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Narrative Description 

Typical of nineteenth-century rural homesteads, the Reed-Wood Place at 20 Meetinghouse Road is a vemacular 
complex encompassing elements from the Federal to Carpenter Gothic periods. The accreted structure is 
configured to form an L-shaped plan of dwelling with attached utility ells leading to a small, early 19* century 
New England bam. It represents a town house version of the peculiar New England vemacular building type 
known as the "big house, little house, back house, bam". Characteristically, it is comprised of sections or 
smaller buildings added or moved onto place over time and variously modified or unified by the application of 
ornamentation. The Reed-Wood Place consists of a rectangular 2 1/2-story, 5x2 bay, frame dwelling (big 
house) and a 1 1/2-story, 5-bay, kitchen ell in two sections (little house). These components are connected to a 
1 1/2-story, 4-bay shed (back house) incorporating at least two segments which lead to a 1 1/2-story, 1 x 1 bay. 
New England bam. As a Federal Period dwelling with Federal and/or Greek Revival additions also decorated 
with later Italianate and Carpenter Gothic ornamentation, the main block, interconnected ells and utility 
buildings reflect two centuries of development. Although located within a mixed-use, commercially zoned area 
that has undergone dramatic change, the Reed-Wood Place retains integrity as a prominent, local residence with 
attached subordinate structures surviving on its site opposite Littleton Common. Despite its modest scale and 
design, the property commands attention due to its siting, materials, configuration and preservation. Its survival 
represents the successftil tradition and contemporary adaptation to usage by owners who have historically 
combined their trades or professions with occupancy. 

The Littleton Common area is a mixed-use area at the crossroads of Great Road (State Highway Routes 2A and 
119) and King Street (State Highway Route 110). The common itself, original site of the first meetinghouse (c. 
1717, not extant) remains open space as a park with war memorials and water trough, but it was cut in two by 
Great Road in the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Since the early twentieth century many buildings 
dating from the late eighteenth to early twentieth centuries, have been variously adapted to commercial uses. 
Others have been removed and replaced with modem commercial stmctures. Constmction of 1-495 in the 1960s 
with an exit jiist north of the Common bisected several farms and attracted a major office complex to King 
Street. 

The Reed-Wood Place is conspicuous from the north and the east when approaching the major intersections that 
define the common. Meetinghouse Road (formerly Maple Street) is the original location of Great Road and the 
traditional eastem boundary of the Common. A new right-of-way dividing the Common was cut for Great Road 
in the third quarter of the nineteenth century. Residential buildings converted to commercial uses are located to 
the south of 20 Meetinghouse Road. A new commercial building stands to the east, and part of its parking lot 
extends along the northem boundary of the Reed-Wood Place. The property consists of a pentagonal lot with 

(continued) 
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interconnected dwellings and outbuildings set at an oblique angle to Meetinghouse Road. A sidewalk runs near 
the west property line which is marked with a picket fence with granite piers. The fence originates at the 
southwestem comer of the lot and ends near the southwest comer of the main block. Another section of the 
fence runs from the northwest comer of the bam for several feet along the paved driveway then tums to reach 
the northwest comer of the lot. The east (rear) boundary line of the lot is demarcated by a low, white stockade 
fence which shields the view of the parking lot to the rear (east). The north boxmdary line runs parallel to a 
sidewalk along a small parking lot to the north. 

The 5x2 bay, rectangular-plan, center-entry, double rear-wall chimney main block rises 2 Vi stories from a 
fieldstone foimdation to a side gable, slate-tiled roof The transverse division of the basement (see Foundation 
and Basement plan) fiiUy-enclosing almost half of the fieldstone foundation indicates it was developed in two 
sections. Exterior embellishments include round-topped, gable windows. On the fa9ade, two angled projecting 
bays with paneled aprons are joined by a 1-story porch with open posts and decorative brackets. The main entry 
consists of paneled, doubled-leafed Italianate doors with elongated, rectangular lights surmounted by a straight, 
single-light transom. Fenesfration consists of 2/2, double-hung, replacement sash with cap-molded trim. A side 
porch, similarly-omamented to that on the facade, runs fiill-width along the north elevation of the main block 
where a narrow, wood paneled door with an etched-glass, elongated, rectangular light also provides access. The 
two-bay south elevation is symmetrical. Other detail on the main block includes a boxed, molded comice with 
retums and roimd-topped, paneled pilasters with cap moldings. 

A 5-bay, 1 Vi story, irregular-plan, rear ell projects to the west off the northem end of the main block. It is 
comprised of two sections. The area east of the entry on the north elevation sits on a fieldstone foimdation with 
fiiU basement, the remainder only rests on a stone foundation. Both are spanned by a pitched, slate-tile roof 
penetrated by a narrow, tall brick chimney on the ridge line. A small, flat-roofed entry porch, similar to that on 
the main block, is centered on its north elevation. Flat, half windows light the second level of the rear ell. The 
irregular south elevation of the rear ell includes a shed-roofed section without basement in the southwest comer 
and a shed-roofed open porch over a tertiary entry. The east elevation of the ell is denoted only by a gable 
window. 

The clapboard-clad shed and bam rise from fieldstone foundations to pitched, slate-tiled, gable roofs. The shed 
spans the remains of abandoned lateral and perpendicularly-oriented foundations indicating substantial change 
and constmction and location over time. An interior chimney rises through the east slope of the shed's roof near 
the ridge. Detail on the shed and bam is largely limited to end boards and a boxed, molded comice, but 
openings of both the shed and bam are decorated with cap moldings. The shed's fa9ade; near its junction with 
the rear ell, is enhanced by a double-leafed, Italianate entry similar to that on the main block, but without a 

(continued) 
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transom. The southem end of the shed facade had been modified to accommodate a modem, single-bay, 
overhead, garage door. It was replaced by a new entry with cottage door sheltered by a simple, flat-roofed, open 
entry porch during the certified rehabilitation. A cottage door with 9-light upper panel was relocated from the 
south elevation of the bam to the (rear) east elevation of the shed where it is sheltered by a flat-roofed open 
porch similar to that at the new fa9ade entry. This door was used as the model for the new entry door on the 
shed fafade. The three-bay, south elevation of the shed includes a shed-roofed projection and a four-panel, 
wooden, side-entry door. 

The New England bam has a door which slides on an exterior track It is comprised of angled boards slanted to 
peak at the center and to surround a 12-light, fixed-sash window. The doorway has been fitted with custom-
built fenestration. Other fenestration principally consists of 6/6 sash (refurbished in the certified rehabilitation). 
Flat, 3/3-light, fixed windows are found on the first floor of the north elevation of the bam and on the second 
level of the rear (east) elevation of the shed. A flat, 2/2-light, hopper window illuminates the first floor of the 
rear (east) elevation of the bam. Access to the basement of the bam is achieved through double-leafed, 
vertical-board doors of xmequal size in the northeast comer. The northem leaf of the basement entry houses a 9-
light, fixed sash. 

Also on the site is a free-standing, rectangular, single story, 2x2 bay, pitched-roof, frame shed with clapboard 
siding and shake roofing. It was relocated from the back part of the original holding by the current owners and 
is positioned near the east property line, south of the east end of the bam and ell. 

The interior of the main block was renovated in the early 1990s, but retains its original floor plan, marble 
fireplace surrounds and central stairway. Interior finishes were modeled on the original. Attic space remains 
open and plastered. The rear ell, formerly a kitchen, pantry, wash room and unfinished wood storage/work area 
with privy have been modified into a modem kitchen and adjoining family room. The shed-roofed section 
without basement behind the main block was, and remains, a bathroom. The secondary stair remains. The non-
original plan on the upper level was altered to improve circulation pattems, improve and expand the layout of a 
1950s bathroom. Both levels of the shed and bam, previously imfinished except for an office area partitioned 
into the comer, have been rehabilitated to modem simple finished office space. Upper levels and basements are 
accessed by a new stairway at the new entry on the east (rear) elevation. 

The Reed-Wood Place not only represents the evolution of a homestead over 200 years of usage through 
economic and stylistic change, but it also exemplifies how such a complex can be sensitively and appropriately 
adapted for continued use. Just as the property accommodated work space for owners who combined farming 
and trades for support, it has now been rehabilitated to accommodate a resident owner who practices law from 
the premises. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are currently located on the property, it is possible that sites are present. 
Environmental characteristics of the property indicate some locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, distance to 
wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many types of prehistoric sites. The property is well drained with a 
level to moderate slope. However, the parcel is well beyond 1000 feet from the nearest wetlands, an important 
factor that reduces the overall prehistoric site potential for this area. Given the above information, known 
prehistoric settlement in the area, the small size of the parcel (.344 acres) and related historic development, a 
low potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources. 

A moderate to high potential exists for the recovery of historic archaeological resources on the property at 20 
Meetinghouse Road. Stmctural remains from outbuildings (bams, sheds, animal pens) may survive on the 
property dating to constmction of the house in ca. 1780 and later. Constmction features and artifact scatters 
may also exist relating to remodeling and changes to the buildings function. Occupational related features (trash 
pits, privies, wells) should be present for different periods of occupation and inhabitants of the house and 
fimctional uses of the property. The close proximity (across the sfreet) of the house at 20 Meetinghouse Road to 
Littleton Common and the ca. 1717 meetinghouse across the street indicates that archaeological evidence of 
earlier farmsteads, no longer extant, could also be present on the property. This potential has yet to be 
demonstrated. 

(end) 
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Narrative Statement of Significance • 

The Reed-Wood Place at 20 Meetinghouse Road is an accreted, vemacular building 
complex incorporating stmctural elements from the Federal period to the late 19* 
century. It is significant as a rare intact representative in Littleton Common of the 19*'' 
century evolution of homestead plans of constmction peculiar to New England and 
colloquially described as "a big house, little house, back house, bam". This configuration 
of a main block with interconnected ells or utility buildings leading to a bam was typical 
of residences in Littleton Common area. Most have been substantially altered or 
demolished to accommodate 20"* century commercial development. As a village property 
historically owned by tradesman, the Reed-Wood Place is also significant as 
representative of the historic character of the Common area as the more commercially-
oriented to two closely associated yet distinct 19* century centers of settlement. 
Recently the recipient of a certified rehabilitation, the buildings have been adapted for 
contemporary use as a residence and law office. The Read-Wood Place retains integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It qualifies 
imder Criteria A and C on a local level for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Colonial Littleton organized on the dismantling of Nashoba, one of the several "Praying 
Indian" tovms established by the General Court in 1654 on the petition of Rev. John 
Eliot. Frontier exposure and mgged conditions at first limited both native and European 
settlement. Only about 50 native individuals and a few Europeans situated outside the 
boundaries of the Praying Town are believed to have been residents in 1675, and the 
location was temporarily abandoned during King Philip's War (1675-78). Local Indians, 
having been imprisoned during the hostilities, failed to retum to Nashoba at war's end. 
European resettlement from nearby towns of Concord, Chelmsford and Stow generated 
intense competition for the abandoned native property; while ardent competition between 
neighboring tovms over access, land acquisition and confrol led to substantial squatting 
on desirable acreage during the late 17* and early 18* centuries. One result of this 
competition was the failure of the town to develop in a imified or focused manner. 

Littleton was incorporated in 1714 as Nashoba, but the name was changed to Littleton 
one year later. The location of the first meetinghouse (c. 1717, not extant) at Littleton 
Common, opposite 20 Meetinghouse Road, prompted formation of a radial network of 
roads presumed to follow native frails and initiated development of the area. Great Road 
(State Highway, Routes 2A and 119) developed through the Federal period into a 
principal franspiration corridor from Groton through Littleton to Acton and Concord. It 

(continued) 
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converged at Littleton Common with King Sfreet (State Highway Route 110) the road to 
Westford. Six tenths of a mile to the southwest, Littleton Center developed during the 
17* century at the intersection of Great Road and Foster Sfreets. With no regional 
tumpikes fraversing the area, development focused on Littleton Common and Littleton 
Center. In 1740-42, a new meetinghouse (replaced on the same site in 1792-94 and in 
1841) was erected in Littleton Center on Foster Street, introducing an institutional 
character to that village. Littleton Common assumed a more commercial identity, 
attracting tavems, stores, a hotel and blacksmith shops. Widely scattered farmsteads 
existed elsewhere. 

Arrival of the Fitchburg Railroad from Boston in 1845 and a second rail route from 
Lowell to Ayer in 1848 did not drastically alter settlement pattems or undermine the 
primarily agrarian nature of the local economy. Rail fransport did commercialize local 
agriculture allowing farmers to expeditiously ship fmits, vegetables and cider to Boston. 
Railroad fransportation also generated two new small hamlets: Littleton Depot (Fitchburg 
Railroad), the junction of King Street and Harvard Road, and at Pimpryville, and the 
intersection of Bmce Street and Ayer Road. 

Diversity and density of development increased intensely at Littleton Common. A 
carpentry shop, blacksmith, and general store were established before 1875. Both 
farmhouses and large village residences continued to be built. An industrial complex 
began north of the intersection of Great Road and King Sfreet as Conant, Houghton and 
Co. Founded in 1880 as a fruit evaporator, vinegar and cider mill, it later became a 
manufacturer of elastic webbing. A meat and provisions market operated near the 
intersection of King and Great Road, opposite the Reed-Wood Place. In the early 
twentieth century, a fire station was constmcted and Conant Houghton Co. developed a 
subdivision of worker housing along Adams Street. 

The connected building plan represented at the Reed-Wood Place was developed and 
popularized as a progressive design suited to New England's system of mixed husbandry, 
home-industry and small-scale farming. The house form has been identified as the most 
popular form of rural and small town domestic architecture in the region throughout the 
19 century.' The property displays the four components characteristic of the distinctive 
configuration: the most highly-omamented "big house" facing the road; the "little house" 

(continued) 

' Thomas C. Hubka, Big House. Little House. Back House. Bam: the Connected Farm Buildings of New 
England. (Hanover, NH: University Press of New England, 1984), p. 9-10. • 
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or kitchen building; the "back house," a multipurpose work and storage area extending to; 
the bam. Organized at a right angle with facades of the house and bam facing the road, 
configuration of the Reed-Wood Place demonsfrates one of the new guiding principles of 
the interconnected plan: alignment of the house toward the street. In abandoning the 
traditional, climate-driven orientation of dwellings toward the south irrespective of the 
byway, the plan expresses a new commimal rather than self-contained social and 
economic perspective. 

As is common with such interconnected arrangements, the building history of the Reed-
Wood Place is exfremely difficult to reconstmct. This interconnected form made regular 
use of two consistently popular building practices of 19* century New England, the 
conservation of houses and utility buildings by moving and reusing them and the 
incremental addition to existing stmctures. As a result, such complexes are often 
composed of distinctly different types of small, vemacular buildings, changed and 
possibly realigned, moved or removed over time. Without photographic or written 
records of appearance or documentation as to historical use or the intent, influences or 
processes of the builders, the property's evolution is open to wide interpretation. No 
elaborate family genealogies, newspaper accounts, commercial records, diaries, or other 
written material or photographs survive for the property. Title search traces the property 
back to only the late 18''' century and provides no descriptive information as to the 
number of type of buildings extant at each transaction. It does reveal that only a limited 
amount of land, a maximum of about five acres, has been associated with the Reed-Wood 
Place since 1812. 

The property's first identifiable owners are Mary Gardner Reed (d. November 16,1789) 
and Isaac Reed (b. May 18,1755 - d. November 5,1789) who moved to Littleton from 
Lexington c. 1780. Isaac Reed was the fifth generation descendant of immigrants 
Maybel Kendall Reed (b. England, 1605; d. June 5, 1690) and William Reed (also Reade, 
b. England, 1587). Mary Gardner Reed was the daughter of Revolutionary War general 
Isaac Gardner of Brookline. The holding of Mary Gardner and Isaac Reed is described in 
1812 as two parcels, a single acre homestead, and three acres of land. In that year it was 
sold for $1000 by their son Isaac Gardner Reed, a lawyer from Waldoboro, 
Massachusetts (later Maine) to Thomas Reed, gentleman, of Littleton. Although no 
buildings are referenced in the deed, the oldest part of the house may date to the tenure of 
Isaac and Mary Reed. The next transaction occurred within a year, also for $1000 and 
references "lands and buildings." 

(continued) 
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Thomas Reed (b. Littleton, January 23,1767), was at best a distant relative of Isaac 
Gardner Reed, and was the son of Thomas Reed and Lucy Powers Reed and the grandson 
of Peter and Abigail Reed who had also likely emigrated to Littleton from Lexington. 
Thomas Reed transferred the property at a price of $1000 to Samuel Smith (1782-1848) 
of Littleton. A morocco dresser and farmer, Samuel Smith had come to town in 1807. 
Although Smith subsequently moved to Pepperell, he retained ownership of the property, 
conveying it in 1839 to Aaron Tuttle. It was characterized at that time as being 
approximately two acres of land and buildings. Tuttle failed to complete the purchase. A 
court settlement as a result of a suit brought by the son of Samuel Smith (also Samuel 
Smith) retumed the property in 1852 to the Smith estate. It was inherited by Samuel 
Smith's (the father) daughters from a second marriage, Susan Smith of Littleton and 
Mary Elizabeth Smith Gibson of Townsend. 

The sisters sold the property two years later for $900 to Charles Potter of Littleton, a 
blacksmith, who conveyed it a month later to Hugh Cash, a dresser from Concord for the 
same price. This reduction in the sale price from 1812 may reflect deterioration during a 
period of vacancy. It is unclear that Hugh Cash ever lived on the property, as he was still 
recorded in Concord on the next deed. It does appear, however, that substantial 
improvements were made during his five-year tenure. Although still described as 
approximately two acres of land and the buildings thereon, the property was sold in 1859 
for $1400 to Boynton Needham of Littleton, an inn holder and carpenter. This is a late 
date for constmction of a double rear wall chimney dwelling, the Greek Revival details 
on the house and the general conservatism of rural constmction allow for the possibility. 
It is also conceivable that what had been a "half house" at the westem end of the main 
block (see Foundation and Building Plan) was expanded at this time into the present 5-
bay stmcture. If such is the case, since the floor plan of the main house does not 
accommodate kitchen space, the rear attachment must have also been added as a kitchen 
ell. It is also possible that the front and rear walls of the kitchen ell were raised and half 
windows installed to improve the attic space at this time. 

Boynton Needham apparently made no changes, and transferred the property (also for 
$1400) in 1861 to Joseph Warren Fletcher, also a Littleton carpenter. Fletcher retained 
ovmership for twelve years and likely utilized his skill to make substantial improvements 
that advanced the value to $4450 in 1873, when he sold to John B. Robinson. The 
building's footprint in the county atlas for 1875 does not yet show a right-angled 
configuration to the property suggesting that the "back house" was not yet built. It is 
possible that Fletcher did add the section without basement, which completes the kitchen 

(continued) 
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ell (little house). The area east of the west side of the ell doorways sits only on a rock 
fovmda.tion (see Foimdation and Basement Plan). This portion east of the existing 
chimney in this addition remained an imfinished wood storage area with a privy 
projecting off the southwest comer through the 1980s. The part west of the chimney, 
subdivided into two areas, was utilized as a washroom and pantry. Fletcher likely added 
the room on the south side of the kitchen ell. It also sits only on a rock foundation 
without basement. His other renovations may have included the Italianate bays and 
doorway on the fa9ade, the Carpenter Gothic front and side porches and the marble 
mantels in the living and dining rooms. 

John B. Robinson, owner of the property between 1873 and 1899, also owned a 
housenext door (bumed 1905) which he purchased in 1887. He incorporated the adjacent 
property into the holding. It appears he also completed the L-shaped configuration of the 
Reed-Wood Place before 1889 by adding the "back house" perpendicular to the existing 
constmction to reach the bam which was also likely constmcted during his ownership. 
The back house addition barely meets the rear of the kitchen ell and is joined only by a 
shed-roofed projection from the right angled ell. The back house also spans separate, 
non-contiguous foundations and basements. Field stone and granite half walls remain in 
the cellar and brick sections in the rear foimdation walls indicate substantial changes over 
time. It seems likely that the expansion of this back house also occurred in modular 
fashion and may in part consist of at least one building moved into place while another 
was possibly demolished or relocated. The wheelwright's shop, formerly owned by 
Luther Lapham on the adjoining lot purchased by Robinson, could be a likely candidate 
as an element in this stmcture. The shop remains in place on the 1875 county map, but is 
missing in 1889 when the full configuration of the Reed-Wood Place is represented. 

Joseph Warren Fletcher repurchased the property in 1899. The deed fails to indicate the 
sale price or a description of the buildings. A photograph in the Boston Herald 
(September 4,1905) also shows the completed configuration. The granite post fence, 
then comprised of wood rails rather than pickets, extended in front of both houses. 
Mature trees stand in an apparent formalized planting in the yard and along the roadside. 
Fletcher would transfer the property to his son Elmer for $1 in 1918. Along with Osman 
Needham, son of the former owner Boyden Needham, Elmer Fletcher formed the 
building and carpentry firm Fletcher & Needham, which constmcted some of the finest 
houses in Littleton. The younger Fletcher sold the property for an undisclosed sum 
within two years. 

(continued) 
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Major changes occurred in Littleton after World War I . During the 1930s, King Street 
(Route 110) and Great Road (Route 119 and 2) were improved as state highways. 
Commercial buildings, constmcted to serve the auto trade and growing population 
replaced farmsteads. Outbuildings were lost as farms were subdivided to allow new 
constmction to occur. With associated productive land eliminated or subdivided, former 
farmsteads as well as in-town dwellings were susceptible to commercial renovations. 
New residential development in Littleton Common ended about 1930, but several 
existing homes were subdivided into multi-tenant dwellings. 

The next owners. Rose Field Wood (b. Winchester, NH, September 7,1897 - d. Littleton, 
1987) and George E. Wood (b. Ayer, November 24, 1893 - d. May 20, 1975) were small 
business owners who participated in the transformation of the Common to accommodate 
the automobile. They moved to Littleton in 1920 and opened the first service station in 
town nearby on Great Road around the same time. They also owned Nashoba Oil 
Company. George Wood utilized the back house or shed adjoining the bam as a small 
machine shop operated by a motor-powered belt system. He likely partitioned and 
finished the interior of the shed south of the chimney which functioned as a workshop 
and office. He may also have added the folding door on the east (rear) elevation of the 
back house to accommodate machinery he had fabricated or repaired. 

More intense population growth and highway constmction after World War II continued 
to undermine the rural character of Littleton Common. A new Route 2, a divided, 
limited-access highway built in 1950 tumed Littleton into an exurb of mefropolitan 
Boston. Constmction of Interstate 495 in the 1960s, with an exit just north of the 
Common bisected several large farms that remained and attracted a major office complex 
to King Street. Additional traffic, loss of open space and new constmction undermined 
the 19 century character of the Common. Houses, early shops and agricultural buildings 
continued to be replaced by gas stations, retail, office or service buildings. 

After the death of Rose Wood, the property remained in the Wood estate through the 
early 1990s and stood vacant for many years. It was threatened with demolition or 
removal to allow commercial strip development. Intense public opposition generated 
pressure to preserve the streetscape on Meetinghouse Road overlooking the Common. It 
led the inheritors to subdivide the property allowing retention of the interconnected 
complex overlooking the road. The current property incorporates parts of both holdings 
joined by John B. Robinson. A small, free-standing frame shingled outbuilding, most 
recently utilized as a chicken coop, was removed from the new rear (east) property line to 

(continued) 
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remain with the Reed-Wood Place. The new owners undertook a certified rehabilitation 
of the bam and back house converting them to office space. The adaptive use of the 
Reed-Wood Place in keeping with its historic character have set an example recognized 
in a Preservation Award from the community. It demonsfrates an appropriate adaptation 
which perpetuates historical function combining residential ownership with the practice 
of a frade or profession in the commercial center of the community. 

Archaeological Significance 

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide detailed 
information on the social, cultural and economic changes that occurred at 20 
Meetinghouse Road and around Littleton Common from the 18'*' through 20* centuries. 
Additional historical research combined with archaeological survey and testing can be 
used to document the exact constmction date for the house at 20 Meetinghouse Road (ca. 
1780). Similar research can also be used to document remodeling and any architectural 
changes that may have occurred since the original date of constmction. Alterations may 
have occurred to the property as a result of stylistic and/or functional changes to the 
building. Stmctural evidence of outbuildings can also be important in documenting the 
layout and function of the property through time. Earlier outbuildings may have served a 
function as part of a farmstead, cottage industry and residence. Stmctural evidence from 
farmsteads, residences and outbuildings might also exist on the property from historic 
period land use that predates the original constmction of the house in ca. 1780. The 
constmction of the ca. 1717 meetinghouse across the street from the house at 20 
Meetinghouse Road may indicate potential for an earlier residence or outbuildings 
associated with the meetinghouse in this area. This information and an exact date of 
constmction for the house can be important in reconstmcting the early history of the 
town. Detailed analysis of the contents from occupational related features can also 
provide important information on the social, cultural and economic characteristics of the 
inhabitants of the house over 200 years and how these characteristics changed and 
evolved through time. 

(end) 
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Reed-Wood Place 
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Middlesex, Massachusetts 
County and State 

10. fiftngraphiral Data 

Acreage of Property. less than one 

UTIVI References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

Zone 

297000 
Easting 

Easting 

4713200 
Northing 

Northing 

Zone Easting 

Zone Easting 

_ See continuation sheet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title. Dianne L. Siergiej, Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC_ 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date. August 200Q_ 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

city or town Boston 
Aririitinnal Dnciimentation 

State. 

telephone fii7/7?7-R47n_ 

MA zip code 02125 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

•Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Addit ional i tems (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Paul J. Tiernan 

street & number 20 Meetinghouse Road P n Rnx 1424 . telephone 978-486-3158 

city or town Littleton state__MA_ . zip code_ Q1460 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomi. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundaries of 20 Meetinghouse Road, Littleton are as shown as the bold line on the accompanying map entitled 
Property Map U-7, Littleton, Massachusetts, January 1, 1997 and are those of Map U07, Block 10. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the farmhouse and attached utility buildings that have been historically part of the holding and 
maintain historic and architectural integrity. This 15,001 square foot lot was subdivided from a larger parcel totaling 
91,793 square feet, 76,793 square feet of which has been developed for commercial use. 

A 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical*'Commission 

August 9, 2000 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Reed-Wood Place, 20 Meetinghouse Road, Littleton (Middlesex Co.),MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. Two letters of support have been received. 

We request an expedited review of this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedoerg Q 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Paul & Kathleen Tiernan 
Pamela Campbell, Chair, Littleton Historical Commission 
Dianne Siergiej, Preservation Consultant 
Daniel Sullivan, Chair, Board of Selectmen 
Mark Montaneri, Chair, Planning Board 
State Representative Geoffrey Hall 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 • (617) 727-8470 
www. state. ma. us/sec/mhc 
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G E O F F R E Y H A L L 
S T A T E R E P R E S E N T A T I V E 

2ND M I D D L E S E X D I S T R I C T 

AYER - P R E C I N C T 2 

HARVARD, LITTLETON. WESTFORD 

Chairman 
Comminee on State Administration 

May 2, 2000 
R O O M 3 4 . S T A T E H O U S E 

TEL. ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 2 - 2 3 2 0 

J O A N N E B A R N E T T 
STAFF D I R E C T O R 

Betsy Friedberg 
Director, National Register 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 

Dear Ms. Friedberg: 

This letter is to add my enthusiastic support for the application of Paul J. Tiernan of 20 
Meetinghouse Road, Littleton, MA 01460 to have the irreplaceable, two-centuries old 
building at 20 Meetinghouse Road listed on the National Register. 

The prescribed care with which the owners have restored this once-abandoned antique 
property to active use is testimony to one family's determination to preserve its unique 
historic and architectural significance in the Town of Littleton. Authorities of various 
pertinent authenticating agencies have acknowledged the validity of the restoration 
efforts. 

The formal inclusion of 20 Meetinghouse Road on the National Register is a proper final 
step in recognizing one more item in this state's treasury of historic sites. Such a 
designation, by publicly certifying the property as noteworthy, not only benefits the 
tourism industry of the state, but also enhances the pride of the community in its heritage. 
In giving your approval to the petition you will have confirmed another historic asset in 
Massachusetts for national public appreciation. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

iY D. HALL 
Chairman 

Committee on State Administration 



Littleton Historical Commission 

Littleton, Massacliusetts RECEIVED 
frotectingtf>elhiture(nj'Preserving tfie'Pad f̂ /̂ y 1 5 2000 

MASS. HIST. COMM 
May 10,2000 

Betsi] Friedterg 
National Register Director 
Massacliusetts Historical Commission 
220Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, M A 02125 

Subject: National Register Nomination 
20 Meetingkouse Road, Littleton, M A 

Dear Ms. Friedterg, 

Tke Littleton Historical Commission witkout reservation supports tke nomination of 20 
Meetingkouse Road, Littleton, Massackusetts, to tke National Register. I wi l l not lakor you by 
repeating tke kouse s rick kistory, tkat wi l l be found in tke supporting documentation, but allow 
me to speak to tke spirit ol tke nomination. Tke Tiernan property is one of tke few remaining 
original buildings on our town Common. It kas been lovingly restored and is frequently cited as 
an example of kow preservation can work in today s world. Mr. and Mrs. Tiernan kave saved a real 
treasure for tke town. 

If you kave any questions, please feel free to contact me. My daytime telepkone is 9 7 8 ^ 9 7 " 
1909, xll6. 

Sincerely 

Pamela D. Campbell 
Ckalrperson 
Littleton Historical Commission 

cc Paul J. Tiernan 

pdc/ks 


