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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, f/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior.
The Washington Valley Schoolhouse is a l£ story building 

constructed of common bond brick. The roof of the school Is 
gable and there is a box-like cupola perched atop the roof. 
Student raised the money for the bell within the cupola which 
was purchased in the I880 f s. The gsble end facade-, which is 
the entrenceway, has two separate doorways. The door arches 
are segment®!. A flagstone platform makes the step up into the 
school less of a burden. The dimensions of the front and rear 
facades are 28 feet §<nd th« side fsc»des, with four seven foot 
high windows on the side, ?re 38 f«®t long.

Immediately behind the Schoolhouse is en outdoor privy 
for the convenience of past pupils. This outhouse still exists 
«nd is in good condition.

Interior,
The front rnd only doors opan onto whrfc Is now a kitchen, 

wss originally a vestibule rnd cloakroom for students.
There is » double entrance from the cloakroom to the one 

room school. This schoolroom is furnished with old desks, a 
pot-bellied stove, «n organ, end a teacher's desk »nd chair. 
The interior of the school hss blackboards to the front, 
wooden shutters on all the windows to limit the amount of sun, 
and wide board vertical wainscoating around the room.

This one room Little Red Schoolhouse has bsen altered 
very little throughout the years.

A State Roadraarker marks the school with this caption:

Symbol of a bygone era in 
Education. A one room school 
From 1869 until 1913. Replaced 
Former school built on this 
Site in 1813. Served the 
A*ea as a community center.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Education.

The first school in Washington Valley, also at the 
corner of Washington Valley Road and Schoolhouse Lane, was 
built in 1813• Built by local people, the school was open 
to nesrly every youngster. Tuition was paid in either currency, 
firewwod, or repair work to the schoolhouse.

Fifty ye^rs later this small school wiss Inadequate and, 
in 1868, a committee was "appointed to examine school with 
reference to building a new one 11 . This red brick school, 
built in 1869 at a cost of $2,025 t was constructed on the 
site of the old schoolhouse.

Records of the school indicate that teachers at the 
time were miserably paid and we*e also often employed to 
do custodial work in the school.

The school term lasted nine months. Few youngsters, 
however, attended classes the entire time. For example, 
in the year 187?, out of a tottl enrollment In the school 
of 399 merely 4 students were in class for the nine month 
period and only 1^ more attnded for *t least 6 months. The 
daily attendence averaged around twenty. This wrs in fact 
quite fortunate for the instructor since the school would 
comfortably seat only thirty pupils.

One room schoolhouses were on the decline in Morris 
County by early 20th century. The May, 1913 school minutes 
of the valley schoolhouse reads "Resolwet that Washington 
Valley'School children be transported to the Hillside School

n* • •
Local citizens protested vehemently, but to no avail. 

When the Little Red School closed that fateful summer 
the doors were to surer ggain open as a schoolhqufe:3,



Washington Valley Schoolhouse; 1869-1969. Booklet
published by Washington Valley Community Association 
for the Centennial program. Authors wer* Mrs. 
Barbara Hoskins and Ms Becky Hoskins. 1969.

Other information w*s supplied by Caroline Foster. 
Dorthea Roberts, i»nd Gladys Foater.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local jX)

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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