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Date April 1Q7fi; TPVISPH 1QS1 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 82 Water Street 

His t o r i c Name Seth Knapp, Jr. House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1735 

arch i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l , archaeo-
Sourcelogical te s t i n g , and B r i s t o l Co. 

Deeds 43/93 1758 
Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings none remaining 

Major alterations (with dates) 

see text 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 

Setting 100 feet from road, surrounded 

by open f i e l d s ; r u r a l context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECnURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

The Seth Knapp, Jr. House, a gambrel roof cottage, i s p a r t i c u l a r l y important 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y as the sole surviving brick house b u i l t before 1850 i n Rehoboth 
and for I t s rare canted end chimney design (see also Form y/82) . I t displays a 
four-bay main facade with entrance offs e t to the l e f t and narrow windows t y p i c a l of 
period construction. Bricks are 8-9"x2i5-3"x3%-4" and l a i d i n garden wa l l bond, ..̂  
except for the east end wal l which was r e b u i l t i n the mid 19th century using larger 
bricks l a i d i n common bond. Contemporary brickworks operating nearby on the Palmer 

(Continued) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 

history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 
The Seth Knapp, Jr. House stands as one of the e a r l i e s t extant houses b u i l t i n the 
area of Rehoboth's f i r s t settlement i n the early 18th century. I t s close association 
with the town's i n i t i a l development i s revealed by i t s location: \ mile east of 
a prime i n d u s t r i a l s i t e on the Palmer River and \ mile southwest of the f i r s t 
Meetinghouse at Palmer River (1720). B u i l t for Ichabod Wood, the house was owned 
from 1758-1813 by Seth Knapp, Jr., who operated a shoemaker's shop on the property. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

Snape, Sue Ellen. Mighty Liberty Men, Rehoboth, 1976, pp.156-157 
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House 
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River probably produced the o r i g i n a l and possibly subsequent bricks. On the 
i n t e r i o r , f l o o r plan and det a i l s remain Intact on the f i r s t f l o o r ; the second fl o o r 
was modernized, the upper portion of the west chimney removed, and dormers i n s t a l l e d 
ca. 1955. A 1-story e l l attached to the northwest rear corner of the structure 
dates from ca. 1850. Limited archaeological t e s t i n g i n the v i c i n i t y of the house 
(1975) produced a r t i f a c t s dating before ca. 1730, although no features were 
i d e n t i f i e d . The Seth Knapp, Jr. House cl e a r l y meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National 
Register of Histo r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y ; additional archaeological research may 
show i t to meet c r i t e r i o n D. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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