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1- Name nf Property
historic name. The RBcH-Wnnri Plare
Other names/site number.

2. Lnratinn

Street & number. 20 Meetinghouse Road not for publication
city or town. | ittletnn vicinity
state. Massachusetts .code MA county Middlesex  code 017 zip code. 014fin

3. Sfate/Fftriftral Anftnr.v rtftrtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this"nomInation
 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hijstoric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"S-meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide Jkjocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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of certifying official/Title A Dite '
State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
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Name of Property

5 Classifinatinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
JL private JL building(s)
public-local district

public-State site
public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

m.

6- FiinRtion nr 1JRB

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence, Animal Facility

7- Descriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Early Republic, Federal
Mid-19th Century, Greek Revival

Late Victorian, ltalianate

Narrative Description

Middlesex , Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do net include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings

sites

. structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Commerce/Trade, Law Office

IVlaterials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Fieldstone

walls Wood

roof .SiQQfi.

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Narrative Description

Typica of nineteenth-century rural homesteeds, the Reed-Wood Place a 20 Megtinghouse Road isavemecular
complex encompassing dements from the Federd to Carpenter Gothic periods. The accreted structureis
configured to form an L-shaped plan of dwelling with attached utility ellsleading to asmal, early 19* century
New England bam. It represents atown house version of the peculiar New England vemeacular building type
known as the "big house, little house, back house, bam™. Characteriticdly, it iscomprised of sections or
amdler buildings added or moved onto place over time and varioudy modified or unified by the application of
ornamentation. The Reed-\Wood Place consgs of arectangular 2 1/2-gory, 5x 2 bay,framedwelling (big
house) and a 1 1/2-gory, 5-bay, kitchen ell in two sections (little house). These components are connected to a
1 1/2-gory, 4-bay shed (back house) incorporating a leest two ssgments which leedtoa 1 1/2-gory, 1 X 1 bay.
New England bam. AsaFederd Period dwelling with Federd and/or Greek Revival additionsaso decorated
with later Itadianate and Carpenter Gothic ornamentation, the main block, interconnected ells and utility
buildings reflect two centuries of development. Although located within a mixed-use, commerciadly zoned area
that hes undergone dramatic change, the Reed-Wood Flace retains integrity as a prominent, local resdencewith
atached subordinate structures surviving on its site oppodte Littleton Common. Despite its modest scde ad
design, the property commands attention due to itssiting, materids, configuration and preservation. Its survival
represants the successftil tradition and contemporary adaptation to usage by owners who have historically
combined their trades or professions with occupancy.

The Littleton Common areaiis amixed-use area a the crossoads of Great Road (State Highway Routes 2A ad
119) and King Strest (State Highway Route 110). The common itself, original dte of the first meatinghouse (c.
1717, not extant) remains open goece as apark with war memorids and water trough, but it was cut in two by
Great Road in the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Since the early twentieth century many buildings
dating from the late eighteenth to early twentieth centuries, have been varioudy adgpted to commercid uses
Others have been removed and replaced with modem commercid smctures. Constmction of 1-495 in the 1960s
with an exitjiist north of the Common bisected severd farms and attracted amajor office complex to King
Stredt.

The Reed-Wood Flace is conspicuous from the north and the eest when gpproaching the major intersections that
define the common. Meetinghouse Road (formerly Maple Street) isthe original location of Great Road and the
traditional eestem boundary of the Common. A new right-of-way dividing the Common was cut for Grest Road
in the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Residentia buildings converted to commercid uses are located to
the south of 20 Medtinghouse Road. A new commercid building sands to the east, and part of its parking lot
extends aong the northem boundary of the Reed-Wood Place. The property congsts of a pentagond ot with

(continued)
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interconnected dwellings and outbuildings st a an oblique angleto Medtinghouse Road. A sdewak runs near
the west property linewhich is marked with apicket fence with granite piers. The fence originates & the
southwesten comer of the lot and ends near the southwest comer of the main block. Another section of the
fence runsfrom the northwest comer of the bam for severd feet dong the paved driveway then tums to reech
the northwest comer of the lot. The eedt (rear) boundary lineof the lot is demarcated by alow, white sockade
fence which shidds the view of the parking lot to the rear (eest). The north boxmdary line runs parallel to a
sdewdk dong a smal parking lot to the north.

The 5x 2 bay, rectangular-plan, center-entry, double rear-wall chimney main block rises 2 Vi doriesfrom a
fieldstone foimdationto asde gable, date-tiled roof The transversedivision of the basamant (sse Foundation
and Basament plan)fiiUy-enclosingdmog half of thefiel dstonefoundation indicates it was devdoped intwo
sections. Exterior embdlishments include round-topped, gablewindows. Onthe faBade, two angled projecting
bays with panded goronsarejoined by a 1-gory porch with open postsand decorative brackets. The main entry
condgsof paneled, doubled-leafed Italianate doorswith eongated, rectangular lights surmounted by a straight,
snglelight transom. Fenedfration consstsof 2/2, double-hung, replacement sesh with cgp-molded trim. A sde
porch, smilarly-omamented to that on the facade, runs fiill-width dong the north eevation of the main block
where anarrow, wood paneled door with an etched-glass, dongated, rectangular light o provides aocess The
two-bay south devation is symmetrica. Other detail on the main block includes aboxed, molded comice with
retums and roimd-topped, panded pilasters with cgp moldings.

A 5-bay, 1Vi dory, irregular-plan, reexr ell projects to the west off the northem end of the mainblock. It is
comprised of two sections. The areaeedt of the entry on the north elevation sts on afi el dstonefoimdation with
fiilU basament, the remainder only restson a gonefoundation. Both are oanned by a pitched, date-tile roof
penetrated by a narrow, tall brick chimney ontheridge line. A small,flat-roofedentry porch, smilar to that on
the main block, is centered on its north elevation. Hat, half windows light the second level of the reer ell. The
irregular south elevation of the rear ell includes a shed-roofed section without basament in the southwest comer
and a shed-roofed open porch over atertiary entry. The eest dlevation of the ell is denoted only by a gadle
window.

The clgpboard-clad shed and bam risefrom fiel dstonefoundations to pitched, date-tiled, gableroofs. Theshed
goans the remains of abandoned laterd and perpendicularly-oriented foundations indicating substantia change
and constmction and location over time. An interior chimney rises through the eest dope of the shed's roof neer
theridge. Detail on the shed and bam islargely limited to end boards and aboxed, molded comice, but
openings of both the shed and bam are decorated with cgp moldings. The shed'sfaBade; neer itsjunction with
the rear ell, is enhanced by adouble-legfed, Itdianate entry smilar to that on the main block, but without a

(continued)
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transom. The southem end of the shed facade had been modified to acoommodate amodem, single-bay,
overhead, garagedoor. It was replaced by anew entry with cottage door shdtered by asimple flat-roofed,open
entry porch during the certified rehabilitation. A cottage door with 9-light upper pand was relocated from the
south elevation of the bam to the (rear) eest elevation of the shed where it is shetered by afl at-roofedopen
porch smilar to that at the new faBade entry. This door was used as the modd for the new entry door onthe
dhed fafade. The three-bay, south devation of the shed includes a shed-roofed projection and a four-pand,
wooden, Sde-entry door.

The New England bam has a door which dides on an exterior track Itis comprised of angled boards danted to
peek a the center and to surround a 12-light,fixed-sashwindow. The doorway has been fitted with custom-
built fenestration. Other fenedtration principally conssts of 6/6 seeh (refurbished in the certified rehabilitation).
Hat, 3/3-light, fixed windowsare found on the first floor of the north elevation of the bam and on the sscond
level of the rear (eest) elevation of the shed. A flat, 2/2-light, hopper window illuminatesthe first floor of the
rear (eest) elevation of the bam.  Accessto the basameant of the bam is achieved through double-leafed,
vertical-board doors of xmequel Szein the northeest comer. The northem leaf of the basement entry houses a9-
light, fixed sash.

Also onthe dte is afree-standing,rectangular, sngle story, 2x 2 bay, pitched-roof,frameshed with dagpboard
sding and shekeroofing. It was relocated from the back part of the original holding by the current owners and
ispositioned near the eedt property line, south of the eest end of the bam and €ll.

Theinterior of the main block was renovated in the early 1990s but retains itsorigina floor plan, marble
fireplace surrounds and central stairway. Interior finishes were modded onthe original. Attic goace remans
open and plastered.  The reer ell, formerly akitchen, pantry, wash room and unfinished wood storage/work area
with privy have been modified into a modem kitchen and adjoining family room. The shed-roofed section
without basament behind the main block was, and remains, abathroom. The secondary sair remains. The non-
origina plan onthe upper level was dtered to improve circulation pattems, improve and expand the layout of a
1950s bathroom. Both levds of the shed and bam, previoudy imfinished except for an office area partitioned
into the comer, have been rehabilitated to modem smple finished office goace Upper levels and besamantsare
accessad by anew stairway a the new entry on the eedt (rear) elevation.

The Reed-Wood Flace not only represents the evolution of a homestead over 200 years of usage through
economic and stylistic change, but it dso exemplifies how such acomplex can be sengtively and gppropriatey
adapted for continued use. Judt as the property accommodated work goecefor owners who combined farming
and tradesfor support, it hes now been rehabilitated to accommodate aresdent owner who practices law from
the premises

(continued)
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Archasdlogical Description

While no prehistoric dtesare currently located on the property, it ispossible that Stesare present.
Environmenta characterigtics of the property indicate somelocationa criteria(dope, soil dranage, disance to
wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many typesof prehistoric dtes. The property iswell drained witha
level to moderatedope. However, the parcd iswell beyond 1000 feet from the nearest wetlands, an important
factor that reduces the overdll prehistoric Ste potentia for thisarea Given the aoveinformation, known
prehigtoric settlement in the areq, the small sze of the parcd (344 acres) and related historic development, a
low potentia exigts for the recovery of prehistoric resources.

A moderaeto high potential exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologicd resources on the property a 20
Mestinghouse Road. Stmctural remains from outbuildings (bams, sheds anima pens) may survive on the
property dating to constmction of the houseinca 1780 and later. Constmction festures and artifact scetters
may adso exist relating to remodeing and changes to the buildings function. Occupationd related features (trash
pits, privies, wells) should be present for different periods of occupation and inhabitants of the house and
fimctional uses of the property. The doseproximity (acrossthe sfreet) of the house a 20 Meetinghouse Roed to
Littleton Common and the ca 1717 meetinghouse across the sreet indicates that archaeologicd  evidence of
ealier farmsteads, no longer extant, could o be present on the property. This potentia hes yet to be
demondrated.

(end)
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Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark

"X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property

for National Register listing.)

XA

XC

Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark

"X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A

owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiiographiral Referftnr.fts
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

X

preliminary determination of individual listing
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_ previously determined eligible by the National

Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #
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County and State
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Significant Dates
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Architect/Builder
m
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__ Other
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Narrative Statement of Significance ¢

The Read-Wood Place a 20 Medinghouse Road is an acoreted, vemacular building
complex incorporating smctural dementsfr omthe Federal period to the late 19*
ocentury. It is dgnificant asa rareintact represntative in Littletcon Common of the 19"
century evolution of homesead plans of congmdction peculiar to New England and
calloquially dexribed as"abig house little house, back house bam”. This configuration
of a main block with interconnetted dlsar utility buildings leading to a bam was typical
of resdences in Littletcon Common area. Mogt have been subgantially atered or
demalished to acoommodate 20'* century commerdal devdopment. Asa village property
higorically onned by tradesman, the Read-Wood Placeis also ggnificant as
representative of the higoric charadter of the Common area as the mare commer dally-
oriented to two dosdy assodated ye diginct 19% century center's of settlement.

Recently the redpient of a certified rehabilitation, the buildings have bean adapted for
contemporary use asa resdence and law office. The Read-Wood Placereains integrity
of location, desgn, setting, materials, workmanghip, feding and asodation. It qualifies
imder Criteria A and C on alocal levd for ligting in the National Regiger of Higoric
Places.

Colonial Littleton organized on the dismantling of Nashoba, one of the saveral " Praying
Indian" tovms edablished by the General Court in 1654 on the petition of Rev. John
Eliot. Frontier exposure and mgged conditions atfir stlimited both native and European
stlement. Only about 50 native individualsand afew Europeans Stuated outsde the
boundaries of the Praying Town are bdieved to have bean resdents in 1675, and the
location was temporarily abandoned during King Philip's War (1675-78). Local Indians
having bean imprisoned during the hogtilities, failed to reum to Nashoba a war's end.
European resttlementfr omnearby townsof Concord, Chdmdsord and Sow generated
intense compsition for the abandoned native propeaty; while ardent competition betwean
neghboring tovms over access, land acquigtion and confral led to subgtantial squatting
on dedrable aoreage during the late 17 and early 18* centuries Onereault of this
compstition was the failure of the town to devdop in a imified or focused manner.

Littleton was incorporated in 1714 as Nashaba, but the name was changed to Littleton
one year later. The location of thefir stmedtinghouse (c. 1717, nat extant) at Littleton
Common, gppodte 20 Medinghouse Road, prompted formation of a radial network of
roads presumed to follow nativefr ailsand initiated devdopment of the area. Greast Road
(State Highway, Routes 2A and 119) devdoped through the Federal period into a
princpalfranspirationcorridor fr omGraton through Littleton to Acton and Concord. It

(continued)
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converged a Littleton Common with King Sfreet (State Highway Route 110) the road to
Westford. Six tenthsof amile to the southwedt, Littleton Center developed during the
17* century a the intersection of Great Road and Foder Sfreets. With no regiona
tumpikesfraversingthe area, development focused on Littleton Common and Littleton
Center. In 1740-42, anew medtinghouse (replaced onthe samedte in 1792-94 andin
1841) was erected in Littleton Center on Foster Street, introducing an institutional
character to that village. Littleton Common assumed amore commercid identity,
atracting tavems, gores, ahotel and blacksmith shops Widdy scattered farmsteads
exised e sawhere,

Arrival of the Fitchburg Rallroad from Boston in 1845 and a second rail route from
Lowell to Ayer in 1848 did not drastically dter settlement pattems or undermine the
primarily agrarian nature of the local economy. Railfransportdid commercidize local
agriculture allowing farmers to expeditioudy ship fmits, vegetales and cider to Boston.
Railroadfransportationaso generated two new smal hamlets Littleton Depot (Fitchburg
Railroad), thejunction of King Street and Harvard Road, and & Pimpryville, and the
intersection of Bmce Stret and Ayer Road.

Diversity and dendity of deveopment increased intensdy a Littleton Common. A
carpentry shop, blacksmith, and generd sorewere established before 1875. Both
farmhouses and large village resdences continued to be built. Anindustrial complex
began north of the intersection of Great Road and King Sfreet as Conant, Houghton and
Co. Founded in 1880 as afruit evgporator, vinegar and cider mill, it later became a
manufacturer of dastic webbing. A meat and provisons market operated near the
intersection of King and Great Road, opposte the Reed-Wood FPlace. In the early
twentieth century, afire station was congmcted and Conant Houghton Co. developed a
subdivision of worker housing dong Adams Street.

The connected building plan represented a the Reed-Wood Place was developed and
popularized as aprogressve design suited to New England's system of mixed husbandry,
home-industry and amdl-scde farming. The houseform has been identified as the most
popular form of rural and smal town domestic architecture in the region throughout the
19 century." The property disolays the four components characteristic of thedistinctive
configuration: the most highly-omamented "big house' facing the road; the "little house'

(continued)

' Thomes C. Hubka, Big House Little House Back House Bam: the Comnedted Farm Buildings of New
England. (Hanover, NH: Universty Fress of New England, 1934), p. 9-10. «
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or kitchen building; the "back house," amultipurpose work and sorage areaextending to;
the bam. Organized a aright angle with facades of the house and bam facing the road,
configuration of the Reed-WWood Flace demondrates one of the new guiding principles of
the interconnected plan: dignment of the house toward the dreet. 1n aandoning the
traditional, climate-driven orientation of dwellingstoward the south irrespective of the
byway, the plan expressesanew commimd rather than salf-contained socia and
€economic perspective.

Asiscommon with such interconnected arangements, the building history of the Reed-
Wood Hace isexfremely difficult to reconstmct. Thisinterconnected form mede regular
use of two congstently popular building practices of 19* century New England, the
conservation of houses and utility buildings by moving and reusing them and the
incrementa addition to existing gmctures. As aresult, such complexes are often
composed of distinctly different types of small, vemacular buildings, changed and
possibly reaigned, moved or removed over time. Without photographic or written
records of gppearance or documentation as to historical use or the intent, influences or
processes of the builders, the property's evolution is open to wide interpretation. No
daborae family genedogies, newgogper accounts, commercia records, diaries, or other
written materia or photographs survive for the property. Title search tracesthe property
back to only the late 18™ century and provides no descriptiveinformation as to the
number of type of buildings extant a each transaction. It does reved that only alimited
amount of land, amaximum of about five acres, has been assodated with the Reed-Wood
Plece snce 1812.

The property's first identifiable owners are Mary Gardner Reed (d. November 16,1789)
and Issec Reed (b. May 18,1755 - d. November 5,1789) who moved to Littleton from
Lexington c. 1780. Iszec Resd was the fifth generation descendant of immigrants
Maybel Kendall Read (b. England, 1605; d. June 5, 1690) and William Reed (ds0 Reede,
b. England, 1587). Mary Gardner Read was the daughter of Revolutionary War generd
Issec Gardner of Brookline. The holding of Mary Gardner and Issec Reed isdescribed in
1812 as two parcels, a single acre homesead, and three acresof land. In that yeer it was
sold for $1000 by their son Issec Gardner Reed, alawyerfromWaldoboro,
Massechusdtts (later Maine) to Thomas Reed, gentleman, of Littleton. Although no
buildings are referenced in the deed, the oldest part of the house may date to the tenure of
Issec and Mary Reed. The next transaction occurred within ayeer, dso for $1000 and
references "lands and buildings."

(continued)
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Thomas Reed (b. Littleton, January 23,1767), was a& best adistant rlative of Issec
Gardner Reed, and was the son of Thomas Read and Lucy Powers Read and the grandson
of Peter and Abigail Reed who had a0 likely emigrated to Littleton from Lexington.
Thomas Reed transferred the property a aprice of $1000to Samud Smith (1782-1848)
of Littleton. A morocco dresser and farmer, Samud Smith had cometo town in 1807.
Although Smith subsequently moved to Pepperdl, he retained ownership of the property,
conveying itin 1839to Aaron Tuttle. It was characterized a that time asbaing
approximately two acresof land and buildings. Tuttle failed to complete the purchase. A
court settlement as aresult of asuit brought by the son of Samud Smith (dso Samud
Smith) retumed the property in 1852 to the Smith estate. It was inherited by Samud
Smith's (the father) daughters from a second marriage, Susan Smith of Littleton and
Mary Elizabeth Smith Gibson of Townsend.

The sgters sold the property two yearslater for $900 to Charles Potter of Littleton, a
blacksmith, who conveyed it amonth later to Hugh Cash, adresser from Concord for the
same price. Thisreduction in the saleprice from 1812 may reflect deterioration during a
period of vacancy. Itisunclear that Hugh Cagh ever lived on the property, as he was still
recorded in Concord on the next deed. It does gopear, however, that substantia
improvements were mede during hisfive-yeartenure. Although still described as
approximately two acres of land and the buildings thereon, the property was soldin 1859
for $1400 to Boynton Needham of Littleton, an inn holder and carpenter. Thisisalate
datefor constmction of adoublerear wall chimney dwelling, the Gresk Reviva details
on the house and the generd conservatiam of rural constmction allow for the possibility.
It isas0 conceivable that what had been a"half houss' a the westem end of the main
block (sse Foundation and Building Plan) was expanded a thistime into the present 5
bay smcture. |f suchisthe case, ance the floor planof the main house does not
accommodeate kitchen goace, the rear atachment must have a0 been added as akitchen
ell. Itisaso possblethat the front and reer walls of the kitchen ell wereraised and half
windows installed to improve the attic goece a thistime.

Boynton Nesdham gpparently made no changes, and trandferred the property (dlsofor
$1400) in 1861 to Josgph Warren Hetcher, dso a Littleton carpenter.  Fletcher retained
ovmership for twelve years and likely utilized his skill to meke substantid improvements
that advanced the vaueto $4450 in 1873, when he sold to John B. Robinson. The
building's footprint in the county atlas for 1875 does not yet show a right-angled
configuration to the property suggesting that the "back housg' was not yet built. Itis
possble that Fetcher did add the section without basament, which completes the kitchen

(continued)
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ell (little house). The areaeedt of the west Sde of the ell doorways Sts only on arock
fovmdation (sse Foimdation and Basament Plan). Thisportion eest of the existing
chimney in this addition remained an imfinished wood Sorage areawith aprivy
projecting off the southwest comer through the 1980s The part west of the chimney,
subdivided into two aress, was utilized as awashroom and pantry. Hetcher likely added
the room on the south Sde of the kitchen ell. 1t dso dts only onarock foundation
without basament. Hisother renovations may have included the Itaianate bays and
doorway on the faBade, the Carpenter Gothic front and Sde porches and the marble
mantds in the living and dining rooms.

John B. Robinson, owner of the property between 1873 and 1899, dso owned a
housenext door (bumed 1905) which he purchased in 1887. He incorporated the adjacent
property into the holding. 1t gopears he dso completed the L-shgped configuration of the
Reed-Wood Face before 1889 by adding the "back housg" perpendicular to the existing
constmction to reach the bam which was a0 likely constmcted during his ownership.
The back house addition barely meets the rear of the kitchen ell and isjoined only by a
shed-roofed projection from the right angled ell. The back housedso goans separate,
non-contiguous foundations and basements  Field gone and granite half wallsremainin
the cdllar and brick sections in the rear foimdation walls indicate substantia changes over
time. 1t ssams likely that the expangon of this back housedso occurred in modular
fashion and may in part condst of a leest one building moved into place while another
was possibly demolished or rdlocated. The whedwright's shop, formerly owned by
Luther Lgpham on the adjoining lot purchesed by Robinson, could be alikely candidate
& an dement in thisstmcture. The shop remains in place on the 1875 county map, but is
missing in 1889 whenthe full configuration of the Reed-Wood Flaceis represented.

Josgph Warren Hetcher repurchasad the property in 1899. The deed failsto indicate the
sdeprice or adescription of the buildings. A photograph in the Boston Herad
(September 4,1905) dso shows the completed configuration. The granite post fence,
then comprised of wood railsrather than pickets, extended in front of both houses
Mature trees tand in an goparent formalized planting in the yard and aong the roadside.
Hetcher would transfer the property to his son Elmer for $1 in 1918. Along with Osmnen
Needham, son of the former owner Boyden Needham, Elmer Hetcher formed the
building and carpentry firm Hetcher & Neadham, which constmcted some of the finest
housssin Littleton. The younger Hetcher sold the property for an undisclosed sum
within two years.

(continued)
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Major changesoccurred in Littleton after World War |. During the 1930s, King Street
(Route 110) and Great Road (Route 119 and 2) were improved as date highways.
Commercid buildings, congmcted to sarvethe auto trade and growing population
replaced farmgteads. Outbuildingswere lost as farmswere subdivided to allow new
constmction to occur. With assodaed productive land eliminated or subdivided, former
farmgeads as well as in-town dwellingswere susceptible to commercid renovations.
New resdentia development in Littleton Common ended about 1930, but severd
existing homeswere subdivided into multi-tenant dwellings.

The next owners. RoseField Wood (b. Winchester, NH, September 7,1897 - d. Littleton,
1987) and George E. Wood (b. Ayer, November 24, 1893 - d. May 20, 1975) were small
busness owners who participated in the transformation of the Common to accommodate
the automobile. They moved to Littleton in 1920 and opened the first sarvice stationin
town nearby on Great Road around the same time. They dso owned Nashoba Oil
Company. George Wood utilized the back house or shed adjoining the bam as a small
meachine shop operated by a motor-powered belt sysem. Helikely partitioned and
finished the interior of the hed south of the chimney which functioned as aworkshop
and office. He may dso have added the folding door on the eedt (reax) eevation of the
back house to accommodate machinery he had fabricated or repaired.

More intense population growth and highway constmction after World War |1 continued
to undermine the rural character of Littleton Common. A new Route 2, adivided,
limited-access highway built in 1950 tumed Littleton into an exurb of mefropolitan
Boston. Constmction of Interdate 495 in the 1960s with an exit just north of the
Common bisected severd large farmsthat remained and atracted amgor office complex
to King Street. Additional traffic, loss of open goace and new constmction undermined
the 19 century character of the Common. Houses early shopsand agricultural buildings
continued to be replaced by ges dations, retail, office or service buildings.

After the death of Rose Wood, the property remained in the Wood edate through the
early 1990s and stood vacant for many years. It was threstened with demolition or
remova to allow commercid strip development.  Intense public opposition generated
pressureto preserve the streetscape on Meetinghouse Road overlooking the Common. It
led the inheritorsto subdivide the property alowing retention of the interconnected
complex overlooking the road. The current property incorporates partsof both holdings
joined by John B. Robinson. A small,free-standingf rarmeshingled outbuilding, most
recently utilized as a chicken coop, was removed from the new rear (east) property line to
(continued)
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remain with the Reed-Wood Place. The new owners undertook acertified rehabilitation
of the bam and back house converting them to office goace The adgptive use of the
Reed-Wood Face in kegping with its historic character have s&t an example recognized
in aPresarvation Award from the community. 1t demondsfrates an gppropriate adaptation
which perpetuates historical function combining resdentid ownership with the practice
of afradeor profession in the commercid center of the community.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentid to provide detailed
information on the socid, cultural and economic changes that occurred a 20
Mestinghouse Road and around Littleton Common from the 18*' through 20* centuries.
Additional historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing can be
usad to document the exact constmction datefor the house a 20 Megtinghouse Road (ca
1780). Similar research can o be usad to document remodding and any architectura
changes that may have occurred Sncethe origina date of constmction. Alterations may
have occurred to the property as aresult of stylistic and/or functional changes to the
building. Stmctura evidence of outbuildings can dso be important in documenting the
layout and function of the property through time. Earlier outbuildings may have served a
function as part of afarmstead, cottage industry and resdence. Stmcturd evidence from
farmsteads, resdences and outbuildings might also exist on the property from historic
period land use that predatesthe original constmction of the houseinca 1780. The
congtmction of the ca 1717 meatinghouse across the sreet from the house a 20
Mestinghouse Road may indicate potentia for an earlier resdence or outbuildings
asodated with the meatinghousein thisarea Thisinformation and an exact date of
congtmction for the house can be important in recongmcting the early history of the
town. Detailed andyss of the contents from occupationd related festures can dso
provide important information on the socia, cultural and economic characteridtics of the
inhabitants of the house over 200 years and how these characteristics changed and
evolved through time.

(end)
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Reed-Wood Place Middlesex, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. fiftngraphiral Data

Acreage of Property. less than one

UTIM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 297000 4713200
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namel/title. Dianne L. Siergiej, Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC __

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date. August 200Q _
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone fii7/7?7-R47n_
city or town Boston State. MA zip code 02125

Aririitinnal Dnciimentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Vas

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Paul J. Tiernan
street & number 20 Meetinghouse Road P n Rnx 1424 . telephone 978-486-3158
city or town Littleton state MA . Zip code_ Q1460

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomi. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, PO. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of 20 Meetinghouse Road, Littleton are as shown as the bold line on the accompanying map entitled
Property Map U-7, Littleton, Massachusetts Jenuary 1, 1997 and are those of Mg U07, Block 10.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the farmhouse and attached utility buildings that have been historically part of the holding and
maintain historic and architectura integrity. This 15,001 squarefoot lot was subdivided from alarger parce totaling
91,793 squarefeet, 76,793 squarefeet of which has been devedloped for commercid use

A

(end) \
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical*'Commission

Augug 9, 2000

Ms. Caral Shull

Nationd Regider of Higtoric Haoes
Depatmant of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1829 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dexr Ms. Shull:
Endosed plessefindthe following nomingtion form:
Resd’Wood Hace 20 Medinghouse Roed, Littleton (Middlesex Co.),MA
The nomingtion hes baan voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes bean sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the propearty were notified of pending Sete

Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the mesting and were afforded the opportunity
to commat. Two letters of support have bean recaved.

We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Snoady,

Betsy Hiedoerg Q
Nationd Regiger Director
Massachusdtts Higtoricd Commisson
endoaure

CC: Paul & Kathleen Tiernan
Pamda Campbell, Chair, Littleton Historical Commission
Dianne Siergig, Presarvatiion Consultant
Daniel Sullivan, Chair, Board of Sdectmen
Mark Montaneri, Chair, Planning Board
Sate Representative Geoffrey Hall

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
www. gate. ma. us/sec/mhc



RECEIVED

AANE[ZNENINTANAN Naah M HIST. COMM
GEOFFREY HALL Chairman
STATE REPRESENTATIVE Comminee on State Administration
2ND MIDDLESEX DISTRICT
AYER PRECINCT 2 MW 2’ ZCID
i ROOM 34. STATE HOUSE

HARVARD, LITTLETON. WESTFORD
TEL. (617) 722-2320

JOANNE BARNETT
STAFF DIRECTOR

Betsy Friedberg

Director, National Regigter
Massachusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

This letter isto add my enthudiastic support for the gpplication of Paul J. Tiernan of 20
Medtinghouse Road, Littleton, MA 01460 to havethe irreplacesble, two-centuries old
building & 20 Mestinghouse Road listed on the National Regidter.

The prescribed carewith which the owners have restored this once-abandoned antique
property to active use istestimony to one family's determination to preserveits unique
historic and architecturad significance inthe Town of Littleton. Authorities of various
pertinent authenticating agendes have acknowledged the validity of the restoration
efforts.

The formal incluson of 20 Meetinghouse Road on the National Regider is aproper final
dep inrecognizing one more item inthis satestreasury of historic gtes. Such a
designation, by publicly certifying the property as noteworthy, not only benefits the
tourism industry of the state, but dso enhancesthe pride of the community inits heritage.
In giving your gpprova to the petition youwill have confirmed another historic ass=t in
Massachusdattsfor nationa public gppreciation. Thank you for your congderation.

Sincerdly,

iY D. HALL
Charman
Committee on Sate Administration
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May 10,2000

Betsi] Friedterg

National Register Director
Massacliusetts Historical Commission
220Morrissey Blvd.

Boston,M A 02125

Subject:  National Register Nomination
20 Meetingkouse Road, Littleton, M A

Dear Ms. Friedterg,

TkelLittleton Historical Commission witkout reservation supportstke nominationof 20
Meetingkouse Road, Littleton, Massackusetts, to tke National Register. 1will not lakor you by
repeating tke kousesrick kistory, tkat will be found in tke supporting documentation, but all ow
meto speak totke spirit ol tke nomination. Tke Tiernan property isone of tke few remaining
original buildingson our town Common. It kas beenlovingly restored and isfrequently cited as
an example of kow preservation can work in today sworld. Mr. and Mrs. Tiernan kave saved a real
treasurefor tke town.

If you kave any questions, pleasefeel freeto contact me. My daytimetelepkone is 978797"

1909, xI16.

Sincerely

PamelaD. Campbell
Ckalrperson
Littleton Historical Commission

cc Paul J. Tiernan

pdc/ks



