makepesoe
was d0 an active mambe of the political and budness arenas. He st on the Providence City Council, where he sarved
on sevad committess addressng public works and facilities manegement.  He ds0 sarved on various boards, including
the United Sates Bobbin & Shuttle Company, the Fireman's Mercantile and the Naragensett Mutua Fire Insurance
companies, the Rhode Idand Invesment Company, and the American Supply Compary.  As a mamber of the Wa
Industries Board during World Wer |, he s on a commiittee that determined maximum chargesfor dl cotton goods sold
to the govemment and military.

Benjamin Ford Smith, who dso worked on the Arlington Mills project with Whitman and Mekepesoe, wes hired by
Whitman to condruct the mills. Smith grew up in Gloucester, RI, gopreticed as a carpenter, and atended the Lgohem
Indtitute in North Scituate, RI for ayear. From 1873 to 1878, Smith worked as a foreman for the congtruction firm of
Kenyon, Whittaker & Smith. 1n 1891, Smith bought out the last remaining partner in the compary, which incorporated as
BenjaminF. Smith& Company. Among the more than seventean mills congructed by Smithin New Bedford are four of
Whitman's devdopments.  His company’s other works extend from Lavrence, Massechusats to Pawtucket, Rhode
Idand.

The Early Yearsaf the Mills

The Manome&t Mills were incorporated in 1903 with an organizationa capita of $3,000,000. The first building to be
condructed was Mill No. 1 (photogrgphs 1 and 3) ad its assodaed Engine House (no longer extant) and Boiler Room

(no longer extant). Inthat sameyea, alarge, one-dory sorehouse was condructed across Riverdde Avenue. The miill

begen operation with 203,000 spindles for the production of cotton yams.  William Whitman saved as the miill's
presdent a its founding. By 1910, the mill was paying out a dock dividend of 3 13 %, which was a the high exd of
profitsfor millsin the New Bedford and Fal River markels

In 1907, the company doubled in sze with the congruction of Mill No. 2 (photogrgph #2) ad its assodaed Engine
House Boiler House, and Depatment Room (photograph #4). The Manomet Mills produced high-qudity combed yarn
for sde to knitting mills throughout the country for the production of hosery axd undewear. Each mill within the
complex was powered by its own powerhouse, which contained Corliss enginesthat powered generators and rope drives
to operate the spinning depatments Unlike the adjacent Whitman Mill, which hed a centrd powehouse sarving the
entire complex, eech of the Manoma Mills were powered independently to alow greater control over the production
goed throughout the complex.

The Manomet Mills were never outfitted with aweaveshed for the production of fabrics; rather it continued to produce
combad cotton yams, even with the congtruction of Mill No. 3 in 1916, for sde to knitting mills. The yam weas sold
exdusvey by Harding, Whitman & Company, later William Whitman & Compary, a their 78 Chauncy Sredt office in
Bogon ad their Philade phia office & 300 Chestnut Strest. The company produced single and multi-ply mule- or frame-
Foun yams, and would dso produce specidty for the webhing, threed and embroidery trades. The compaly goun yam
from American and Egyptian cotton which arrived to the sorehouse across Riversde Avenue where it wes gpened ad
then st over to MillsNo. 1 and 2for carding and spinning.
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The Operation of the Mills

The manufacture of cotton yam a Manomet Mills required hundreds of skilled and unskilled workers over the course of
its history. The complex process from ddivery of baes of cotton to the mills to shipment of combed cotton yams, wes
undertaken in two digtinct operations—preparaion and spinning.

Preparation

Upon ddivery by rail to the dorehouse, originally Stuated acrass Riversde Avenue from Mill No. 1, belesof cotton were
taken from the gorehouse to ane of two of the opening houses within that building. The cotton bales were opened ad
placed into the opening maching, where a beeting action loosened thefi bersand sgparated out impurities. The cotton wes
processed through severd picker machines  There were three kinds generdly usad: the bregker picker, the intermediate
picker, andfinisherpickers The bregker picker, which was the first machine in the series, took cotton in a fluffy mess
patidly deaned it, and then produced the cotton in a wide shest of matted fibers, which were ralled into a cylinder like
dhape cdled alap. The intermediate picker hed the same function as the bregker, with the exception that four of the lgos
were fed into the mechine and a leveling device mede the product (which was a0 in lgp form) into a shedt of even
thickness  Thefinishing picker wes the same s the intermediate, and completed the process by deaning and fluffing the
cotton afinal time. The cotton was then blown into the pickerhouse within the sorehouse building, by means of large fan
blowers, for continued processing.

The next gepin the process of preparing thefibers,was performed by acarding mechine that separated and pardided the
fibers, removed impurities, and ddivered thefibersin the form of divers—ong loosdy twisted pieces of catton fibers—
which then went to the drawing frame. For this operation, the cotton meterids moved to Mills No. 1 and 2, which both
performed the same operations.  The drawing frame operation, immediately following carding, partly pardided ad drewv
down the fibers. Thisweas accomplished by feeding afew of the divers from the carding mechine & adow goed through
fluted feed rollers, and ddivering them a a grester goead though another st of rollers, cdled ddivery rollers. The
combing process brought the fibers pardld to eech other, removed neps (naturdly occurring knots in thefibersof the
cotton) and other impurities, extracted a large portion of the short fibers, and was mogt commonly used to produce fine
yam. Next, the dubbing machine "drew down" (reduced the Sze of ) and loosdly twisted the diverstogether into aroving,
adightly twigted diver of cotton, which was sufficient in strength for subssquent operations. The roving was then pessed
through the fly frame in which two srands of roving were combined in a wishbone-shgped mechine, until it met the
desired weight.

Spinning

Spinning, dso undertaken in Mills No. 1 and 2, wes the final process in drawing down and twisting cottonfibersinto
yam. Ore or more drands of dightly twisted roving were ussd to aregte a single srand of oun yam, which was wound
onto bobbins by the goesder mechines Y am wes differentiated into warp—the yam running lengthwise in the cloth—
and the filling, the yam that runs crosswise inthe cloth. In preparaion of the sock for gpinning, the doubling mechine
wes used: two or more lgps, divers, or rovings were doubled or combined and fed into the next operation, from which
they would emargeas asngle lgp or diver. The winding machine then wound a continuous length of yam into a gpool.

The yam wes then placed on the ring-spinning machine, utilizing a method of spinning yam with aring ad travder,

which inserted the twist and guided the winding of the yam onto a bobbin in a continuous and smultaneous spinning

operation. The mule spinning maching, with intermittent action, first oun the yam and then wound it on aspindle into a
andl packege cdled a cop (a cylindrical unit of yam wound on a pgper tube). It goun yams of ay count, but wes
generdly usd to obtain very fine counts snce mulesoun yamfibersdid not lie sraight in the yam (as they do in ring
goun yam), they formed abulkier yam and thus afabric that wasfuller.
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Oper atives of the Mills

The Manomet Mills operated during a period of economic improvement that saw little in the way of lebor digoutes

however, it, like other mills in New Bedford, employed a mosly low-wage, immigrant community—mearny from Caneda,
Irdand, Italy, Scotland, Portugd, and Gresce Poor working and living conditions, long hours, low wages ad pay cuts
led to the occasond upheavd of aworkers' drike throughout the city. There was no mill-owned housing mede available
to employess of the Manoma Mills, therefore mogt workers were housad in properties owned by amdl-scde landlords.

Some of these landlords were mill workers themnsdves who hed built multi-family houses and  boardinghousss when

fundsdlowed. At the tum of the 20* century, hedlth conditions for workers were equdly poor, with ane infivechildren
bom into alow-wage family dying before their first birthday, compared to one in seventeen for awedthy family.

Working conditions for an average New Bedford mill worker inthe first decade of the 20* century condsted of a54-hour
wek full time, and 40 hours awesk pat time. Gengrdly al mambas of a family worked, garting & early a5 age ten.
Mog children & the mills were taught their trades by their parents but their labor during this period was unpad. To
address some of these issues, unions weae edablished rdatively early in New Bedford textile history; however, these
unions were gengrdly defined by independat crafts such & weavears spinners, loom fixers, or aother skilled workers.
Mog of these early unions were mede up English-gpesking members leaving the magjority of mill workers who did nat
ek English unregpresanted due to discrimination by American-bom workers. Like many communities and individud
mill corporations, New Bedford was the Ste of multiple strikes by its employees

Although the city of New Bedford hed a long history of labor digoutes within its textile manufacturing industry, the
Manomet Mills operated during a period of rdative pesce and prosperity. Prior to the incorporation of the Manomet
Mills, ane of the earliest strikes inthe city occurred in 186667 over a labor-initiated damand for a ten-hour workday.
This drike wes unsuccessful, and mogt workers retumed to work under origina conditions. A srike wes initiated
following a series of wage cutsin 1877, but it failed when mill owners waited out the workers by sdlling off their sored
gock. A grike dso followed a 10% wege cut in 1898 by New Bedford'stextile mill owners, including William Whitmean,
who cited increesing competition from mills in the South.  After three months, rdlief fundsdried up ad evictionsfrom
mill-owned housing began; the drikers gave up and want back to work.

A 1910 publication by the William Whitman & Compeary indicated that "the hedth and comfort of opearatives ae

carefiilly conddered, both because these precautions ae the rightful due of the working people, and because an

alightened sHf-interest to-day damends hedth and comfort & essentid to the highest indugtrid efficiency.” The
publication nated that ample heat and ventilation was provided in the mills, and a 56-hour work wesk for women ad

children wes indtituted in compliance with Massachusatts laws. There is no indication that the Manomet Mills offered any
hedith benefits or recregtiond sarvicesto itsemployees, and dthough William Whitman may have bdieved his mills were
treating the workers fairly, the Manomet Mills only narrowly averted the Strike of 1928, which crippled the cotton- textile
manufacturing industry in New Bedford, because it was in adegp financia criss of itsown. On the verge of a complete

shutdown by the time the gtrike began on April 9, 1928, when a 10% wage cut was indtituted by 27 mills in New Bedford,
including the adjacent Whitman Mill and the neerby Nashawena Mills and Nonquitt Mills—all owned and operated by

William Whitman—the Manomeat Mills hed dreedy oessed production and wes sdlling off its exigting sock.  Conditions

and pay a the Manomet Mills were likdy conagtent with other Whitman mills in New Bedford.

After the Manomea Mills

Caotton textile mills employed neerly 90% of the manufacturing workers in New Bedford during the first third of the 20*
century. After adifficult period during and following the Civil War, which dragticdly cut production & the exigting
cotton mills in the city, the first few decades of the 20* century saw a significant increase in production.  Unlike nearoy
Fdl River, which had to compete with other New England cities for cusomers for its coarse goods New Bedford's mills
produced sought-after, high-qudity fabrics. During World War |, production remained deedy to fill orders for
govemment contracts.  |n addition, the burgeoning automobile industry crested a new niche market for tire yam: cotton

12



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Manomet Mills Historic District Bristol County, Mass.
Name of Property County and State

yam utilized in the production of rubber automobile tires. Condgdent with this movemeant, the Manomet Mills sold its
Mill No. 4 to the Frestone Tire Compeny for the production of tire yam, in 1928, This departure from the production of
fine textiles left many mills in New Bedford vulnerable to increesing competition from Southem mills.  Cotton textile
production in New Bedford pesked in 1924 when nearly half of the city's workforce wes employed a the mills, but
production wegkened and many miills reduced their production and workforce, or were forced to dose following the
Strike of 1928. Such wes the fate of the Manomet Mills, which ceesad production and sold off its remaining assts (Mills
No. 12 ad 4).

Manomet Mills were avictim of its own sucoess It produced more than it could sdll, and then the recession hit New
Bedford's textile manufecturers in 1926, primarily because the northem mills could not compete with southemn mills thet
paid lower weges and hed dosr aooessto raw cotton. Conditions in the mills worsened during 1926 because gpedidized
facilities—like the Manomet Mills that produced only cotton yam—could not reduce the goesd of production and ay
solvent like the larger mills that produced a more diversified aray of products, and 0 begen to increase production,
further glutting the market. As a result of this overproduction, the textile market in New Bedford plummeted, the
Manomet Mills failedto tum a profit after years of worsening retums to sockholders, and the largest rike inthe city's
higory was imminent & the other mills in the city, including the three other Whitman-owned mills.

Mills No. 1 and 2, and their assodated outbuildings, were sold to the Ddawvare Rayon Compeary for the manufacture of
rayon cloth in 1928. The name of the buildings was changed a that time to the Ddawvare Rayon Company, ad the
dorehouse acrassthe drest was demolished. With the decline in the cotton industry in New Bedford, the Manomet Mills
dmctures were reorganized for the production of rayon, a semi-naturd fabric derived from naturaly occurring cdlulose
that required extendve processing.  Although rayon hed been produced in France snce the 18805 it was nat until the
190sthat it wes manufactured in the United States following Dupont Chemicd's acquisition of the rights to process it.
Rayon could be produced chegply and wies a versdile product because it was essy to dye and highly ebsorbent.  Shirts,
skirts, and evening gowns were common usss for the fabric & the time. At the former Manomet Mills, the company
produced rayon yam for use in the City's mbber-tire industry, where it was used as reinforcement in the walls of
automobile tires.

The manufecture of rayon required subgtantid Structura reinforcement of the besamant level of the mill to support the
chemicd eguipment required for yam production. This accounts for the extensve conarete pods and beamsfound
throughout the besamat of Mill No. 1. The manufacture of rayon involves a lengthy chemica proocess sarting with
cdlulose, a materid extracted from wood pulp. Through a series of chemicd processes the cdlulose is dried in sheds
and svedded into a powder. It is further chemicdly prooessd into athick liquid that is goun intofinethreeds. At the
Manomet Mill, the rayon was formed into cord for the tire industry. This complex process resulted in a greet ded of
environmenta pollution, and the overdl rayon indudsry suffered as chegper artificial fabrics such as nylon were
devdoped. Asareault, the Ddawvare Rayon Company went bankrupt in 1954, and wes dissolved.

The company sold Mill No. 2 to the Acushnet Process Comparly in 1959 for the production of mibber products, including
their well-known golf balls. The New Bedford Rayon Company operated out of Mill No. 1 from 194 to 1970, whena
large fire broke out forcingthe company to dose  In tha same year, the Cliftex Clothing Compeny purchesed ad
refurbished Mill No. 1 for the manufacture of boy's and men's suits  Both buildings were purchessed by Norsaman
Propaties, LLCin 2003, but the redevdopment project failed, leaving Mill No. 1 vacatt and Mill No. 2 only partidly
occupied by a vaiety of gandl budnesses The possble loss of the Manomet Mills, resulting from the failed
redevdlopment project, renewed the city's interest in its extant mill complexes Today, ane hdf of Mill No. 1isbeng
redevdoped by Cliftex LoftsLLC, into 76 resdentid units for people over 55 years of age including 72 affordable
goatments, utilizing Sate and federd higtoric rehabilitation tax credits.
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Archaeological Significance

Historic archeeologicd resources described ebove may contribute important information rdated to the congtruction,
operation, and cotton textile production & the Manomat Mills. While smcturd evidence and congmction features
asndiated with exigting mill buildings and mill buildings no longer extant may contribute important information rdated to
mill congmction and the architectura features of buildingsthat have been demolished, much of the same information may
d=0 be available from documentary sources Structurd analysis of mill buildings and architectura study of existing mill
buildings may contribute important information rdated to power technologies in use a the mill, ad how they may have
changed over time. Detalled andlyd's of the contents of industria trash arees may contribute information rdaed to textile
technologies in uxe a the mill, and how they may have dhanged over time, with different types of textile production.
Structurd remains and materid culture evidence may be presat that can documant different gages in the production
process from raw materids tofini shedproducts.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA# 26,627, 25, 689 Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been x state Historic Preservation Office

requested) Other state agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National Register Local govemment

designated a National Historic Landmark University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): NBE. 635, 636

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Approx. 11.4 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

Lat/Long: 41.666836 -70.920026

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 19 340131 4614816 3 19 340258 4614471
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 19 A8 4614820 19 340129 4614458
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
The boundaries of the former Manomet Mills Nos 1 and 2 are outlined in dashed lines on the accompanying site mgp ad
indlude assesor pareds 105-135, 105-170, 105-181, 105-182, 105-183, 105-192, 105-193, and 105-206 through 212.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

The boundary indudes land totaling gpproximatdy 114 acres which contain the three remaining, extant buildings
higtoricdly assodaed with the Manomet Mills Nos. 1 and 2 in New Bedford, MA, including Mill No. 1, Mill No. 2, ad
Mill No. 2 Depatmatt Room. The boundaries represant extant contiguous Manomet Mills buildings north of the
Whitman Mills and south of the Nadhawena Mills. Manomet Mills Nos. 3 and 4, located severd blocks to the north, ae
exduded from this nomination.

11. Form Prepared By
nameftite TayaDixon

organization Epsilon Asodates, Inc. date April 2012

dreet & number 3 Clock Tower Hace, Suite 250 tdephone 978-461-6245
cty or tonn Maynard dae MA zip co(je 01754
emal tdixon@epsilonassodaes.com
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e« Maps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets
e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Manomet Mills

City or Vidnity: New Bedford

County: Bristol State: MA
Photographer: Brian Graves

Date Photographed: October 2011
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

#1 Mill No. 1, facing NE #2: Mill No. 2, facing NE #3: Mill No. 1 and rear of site, view N #4: Department Room, facing
N; #5: Mill No. 1 staircase, facing E #6: Mill No. 1 interior, facing S #7: Mill No. 2 interior, facing N

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple owners, see attached list
street & number telephone
city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviev'ring
instmctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and revievfing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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No.

105135 1A Riversde Avenue

105181

105206

105212

106-182 200 Riversde Avenue

105192

105193

105-170

105-170 200 Riversde Avenue

106-170 200 Riverdde Avenue

105183 1A R Riversde
Avenue

106-207 Manomet Srrest

1065-208 Manomet Streat

106-209 Manomet Streat

PROPERTY OWNERS

Norsemen Propaties LLC
22 Straford Drive
North Dartmouth, MA 02747

Sterling Environmenta Inc.
Hessant Stret
New Bedford, MA 02740

Bogon Common Investments

56 Regt Street
Cambridge, MA 02140

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Building Name Dae Construction Architectura
Syle
Mill No. 1 1903 Load-bearing mesonry  Classcd
Reviva
Mill No. 2 1907 Load-bearing mesonty  Classicd
Revivd
Cad Bin cal9s0 Sed reinforced No syle
concrete
Cod Bin cal950 Sed reinforced No syle
concrete
Mill No. 2 Department 1907 Load-bearing mesonry  Classicd
Room Revivd
land
land
land

City of New Bedford

Office of the Collector of Taxes
133 William Strest

New Bedford, MA 02740

Domenick Nicolaci 2006 Revocable Trust

1 BdlaViga Idand
Farhaven, MA 02719
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Postcard Collection of the American Textile History Museum, Lowell, MA
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