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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stockbridge Casino i slocated at thecorner of East Main Street and Yale Hill Road
in aresidential sectionof Stockbridge just east of thetown center. The front
el evation faces Main Street, anda gravel driveway and parking area runto the
west and north of thebuilding.

The Casino wasbuilt i n1887-1888 according tothedesign of MKim Mad and A
White andi sa two-story, wood frame structure with ahiproof. 1 tsits ona " V,
concrete foundation which extends about four andone-half feet above grade and .- "
a full basenent i sbelow.

Originally located at t heopposite end of Main Street at t henorthwest corner of c
West Main and Sergeant Streets, theCasino wasnoved t oits present site i n 1928.

In itsnewlocation thebuilding i ssituated i nanidentical relationship to its
adjacent streets, with thelong dimension of t hebasic rectangular plancontinuing

to face Main Street. I ntheoriginal location twotennis courts separatedthe
building fromthe street, whereas nowa lawn stretches between t heCasino and Main
Street.

At thetime ofits nove i n1928, alterations were nade t ot hebuilding i norder

to enable i ttoserve nore adequately as a playhouse. However, t heconcept of

the front elevation i snot dramatically different fromtheoriginal Casino building.

The hip roof, cupola, andtwo dorners ar e unchanged, although a masonry chi mey,
originallylocated tothe right of the cupolawas renoved. Theelliptical cupola $
sits i nthecenter of t heroof ridge andi ssupported by eight round col ums

and surrounded at i ts base by wood balustrades. Halfway down t heroof slopeare

two dormers, each with a barrel-shaped roof andsi x over six sash. , o,

In t hecenter of thefront elevation i sa two-story entrance portico with four
simple colums. Theoriginal double-door entry was set back i nthecenter bay
of theportico. After thenove, this portico was fully enclosed with paneled wood
and glass for use asinterior space. Theentrance for thebuilding was noved t o
the east elevation facing Yale Hill Road.

.0
To both theleft and right of the' centradl portico at t hesecond-floor level are f
three shuttered windows with ei2ht_aver eight sash. Beneath these w ndows, where
originally thesecondary entry doors t othe"~casino were |located, arenewexit doors
fromthe theater. These aredouble doors which open out onto a wood frame porch,
fromwhich access t ograde i s provided by a wide straight runof stairs. Qe
w ndow at t hefirst-floor level adjacent totheleft of theold portico has been -
removed. Theonly other alteration was t heremoval of a broad entry porch which
ran across approximately three-quartersof thetotal front elevation and served as
a substructure of theoriginal portico. ,

The east elevation, although altered t o accommodatet hemain entrance of the *
pl ayhouse, still maintains theoriginal symmetrical design. Three pairs of doors

at thefirst-floor level arereached by seven steps which lead t oa broad porch.

Above each pair of doors are double casenent wi ndows, each divided into eighteen * »
lights. Sixover six wndows flank theentrances onthefirst floor.” \'

- (continued)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stockbridge Casino i ssignificant as thework of MKim Mead and White and
as thecenter of Stockbridge «culture and entertainment for nearly a century.

The building was constructed i n1887-1888 and was designed by t he outstanding
architectural firm of MKim Mead and White. O her works by thefirm includethe
Casino at Newport (1888), t heBoston Ptiblic Library (1895), theUniversity Clubi n
New York (1900), and Pennsylvania Stationin New York (1906). The Stockbridge
Casino displays thecharacteristic classic motifs enployed by McKim Mad and Wi te,
The handsone cupola, curved pedimented dormers, slender Doric colums, deep

eaves, dentils and other features add a distinctive feeling tothebuilding
traceable t ot heQeen Anne style of t he period.

The Stockbridge Casino was owned by t he Stockbridge Casino Conpany, a social club
of thearea's summer "cottagers." The club was organized by such promnent res-
idents as David Dudley Field, Jr., lawyer; Henry Dwi ght Sedgw ck, |awyer and
writer; and Joseph Hodges Choate, jurist and diplomat. The building was a
"casino” i ntheolder sense of theterm having been established as a "place for
a reading-room library, and social meetings." For forty years i toffered its
nmenbers tennis, billiards, dantes, theatricals, and [ ectures throughout t he sunmer
seasons, and gained recognitionfor itsoutstanding art exhibitions.

In 1926, after a period of decline i ntheyears following theFirst World War,

the Casino Conpany sold t heproperty t o Mabel Choate, who wished t onovet he

M ssion House (hone of thefirst mssionary totheStockbridge Indians and now a
National Historic Landmark) from Prospect Hill toMin Street. There was, however,
reluctance t o see so distinguisheda building torn down, and a group of local
citizens — led by Walter Clark, president of theGand Central Art Galleries of
New York; Austen Fox Riggs, psychiatrist; and Daniel Chester French, scul ptor —
acquired land at thefoot of Yale Hill and noved theCasino toitspresent site.

The Three Arts Society was formed t o assune ownership of t heCasino building "for

the prosecution anong other things of such exhibitions as will promote thearts
of music, dranma, painting, and sculpture . . . and for thedissemnation of educ-
ational instruction . . . ." For a nunber of years theSociety continuedthe

tradition of annual art exhibitions, but fromitsfirst production i n1928, the
Berkshire Playhouse, as i twas soon called, becane increasinglyfanous as a summer
theater. First under t henanagenent of t heThree Arts Society and norerecently
under t heBerkshire Theatre Festival, thePlayhouse has staged hundreds of pro-
ductions, fromrevivals t ot henew and experimental, and has presented such out-
standing actors as Katharine Hepburn, James Cagney, Ethel Barrynore, Lillian G sh,
Tal lul ah Bankhead, Thornton W I der, Ann Bancroft, Julie Harris, Al Pacino, Frank

(continued)
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#7: The north elevation to the rear reflects the arches of the entrance portico

#8:

and the overall synmetry of the building. Portions ofthis wall were noved out
several feet to provide additional interior space, anda nunmber of porch entrances
and m scellaneous attachments have been added. Qn the west elevation at the
second-floor level are two'eight over eight, sash wi ndows positioned symmetrically
near the corners of the building.\ At the first floor are two doors, one leading
to the basenent. ~NoQL ML

Qv the interior of the building onthe first floor is anentrance |obbyand
ticket booth, beyond which is the main theater. Theraised stage area is on the
west endof the building. Above the l[obby are admnistrative offices and the
theater balcony is located above the rear portion of the first floor seating.
Lighting equipment, the lighting control booth, andadditional mechanical equip-
ment are located in the attic space. At the basement |evel are a nunber of
smal | roonms used for storage, dressing roons, and other theater purposes.

Langel la, Ruth Gordon, EvalLe Gallienne, Shirley Booth, andJane Watt.

Thus, for the past eighty-seven years the Stockbridge Casino has contributed
significantly to the architectural andcultural life of Stockbridge. Promnently
situated onMain Street, i thas been important both for its aesthetic contribution
to the commnity andfor its functional role asa social, recreational, andedu-
cational gathering place.
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