FORM A AREA SURVEY

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Form numbers inthis area Area no.

K

. Town Ipswich

Name of area (if any) High Street

. General date or period 17th and 18th

Centuries

. Is area uniform (explain):

in style? no (Colonial, Federal, 19th
century stylesj
in condition? yes (well maintained)

in type of ownership? yes (private)

in use? yes (residential)

5 Map. Use gpace below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding nunobers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

Pl ease seeattached map.

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.

Approxi mate acreage 26 acres

MN-5-73-075074

(over)

6. Recorded by Margaret Welden
Organization Ipswich Historical Comm

Date November 1978

UM REFERENCES: A 19/ 349580/ 4727130
B 19/ 349540/ 4727050
C 19/348660/ 4727490
D 19/ 348740/ 4727520
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

High Street dates back tothefounding of Ipswich i n1l633. | twasthe
main residential and commercial street of thenew comunity. The
predom nant character of thestreet i snow residential, but several of
the 17th, 18th, and 19t hCentury houses along High Street earlier served
as taverns, stores, or craftsman's shops. e of thenost important
was theinn. Ipswich was on theroad t oBoston and a constant stream

of travel passed through thetown. This was augmented by t he Suprene,
Superior, and Probate Courts which held their sessions i nlpswich, and
by political conventions. A regular stagecoach with an overnight stop
in lpswich was established by 1761. Eight to twelve stages were passing
through town daily by 1828. |Ipswich inns flourished for many years.

Two popular ordinarys were |ocated on High Street, The Wlite Horselnn
and t he Perkins Inn. Both were i nbusiness by themd-17th Century, and
both were infamous anong t he townspeople for many riotous evenings.

During the 18t hCentury, cabinetmaker and carpenter shops lined High
Street. Industry shifted totextiles i nthe 19t hCentury, and this

main boul evard was t hesite of two i mportant enterprises. Between 1827
and 1832, t he New England Lace Conpany operated out of Dr. John Manning's
House, since renoved. Hosiery manufacture, once themin industry i n

| pswich, had i t sbeginnings i nBenjamn Fewkes' small shop. He worked

on two stocking frames built by thePeatsfield Brothers i n1832, the first
frames made i ntheUnited States.

Central Street was built i n1871, and nuch of theHi gh Street traffic was
redirected. At this time, thestreet began toacquire itspurely
residential character and i tremains so today. The High Street District
extends east and west along theside of Town Hill, fromthe intersection
with North Main Street on theeast totheviaduct over theB 8 M Railroad,
tracks on t hewest. The district includes t he 1634 Burial Ground that
-extends up Town Hill near themddle of thearea, but excludes Lord's
Square, a group of nmodern commercial structures on thesouth side of the
street, just west of the cemetery.

The following list of key properties i nthedistrict proceeds east to
west, concentratingfirst on thenorth side of High Street, then onthe
south side. The [ist excludes those secondary structures withinthe
district which didnotwarrant full survey treatment. 1 the survey
forms and maps those structures areidentified by theX i ntheir form
nunbers.

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

T. F Waters, Ipswich i ntheMss. Bay Colony, vol. I , p. 14, vol. 11,
pp. 633, 635, 68-69, 261.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: ipswich  FamNa

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON
Office of the Secretary, BotOTi

Property Nare High Street

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiich is being continued below.

Street # Form # First Owner (Occupation) Date
North Side
1 High 140 Rev. Nathaniel Rogers (minister) ca, 1727

Ih story, gambrel-roofed house, wood frame with clapboards, 5 bay
symmetrical facade, semicircular portico That portico and extensive
dormer are Colonial Revival features.

3 High 118 John Gaines ca. 1725/ca 180C
2 story, end-gable house, wood frame with clapboards. Early 18th Century
house with thorough Federal-style remodeling, especially on interior,

9-11 High 139 Joseph Newman ca. 1762
2 story, end-gable house, wood frame with clapboards. Large rear

ell with fine 19th Century trim. Few Georgian features remain;
heavily altered in late 19th Century,

13 High 138 John Edwards ca. 1668
2 story, end-gable house, timber frame with clapboards. Symmetrical
5 bay facade, center chimney, rear ell. Beverly jog addition on west side,
17 High 137 Robert Lord or Robert Roberts ca, 1658

2 storv, end-gable house with lean-to, center chimney, timber frame
with clapboards. Symmetrical 5 bay facade with central federal-style
door frame,

23 High 141 Mark Haskell ca. 1750
2 story, end-gable house with two side chimneys on ridge, wood frame
with clapboards. Symmetrical 5 bay facade with central. Federal-style,
fan-lit doorway,

27 High 134 Edward Brown ca. 1650
2 story, end-gable house with rear roof slope raised and extended over
ell. Timber frame, clapboarded. Somewhat asymmetrical 5 bay facade

with side-lit doorway,

33 High 119 John Caldwell ca, 1660
2 story, end-gable house with salt-box configuration. Timber frame,
clapboarded, central chimney. Long, 5 bay symmetrical facade. On site
of Gov. Simon Bradstreet house of the 1630's,

37-9 High 131 Robert Lord 111 ca, 1720

2 story, end-gable house with various additions. Wood frame, clapboarded,
central chimney. Symmetrical 5 bay facade with transom-lit door, Beverly
jog addition to west,

41 High 129 Daniel Lummus (cabinet-maker) ca, 1730-50
2 story, end-gable house, wood frame with clapboards, central chimney,
5 bay symmetrical facade, parallel, gable-roofed facade on east.

Staple to Inven.tory form at bottom
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community:  ipgrich Fom No
MASSACHUSHTS HISTORICAL CC'WMISSCN
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nare “igh Street

Indicate each item on inventory form vihidi is being continued below.
Street # Form # First Oaner (Occupation) Dat e

43 Hi gh 127 Janmes Fitts (hatter) ca. 1767
2 story, end gable house, wood frame with clapboards. Main entrance
on asymmetrical west side.

45 High 125 Jonat han Lunmus ca. 1712
2 story, end gable house with rear roof slope raised and extended over
| eanto. Central chimmey, central entrance. Restored casenment w ndows,
Timber frame, clapboarded.

57 122 Robert Stone - ca, 1750

Small, |h story house, wood frame with clapboards Asymmetrical 4 bay
facade.

The Town Burial Gound lies near the md-point of the High Street District,
and extends on terraces up the steep Tain Hill. | t was establishedin

1634, and contains many 17th and 18th Century slate gravestones.

73 High 160 John Roper ca. 1720/ca, 184

Two story, end gable house, wood frame with clapboards. Symetrical,
5 bay facade belies historical and structural evidence that western half
predates eastern by over a century.

75 High 159 John Ki mbal | ca. 1680-1700
2 story, end gable house, timober frame with clapboards, central chimey.
Symmetrical, 5 bay facade, transomlit entry,

83 High 158 Town Jai l 1771-72

2 story, end gable house, with lean-to, wood frame with clapboards,

of f-center chimmey. ..Asymetrical 4 bay facade, Geek Revival doorfrane.
Built on Metting House Geen as jail, noved in 1808 and converted to house.

85 High 157 Philip Lord ca, 1774
2 story, end gable, woodframe house with clapboards. Central chimey,
symmetrical 5 bay facade. Rear shed was site of Benjam n Fewkes' hosiery

factory, where the first 2 stocking frames in US were built in 1832

93 High 156 John Cole Jewett ca. 1810
story. end gable house. Wwood frame with clapboards, central chinmmey.

symmetri cafa qS Bay facaﬂe

95 High 155 Sinon Adans (weaver) ca, 1700-20

2 story, end gable house, wood frame with clapboards Half-house type.
3 bay facade with door to left.

99 High 145 W Iliam Merchant before 1650
2 story, end gable house, timber-frame with clapboards; center chi mey;
side and rear addition. Ancient frame includes Ih story, English-type
cottage which nay date tqg 1630's,

Staple to Inven.tory form at bottom
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: ipg”ich Fam No

MASSACHUZETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nare ~igh Street

Indicate each item on inventory form vihidi is being continued beow.

Street # Form # First Owner (Occupation) Dat e

South side

12 High 120 Wlliam S Russell (dry goods ca. 1884-97
mer chant)

2% story Queen Anne house, clapboarded wood frame, hip roof. Polygonal
bay wi ndow at NE corner topped with diagonal dormer is dom nant feature,

16 High 135 Jacob Manning, Jr, ca. 1818
2 story, endgable house, wood frame with clapboards. Entrance i s on
symmetrical west sdie, fine Federal door frame. Qn site of Town Poor

House.

26 High 117 Philip Call ca. 1659
2 story, endgable house, timber frame with clapboards and shake roof.
Asymmetrical, 5 bay facade with entry off-center. Exceptional recent

rehabilitation.

30 High 133 Joseph Bolles ca, 1720

Early 2ndperiod house, 2 story, endgable, wood frame with clapboards.
Symretrical 5 bay facade, secondary entrances on extended east side,

34 High 132 John Andrews (tavern keeper) before 1658
VWite House Inn of the 1650's nmuch altered in early 19th Century,

2 story, endgable, timber frame house, clapboarded. Symmetri cal

5 bay facade with Asher Benjam n-derived doorfranme.

40 High 130 Wlliam Cal dwell ca. 1733
2 story, endgable, wood frame house with central chimey and clapboards.
Symretrical 5 bay facade, denticular cornice,

42 High 128 John Hol land (mariner) ca. 1742

2 story, endgable, half house the with asymmetrical 3 bay facade, entrance

to left. Wod frame with wood shingles.

44 Hi gh 126 Annak§)EIisha Newran (cabinet- ca. 1800
maker

2 story, hip[)ed roof, half house type with Federal-style trim Vod

frame with clapboards. Federal doorframe toleft on asymmetrical, three

bay facade.

52 High 124 Henry Kingsbury ca. 1660
El ongated, 2 story, end gable house. Tinber frame, clapboarded.
Easternmost 5 bays of facade form a symmetrical unit around a fan-and
side-lit Federal door frame, 4 western bays correspond t oolder portion.

64 High 122 John Harris ca. 1795
2 story, end gable house; wood frame with alum num clapboard siding. Central
chi mey, symetrical< 5. *liav facade. ~ _

Stapl*e tt) Inven.tory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Coinmunity: Fom Na

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM4ISION Ipswich
Office of the Secretary, Bostai

Property NaragHigh Street

Indicate each item ca inventory form which is being continued below.

Street # . Form # First Owner (occupation) Date

68 High 121 John Wood ca, 1725-50
2h story, end gable house with side additions Wood frame with clapboards
Symmetrical 5 bay facade.

82 High 151 John Brewer, Town Clerk ca, 168G'-1700
2 story, end gable house with rear slope of roof raised over ell, Timber
frame, clapboarded. Central chimney, central entrance in 5 bay
symmetrical facade.

88-90 High 149 Simon Tuttle ca. 1690-1720
2 story, end gable, wood frame house with clapboards and wood shingles.
Elongated form, 8 bay facade with entrance at center of westernmost 5 bays

100 High 143 Joseph Fowler (tanner) ca. 1750
Ih story, gambrel roofed house, central chimney, 5 bay, symmetrical
facade. Moved to present site ca, 1800,

104 High 144 John Kimball ca, 1715
2 story, end gable, timber frame house with clapboards Elongated, 6 bay
form with front addition projecting at east corner.

106 High 154 Caleb Kimball ca, 1715
2 story, end gable, timber frame house with clapboards, central
chimney; symmetrical, 5 bay facade. Rear and side additions.

108 High 153 Margaret 8 John Lull ca. 1735
2 story, end wall gable house of "half-house" type. Wood frame,
clapboarded, side and rear ells. Entry to right on asymmetrical, 3 bay
facade,

110 High 152 John Kimball, Jr, ca, 1730-40
2 story, endwall gable house, wood frame with clapboards. AsyT”.jnetrical
5 bay facade reflects two main building campaigns, eastern half, of
house is earlier.

Staple to Inven.tory form at bottom



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Comnumity: Form No:

RASSACHUSETIS HISTORICAL CCIMISSON Ipswich K
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name High street Area

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

7, Historical Data cont.

period homes line the oid thoroughfare and they creat a harmonious street-
scape v/ith an enchanting 18th century quality,

Th« Hgh St. boundarias dafina tha araa af aarliaat aattlamant and |atar graw h.
Tue athar diatricta, tha Eaat End and Maating Hwaa QG aan, dafina tha aaatarn
bardar af Hgh St. Runni n%; ueat tha baundary linaa fallaw back |ata af bath tha
narth and aauth aidaa af thaatraat. Lard a Sg. haa bean anittad fraMthadiatrict
as it na | angar canfama tatha charactar af tha araa. Tha baundary linaa
csntinua wast tathaHgh St. bridga, whara thay naat and dafina thawaatarn |ia-
ita. Tha bridga i aa diatinct baundary, far bayand it wara paaturaa duringtha
17th and 16thcanturias, and thastructuraa i nthia araa teday playad no part

in Hgh St. daval ap«ant .

Tha aajarity af intruaiana inthia araa ara 19th cantury atructuraa of |aaaar
architactural ar hiatorical intaraat. My hava baan danaturad ar arai n poar can-
ditian. Thaugh thaaa intruaiana do nat aaea a diract contributian te thaeree,

the dietrict would be poorer if thoee buildinge wore roMod.

%

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheets

UTM NOT elFIED
10. Geographical Data ACREAGE NOI~LMB

Acreage of nominated property approx. 1500
Quadrangle name Ipswi ch
UMT References

Quadrangle scale 1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
See continuation sheets andattached naps

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N, code county code

state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
Margaret Welden

namefife Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator with Edward Zimmer
[Ipswich Historical CommissionJ

oganizdion Massachusetts Historical Comm. dete April 1980
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this prop”y within the state is:

y- national state local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fp~lhpy the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signatur

Executive Director. Massachusetts Historical GCarMdge
[For HCRS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register

AUW yA.Zly--

(seper <" the National Register

"Attest date My,
itief of Registration

GPO S!IR 835
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90) , NeAYANMA e/
United States Department of the Interior j
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shest | pswich Mulitple Resour ces Area, High Street H.D.

Merchant-Choate House, Ipswich (Essex), MA
Section number 2009 supplennental information Page 1

Re-evaluation of congruction datedueto dendrochronology

As aresult of the dendrochronology testing of the Merchant-Choate House, or Tuttle House &s it
isaso known, the construction date of Fhese | of the building hes now been identified as 1671
and of Phese || a5 1672. Samples were taken during three different attempts at tree-ring dating,
the first two by Dr. William Robinson in June 1975 and Paul Krusic of the Lamont-Doherty Tree-
Ring Laboratory in August 2001. The third reseerch team, in November 2001, condsted of Danid
Miles and Michad Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, with
Anne Grady of the Society for the Presarvation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting as
liaison. Their report, cited below, induded andyds of samplesfromal three attempts and
presented the following results and conclusions. In 1975 William Robinson took three samples
from the southern section of the house, and dated a sample from the chimney girt to 1669. In
2001, Paul Krusicdated the northern end of the house to 1672, possibly into early 1673. He a0
took some samples from the southern end of the house and dated atimber identified as the "l eft
frame, right end girt" to 1670. However, thistimber was actualy the chimney girt that wes
sampled and dated by Robinson in 1975. To setle the confusion this girt was sampled athird time
in November 2001. This sample produced aprecise felling date of winter 1670/71. Fve
additiona sampleswere taken from the southern end, one from the summer beam, three from
ceilingjoists, and one from the rear first-floor girt. The summer beam a0 dated to the winter of
1670/71 and the three ceilingjoiststo 1638, 1640, and 1643, dateswhich are conggent witha
1670/71 felling date for the rest of the frame, assuming that they were cut from inner sections of
large timbers. Therefore, a congtruction period commencing in 1671 is mod likely. A sample
from arear wall brace of the northern frame gave afelling date of summer/autumn 1672,
indicating that the housewasfinishedin 1672 or 1673.

The authors of the report aso note, "One previous interpretation of the building hes bean that a
lesdt the right-hand [southern] end of the housewas moved in from another site. The ssquence of
condgtruction on the site remains unclear, but the physical evidence suggeststhat the left and /or
right components could have replaced earlier portions of the building. Thiscould explain the
documentary reference to ahouse on the Ste asearly as 1639."

The full results of the andlyds are presented in: D.W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Development of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eagtern Massachusetts, Phasell, Massachusats Historical Commission Survey and Planning
Grant Completion Report, Interim Report 2002/6, Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2002. An abridged verson of the
report can befound on the website www.dendrochronologv.com. The full report can be found at
SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusatts Historical Commission.

(continued)
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United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet Ipswich Mulitple Resources Area, High Street H.D.

Merchant-Choate House, Ipswich (Essex), M A
Section number 2009 supplemental information Page 2

A nate on dendrochronology dating

In recant yearstree-ring chronologies have been developed for eestern Massachusetts and
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evduated and given
new construction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isa smple one: the seasond variations in climate produce variafionsin growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annua rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical housesare compared with previoudy dated ring ssquences from old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise datesto be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzesthe results and establishes the date the tree was felled. Some
caution mug be used in interpreting these datesto determine the congtruction date of a building.
Sometimes timbers from the same construction phase of the samebuilding have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common prectice to build timber-framed sructures with
green or unssesoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

(end)



RECEIVED 2250

AR2 8 Al

The Commonwedalth of M assaehusetts

April 19 2011 F'ancs Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwesdlth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Park Service

National Regider of Historic Flaces
1201 Eye Strest NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
Nationa Regigter of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
congtruction, based upon dendrochronologica techniques.

These properties include:
Bogon (Suffolk County):

James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Ferce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)
Dedham (Norfolk County):
Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfidd (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC #20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC # 24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (61 7) 727-5 128
WWW.SeC datema usinhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russe| House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Sevaance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC #36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Esex (Es=x County):

Cogswdl's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucegter (Esx County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Ess=x County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Stret HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Barngtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation dhedts to the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,

y_
BetsyFriecze%/” I 0

Nationd Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endoaures



