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Wildwood is considered to be the finest example of eclectic Victorian
architecture constructed in Hot Springs. Designed by Phillip Van Patten
and built for his brother-in-law, Dr. Harvey Prosper Ellsworth, in 1884,
the house is a bulky collection of towers and pavilions, which enclose
an extraordinary hardwood interior and an equally fantastic array of
antique furnishings.

The style of the building is wedged somewhere between Stick Style and

Shingle Style, or it can be fit into that common pool of eclectic, wooden
architecture known as Queen Anne. The two-and-one-half-storey house features
multiple-form, high-pitched roofing, a variety of exterior colors and textures,
irregularity of plan and massing, a rounded corner turret, gabled dormers,
porch and roof gables of severe angle, and a second-floor overhang or jetty

on the southeast elevation.

A wealth of exotic detail graces the exterior of Wildwood. The ridge-line
on the roof is shaped to resemble a long succession of shark fins. A large
wooden placque, which bears the inscription Wildwood, 1884, survives on

the gable above the front porch. Highly articulated chimney stacks are
found at odd locations on the structure. Vertical and horizontal boarding,
as well as imbricated shingling, form the wall surfaces. Latticework fills
a small porch gable on the east elevation. The foundation is composed of
native novaculite or whetstone, a very hard native stone.

The list of specific decorative details could be nearly endless.

Ornate features in the interior of Wildwood are no less abundant than those
found on the exterior, the most notable of the features being the use of
hardwood in every conceivable manner. A large variety of wooden mouldings
and paneling covers the interior walls. The ceiling in the entrance hall
is composed of maple veneer and cherry beams. Four elaborate hardwood
mantels with tile-work around the openings are located in the major first-
floor rooms. ' Cabinets and convenience furnishings, such as the shelving
and a mirrored sideboard found in the dining room, are built into the walls.
A magnificent cherry staircase, boasting huge newel posts carved from the
solid trunks of cherry trees, is the most outstanding individual component
in the house. The upper sections of the stairwell are screened with a
spindle lattice. The exercise in wooden detailing is carried to such an
extreme that a differing hardwood was used in each room of the ground floor,
thus providing the house with its name of Wildwood.

Currently, Wildwood contains a fine collection of antique furnishings ard
dishware, most of which are heirlooms of the Ellsworth family. The building
is operated as a museum by Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ellsworth, and every effort has
been made to retain the authentic character of the building and its contents.
No recent. alterations have been undertaken,and those alterations which have
mocdified the original 1884 structure are of interest in themselves. For
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In 1878 Dr. Harvey Prosper Ellsworth purchased an undeveloped estate on
the northern slope of North Mountain, then located beyond the city limits
of Hot Springs. His intention was to build a new home on the site and
thereby escape the fire hazard that continually threatened his present
home in the cramped little city of Hot Springs. Ironically, the great
fire of 1878 destroyed Dr. Ellsworth's Hot Springs home long before con-
struction was scheduled to begin on his North Mountain home. After a

stay of several years in a carriage house renovated for human habitation,
the Ellsworths moved into their new North Mountain home which they called
Wildwood. This 1884 house has since become one of Arkansas' most widely
documented Victorian homes, noted for both its garish, inventive detail
and for its first two occupants,Harvey and Sarah Ellsworth. -
Dr. Harvey Prosper Ellsworth was born in West Hatley, Province of Quebec,
Canada in 1838. ~‘chortly before the Civil War, he graduated from the Rush
College of Medicine in Exeter, Illinois, and during the war he served as a
regimental surgeon for the Union Army. He settled in Arkansas after the
Civil War, moving to Hot Springs after a short stay in Pine Bluff. At the
time he was the city's only practicing surgeon. He became widely known .
for his efforts to establish standard educational requirements for the
practice of medicine in Arkansas and for his promotion of the Arkansas
Medical Society. His stand on medical education as well as incidents
from his life were featured on the CBS radio program "Dcctors Then and
Now" in 1947. 1In 1873 Dr. Ellsworth married a woman no less active and
civic-minded than himself, Sarah Van Patten (Ellsworth).

An accomplished artist and hostess, Sarah Ellsworth received state-wide
attention forher work with the Arkansas Federation of Women's Clubs. As
president of the Federation from 1908-10, she led a campaign to prevent

the proposed destruction of the 0ld State House after the completion of

the new State Capitol. BAn offshoot of the campaign was the creation of

the Arkansas State Flag, which was designed for use at preservation rallies.The
fact that the 0l1d State House is today a National Register structure attests

to the success of her campaign.

Circumstances greatly favored the construction of the Ellsworth's home of
Wildwood. The high quality hardwood timber and the hard novaculite stone
(or whetstone) used in construction were taken directly from their North
Mountain estate. The work carried out during construction was performed
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example, the electrical system installed in the early twentieth century
illustrates an interesting facet of the state's technological history.

The original estate surrounding Wildwood has been slightly reduced, but
the trees, the surviving carriage drive, and the home's commanding position

atop a steep rise all help to recapture the world which witnessed Wildwood's
construction.
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by highly skilled Irish masons and Pullman Company carpenters, all of whom
were in Hot Springs for work on other special projects. And the architect
for the house, Phillip Van Patten of Baltimore, was the brother of

Mrs. Ellsworth.

Today, Wildwood is operated as a museum by the heirs to the estate,
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ellsworth, and every effort has been made to retain
the authentic character of the building and its heirloom ccntents.

The style of the building is wedged somewhere between Stick Style and
Shingle Style, or it can be fit into that common pool known as Queen
Anne. The two-and-one-half-storey house features multiple-form, high-
pitched roofing, a variety of exterior colors and textures,irregularity
of plan and massing, a rounded corner turret, gabled dormers, porch and

roof gables of severe angle, and a second-floor overhang or jetty on
the south elevation.

A prcfusion of hardwood trim of every conceivable type best describes
the interior. Wooden mouldings, mantels, ceilings, doors, paneling,
stairways, lattice-work and built-in fixtures, all contribute to the
ornate appearance of the interior.

The original estate surrounding Wildwood has been slightly reduced,
but the home's commanding position atop a steep rise all help to recapture
the world which witnessed Wildwood's construction.
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