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1. Name

historic Florence Townsite Historic District

and/or common same

2. Location

street & number Central
bounded by 3rd Street^ Florence/jS^feei^ Butte -Averwe?
hacrp/RnnnlPs Ditrh % M^JI_ not for publicationand Chase/Rugples Ditch /ft-

city, town Florence vicinity of

state Arizona code 04 county Final code Q21

3. Classification
Category Ownership
_X_ district public

building(s) private
stmrtnrp X both

site Public Acquisition
object in process

N/A being considered

Status
X occupied 
X unoccupied

work in progress
Accessible

yes: restricted
X ' 

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture

X commercial 
X educational 
X entertainment 
X government 

industrial
military

X museum 
X park 
X private residence 
X religious 

scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple ownership (see appended property inventory forms)

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. pj na ] County Courthouse

street & number Final and 13th Streets

city, town Florence state Arizona

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title See continuation sheet has this property been determined eligible? yes X no

date federal state __ county local

depository for survey records

city, town state



7. Description

Condition
_X _ excellent 
JL_good 

X fair

Check one
_X _ deteriorated J( _ unaltered 

ruins X altered
_X. unexposed

Check one
_X _ original site 

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Florence Townsite Historic District is located in central Arizona, on the south side 
of the Gila River Valley, within the Town of Florence, and lies between Central Avenue on 
the west, Florence Street on the east, the Chase/Ruggles Ditch on the north, and Butte 
Avenue on the south. Within the boundaries of the district is contained the core of this 
historic county seat's late 19th and early 20th century governmental, commercial and 
residential development. Sites and structures located in the district therefore collectively 
represent the progression of Florence from earliest beginnings as a small post-Civil War, 
Anglo-American trading center with an economic base of irrigated agriculture, to the town's 
emergence during early statehood years as Final County's and the Middle Gila region's 
major governmental and business center. Recently uncovered evidence also suggests that a 
Classic Period Hohokam settlement may have existed within the district's northern section.

From the district's lowest point in the northwest corner to its highest point in the south­ 
east corner, the gently sloping land on which it is situated rises a total of about 20 feet 
in elevation. Florence is a planned community: since 1868 or 1869, urban development in 
the district has been based on a surveyed isotropic 'gridiron' utilizing 125-foot-square 
blocks and 60-foot wide streets. The district occupies an area of approximately 43 acres 
and takes in about one-fifth of the total area of that part of Florence lying south of the 
Gila River.

The boundaries of the Florence Townsite Historic District center on a rectangular "core area" 
on either side of Main Street, bounded by Quartz, Final, Twelfth Streets and Ruggles Avenue, 
containing almost all of the town's historic heart, or "business District", as it was known 
in the 19th century. The district also includes four additional contiguous areas of sig­ 
nificant development: (1) across the north end of the "core", several blocks of Ruggles 
Avenue (Florence's original Main Street); (2) five blocks on the eastern edge of the "core", 
selected to include early and significant Catholic Church properties (Fl-50 & Fl-51), as 
well as a significant residence (Fl-41); (3) six blocks at the southeast corner of the 
"core", containing the Second Final County Courthouse (Fl-43), plus two significant resi­ 
dential structures (Fl-40 & Fl-44); and (4) six blocks adjacent to the "core's" southwest 
corner, containing five significant residences (Fl-4, Fl-6, Fl-7, Fl-8 & Fl-9), plus a 
significant institutional building (Fl-5). Within the district, cross-streets running east 
and west are Ruggles Avenue, 6th, 8th, 10th, llth and 12th Streets; streets oriented north- 
south are Willow, Quartz, Granite, Main, Bailey, Final, Church, and University Streets.

Within the Historic District, structural density is greatest along Main and Bailey Streets, 
which together formed the town's original "business District". In this subarea, densities 
are highest along Main from 5th to 8th Streets and along Bailey from 10th to 12th Streets. 
Development along both Main and Bailey Streets is mostly in the form of contiguous one- 
story structures built flush with the right-of-way. East and west of this business district, 
structural density decreases rapidly as non-commercial uses take over. Lowest structural 
densities in the district occur immediately to the west of Main, between Quartz and Granite 
Streets. Two of the blocks between those streets are vacant; three contain only one build­ 
ing each and two contain two or more buildings.

(continued)



Period
prehistoric 
1 Ann— 1 AQQ
1 «;nn_ 1 «%QQ

1600-1699
•< 7nft_1 7QQ

_JL 1800-1 899 
_X_1900-

Areas of Significance— Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture

X architecture
art

X commerce 
communications

_ economics
education
engineering

X exploration/settlement 
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy

X politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates Multiple Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Despite the purely Anglo-American political origins of Florence, as one of the first two 
new settlements established in the Gadsden Purchase (that part of present day Arizona south 
of the Gil a River) after control of the area passed from Mexico to the United States in 
1853, the town's Historic District today contains the most significant tangible manifesta­ 
tion of the region's characteristically bicultural Anglo-Hispanic heritage. This apparent 
contradiction arises from the fact that Florence is located in a "cultural overlap" zone, 
where Anglo-American influences, diffusing southward from such Anglo culture centers as 
Prescott and later Phoenix, coincided with Spanish-Mexican influences disseminated north­ 
ward from Hispanic culture centers in Mexico and in the Gadsden Purchase, such as Tubac and 
Tucson. Thus both Anglo and Hispanic cultural traditions, architectural styles, and urban 
development patterns met, mingled, and in some cases merged in Florence from the very be­ 
ginning of non-Indian settlement of the region. An important consequence of this urban, 
architectural, ethnic, and social pluralism is a Historic District which today not only 
retains the basic fabric of an early Territorial town, but also contains examples of nearly 
every major vernacular tradition or architectural style utilized in Arizona during Territorial 
times or early statehood, representing both Spanish-Mexican and Anglo-American architectural 
and urban influences and trends. The district is not only a ready-made museum for the study 
of the development of architecture in Arizona since Territorial times, but also constitutes 
a living urban environment of strong and special character. There is also strong evidence 
of significant archaeological possibilities in the district, including the potential for 
buried remains both architectural and artifactual.

In addition to its environmental and architectural values, Florence is a community with 
substantial significance in Arizona's political, economic, and social history. First, it 
was one of the first Anglo-American settlements to have been founded in the Territory. 
Second, the town attained early importance in the Territory as a trade and administrative 
center; Florence was the site of the first federal land office in southern Arizona (1871), 
came close to being selected as the Territorial capital, was third largest town of the 
Territory for a time,arid during the region's silver mining boom period of the late 1870's 
was proposed as a possible site for a branch United States Mint. Third, Florence became 
the seat of the new county of Pinal upon its founding in 1875. And fourth, Florence was 
selected in 1909 as the second site for the Territorial Penitentiary. The institution 
still functions there today, in much expanded form, as the Arizona State Prison.

The Historic Pattern: Pre-1866 (Period of Indigenous Occupation and Use)

The earliest known settlements, in the Florence portion of the middle Gila valley are those 
of the Hohokam peoples, dating from approximately 300 B.C. until about A.D. 1450. Based on 
desert farming, the Hohokam culture at first utilized flood-farming, but after about A.D.

(See continuation sheet)
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10. Geographical Data
otr 'Acreage of nominated property oo -_______

Quadrangle name Florence_____

UMTReferences See continuation sheet
Quadrangle scale 1 : 24, ODD
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The Boundary of The Florence Townsite Historic District nomination is shown as the black 
line on the accompanying map entitled: "Florence Townsite Historic District" and drawn 
at a scale of 200 feet to the inch.________________________________________________
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state codecountycode

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Harris J. Sobin, AIA. Principal Edited by SHPO staff 9/3/82

organization Harris Sobin and Associates date August 1981

street & number 6550 N. Skyway Road telephone (602) 297-0908

city or town Tucson state Arizona 85718

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national _X__ state ^_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Pa^ Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

useonly <; :-.; ;::"= :;;;/ ; ; :;:/ ^^^(^:^- 
I heraby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date y^? / ̂
Keeper of the National Register

date
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Florence Townsite Historic District

Significant

Fl-1, Fl-3 to Fl-61, 
F1-1A, F1-40A & B, F1-33A, 
F1-41A & B Total: 57 (6 ancillary)

Contributing

Fl-52 to Fl-60, Fl-62 to Fl-82, 
Fl-85 to Fl-87, Fl-90 to Fl-99, 
Fl-114, Fl-119-120, Fl-22-23, 
Fl-128, F1-98A & B, F1-57A Total: 52 (3 ancillary)

Neutral

Fl-108 to Fl-111, Fl-113, 
Fl-115 to Fl-118, Fl-127, 
Fl-140 Total: 11

Intrusions

Fl-105, Fl-107, Fl-112, 
Fl-124-125, Fl-137-138 
Fl-121

Total: 8
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Glossary of Architectural Terms

Lookout A short cantilevered timber support for an 
overhanging roof at a gable; typically used 
on Bungalows.

Matchstick ceiling A ceiling made of narrow (3V) tongued-and- 
grooved boards. Usually each board is given 
a beaded edge. Often a second bead was milled 
down the center of each board to give the 
appearance of narrower (1 3/8") panelling.

Saguaro rib ceiling A ceiling made of the ribs of the giant Saguaro 
cactus (Cereus giganteus or Carnegia gigantea). 
Laid at a right angle to supporting round log 
beams (vigas) in Sonoran-style adobe buildings, 
saguaro ribs were used to support an earth roof 
above, functioning as a structural roof deck as 
well as a ceiling. Saguaro ribs used in this 
way are referred to as savinas, especially in 
New Mexico.

The Spanish term for "beams". In Arizona the 
term is employed to describe the peeled round 
logs used as primary roof (or occasionally floor) 
supports in Sonoran-style adobe structures. 
Vigas in Florence were either cottonwood (typically) 
or ponderosa pine (rare). Usually used in con­ 
junction with a saguaro rib ceiling/deck.
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This nomination is based upon intermittent survey work done from 1973 to 1981 by an 
architectural firm, Harris Sobin & Associates of Tucson, Arizona. The survey was 
principally funded by the Industrial Development Authority of the Town of Florence, 
Inc., aided by a matching grant from Arizona State Parks Board and a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts "City Options" Program. Results of the first phase 
of this survey (1973-1977) were published in Florence Townsite Historic District Study: 
Final Report (Harris Sobin & Associates, Tucson, 1977).A copy of this report together 
with more recent survey records are on file at the offices of the Historic Preservation 
Section, Arizona State Parks Board, 1688 West Adams, Phoenix, Arizona 85007. Two 
properties in the district, the First Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-15) and the Second 
Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-43) are already listed on the National Register.
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Outside the district to the north lie the actively farmed "bottom lands" of .the alluvial flood 
plain of the Gil a River, an extensive triangle of irrigated agricultural land reaching from 
the Diversion Dam 9 miles east of town /to the Gil a Indian Reservation 30 miles west of 
Florence and beyond. A clear-cut line of demarcation between this great band of open rural 
farm land and the fabric of the town is formed along the alignment of a historic irrigation 
canal, the Chase Ditch (Fl-93)' which forms a portion of the northwest boundary of the district. 
In places, the Chase Ditch follows the line of a prehistoric Hohokam irrigation canal. Despite 
the fact that it has been subdivided into urban blocks and streets along with the rest of the 
townsite, the north edge of the district as well as that part of the district lying north of 
the district today still retains much of the open, rural quality these areas possessed during 
the latter part of the 19th century. Situated on a low terrace, just above the^fiver"bottom 
lands and the Chase Ditch, this northern portion of the town was originally the site of a 
number of farm residences and associated outbuildings. While the former sites of two such 
residences (Fl-94 and Fl-95) have been identified within the district, the only examples 
of farm residences standing today in the north Florence area are situated outside the district/ 
to the east.

South of the northern and more rural edge of the district is the next distinctive zone or 
subarea to be encountered, that of Ruggles Avenue, Florence's original Main Street. Despite 
the spatial gaps which tvoicallv separated adjacent buildinqs on both sides of Ruggles Avenue, 
sometimes substantially, from one another, building facades and porches are mostly built 
flush with the street property lines, thereby defining a clear-cut street space. This sense 
of enclosure is subtly reinforced by the rows of young cottonwoods planted on both sides of 
Ruggles Avenue by the Town in 1976. Most Ruggles Avenue structures are single story residences. 
Two major exceptions are the Carmen Michea Residence/Store (Fl-47), a two-story high pitched- 
roof adobe building, and the 1st Final County Courthouse (Fl-15), a large pitched-roof adobe 
building on the northwest corner of Ruggles Avenue and Main Street, whose west wing is two 
stories in height.

The central portion of the district is situated directly south of the Ruggles Avenue area. 
Centered on the north-south axis of Main Street, 5i this rather extended central portion displays 
a strong consistency over its length. Thus, moving along any of those east-west streets, such 
as 8th Street, which cross the core area, the sequence of visual impressions is quite similar. 
The southwestern edge of the district, between Willow and Granite Streets, constitutes an 
almost entirely residential neighborhood. Buildings here are for the most part set back from 
street property lines, and particularly along Willow Street, are usually surrounded by mature 
trees, grass lawns, hedges, and other typically suburban landscaping features. This same 
suburban pattern is very much in evidence in those areas immediately outside the district to 
the west and south. East of this relatively green and well-tended neighborhood is an area 
between Quartz and Granite Streets in which several blocks are partly or completely vacant, 
with little or no vegetation. While this area is relatively open in character, it also contains 
the single most contained street space in Florence, that part of Granite lying between 6th 
and 8th Streets, where two brick commercial blocks, a gable-roofed adobe house and a group 
of tamarisk trees create a canyon-like, shaded urban alley.

Crossing Main and continuing east toward Bailey Street, the sequence from open to closed is 
reversed. in contrast to Main, Bailey Street is considerably less built-up, more open and

(continued)
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with more trees, lawns and landscaping in evidence. Commercial and residential structures 
alike are set back from the street, or from one another, or both. Exceptions to this 
general pattern include several rowhouses on the west side of Bailey between 10th and llth, 
and the quartet of buildings on the corner of Bailey and llth Streets, all of which are 
characterized by "zero-setback" siting. Bailey Street's most prominent structure is the 
City Bakery, a two-story brick building (Fl-31) rehabilitated in 1973 as the Town Library," 
and located at the southeast corner of Bailey and 8th Streets.,

While sharing the open, rather suburban character of the western part of the district, the 
southeastern part of the district contains more of a definite mixture of institutional and 
residential uses. For example, east of Bailey and the Library, 8th Street crosses Final 
Street, passes by two set-back residential buildings, then continues in front of the Catholic 
Church of the Assumption of 1912 (Fl-50), and the adjacent Gila Chapel complex of 1870-1895 
(Fl-51), both on the south side of the street. These two church properties are situated 
near the east edge of the district between two of Florence's major recreational open spaces 
(both outside the district): the Little League baseball field located directly opposite the 
church buildings on the north side of 8th Street, and the extensive and vacant grassy 
"church lot", located directly south of the church buildings and used in part as a municipal 
softball field.

Architecturally, the most prominent structure in the district is the Victorian 2nd Final 
County Courthouse of 1891 (Fl-43: on the National Register), sited in the southeast part 
of the district in the center on its own landscaped "courthouse square" (equal to 4 regular 
town blocks). This structure, with its tall, ornate cupola/clocktower, constitutes a major 
point of orientation for much of the town as well as providing the most conspicuous Florence 
landmark for a large area of the surrounding valley. The top of the cupola commands a superb 
360° view of the entire district, as well as of a considerable stretch of the Gila valley 
and the Superstition and Final Mountains to the north and northeast of Florence. The build­ 
ing still houses a large number of government offices and departments.

Main Street is today the center of much of the town's commercial and adult social life. 
Along that portion of the street within the district are located several functions of county 
government: Florence Town Hall (Fl-122),police and fire station (Fl-114 & Fl-115), the town's 
bank (Fl-65), Florence's only surviving 19th century hotel (Fl-16), its movie theater (Fl-59), 
its newspaper (in Fl-22), many of its professional offices, restaurants and small businesses, 
its major drugstore (Fl-77), almost all of its bars, and Florence's most important preserv­ 
ation project to date, State Parks' restoration of the 1st Final County Courthouse (Fl-15; 
on the National Register), open to the public as McFarland State Historical Park. Development 
along Main Street has for the most part been in the form of contiguous one-story structures 
built flush with the right-of-way. While Main Street lacks a single truly predominant 
structure or visual focus today, the 2-story brick wing of Florence Hotel (Fl-16) on the 
northwest corner of Main and 6th Streets provides an orientation point near the north end 
of both the district and the street. Though the first block at the north end of Main Street 
is residential and institutional in character, the balance of Main Street is chiefly commercial 
in nature.

(continued)
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The Florence Townsite Historic District contains a range of building types: a social club, 
commercial structures, two churches, a hotel, a movie theater, residences, and governmental 
buildings. A substantial number of residences, earlier commercial buildings, an early church, 
and the one surviving early government building are constructed of adobe (sometimes with a 
brick veneer and sometimes with a dimensioned timber roof). Some later-style residences 
and commercial buildings are of brick or frame. Larger structures are usually constructed 
of brick or concrete block.

A broad range of styles, stylistic conventions, and vernacular building traditions is found 
within the district. Among the vernacular building traditions represented in the district 
are Sonoran (an adobe vernacular or local version of Spanish Colonial), and Early and Late 
Transitional, two hybrid traditions characterized by the use of Hispanic adobe walling, and 
Anglo dimensioned timber-frame pitched roofs. An Early Transitional building is gable-roofed, 
uses few manufactured components, has "Sonoran" style street facades, and is built directly 
on property lines; a Late Transitional building has a hipped or pyramidal roof, makes greater 
use of mass-produced components available with the coming of the railroad, and has large 
"Anglo" style setbacks on all sides. This stylistic classification is based on a system de­ 
veloped as an integral part of the work of the Florence Townsite Historic District Study 
(Sobin, 1975, 1977), the first study to identify, label and describe these two Transitional 
traditions and to delineate their significance. Established historic styles represented in 
the district include American-Victorian (with examples varying from builders' pattern book 
houses to a full-blown, Second Empire courthouse), Bungalow, Mission Revival, Pueblo Revival, 
Spanish Colonial Revival, Early 20th Century Commercial or Neo-Classical Revival, Art Deco, 
and Streamline Modern. Few of the district's buildings were architect designed. Many are 
rather plain, but often eloquent examples of regional building traditions which used those 
materials and techniques immediately at hand in an arid, isolated, and preindustrial setting. 
A few of the district's buildings were carefully designed in accordance with the architectural 
language and syntax of several of the established styles. iThis approach was, ;however, usually 
confined to governmental or institutional structures. More often, where buildings do show 
clear evidence of having been influenced by established styles, that influence is manifested 
through the use of applied ornament or design elements.

A total of 128 sites and buildings has been inventoried in the district. Of these, 57 are 
considered significant. Six^of these are ancillary to a primary structure. Fifty-two prop­ 
erties are classified as contributing, with three being ancillary structures. Six of these 
have archaeological potential (Fl-94 to FT-99), On the basis of what was present on these 
sites historically, it is expected that archaeological data involved would be of value in 
understanding the life style and behavior of the occupants and, eventually, for increasing 
our knowledge of life in small Arizona towns such as Florence in the period 1866 to 1920. 
It is known that filled-in latrines, wells, and other buried trash deposits are likely to 
occur on these sites due to extensive excavations in urban area elsewhere in Arizona (e.g., 
Tucson, Phoenix), excavations which have produced thousands of artifacts which have proved 
of great value in understanding life in a bygone era. Eleven properties are classified as 
neutral, that is to say that they neither contribute nor are intrusive to the district. 
Eight properties are classified as intrusions. Because they are dispersed throughout the 
district, they have minimal impact upon its overall integrity.

(continued)
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The condition of the district's adobe building covers a full range from excellent to (in 
one or two cases) poor. A narrower range of condition characterizes the district's less 
maintenance-intensive masonry or frame structures. While older structures in outlying parts 
of the district have undergone relatively little modification, it is evident that both 
interior and facades remodelling have been resorted to on Main Street over the years. Un­ 
derneath the various layers of paint, plaster, timber facings, "Western Front" arcading and 
facade remodellings, Main Street still possesses a large number of significant examples of 
Territorial or early statehood structures not outwardly recognizable for what they are, but 
nonetheless basically intact underneath.

In recent decades, a relative lack of development pressure has helped Florence Townsite 
District structures and urban patterns to survive, either intact or in recoverable form. 
The limited contrasts encountered in the area are to be expected within a district containing 
a central business core and adjoining residential areas. The business core is characterized 
by contiguous buildings, with "zero-setback" street facades. Residential areas are typically 
"suburban" in character, with buildings set well back from both streets and property lines. 
Despite a variety of different land use patterns, and a wide range of building ages and 
styles, the district constitutes a cohesive entity, unified by a common integrity of materials, 
colors, and urban scale. The district's cohesiveness is further strengthened by a relative 
absence of intrusions.or major remodel!ings.
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500, developed increasingly sophisticated systems of canal irrigation. At the peak of 
their culture, Hohokam irrigated farming settlements existed in the Florence area on both 
sides of the Gila River valley. The Hohokam canal system, part of which is located just 
north of the District and which carried water as far as the Casa Grande pueblo, a National 
Historic Landmark located about eight miles to the southeast, represents the first and 
most important known man-made structures of any magnitude in this portion of the Gila 
valley. For reasons still poorly understood, the Hohokam suddenly disappeared about A.D. 
1450, abandoning their compounds, villages, and canals. By the mid-1600's, their successors, 
the Pimas, had established themselves in the area and continued the use of sophisticated 
Hohokam style irrigation.

Though there is no present evidence that the Pimas established permanent villages in the 
immediate Florence area during the Spanish colonial period, they made seasonal use of the 
area for farming and food gathering. Near the end of their rule in Southern Arizona the 
Spanish seriously considered the establishment of one or more presidios and missions on the 
Gila, but the plan was never implemented. Even without Spanish assistance, the Pimas 
successfully defended their fields and villages against raiding Apaches and Navajos. Though 
the Spanish remained loosely allied with the Pimas in their mutual struggles against the 
Apaches, the Pimas carried the burden of resistance. During the Spanish colonial and early 
Territorial periods, Piman settlements were concentrated downstream, extending some 40 miles 
from Maricopa Wells to within about 10 miles of future Florence. Following Mexican inde­ 
pendence in 1821, and in recognition of the importance of Piman control and-defense of the 
better-watered and more level Gila route between Sonora and California, a peace treaty was 
negotiated between the Gila Pimas and the Mexican government. The fact that no permanent 
non-Indian settlements developed on the south bank of the Gila while it was officially part 
of either Spain or Mexico is likely a consequence of the cordial relationship between 
Hispanic authorities and the Pimas.

In the mid-1820's, Anglo-Americans first visited the Gila region. They were trappers, ex­ 
plorers, and 'mountain men 1 . By the 1840's, several American military exploration parties 
had passed through the area, conducting preliminary survey work for a southern railroad 
route. They reported seeing little Indian life in the immediate vicinity of the future 
Florence but noted extensive evidence of long-abandoned settlements and ancient irrigation 
canals. Within six years of the Gadsden Purchase (1853) by which the United States acquired 
Southern Arizona, a number of Americans were farming along the Gila valley, apparently in 
the same area where existing Piman villages were concentrated. During and just after the 
Civil War, Indian and non-Indian activity and settlements in the Middle Gila were clustered 
in a 30 mile strip of the valley centered on Sacaton, a trading post 25 miles west of 
Florence. This densely occupied strip also included three Butterfield stage stations. 
Protection against further non-Indian encroachment on ancestral Indian lands in the area 
was one of the chief motives that led Congress to establish, in 1859, the 100-square mile 
Gila River Indian Reservation for the Pimas and Maricopas. Its eastern boundary was located 
20 miles west of the future Florence. The Reservation closely surrounded the zone most 
densely occupied by these tribes, leaving only valley lands east or west of the Reservation 
open to entry under the Homestead Acts.

(continued)
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The Historic Pattern: 1866-1874 (Early Non-Indian Settlement and Townsite Periods)

After the Civil War, about 1865 or 1866, a small settlement, originally called Adamsville, 
was founded 12 miles east of the Reservation's eastern boundary. This marked the start of 
a sizeable post-war influx of both Anglo and Mexican-Americans to the area. This heightened 
activity apparently motivated Indian protests to Washington, leading the Indian Commissioner 
to propose an easterly extension of the Reservation as far as Adamsville. As a first step 
in implementing this policy, the local Special Agent in 1866 declared a prohibition against 
further entry or improvements of property within the proposed extension. While never fin­ 
alized:^ the mere threat of an impending easterly extension of the Reservation and conse­ 
quent eviction without compensation impelled many settlers between Blackwater Station and 
Adamsville to resettle farther east. Much of this resettlement materialized as a group of 
scattered ranches in and around what was to become Florence. In addition to being safely 
beyond the protected extension, the Florence location was also the only safe point for 
fording the Gila for many miles along the valley in either direction. This fact is already 
indicated on an early map (1852) of the region on which a large number of north-south Indian 
trails on both sides of the river converge at this point. At approximately the same point, 
and on the south bank of the river, a settlement labelled "Rancho Alameda" is indicated on 
a Civil War period map of the Southwest (Johnson, 1864). A regional census taken just after 
the war (U.S. Census for Arizona Territory, 1867) enumerated five ranches: Chase's, 
Morehead's, Ramirez 1 , Mineros, and 'Ranch on the Gila 1 . Though "ranch" locations are not 
specified, the names of most of their occupants are among the inhabitants of Florence and 
Adamsville enumerated on the first regular census which included these towns (U.S. Census,, 
1870). Within a decade, these "ranches" were to coalesce into a recognizable settlement. 
Clustered along the paths of a growing number of irrigation ditches, these farms or "ranches" 
made a "staircase" pattern of square, 160-acre claims parallel both to the river and the 
land contour. Each claim amounted to an early Anglo or Mexican-American preemptive claim 
under federal Homestead Acts. Access to this line of scattered farms was by means of a trail 
running roughly northeast-southwest. The western end of this trail terminated just south of 
the settlement, where it connected to Leach's Wagon road, a military road connecting Fort 
Yuma withCamp Grant and El Paso. By 1868, the name Florence (or "Florence Settlements") 
was applied to the embryonic town.

At the midpoint of this settlement, a trading center developed when Lev! Ruggles, agent for 
the Pima, Papago and Maricopa Indians since 1866, purchased a preemptive claim to the Wal- 
bridge/Chase Ranch and house (site: Fl-94) from C. G. Mason in 1868. Resigning his position 
as Indian agent, and working in partnership with Thomas Ewing, Ruggles drew up a town plan 
and was soon subdividing and laying out lots for sale on his newly-acquired claim and on 
land immediately to the east. Ruggles chose a uniquely small-scale grid (125 feet square 
blocks separated by streets 60 feet wide). This grid still characterizes the oldest part 
of town, including the Florence Townsite Historic District. One of Ruggles's early land 
sales was to E. N. Fish & Company of Tucson in 1868. E. N. Fish & Co* purchased a lot on 
the south side of the town's first street, directly across from the lot on which Ruggles 
would build his new house the following year (site: Fl-95). Fish & Co.. proceeded to build 
and open Florence's first store (Fl-3). The company's need for wheat and barley to meet 
government contracts to supply Arizona's newly repopulated Army outposts provided the crucial 
and necessary incentive for the town's early growth. Fish & Co. apparently attracted a

(continued)
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group of mainly Mexican or Mexican-American farmer-settlers from Tucson to claim arable 
land in the Florence area, with the promise that their claims could be "proved up" under 
the Homestead Acts, following federal survey, for only a small filing fee. This in turn 
helped Fish & Co. to assure itself of a steady supply of crops it needed for meeting its 
government contracts. Agriculture was to remain the sole economic base of Florence until 
the mid-1870s.

The Federal Survey of township T.4 S., R.9 E. in which the fledgling settlement was located, 
was completed in May, 1869. This opened up the area, under the Homestead Acts, for ac­ 
quisition of 160-acre homesteads by payment of filing fees, plus 5 years' residence and 
improvements. In turn this helped induce more settlement in the region. In August, 1869, 
the U.S. Post Office Department opened a local post office at Florence, and in December, 
1870, the adobe Roman Catholic Chapel of the Gila (E. portion, Fl-51) was dedicated. It 
was the first church to be built in Central Arizona.

Florence now entered a period of further subdivision and expansion of the townsite while 
acquiring an increasingly important role as a federal and regional administrative center. 
During this period, Ruggles further subdivided and sold land to a growing population, in 
the area of earliest settlement (the northwest corner of the district), and in the eastern 
portion of the district (later to become part of the 160-acre federal Townsite). The first 
Federal Land Office in the Gadsen Purchase, with Ruggles as first Register, was opened in 
Florence in March, 1873, housed in the modest Walbridge/Mason ranch house (site: Fl-94). 
Until 1881, when the Land Office moved to Tucson, all federal land business for Southern 
Arizona was transacted at Florence. Local efforts to persuade the territorial legislature 
to establish a new county, with Florence as its adminstrative center, finally succeeded in 
January 1875. A bill, introduced by Florence pioneer, Peter Brady, created Pinal County 
with Florence the county seat.

The Historic Pattern: 1876-1902 (Mining and Canal Boom Periods)

In March, 1875, one of Arizona's major silver ore bodies was discovered at the Silver King 
Mine, 35 miles northeast of Florence. This discovery further boosted the town's population 
and strengthened its economy. It was during the ensuing "mining boom" period, that Florence 
became the major trading center for the area's new mining communities. At this time the 
Territorial Legislature proposed to Congress thp establishment of a branch mint in Florence, 
and the town acquired its first newspaper, The Citizen, published by John Clum in his 
home (Fl-12). In 1877, at the Florence Land Office, a federal townsite application for 
Florence was filed, covering the quarter section bounded by Main Street, Ruggles Avenue 
(the original Main St.), and Butte and East Streets. Suddenly, traffic heading through 
Florence for the mines to the north became predominant. This appears to have led to the 
renaming of a north-south street as the second Main Street of Florence.

By 1881 s a second paper, the Arizona Enterprise, began publication in an adobe office on 
Bailey Street (Fl-35), with T. F. Weedin as editor and manager. By this time, Florence also 
boasted several general stores, including the second, much-expanded location of the E. N. 
Fish & Co. operation on the town's new north-south Main Street (FT-25), 2 hotels, a brewery, 
28 saloons, 2 public schools, a Catholic church (Fl-51), a county courthouse (Fl-15), and 
a population of 942 (1880 Census). In 1879, the Southern Pacific main line reached Casa

(continued)
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Grande, providing Florence with a relatively convenient link with the rest of the country. 
After a U.S. patent to the Townsite was issued in 1882, a protracted legal dispute, insti­ 
gated . by Ruggles, was settled when Probate Judge Bartleson issued deeds not to Rugqles, 
as he demanded, but to the actual occupants of blocks and lots within the Townsite.

During the 1880s, Florence experienced a sharp economic decline caused by a national recession, 
loss of the town's federal Land Office to Tucson, and a steady decline in the quality of the 
Silver King's ore. In the late 1880s, Florence's fortunes changed once more, and the town 
enjoyed a second boom, based this time on a bold new canal and water storage scheme on a scale 
unprecedented for the Gila valley. Since the beginnings of the town, numerous early private 
canals (e.g., Fl-93) provided water for area agriculture but these proved inadequate to supply 
an increasing local demand. The Florence Canal and Land Company, established in 1886, planned 
an extensive irrigation scheme covering 150,000 acres of land southwest of Florence. During 
the next few years, this project generated much local optimism and a new rush of settlers into 
the region. Manifesting this new upsurge of local confidence in the town's future was the new 
W. C. Smith & Co. Building of 1889 (Fl-18), with a cast-iron glass and sheet metal front 
imported from St. Louis. A more important symbol of local confidence and pride was the monu­ 
mental Second Pinal Courthouse (Fl-43) of 1891, designed by James M. Creighton of Phoenix.

In 1887, almost all of the Gila's flow was diverted into the new Florence Canal, benefitting 
local farmers but leaving little if any water to reach the Indian Reservation downstream. 
This caused much hardship among the Pimas, leading finally to a sizeable migration north to 
the Salt River Valley, and to demands by both Indian agents and Indians for a dam on the 
Gila to assure future water supply to the Reservation. Provoked by the national panic of 
1893, a serious, lengthy drought (1896-1908) and subsequent agricultural depression, Flo­ 
rence once again encountered economic difficulties. During this time, an event occurred with 
long-lasting consequences for Florence. Phoenix and Florence fought to secure one of Arizona's 
first federal reclamation projects under the National Reclamation Act of 1902. This contest 
ended in victory for Phoenix with authorization for construction of Roosevelt Dam on the Salt 
River.

The Historic Pattern: 1903-1931 (Late Territorial and Early Statehood Periods)

During the opening years of the 20th century, Florence slowly recovered from the economic 
slump of the 1890s. In 1904 a branch line of the Arizona Eastern railroad under construction 
from Phoenix to Winkelman, arrived at Florence Junction, just across the Gila from Florence. 
In 1909, the Territorial Penitentiary was transferred to Florence from Yuma. Arizona was 
admitted as a state in 1912, and Congress passed the Gila Diversion Dam Bill in 1914. This 
led to completion of the Ashurst-Hayden Diversion Dam in 1926 and the upstream Coolidge Dam, 
assuring finally a dependable water supply for Florence and the agricultural areas below it, 
and partial restoration of the Pima Indians' water rights. During this early statehood 
period, the last commercial development of major consequence took place on Main Street, in­ 
cluding the town's first movie theatre (ca. 1914: site is Fl-59 & Fl-61), and electric street 
lighting (1917).

The Historic Pattern: Post 1931 (The Modern Era)

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, Florence along with much of the rest of the state, 
suffered from the effects of the national economic downturn. Population remained almost

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet_____________________Item number 8____________Page 6______

static until after World War II. Since the war's end, the town has enjoyed a slow but steady 
increase in new residents. A substantial portion of the newcomers joined the expanding work 
force at the State Prison, as well as an expanding Final County government. Many recent 
arrivals are retirees, living for part or all of the year at Florence Gardens, a mobile 
home/RV community established on the north bank of the river in 1971 and since annexed by 
the town. Florence currently remains the center of an agricultural region based on irrigated 
farming supported by the Coolidge Dam/San Carlos Irrigation system. It is also the marketing 
and service center for residents of its part of the Gila valley. The town's population has 
increased, now standing at about 3400 people (1980 Census). Florence offers a pleasant, 
low-key way of life, without the large city burdens of traffic or pollution. Little funda­ 
mental change has taken place since the early decades of this century. Florence is still 
surrounded by cultivated fields; it still retains much of its original street pattern, 
portions of its early urban irrigation system, and many of its older buildings. Thus, 
Florence provides today a clear picture of town development in Central Arizona during the 
past century.

The Demographic Pattern

The two major components of Florence's population (Hispanic, Anglo-American) have remained 
demographically predominant from the original settlement of the town to the present day. 
From the very start (1866-68) of homesteading in the area, Anglo-Americans held most of 
the area's economic power, contributed most of the community's leadership, and provided 
nearly all of the town's early professionals, politicians, and promoters. Among Anglo 
residents were also many of the town's miners and teamsters, plus most of its saloon keepers, 
merchants, carpenters, and blacksmiths. Historically, the Hispanic group in Florence in­ 
cluded miners, grocers, butchers, ranch hands, most of the town's masons, store clerks, 
and most of the area's farmers or farm laborers. By the end of the 19th century, the 
Hispanic group also came to include merchants, ranchers, and several community leaders. 
Florence's colony of displaced Europeans consisted mostly of farmers, ranchers, saloon 
keepers, and merchants, plus a long succession of French priests. Members of the small 
group of Chinese immigrants who began to arrive in Florence in the 1880's and 90's usually 
held jobs as laundrymen or cooks, but within a few decades the list of this group's 
occupations had expanded to include a grocer, a saloon keeper, and a restaurateur/hotelier. 
Another small group of Florence's early day residents was comprised of Arizonan and Sonoran 
born Indians who often had Hispanic surnames. By the mid-1880's, some Papago members of 
this group had settled a small village a half mile south of the district. By 1918, this 
village had been relocated 1% miles west of the district; "Florence Village", as it is 
called, was recently (1978) designated a federal reservation. Blacks historically consti­ 
tuted the smallest minority identifiable from the Florence census data. Early members of 
this tiny group included the town's first barber, one of its first bakers, and a hotel cook.

A clear trend has emerged over the years in the relative importance of Florence's population 
groups. The first Census to include Florence (1870) showed a clear majority of Hispanics 
(73%) over Anglos (23%) and a small (3%) minority of Europeans. Besides reporting fourfold 
in the town's population, the 1880 Census recorded a definite Hispanic downturn (25% Anglo, 
67% Hispanic, 5% European), reflecting an influx of non-Hispanics during the mining boom 
of 1875-80. The 1980 Census figures suggest a steady continuation of the same population 
trend: Florence population today is made up of about 66% Anglos and 34% Hispanics.

(continued)
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Association with Significant Individuals

The major personalities of the town's first decade were typically farmers, prospectors, 
merchants, government officials, and clergymen. One of the district's earliest land 
claimants was Charles G. Mason, who arrived in Florence from Prescott and farmed the 
Malbridge ranch from 1867 to 1868. Either Walbridge or Mason built what has been tradi­ 
tionally considered the first building in the district (site: FT-94). In the next decade 
Mason sold his ranch, homesteaded another on the opposite side of the Gil a, and was one 
of the discoverers of the Silver King Mine, which contributed materially to the prosperity 
of the entire region for over a decade. Rafael Saiz, Tucson dairyman and Arizona native, 
settled on the 160-acre tract which later became the federal townsite but sold his claim 
to Levi Ruggles in 1869 and moved back to Tucson. Another early claimant to farm land in 
the Florence area was Peter Brady, explorer, soldier, lawman, census official, federal 
surveyor, and Territorial legislator. Brady located about a mile west of the district at 
the end of the Chase ditch (Fl-93). He later introduced in the Territorial Legislature 
the bill which created Pinal County.

Without challenge, the most important political and business figure of early Florence was 
Colonel Levi Ruggles, a Civil War veteran, former carpenter, school teacher, and surveyor. 
He is generally accepted as the founder of the town. Ruggles came to Arizona as an Indian 
agent but rapidly moved into land speculation and real estate development. During his 
local career, Ruggles served in a wide variety of town, county, territorial, and federal 
positions, including Probate Judge, Territorial legislator, and Register and Receiver of 
Florence's Federal Land Office. He appears to have first lived in the Walbridge/Mason 
"shelter" (site: Fl-94) but soon built a larger house on adjacent land (site: Fl-95). 
Ruggles operated a general store on Main Street (site: Fl-21) and drew up the plans for 
the First Pinal County Courthouse of 1877 (FT-15). Another early leader and Florence 
businessman, Joseph Collingwood, opened a branch of Tucson's E. N. Fish & Company in 1868 
and later became sole owner of the Florence branch of the business. He became the first 
Postmaster and built Florence's first two-story house, long the town's residential show 
place (site: Fl-98; windmill, F1-98A; help's quarters F1-98B).

The town's first clergyman was Father Andre Echallier. Accompanying Vicar Apostolic Sal- 
pointe from France in 1869, Echallier secured a conveyance of land from Ruggles in what 
was to become the federal townsite, constructed there in 1870 the Chapel of the Gila (E. 
portion, Fl-51), and was its first priest. A famous personality associated with the Chapel 
is Dr. Carlos Montezuma. Born Wassajo, a Yavapai Indian, he was captured in a Pima raid 
at age 5 and was sold to Carlos Gentile, an itinerant photographer. He was baptized by 
Father Echallier at the Chapel in November, 1871, taken by Gentile to Illinois and Brooklyn, 
and brought up by a succession of guardians in a non-Indian world. He became a physician 
and nationally known advocate of Indian rights in adult life. Another early Florence 
personality is the extraordinary Captain John D. Walker. Part Indian, he was born in 
Illinois and came to Arizona as a member of Carleton's California Column in 1862. After 
his discharge from the Army, he lived with the Pimas and became a scientist, anthropologist, 
amateur physician, and self-taught linguist, writing the first Pima grammar. He later moved 
to Florence (Fl-48), and served with distinction in several elected positions, including 
county surveyor and the county's first Probate Judge. Walker was later a co-discoverer of 
the Vekol Mine in Papago country, a major silver lode.

(continued)
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In the last quarter of the I9th century, the list of the district's major personalities 
expanded to include professionals such as attorneys, journalists and (visiting) architects, 
as well as a growing number of immigrants who moved to Arizona and developed highly success­ 
ful businesses. A number of these individuals converted their drive, imagination, and 
training into positions of spiritual, political, or financial power in the community. Out­ 
standing among these individuals are Florence's three early, dynamic, often opinionated, 
newspaper editor-managers: John Clum, Roll in Brown, and Thomas Weedin. Clum, a former 
San Carlos Apache Indian agent, brought the Tucson Citizen to Florence in 1877 at the peak 
of the mining boom. He operated for a year out of his new home (Fl-12) before moving the 
paper back to Tucson. Shortly after, he moved to the Territory's next boom town, Tombstone, 
and founded the Epitaph. Brown was, at times, a distinctly sharp-tongued advocate of Anglo 
values. He was part owner of the Citizen during and after its year in Florence and later 
edited the town's second paper, the Enterprise (1887-1894), through the canal boom period 
(residence: Fl-13, office: Fl-35). Aside from interests in mining and running a local assay 
office, Weedin managed and edited the Enterprise from 1881 to 1887 (Fl-35), as well as the 
town's third paper, the Blade-Tribune (1901-1913). Editor Weedin was also the town's first 
Mayor and, by any measure, Florence's most energetic booster of the period. In addition, 
Weedin served as a Final County Supervisor, Clerk of U.S. Court, a Territorial legislator, 
and Register of the U.S. Land Office in Phoenix. He was instrumental in inducing the 
Territorial legislature to move the Penitentiary from Yuma to Florence in 1909. Father 
Edouard Girard, French-born successor to Echallier as the town's priest, was responsible 
for building the first Catholic churches of Phoenix and Tempe (both began as missions of 
Florence) and a new Florence church (First Assumption) in 1884 (destroyed; site: Fl-50). 
He also built St. Theresa's Academy (Fl-51) in Florence in 1883 as an extension of the 
Chapel of the Gila.

Granville Oury (residence: Fl-48), prominent Florence attorney and real estate promoter, 
held a wide variety of public offices, including District Court judge, Territorial legis­ 
lator, Speaker of the House, Territorial Attorney General, Arizona delegate to the Confed­ 
erate Congress during the Civil War, and Pinal County District Attorney. Attorney Joseph 
H. Kibbey*moved to Florence in 1888 at the height of the canal boom, became counsel for 
the promoters of the Florence Canal Comapny, and was a recognized expert on Arizona's 
water problems. His talents won him quick fame and led to his appointments as Justice of 
the Territorial Supreme Court (1889) and as Territorial Governor (1905). Richard Sloan, 
another well known local attorney, later Associate Justiceof the Arizona Supreme Court 
and last Territorial Governor, lived for a time in the Clark Residence (Fl-23).

Leading Florence merchants of the late 19th century period included Anglo-Americans such 
as Charles W. Tillman, cabinet maker, carpenter, and undertaker (residence: Fl-53) and a 
number of displaced Europeans. These included Swiss-born Jacob Suter, tinsmith and hard­ 
ware dealer (residence: Fl-32), who served as Chairman of the Pinal County Board of Super­ 
visors during the 1880's, and Joseph Spinas, also of Swiss origin (residence: Fl-32; 
rental house: Fl-33), an early settler, successful farmer and cattle rancher. Another 
displaced European was Jean-Baptiste Michea, a former French soldier and veteran of Maxi­ 
milian's army in Mexico, who established a successful general merchandise store and lumber 
business adjacent to his Florence home (Fl-47). Another successful 19th century immigrant 
was Chinese-born Ah Lee, who became proprietor of a general merchandise store (Fl-28) and

(continued)
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about itfyb, or the Horence Hotel (H-ibj. me first architect Known to nave designed a 
Florence building was James M. Creighton of Phoenix. He designed the most important ex­ 
amples of the American Victorian styles to be built in Florence, including the 1889 W. C. 
Smith & Company Building (FT -18), and won the competition to design the Second Final County 
Courthouse of 1891 (Fl-43). Creighton designed many other important structures throughout 
the Territory, including the first Maricopa County Courthouse and the first building of the 
University of Arizona, "Old Main".

During the first quarter of the 20th century, one of the most prominent citizens of Florence 
was John J. Keating (residence: Fl-4). An early stage coach driver, he settled in Florence 
by 1880, became a successful saloon keeper, investor, and entrepreneur, founded Keating 1 s 
Dance Hall & Opera House, developed Main Street's Keating's Block (Fl-19 & Fl-20), and served 
in various public capacities, including Mayor, County Supervisor, and State legislator. Among 
other early residents who succeeded in local business ventures were Ramon Arballo, in 1884 
clerk at the Michea stores (Fl-47 & FT -24), by 1893 a full partner, later a member of the 
town council, and Aquiles Arriola (residence site: Fl-99), who ran the popular Cosmopolitan 
Store (site: Fl-119) for many years, starting in 1900. One of Aquiles 1 sons, Gus Arriola, is 
today nationally known as creator of the comic strip, "Gordo", said by old-time residents to 
represent faithfully (in disguised form) the bi cultural life and times of early 20th century 
Florence. Another Arizona personality associated with Florence was George A. Mauk of Tombstone, 
Globe, and later Phoenix, who held successive posts as telegrapher, Wells Fargo expressman, 
railroad agent, Territorial auditor, and later U.S. Marshal. An early theater entrepreneur, 
Mauk's Florence properties (the Isis Movie Theaters, both first and second (Fl-59), and Mauk 
Building (Fl-61) were one link in what probably constituted the first chain of movie theaters 
in central Arizona. Other 20th century figures of note include Robert T. Jones, local pharma­ 
cist in the early 1930's (Fl-77), later State senator and Arizona governor (1938-40); John H. 
Zellweger, cattle rancher and banker, who served as Mayor in the early 1930' s (residence:Fl -54) ; 
the famous cowboy actor, Tom Mix, who wintered in Florence (Fl-10) in the 1930's; and Ernest 
McFarland, a Florence attorney during the 1920 's, who served in a series of increasingly pres­ 
tigious public positions, including County Attorney, Arizona Supreme Court Justice, Governor of 
Arizona, and U.S. Senator from Arizona (offices: FT -29 & Fl-38). McFarland purchased the First 
Pinal County Courthouse in 1974 and donated it to the Arizona State Parks Board, together with 
funding for its restoration as a State Park (Fl-15).

District Architecture's Contribution to a Sense of Time and Place

Relatively few district structures exemplify strict adherence to the established canons of 
19th or early 20th century architectural styles. Those which do are almost all architect 
designed, institutional or commercial buildings. For the most part, historic structures in 
the district represent a broad cross-section of the various vernacular building traditions 
which appeared in Arizona during the 19th and early 20th centuries. Many of these constitute 
simplified expressions of architectural styles of the day as interpreted by local builders. 
These anonymous structures provide a significant source of information concerning vernacular 
building design and technology during territorial and early statehood periods. The Florence 
Townsite Historic District is, for example, one of the few locations in Southern Arizona 
which fully demonstrates the region's typical three-stage "frontier sequence". This sequence 
begins with (first), an early period of acculturation, in which most Anglo and Mexican- American 
settlers adopt primitive, regionally congruous, Hispanic architectural and urban patterns re­ 
lying on materials immediately at hand and on Mexican adobe masons using traditional techniques
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Sequence continues with (second), a period of cultural fusion, coinciding approximately in 
Florence with the mining boom, in which Hispanic adobe walling is combined with Anglo- 
American framed roofs, the latter facilitated by the availability of dimensioned lumber 
and Anglo carpenters. The sequence ends with (third) a period of cultural importation, 
beginning in Florence with the canal boom, characterized by a sequence of "styles" far 
more dependent on manufactured materials and non-regional concepts, frequently made possible 
only by the coming of railroads and the opening of local brick yards. In Florence, as in 
many Southern Arizona towns, this phase was accelerated by the town's vision of itself as 
an important future city of metropolitan status. Though Florence has continued to grow at 
a modest rate, its early structures and the clear sequence they reveal have managed to sur­ 
vive relatively intact, providing a significant and uniquely valuable illustration of the 
development pattern of a pioneer bicultural Arizona community.

Preservation Activity in the District

Public and private sectors have both taken an active interest in the preservation of the 
district's historic resources. The Florence Industrial Development Authority has provided 
the most important initiative and support in the following ways: (1) facilitating the 
rehabilitation for adaptive use of the City Bakery (Fl-31) as Town Library (1973); (2) 
rehabilitation of the 1888 Jacob Suter House (Fl-32) for adaptive use as Final Visitor 
Center (1976); (3) sponsorship of a detailed historic study of Florence (1973-77), encom­ 
passing the oldest part of Florence, which included research and presentation of the town's 
general history, urban development, and architectural evolution, a district survey of a 
627-property;study area, and a detailed preservation program for guiding future conservation 
and development, compiled and published in a 380-page Final Report (Sobin, 1977); and (4) 
sponsorship of the present National Register District Nomination for a defined area within 
the boundaries of the original study area, based on data developed by the earlier preser­ 
vation study. The Florence Historic Townsite Preservation Study was awarded a $10,000 
"City Options" grant by the National Endowment for the Arts in 1974; in 1980 the study 
received a Recognition Award from the NEA's Grant Recognition Program.

The Town of Florence has implemented a portion of the urban street tree program outlined in 
the preservation study. Following ex-Governor McFarland's donation of the First Pinal County 
Courthouse (Fl-15) to the Arizona State Parks Board in 1974, the Board restored the building 
as a public museum, dedicating it in 1978 as McFarland Historical State Park. State Historic 

Markers have recently been placed on both the Chapel of the Gil a (Fl-51) and on the site of 
the 1869 Ruggles House (Fl-95), With the personal support and continuing involvement of 
Arizona's Governor Bruce Babbitt, a campaign was initiated in 1980 to raise private sector 
funds for the stabilization and rehabilitation of the Chapel of the Gila (Fl-51) for adaptive 
use as a Senior Citizens' Center; the campaign has raised nearly $10,000 to date. The 
private sector has also rehabilitated a number of historic properties in the district, in­ 
cluding the Clum/Guild/McFarland Residence (Fl-12), the J. B, Michea Residence (Fl-47), and 
the Cosgroye/Nicholas/Aguilar Residence (Fl-34), A one-day Walking Tour of the district, 
organized in March, 1980 and co-sponsored by the Florence Women's Club, the Industrial De­ 
velopment Authority, and the Chamber of Commerce, attracted over 400 visitors; it is hoped

(continued)
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that the Tour will become an annual event. The Town of Florence has been most helpful in 
the process of collecting data on individual buildings during the survey for this nomination 
In addition, as part of a community improvement project, the town is considering preserva­ 
tion as the primary method of renovating and redeveloping Florence's Main Street area. The 
Florence Industrial Development Authority is also sponsoring the preparation of an historic 
Zoning Ordinance and a rehabilitation assistance fund program.

Criteria for District Boundaries

The boundaries of the district have been chosen to include an area containing the highest 
density of significant structures, while excluding vacant or unimproved properties which 
separate the district from other historic buildings. Boundaries have also been selected 
to exclude areas containing only archaeological sites along district boundaries. These 
criteria have led to selection of a set of boundaries which define a district which coin­ 
cides with what is informally accepted locally as Florence's most historic area.

Intrusive Elements

Among the structures inventoried in this district, only eight have been identified as in­ 
trusions. Two of these are mobile homes located along the extreme northwest perimeter of 
the district, while the remainder are in the southern tier. The overall effect of these 
elements is negligible in the overall context of the district.

Comparison with Similar Areas in Arizona

Florence Townsite Historic District is one of the very few urban areas in Arizona which 
still retains a significant proportion of streets and buildings representative of the 
region's original Hispanic or Anglo-Hispanic origins. It also exemplifies those Anglo- 
American architectural styles and urban patterns typical of the latter part of the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. The closest comparisons in Arizona are probably the Barrio 
Libre and Armory Park historic neighborhoods of Tucson (both on the National Register). 
An important distinction is that in these Tucson districts, a single cultural pattern 
predominates (Anglo-American in Armory Park, Hispanic in Barrio Libre), while Florence's 
Townsite District integrates both traditions.

Criteria for Evaluation of Structures

The criteria which were used in the evaluation of structures within the Florence Townsite 
Historic District are as follows:

_______ Structures at least fifty years of age that add to the district's sense of 
time, place, and historical development by virtue of their location, design, setting, site 
emplacement, materials, workmanship, feeling, historic association, and integrity (or 
potential for recovery of integrity). Specifically, these structures must bear particular 
historical, architectural, archaeological, or cultural importance to the district's sense 
of time, place, and historical development. Example: Chapel of the Gila/St. Theresa's 
Academy (Fl-51).

(continued)
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CONTRIBUTING: Structures that add to the district's sense of time, place, and historical 
development by virtue of their age, location, design, site emplacement, materials, work­ 
manship, feeling, historical association, and integrity (or potential for recovery of 
integrity). Example: Chin Foo & Chin Wing Building (FT-69).

NEUTRAL: Structures that do not meet the criteria for "significant" or "contributing", 
yet are compatible in terms of location, scale, setting, site emplacement, materials, 
feeling, workmanship, and historical association with structures in the district that do 
meet the criteria. Example: Biff's Cafe (Fl-118).

INTRUSION: Structures that detract from the district's sense of time, place, and historical 
development in terms of location, scale, design, setting, site emplacement, materials, 
feeling, workmanship, and association, or structures in which the integrity of the original 
design, architectural features, or spaces has been irretrievably lost. Example: Rieffer 
Mobile Home (Fl-138).
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/ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY.
PROPERTY NAME McFarland Historical State Park 
Archives & Restroom Building Neutral Fl-140
LOCATION East side Qf Granite Street between 
Chase Ditch & Ruqqles Avenue

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

COUNTY
Final

DivNEK
Arizona State Parks
OWNER'S ADDRESS

1688 W. Adams Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE
April 1981

VIEW ^
From Southwest

PRESENT USE ... . . , . , Historic archives and
public restrooms__________

ACREAGE 

116,120 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1981

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ detached two-story archives building with a one story restroom 
wing, built with setbacks of more than 10 ft on all sides from the parcel's property 
lines and/or adjacent structures. Approximate overall dimensions: main archives building 
(west portion), 33 ft wide (E-W) by 30 ft deep (N-S) by 17 ft high; toilet/mechanical 
wing (east portion), 18 ft wide by 18 ft deep by 9 ft high. Archives building: exposed 
concrete slump block exterior wall construction, with hollow-core precast concrete deck 
roof, centrally drained, and 3 cosmetic "canales" installed on the parapet wall of the
west facade. Toilet/mechanical wing: mortar-washed smooth face concrete block exterior 
walls and framp rnnf derk.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The purpose of this structure is to house the archives of ex- 
Governor McFarland plus work space for scholarly access, together with toilet facilities 
The west wing is intended according to State Parks, as a "reconstruction of an 1880's 
territorial adobe residence", paralleling the style, dimensions and siting of the 1883, 
Sonoran style Doran residence (Fl-97). The structure constitutes an integral part of 
McFarland Historical State Park.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-003
All of Block 67, Townsite of Florence. Fl-140 is located on the Northwest quarter 
(approx.) of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-15 and Fl-97. The North 
quarter (approx.) of Fl-140 overlaps the South fraction of Fl-97 (site).

Zoning: R3



PROPERTY
eorge A. Brown Residence /Rental House

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH(LOCATION

NE corner, Willow St. & Ruggles Aye...
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

(COUNTY
IPinal

Lynn & Billie Early
OWNER'S ADDRESS

COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale Frens

|DATE
ijune 1978

Northeast
PRESENT USE 
[Residence

ACREAGE 
7688 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran,transformed to Early Transitional

SIGNIFICANT DATES West portion built ca. mid- 
1870s;transformed to Early Transitional 1888
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, built with north and west facades \ 
directly on the Ruggles Avenue and Willow Street property lines respectively, and setback* 
of more than 10ft. from nearby structures on the south and east sides. Approximate j 
building dimensions: 25ft wide (E-W) by 59ft deep (N-S). West half is original early 
structure, while east half is a later addition. For original portion, exterior walls 
are stucco on adobe (north half) or stucco on wood frame and horizontal sheathing (south 
half). Wood shingles, and more recently, corrugated metal, covered a later gabled frame 
roof structure over original Sonoran northwest portion, with its round-log supported

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE According to local tradition, this house was occupied for some 
years by George A. Brown, Florence's first Wells Fargo agent (from 1877 to 1903), a much 
respected local figure and investor in mines and real estate. Brown acquired all of 
Block 77 in 1888, but there is evidence that he actually lived for a time (possibly as 
a renter) in Fl-3, where he also maintained the town's Wells Fargo Office for some years, 
Brown is responsible for adding the pitched, shingled roof over the northwest corner of 
this building cluster in 1888. This latter portion of the complex is a good example of 
a transformed Sonoran structure. Rather extensively remodelled over the last 30 years,
TOML 'BOUNDARY, DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

State Code #200-41-015

West half of Block 77, Townsite of Florence, Fl-1 is located on the north half of this 
parcel.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-1

earth roofing. The monopitch timber roof structure on the original southwest portion 
of the building (which appears to have been a partly open, wood-framed carriage 
house/stable) was recently reroofed in corrugated metal on a wood-framed gently- 
pitched gable roof.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

this has included the blocking up of some windows on the west side of the building, 
which now appear as "blind" rectangular openings. The remodelling has also included 
the addition of an enclosed porch on the southeast corner. Despite these changes, 
the building retains to a good degree its original overall integrity of form, especially 
as seen from the northwest, reinforced by its corner siting.



Jeorge A. Brown Shed Significant PI- 1A
J3CATXON

JNE corner, Willow St. & Ruggles Ave.
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

t J-TY/TOWN/VICINITYFlorence OUNTY T

Lynn & Billie Early
(OWNER'S ADDRESS

JBox 792 
fFlorence, AZ 85232

(FORM COMPLETED BY
(Harris J. Sobin, AIA

vDDKESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IVIEW 
Front facade, from North

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

1DATE 
jJune 1978

PRESENT U'SE
Storage

[ACREAGE
!7688 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PEKIOD

Sonoran
SIGNIFICANT DATES
circa mid-1870s

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ^ single story shed or outbuilding, built with a setback of about 5 
feet from the adjacent structure to the east, and setbacks of 10 feet or more on the 
other three sides. Approximate building dimensions: 17 ft wide (E-W) by 14 ft deep (N-S). 
Exterior walls: stucco on adobe, on a possible rubble stone foundation. Corrugated 
metal covers a later timber-framed flat roof over original flat earth roof supported by 
round-log beams and sahuaro rib deck.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This build1ng was pr0bably constructed as an outbuilding 
or storage facility for Fl-1. It is one of the few Sonoran structures in Florence to 
have received a new, more waterproof Anglo-style second roof in a monopitch form, i.e. 
something other than a gable or a hip. In consequence, it preserves the starkly cubical 
or boxlike exterior profile of its original Sonoran tradition of building. The original 
wood door trim on the north facade appears to still be intact. On the interior, the 
original round log vigas (beams) are visible. The building has generally been well 
maintained. F1-1A is ancillary to Fl-1, the Brown Residence/Rental Hosue.
(VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————— 

State Code #200-41-015

West half of Block 77, Townsite of Florence. Fl-2 is located on the south half of this 
parcel.

Zoning: R3



!PKOPERI\ NAME lst ,Et;N< F1sh & Co> store/lst Pos 
Office/George A. Brown Residence & Office
.OCATION West side of Quartz St. between 
Ruggles Ave. & 6th St.

Significant Fl-3
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

JCITY/TOWN/V1CUNITY
Florence

COUNTY
Pinal

ElfreIda Tuttleberg
[OWNER'S AD: 

Box 908 
Florence,

DRESS . 1
j i

AZ 85232

jFORK COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IABDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

JDATE . .
I Sep 1979

VIEW
From Northwest
'RESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE. 
7688 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PEKiDO Sonoran transformed to 
Early Transitional, and Early Transitional

SIGNIFICANT DATES ^ 
1870. JE: ca. 1878:

I: ca. 1867-68; NE: ca. 1868 
W: 2Qth century.___________

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Single story (and now multifamily) dwelling complex U-shaped in plan. Overall dimensions 
approximately 75 ft (E-W) by 125 ft (N-S), built with its north, east and south facades 
on Ruggles Avenue, Quartz and 6th Streets property lines respectively, and its west 
facade on a mid-block property line shared with Fl-1 and Fl-2. Exterior walls, Phases 
A, B & C: stucco on adobe; Phase D, stucco on wood frame or concrete block. The complex 
was constructed in at least four distinct phases: Phase A (northwest portion), built 
ca. 1867-1868, originally Sonoran, transformed to E arly Transitional in 1888 by addition 
of wood-shingled (later corrugated metal) timber-framed gable roof, approximately 30 ft |

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Among its various components, this complex of structures contains what are probably the | 
oldest structures still standing in Florence. Despite a lack of clear documentary | 
evidence (e.g., recorded deeds or tax records), the available evidence suggests that j 
the Ruggles-Ewing partnership sold Block 77 to the Tucson mercantile firm of E.N. Fish 
& Co. in 1868. Fish & Co., with Joseph Collingwood as partner and local resident 
manager appears to have first built a store plus living quarters for Collingwood in 
Phase A, a small Sonoran style structure. The regional agricultural boom, which the 
firm helped to create, gathered force. In less than a year, Fish and Collingwood found (WEIB2OT1EDDNDARY. DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————————

State Code #200-41-016

East half of Block 77, Townsite of Florence, plus westerly 30 ft. of Quartz St. 
adjacent on the east.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) . Fl-3

wide by 15 to 40 ft deep; Phase B (northeast portion), built ca. 1868-1870, Early 
Transitional, with wood shingled (later corrugated metal) timber-framed gable roof 
with louvered gable-end vents; approximately 30 ft wide (E-W) by 22 ft deep (N-S); 
Phase C (east portion), built ca. 1878, originally Sonoran, transformed in 1888 to 
Early Transitional by addition of wood-shingled timber-framed gable roof and a later 
monopitch or lean-to porch (eventually enclosed); approximately 65 ft wide (N-S) 
by 25 ft deep (E-W); Phase D (west and south portion), 20th century additions, 
mainly for utility purposes. These are in two locations:, one of which forms the 
west side of a long narrow patio space, the other forms new porches on the east side, 
Landscaping includes mature mesquite trees located on east side exterior, and within 
the patio.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

they needed more space, and decided to build a larger store. Phase B was probably 
this store, built, according to an 1870 newspaper account, by Levi Ruggles. Starting 
in August 1869, it was also the location of Florence's first U.S. Post Office. 
Collingwood was first (acting) Postmaster, and was later officially appointed to fill 
the position. The store moved to (the present-day) Main Street in 1874 on completion 
of the much larger second E. N. Fish & Co. Store (Fl-25), and Collingwood also moved 
on completion of his impressive 1878 2-story house (site: Fl-98). In 1888 (after 
possibly having been a tenant for some time in Fl-3), George A. Brown acquired Block 
77 from Collingwood's widow, for use both as a residence and, later, as the second 
location of Wells Fargo in Florence. An upstate New York native, Brown had opened 
the first Wells Fargo office in Florence in 1877 in Fl-25. While continuing as their 
local agent for a record 27 years, he was also a successful investor in minina, real 
estate, a local ice-making business, and co-owner of the town's second paper, The 
Enterprise. Phase C housed the San Carlos Hotel rooms into the 1920s. Phase B is 
presently used as private residence, Phase A and C as rental apartments.



L
NAME 

fJohn G. Keating Residence Significant FT-4
LOCATION
1100 Willow Street

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

3T.TV/TOWN/VIC INITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Eleanor L. Blackler
{OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 547
Florence, AZ 85232

'OR?-? COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
LDDBESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE
I June 1978

VIEW
From Southeast

SENT USE 
•Residence

ACREAGE 
14,200 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1888

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling built with setbacks greater than 10 ft. from all 
property lines. Approximate building dimensions: 45 ft. wide by 75 ft. deep. Exterior 
walls: stucco on adobe. Asphalt shingles replace original wood shingles on the wood- 
framed truncated hip (or mansard) roof. An original metal rooftop cresting around the 
edges of the mansard is gone. A "Bungalow" style flat-roofed wood porch with supporting 
piers and solid railing faced in river-run stone, replaces original frame hip-roofed 
porch supported by slender turned wood posts. Wire fencing above an exposed smooth

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John G. Keating, an early day stage driver and afterwards proprietor of the Tunnel 
Saloon on Main Streets scene of the much-discussed Gabriel-Phy gunfight, later became 
a successful real estate entrepreneur, Captain of the local company of the National 
Guard and politician. He served as a member of the 23rd Territorial Legislature, 
Final County Board of Supervisors and Florence Town Council, and as the town's Mayor 
from 1918 to 1922. Despite several minor external modifications, this residential 
structure retains its basic integrity, and stands as a good example of the symmetrical, 
pyramidally-roofed, Anglo-inspired "Late Transitional" style, complete with large____
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Lots 1 and 2, Block 1, Western Addition to Florence 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-044 

Zoning: Rl



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-4

face concrete block curbing replaces original wood picket fence. Junipers have 
replaced original chinaberry trees as "entry markers" on either side of the front 
wa1kway.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

setbacks on all sides and peripheral landscaping. The building has been carefully 
maintained and is today in excellent condition.



fPhUPERTY NAME
Women's Club of Florence Building Significant Fl-5
[LOCATION 
NE coner of Willow & 10th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

(COUNTY
I Final

Women's Club of Florence
)WNER f 'S ADDRESS

c/o R. N. McGehee
Box 886
Florence, AZ 85232
FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
iDDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

>HOIG BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

[DATE
iSep. 1979

VIEW 
Front facade from Southwest

ACREAGE
Club house & Senior Citizens'Center 16,260 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Spanish Colonial Revival
SIGNIFICANTBum in 19 TES

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached clubhouse. The principal volume of this building is a rectangle 
plan, with a small kitchen wing attached to its northwest corner. Built with its south 
facade on the 10th Street property line, the building has full (more than 10 ft.) set­ 
backs from the other three property lines. Approximate dimensions of the main structure 
are 39 ft. wide (N-S), by 87 ft. deep (E-W), with the kitchen wing 19 ft. (N-S) by 
16 ft. (E-W). The exterior walls are stucco on adobe; an outside chimney located near 
the center of the main structure's south wall projects well above the eave-line. The
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Headquarters for one of Florence's leading civic organizations, and the only instance 
within the district of ;t|^:$paaish Colonial Revival style of architecture, this structure 
is also a good exampley^StJte work of what was considered at the time the leading archi­ 
tectural firm in Arizdn%^;1.escher & Mahoney (successors to Lescher & Kibbey), of 
Phoenix. This firm designed 3 other district structures (Fl-19, Fl-20, Fl-21) as well as 
Florence Union High School. After drawings were prepared in 1928, construction (by 
Arizona State Prison inmates) was completed in 1929. Typical Spanish Colonial Revival
[VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-024

All of Block 3, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence 

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-5

entrance is protected by a tile-roofed porch surrounded by a row of elliptically 
shaped arches. Between triangular gable-end parapets, corrugated metal roofing 
covers a gabled wood roof structure. This consists of a wood deck on purlins 
supported by a series of king-post trusses which span the full 39 ft. width of the 
main "multipurpose space" The roof structure is completely exposed on the interior. 
An ornate, Spanish-style fireplace is located in the middle of the south wall. A 
small office plus toilet rooms are located at the west end of this principal volume. 
The original suspended light fixtures are still in place. The building has been 
well maintained since its opening, thus does not require restoration.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

features include the red tiled porch, the arcaded entrance, the outside chimney, 
the exposed, relatively large span timber structure, and in general a sort of pictur­ 
esque nostalgia. This building is perhaps the best example in Florence of the revival 
of regional/Hispanic consciousness in Arizona which took place in the period 1910- 
1930, usually however based on imported styles and fashions from outside Arizona. 
The Women's Club, which began as the Village Improvement Club in 1900, has a long 
tradition of civic service to the town. The building is currently rented on a part- 
time basis to the local Senior Citizens' Council, who use it for serving noon-time meals 
and recreational activities.



MME
Fred E. White Residence Significant Fl-6
..OCATION
1108 Willow Street

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

:i.TY/TOWN/VICINITY
! Florence

COUNTY
Pinal

H. C. & Lorraine A. Schewel as J/T 
(OWNER'S ADDRESS
Box 666
Florence, AZ 85232

'OEM COMPLETED BY,
^Harris J. Sobin, AIA

J 6550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718

s d.OTO BY

\ Dale H. Frens
PATE

jOune 1978
r IEW

From Southeast

IResidence
IACREAGE 
|16,427 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

American Victorian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1892
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION i 
A single story detached dwelling, L-shaped in plan (exclusive of porch addition, north- ! 
east side of building), built with setbacks from property lines of about 2 ft. on the j 
north, and substantially more than 10 ft. on all other sides. Approximate building I 
dimensions: 35 ft. wide by 42 ft. deep. Exterior walls: exposed brick (recently painted),! 
with door and window openings formed with segmental arches. At the top of the parapet | 
wall is a final course consisting of a slightly corbel!ed-out header course, creating 
with the simplest of means the effect of a shadowed cornice line or cap-course. Rolled

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This is a good example of American-Victorian domestic architecture. Building features 
typically associated with the Victorian style include its fired brick exterior bearing 
walls with segmental arches, the tall, narrow proportions of door and window openings 
and the building's overall assymetry of mass. What is not typically found in an American 
Victorian house is the flat roof and parapet wall. This type of configuration was at 
the time more typically reserved for use on commercial blocks located in a "business 
district", and gives this small house a somewhat industrial appearance. The building

VERBAL BOUNDARY.

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-046

South half of Lot, plus all of Lots 5 & 6, Block 1, Western Addition to Florence. 

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-6

asphalt roofing on a : wood-framed flat roof structure. Asphalt shingles replace the 
original wood shingles on the front porch roof. A later frame, clapboard clad shed has 
been added on north side. Palms have replaced original close-spaced chinaberry shade 
trees in the front and side yards.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

is in a well-maintained condition. Frederick E. White was a well-known Florence 
businessman, co-owner of the town's first iceplant^ as well as founder and general 
manager of Arizona Cactus Company, Inc., producers of "cactus novelties" (lamps, 
pictures frames, etc., made from cholla and other types of cactus).



|Pi<OPERT\

Emma Guild Residence Significant FT ~
•OCATION

1107 Willow Street
ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

ID. B. & J. Crawford
)WNER f S ADDRESS

|Box 95
jFlorence, AZ 85232

'OEM COMPLETED BY
lHarris J. Sobin, AIA
)DFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

[PHOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(DATE
jSep. 1979

Front facade from West
PRESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
6875 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Bungalow
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1908

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, rectangular in plan, built with its south facade 
on the corresponding property line and with setbacks of more than 10 ft. on its other 
three sides. Approximate building dimensions: 35 ft. wide by 60 ft., deep. Exterior 
walls: locally-made sand-struck brick. Door and window openings formed using 2-ring 
segmental arches. Asphalt-shingle covered wood-framed gable roof, with diamond-shaped 
attic vent grilles on front (west) gable-end. A deep porch framed in timber spans across 
two square brick piers and protects the entrance facade. Front door with single fixed
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small house appears to be the first example of the Bungalow style to be built in 
the district or town. With its deeply cantilevered eaves on all sides, full-width 
porch and unconcealed and expressive celebration of the spanning possibilities of the 
relatively new, lightweight type of wood truss construction, it represents the beginning 
of modernism in the Southwest, and the end of obligatory borrowing from forms or styles 
of the past. For decades to come, this type of structure was to provide many Southwest 
families of average means with the equivalent, in housing, of Henry Ford's Model 'T 1
[VERBAL BOUNDARY

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-026

South 50 ft. of Block 26, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence/plus 5 ft, adjacent 
on the South. Fl-7 is located on the western three-fifth (approx.) of this parcel; it
shares the same parcel with FT-56. 
Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-7

oval light. Typical small Bungalow style floor plan, with living room, dining and 
kitchen down one long side; an indoor bathroom separates two bedrooms down the other 
long side. An original screened-in wood frame sleeping porch is located across the 
rear width of the house.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

car: ideally a lowcost, mass-produced unit of reliable performance yet within nearly 
everyone's economic reach. Note: the Model 'T' was first produced in 1908, the same 
year this small house was constructed!

Emma Monk Guild was the second wife of William E. Guild, telegraph operator, organizer 
of the Silver King and Florence Telegraph Companies,'a director of the Silver King 
Mining Company, and town Postmaster (Fl-12). The second Mrs. Guild was a teacher at 
Florence. She also served as principal of the town's elementary school for several 
years, until the Guilds moved to Tucson; the couple later returned to Florence.



fPKuPEm NAME
Emma Guild Residence Stable/Garage Contributing F1-7A
•OCATION 1107 Willow Street (rear);
West side of Quartz bet 10th & 12th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY 
Final

Douglas B. & Juanita Crawford as J/T
)WNER f SADDRESS

Box 95
Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IVIEW
From Southeast

IPRESENI USE
Storage

KOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

JDATE 
iSept 1979

ACREAGE 
6875 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1908
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ single story stable/garage, approximately square shaped in plan, 
built with its front (east) entrance facade on the parcel's Quartz Street property line. 
Approximate building dimensions: 25 ft wide (N-S) by 22 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: 
"box" construction, utilizing dimensioned board-and-batten timber. Roof: rolled asphalt 
probably over original wood shingles, covering a gable plus adjacent flat-roof leanto 
dimensioned timber roof. The (possibly later) leanto portion forming the northern half 
of this structure is open at its east and west ends.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tnis modest utility
Guild Bungalow (Fl-7), appears to be the last 
the district. The fact that it utilizes early 
pitch matching almost exactly the gable angle 
at the same time or soon after Fl-7, placing i 
spread appearance of the automobile in Arizona 
structures such as this one continued to prove 
biles remained modestly scaled.

structure, built to serve the 1908 Emma 
extant private stable/carriage house within
"box"-type construction, and has a roof 

of the main house, suggest that it was buil 
ts construction date just prior to any wide 

With the end of the horse and buggy era,
useful as garages for as long as automo-

IVERBAL.BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-026
South 50 ft of Block 26, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 5 ft adjacent on
the South. FT-56 is located on the Eastern two-fifths (approx.) of this parcel; it share
the same parcel with Fl-7.

Zoning: R2



(PROPERTY NAME
IF. G. Harckick Residence Significant FT-8
.OCATION

11208 North Willow Street
ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

:i.TY/TOWN/VICINITY
iFlorence

JCOUNTY 
i Final

jElizabeth A. King
)WNER'S- ADDRESS

iBox 577 
JFlorence, AZ 85232

(FORM COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
iDale H. Frens

{DATE 
jJune 1978

fVIEW
Front facade from East

TT | TCP
* 2. ^ \J s,j .

Multi-family residence
ACREAGE 
10,800 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

American Victorian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1890-91

JHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A two story detached dwelling, L-shaped in plan, built with its north facade on the 
corresponding property line, and setbacks of substantially more than 10 ft. on its other 
sides. Approximate overall building dimensions: 41 ft. wide by 37 ft, deep.. Exterior 
walls: locally-made sand-struck brick. Door and window openings formed using 2-ring 
segmental arches, with a bracketed timber hood over the (original) front door. Asphalt 
shingles replace original wood shingles covering a wood-framed hip roof. Once a single- 
family house, the building was divided into four apartment units, two per floor, at a
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
By turn of century standards in Florence, this house was indeed an "imposing brick 
residence", as the local paper called it while under construction. It boasted an 
lelegant interior stair complete with banister, connecting the two floors.. Axially 
symmetrical front elevations, such as seen here, are atypical in American-Victorian 
[domestic architecture. The more usual unbalanced type of composition is only utilized 
on the less formal rear side of this structure. Frederick G. Harwick was a partner of 
D. C. Stevens (residence site: FT-98) in a turn of the century livery stable business

VERBAL BOUNDAIa- DESCRIPTION^

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-070

.ot 3 and part of. Lot 2, Block 4, Western Addition to Florence. 

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-8

later date. This included converting the original front door into a window^ two 
front windows into doors, and adding steel stairs at either end of the house for., 
access to second floor units. Also added were various interior partitions, enclosing 
timber balconies at the rear, and a peripheral cemented water-table, or apron, about 
three feet high, to protect lower portions of exterior walls against rain and 
capillary moisture.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

on Main Street (just north of Fl-18). Harwick was also a blacksmith, with his shop 
in the back yard of this residence.



.ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY.
______ ___________________________________

PROPERTY NAME
Giovannina Young Residence Significant
LOCATION
Northeast corner of Willow & 12th Streets

fCURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/V1C 1NITY
Florence

[COUNTY
i Final

(Evangeline Perham Banfield
'WNER'S ADDRESS
c/o K.L. Danielson 
J1502 Oro Grande

ffity, CA 95991
FORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IADDSESS
16550 N. Skyway Road 
|Tucson, AZ 85718

iDale H. Frens
JDATE 
'June 1978

VIEW
jSide facade from South

{Residence
ACREAGE 
11,250, SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Late Transitional, with Bungalow influence
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1917-18

HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, rectangular in plan, built with setbacks of 10 ft. or 
more from all four property lines. Approximate building dimensions: 43 ft. wide (N-S) 
by 57 ft. deep (E-W). Exterior walls: stucco on adobe. Wood-shingle covered timber- 
framed hip roof. An open porch, located under the western end of the main roof, protects 
the main entrance facade. The porch is supported by a row of four stuccoed (brick?) 
piers, and has a narrow tongue-and-aroove painted wood ceiling. Simple I"x6" painted 
exterior and interior casings surround door and window openings which also still have
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The Giovaninna Young Residence is a good example of the influence of imported architect­ 
ural "styles" (in this case the Bungalow Style) on local vernacular building traditions. 
Stylistically, most of the predominating features of this house are associated with the 
Late Transitional tradition (full setbacks, adobe walls> hip roof, a symmetrical plan).. 
However, the full-width entrance veranda, which provides an "outdoor-indoor" living 
space facing the street*clearly reflects the influence of the Bungalow Style, then about 
midway through the period of its local development and use when this house was built. 
Giovannina Young was a daughter of Benedetto Carminatti, an Italian-born immigrant who IVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-034 A

South 90 ft of Block 31, Wheat's-Addition to the Town .of .'Florence.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) FT-9

original wood-framed insect screens. The house plan is based on a straightforward 
center-hall layout, with an open sleeping porch across the rear (east) end of the 
house.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

arrived in Florence in 1894 to assist on his father-in-law's nearby vegetable farm, 
Frank Carminatti. a son of Benedetto, and expert carpenter, framer and contractor, 
built this house as well as many other structures in Florence. The present, owner, 
occupant-owner Mrs. Annetta Carminatti Perham, is another of Benedetto's daughters



INVENTORY
Roderick Ross/Fryer-Cushman Residence Significant Fl-10
.OCATION
West side of Granite bet. 6th & 8th Streets

fC I TY / TOWN / V I C I N ITY (COUNTY
Florence Final

ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

Donald & P. Young
OWNER'S ADDRESS

fFOEK COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

jDATE
jjune 1978

VJEW M ., ,From Northeast
'RESENT USE
Residence

[ACREAGE 
] 13,248 SF

[STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran, Transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1876-77;transformed bet. 1899 & 1910
HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, rectangular in plan, built with the south facade on 
the (original) south property line of Block 106, its north facade on the north property 
line, and its east (front) facade set-back about 3 ft. from the original (east) Granite 
Street property line (prior to the town's narrowing of the street from 60 ft. to 20 ft?)- 
Approximate building dimensions are 62 ft. wide (N-S) by 50 Ft. deep (E-W). Exterior 
walls are stucco on adobe. Wood shingles cover a timber-framed gable roof structure 
above an original earth roof over a sahuaro rib deck on round log beams. Wood shingles
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architectural significance of this early Sonoran Style building chiefly resides in 
the fact that it retains what is probably the most intact example of a flat Sonoran 
mud roof in the district, perfectly preserved by the later addition of an Anglo-Style 
gable roof above the original one. This transformation left no tell-tale horizontal 
line or crack visible in the exterior to mark the line of an original fired brick cap 
course or parapet. However, the characteristic "rolling topography" of the original 
mud roof is still visible in the attic, along with the original circular-shape flat

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-024

South half, Block 106, Townsite of Florence, plus 20 ft. adjacent on the East,'"plus 
30 ft. by 145 ft. adjacent on the South.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-10

cover a timber-framed hip-roof veranda on the east (entry) side of the house, with its 
outside edge supported on a row of turned wood posts. The building is presently sub­ 
divided into several apartment units. In good condition today, with much of its original 
trim and roofing (type) intact, this building requires only modest effort for restor­ 
ation.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

metal pans just inside the original parapet top at the low end of each "valley 11 in 
the earth roof. These pans were shaped to collect rainwater and conduct it through 
tne canales (rain-spouts) quickly, thus safely, off the roof. Roderick Ross, one of 
the town's first blacksmiths, who came to Florence about 1875, probably built this 
structure in 1876, but did not stay long, selling it in 1877 to W. C. Smith. By 1877, 
the building was owned by Casa Grande hotelier Jere Fryer and his wife, the celebrated 
former Union woman spy, Pauline Cushman. Later owners included L. K. Drais. also an 
owner of the nearby Florence Hotel (Fl-16). Movie star cowboy Tom Mix was a tenant in 
this building in the 1930s. The structure still serves as rental apartments today.



Charles Rapp Residence Significant Fl-11
ILOCATION

Northwest corner of Granite & 8th Streets
ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

:ITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
Florence

JCOUNTY 
I Final

William C. & Ann Beck as J/T
DINNER'S ADDRESS

Box 661
Florence, AZ 85232

rORJ! COMPLETED 3Y

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
)DKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

5 HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

JDATE
jJune 1978

'IEW
From Northeast
'RESENT USE
Residence

jACREAGE

120,770 SF

W. wing: Early Transitional
ormed to Early Transit

SIGNIFICANT DATES
E. part buit ca. 1882; W. part built ca. 1890
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story dwelling, L-shaped in plan, built in two phases with its east and south 
facades on the parcel's original Granite and 8th Street property lines respectively, 
its west wall on the (later) west property line and its north wall with a substantial 
setback from the corresponding property line. The building's east wing is approximately 
30 ft. wide (N-S, along Granite St.) by 17 ft. deep (E-W); its north winq approximately 
16 ft. wide (N-S) by 33 ft. long (E-W). Separated by a 3 ft. gap, these two stuccoed 
adobe wings are connected by a frame "link" about 9 ft. deep (N-S) by 20 ft. long (E-W).

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This complex contains very good examples 
wing) and an Early Transitional building 
intact their architectural integrity to 
wing contains fine coniferous round-log 
This roof structure has been exposed on 
the recent removal of a later lower ceil 
is a good example of the typical Sonoran

of both a transformed Sonoran rowhouse (east 
(north wing). Both portions have retained 

an exceptionally significant degree. The east 
beams with sahuaro rib decking (costillas). 
the interior of the south room of that wing by 
ing. In the southwest corner of the same room 
tradition corner fireplace. Inside the west

(VERBAL BOUNDARY: DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-003

All of Block 122, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft. adjacent on the North, plus 20 ft. 
adjacent on the East.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-11

The building was constructed in at least 3 distinct phases: Phase A, (circa. 1882) 
originally a Sonoran "corner rowhouse" with its street facades on Granite and 8th 
Streets and with a flat earth roof on sahuaro costl.11 as (ribs) supported by round log 
beams of coniferous wood (as opposed to the more frequently seen cottonwood). Between 
1911 and 1915, the southern wing of the early L-shaped rowhouse was removed, leaving 
only the Granite St. portion. Phase B. (between 1890 and 1898), a free-standing, 
Early Transitional structure, and present north wing of the building, was originally 
built in the patio space of the earlier Sonoran corner rowhouse. This new structure 
had wood shingles covering a wood-framed gable roof on adobe walls. Later metal roofing 
replaces the original wood stimgles. Phase C (between 1915 and 1941) a wood frame 
"shed", with walls of horizontal wood cladding and monopitch roof covered with rocked 
asphalt, was built to link the earlier west and north adobe wings. The building is 
being rehabilitated by its current preservation-minded owners.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

wing, which has always lacked a ceiling, the original balloon-framing of the gable 
roof is readily seen spanning between adobe walls.. Most of the structure's original 
interior wood trim, doors, and windows are intact. Based on the chain of title, the 
house appears to have been built by Charles Rapp in 1882 or 1883. Rapp, a miner, 
originally from Chicago, arrived in Florence in 1875, and for some years kept a saloon 
nearby on Main Street (Fl-26). More often than not, unmarried Anglo men who settled 
in Florence during the town's first decade of existence married Mexican or Mexican- 
American women. Rapp was no exception: the 1880 census shows him by then married 
to Sonoran-born Candida Rapp.



DPERTY NAME
John P. C1urn/William Guild Residence Significant Fl-12
.OCATION

Southeast corner Quartz
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

& 10th Streets
fCITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

{COUNTY .
! Final

E.W. & E.E. McFarland
)WNER'S ADDRESS

306 West Royal Palms Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85000

(FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

lADBFESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
iJune 1978

From Northeast
RESENT USE 
Residence

(ACREAGE 
122,630 SF

STYLE OR, CULTURAL PERIOD
Late Transitional

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1878,remodeled in 1884;rehab'd,1975
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This building is a single story detached dwelling," initially square in plan, built with 
full (more than 10ft) setbacks from all four property lines. The building's approximate 
dimensions (excluding later small additions at rear) are 47 ft wide by 50 ft deep. The 
exterior walls are stucco on adobe. Standing-seam iron roofing which probably replaced 
original wood shingles, covers a wood-framed truncated pyramidal, or mansard type roof 
structure. The floor plan is based on a simple "four-square" room layout, with some 
interior partitions of plaster on wood studs. Most of the building's original interior
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This building is the first late Transitional style structure which has been identified

rst
in Florence, and represents an excellent local example of this hybrid mode of building. 
Built by John P. Clum, flamboyant Indian agent, editor and publisher of Florence's firs 
newspaper, The Arizona Citizen (1877-78), founder and editor of the Tombstone Epitaph 
(1880 ),T<3to stone's first mayor, and later a chief postal inpector, this building appears 
to have housed the Citizen's office and press as well as its publisher/editor during the 
year both spent in Florence. A later owner, electrical engineer William Guild, built the 
telegraph line from the Silver King Mine, northeast of Florence, to Casa Grande and the

(VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————

All of Block 27, Wheat's Addition to Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the South, plus 
20 ft by 155 ft adjacent on the East.

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-028



F1-12 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

finishes are intact, including its flooring, transoms, doors, casement-style full 
height windows, wood trim and an elegant marble fireplace. The house has recently 
been rehabilitated by its present owner, ex-Governor Ernest McFarland.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

outside world; Guild was also an early Florence postmaster (1880-1885). Typical 
Late Transitional mode features of this residence include full setbacks from all 
four property lines, a deep, square plan, a pyramidal mansard timber-framed roof, 
adobe walls, and sophisticated wood detailing and trim. These features all sugnest 
a possible influence of the architecture of Army installations in Arizona with which 
Clum would have been quite familiar. Regardless of its exact stylistic source, the 
Clum Residence remains a clear reminder of the greatly accelerated influx of Anglo- 
American settlers in central Arizona of the 1870s and 80s, and the architectural 
ideas from the East and California which they brought with them.



R. C. Brown/Louis Michea Residence Significant Fl-13
.OCATION 116 12th Street;
northwest corner Granite & 12th Streets
:ITY/TOWN/V1C1NITY (COUNTY
Florence I Final

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

William C. & Ann Beck as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

M COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
U5DFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

1DATE
i Sept 1979

r IEW
From Southeast

JRESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE
a3,775, SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD Sonoran, transformed" 
to Early Transitional;Amer.Vict, additions

SIGNIFICANT DATES Ca. 1878 (original) transf'd 
bet. 1899 & 1910; additions ca. 1912
>HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story dwelling, L-shaped in plan, built with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks 
from all four property lines. Approximate overall building dimensions: 50 ft wide 
(E-W) by 45 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: stucco on adobe (original structure); 
painted brick and wood siding on frame (later addition). Between 1899 and 1910, a 
wood-shingled, timber-framed, multi-gabled roof was installed above (or substituted 
for) the original wood-supported earth roofing. A wood-shingled, timber-framed 
veranda was added to the east and south sides between 1912 arid 1914, probably by then-

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

While a good example of transformed Sonoran architecture, this structure is equally 
significant because all available evidence suggests that it was constructed . as a 
residence by Roll in C. Brown, co-owner with Clum of Florence's first newspaper, the 
Arizona Weekly Citizen, during the Citizen's year (1877-1878) in Florence, and after-* 
wards when Clum and Brown moved it back to Tucson. As was so often the case for many 
people in 19th century American small towns, Brown"s work was close to his home.. The 
Citizen's office and press were located in Cl urn's residence at the time the next

IvElBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-033

All of Block 30, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence^.; excluding the 30 ft adjacent 
on the North, plus 20 ft adjacent on the East.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-13

owner Louis Michea. Though presently in rather run-down condition, the building is 
definitely restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

building north (Fl-12). A decade later. Brown became co-editor of Florence's second 
paper, the Arizona Enterprise (1887-1894), prior to his 1894 move to Globe. Despite 
the typical Sonoran feature of .its adobe, wMljf^
setbacks on all sides (as with Clurn's residence) is more typical of Anglo-American 
suburban traditions. This fact reinforces the likelihood that Brown was responsible 
for the construction of Fl-13. thus providing Florence with a rare example of the 
Sonoran mode combined with a typically American-Victorian mode of site emplacement.



^RIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY.
PROPERTY NAME .
William Jennings Residence Significant Fl-14
LOCATION 
406 South Main Street

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence

ICOUNTY 
Final

OWISiER
Willie & Ozie Smith as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 1139 
Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

Dale H. Frens
DATE 
June 1978

VIEW 
From Southeast
PRESENT USE

Residence
ACREAGE 
14,740 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD 
Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES 
Built ca. 1878 (original building);later addit,
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, rectangular in plan, built with its front (east) 
facade on the Main Street property line, and substantial setbacks (more than 10 ft) 
on the other sides. Approximate building dimensions, including later additions: 72 ft 
wide by 27 ft deep. The exterior walls are stucco on adobe. Corrugated metal roofing 
covers a timber-framed gable roof structure. On the south and west sides of the building, 
standing-seam metal roofing covers an attached timber-framed hip roofed porch supported 
by timber posts. There is a high (approximately 3 ft) slightly projecting water table or

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This is a good example of the Early Transitional mode of building, combining Sonoran 
siting, walling and floor plan with Anglo roofing, detailing, and trim,, William Jennings, 
a native of Ireland and naturalized U.S. citizen, was first recorded as a Florence 
resident on the 1880 census, with his occupation listed as "miner". In an early litho­ 
graph of the first courthouse, (in Elliott's History of Arizona) the Jennings' house is 
seen in the background looking very Sonoran, complete with flat-topped parapet wall and 
a veranda on the west side (though usually accurate, Elliott's lithographs can at times
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-001

East 87 ft of Block 38, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

apron on the lower part of the east wall 
centered in a transverse interior wall.

F1-14

Original part of house includes a fireplace

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

be quite fanciful). Further and detailed research would be required to determine if 
this structure's gable roof is a later addition, or original. However, its use of an 
Anglo-style fireplace centered on a transverse wall tends to confirm its classification 
as a TranstitionaT structure. The integrity of the earliest part of this building's 
interior is for the most part very much intact, including doors, ...rdwartT and woocL'irim.



ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY
PROPERTY NAME 1st Final County Courthouse/ 
McFarland Historical State Park Significant Fl-15
LOCATION
Northwest corner of Main St. & Ruggles Avenue

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence

COUNTY 
Final

QWftER

Arizona State Parks
OWNER'S ADDRESS

1688 West Adams 
Phoenix, AZ 85007

FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens
VIEW
From Southeast
PRESENT USE
Museum (Historical State Park)
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD 
Early Transitional

ACREAGE 
16,120 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES Bu1u (E & s) . 1877. 79; (W ) 
ISSSiHosoital Kitchen ra. 1R91-98.________
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A partly single story and partly two-story governmental building, approximately U-shaped 
in plan, built with its west (2-story) facade on the (original) Granite Street property 
line. Its east and south facades are set back approximately 10 ft (a "porch width") 
from their respective property lines along Main and Ruggles. while its north facade has 
a substantial (more -than 10 ft) setback from the north property line. The building was 
constructed in at least three distinct phases: Phase A (1877-79), an L-shaped corner 
building consisting of east and south wings. The east wing contained the courtroom and

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure is significant as the District's finest example of the Early Transitional 
style, as well as for multiple associations with state and county history stemming from 
its construction and use during the early (and formative) years of Pinal County as the 
county's courthouse. In 1877. Levi Ruggles,, "Founder of Florence", was instructed to 
prepare plans for a new Pinal County Courthouse. Bids were taken, and in November, the 
$2700 contract was awarded to Fred Adams and Warren Vernoy. Ruggles laid out the 
foundations; construction of this/ the earliest part of the building (eastern 3/5ths of

[VERBAL BOUNDARY

Assessor's Parcel No.' 200-41-003

All of Block 67, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) FT-15

clerk's office at its north end. The east wing measures about 25 ft wide (E-W) by 
81 ft long (N-S) by 24 ft high overall; the south wing r contained other county 
offices and measures about 87 ft long (E-W) by 19 ft wide (N-S), by 24 ft high; 
Phase B (1883), a rectangular 2-story west wing, contained a Sheriff's office and jail 
(below), and two jury deliberation rooms (above). The west wing measures approximately 
25 ft wide (E-W) by 43 ft long (N-S) by 26 ft high. Phases A & B exterior walls of 
stucco on adobe; wood-shingle roof on timber-framed gabled roof structures. Phase C: 
(between 1891 and 1898) a small brick-walled wing added to the west side of the clerk's 
office, probably the kitchen which became a necessity when the building became Pinal 
County Hospital (1892). Shingle-roofed, timber-framed, wood-floored porches on the 
west side of Phase B (porch built in 1883), and on the south and east sides of Phase A 
(porches added circa 1904; a part of the south porch was later enclosed). Fl-15 has 
been restored (1975-1978) by Arizona State Parks and opened to the public as the 
McFarlgnd State Historical Park. The interior of the building retains intact much of 
its original trim and finish carpentry. Landscaping includes a chinaberry tree in the 
courtyard and a restoration by the Town (1976) of the chinaberry row which originally 
stood alongside the building's Main Street porch.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

present structure), was completed by 1879. County business was expanding, and more room 
was soon needed. In early 1882, the $1659 contract for a new 2-story jail and Sheriff's 
office was awarded to Charles Tillman (residence: FT-53). The west wing (western 2/5ths 
of present structure) was completed in 1883. Used as a courthouse until 1891, as county 
hospital from 1892 to about 1930. as county welfare and public health center until 1963, 
as a combination Pinal County Historical Society and boarding home for elderly county 
dependents until sold to a private sector owner in 1970, and later purchased by ex-Go­ 
vernor Ernest McFarland, who presented it to the Arizona State Parks Board for restor­ 
ation. This building is listed on the National Register.



^RIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY.
PROPERTY NAME
Silver King Hotel/Florence Hotel
LOCATIONBlock bounded by Ruggles Avenue, Main, 
Granite & 6th Streets.

Significant Fl-16
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

COUNTY 
Pinal

Western American Communities, Inc
OWNER'S ADDRESS

301 E. Virginia Ave. 
Suite 4100 
Phoenix, AZ 85004
FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY 

Dale H. Frens

DATE 

June 1978
VIEW
From Southeast
PRESENT USE
Vacant - commercial

ACREAGE 
3.7,856 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early Transitional, American Victorian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1876, 1888, 1895 & 1917
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A partly one story and partly two story hotel structure, built with all street facades 
directly on the property lines of the block the hotel occupies. The hotel was built in 
four phases. Phase A (south central portion), built in 1876, Early Transitional, one 
story, originally an L-shaped corner building along east and south sides of block; sur­ 
viving segment is approximately 18 ft wide (N-S) by 45 ft long (E-W) by 24 ft high overall 
Exterior walls: adobe, originally exposed, later stuccoed. Wood-shingles cover a wood- 
framed gable roof structure. The southeast corner of Phase A, containing hotel's original 
dining room and bar, was destroyed by fire in 1894. Phase B (free standing structure on 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"mix" of architecturalThe significance of this hotel lies not only in its fascinating 
styles and building dates, but also in the high degree of quality and integrity of those 
portions of its fabric which survive. In addition, this building complex constituted 
for many years the social focus of Florence, providing not only "modern" overnight 
lodging for visitors but also operating the finest dining room in the town. The original 
Silver King Hotel, Phase A, was built by William Long, a co-discoverer of the Silver King 
Mine-in the year after the partners' great "find". The Early Transitional gable-roofed
VERBAL BOUNDARY .DESURTFTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-018

All of .Block 79, Townsite of Florence, plus the 20 ft adjacent on the west.,,

Zoning: B2'



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-16

north side of block plus attached wing on west end of south side of block), built in 
1888; north portion Early Transitional, one story, approximately 21 ft wide (N-S) by 
51 ft long (E-W), stuccoed adobe walls, wood shingles covering a gabled frame roof 
structure; south portion Sonoran, one story- approximately 27 ft wide (N-S) by 68 ft 
long (E-W) (exclusive of balconies or porches), stuccoed adobe walls, earth roof; 
Phase C (new structure along east side of block, replacing fire loss), built in 1895, 
American-Victorian, two story, approximately 28 ft wide (E-W) by 87 ft long (N-S) by 
30 ft high (exclusive of arcades) plus a kitchen wing at north end measuring approx­ 
imately 18 ft wide (E-W) by 14 ft long (N-S) by 15 ft high, all with walls of local 
sand-struck brick, and rolled asphalt roofing covering flat timber roof structure: 
Phase C housed an office;, dining room, kitchen, bar and hotel rooms; Phase D, built 
in 1917, Early 20th Century Utilitarian, constituting a new 2nd floor of brick over a 
portion of Phase B at the southwest corner of block, plus a new 2-story adobe portion 
along the west side of block, with rolled asphalt roofing covering flat timber roof 
structures. Phase D contained additional hotel rooms. The building is at present vacant, 
well-secured, and awaiting a planned restoration.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

adobe was a mirror-image of the Second E. N. Fish Store (Fl-25) -which had been built 
directly across Main Street to the east. The surviving portion of the original Silver 
King Hotel still has most of its floors, ceilings and interior trim intact. By 1890, 
the Silver King Mine had closed and Fl-16 was renamed the Florence Hotel. Phase C, 
its brick east wing, built in 1895 to replace portions of the hotel destroyed by fire 
the year before, is of particular interest, with its ornate brick cornice and tall, 
narrowly proportioned segmentally-arched door and window openings. The later construction 
of an elegant one story frame arcade on two sides of Phase C shaded the ''new" block's 
south and east board-walks and first floor facades, as well as providing extra "dormitory" 
space on its balcony during overflow periods.



jCommercial Building Significant Fl-17
[LOCATION
700 Main St., southwest coner 6th & Main Sts. I

ICURKENT PHOTOGRAPH

(CITY/TOWM/VICINITYFlorence QUNTY
inai

iCharles & Virginia McLellan as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 307
Tonto Basin, AZ 85553

FORM COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin,
IADD9ESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

JDATE
JJune 1978

VIEW
From Northeast
PRESENT USE

Commercial
(ACREAGE

SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1889
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This is a single story commercial building, rectangular in plan, built with north, south 
and east (Main Street) facades on their respective property lines. Approximate building 
dimensions are 20 ft wide (N-S) by 70 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls are of stucco on 
ladobe, with a single corbelled brick cap course, alo stuccoed. Rolled asphalt covers a 
timber-framed flat roof structure over original earth roofing over a sahuaro rib deck 
on round log beams. Wood shingles cover a later timber-framed sidewalk arcade, the 
outer edge of which is supported by a row of four round log posts topped with simplified
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This Main Street structure has housed a multitude of varied uses, including the Charles 
Hardy saloon (1890-98), a grocery store (1915), a pharmacy (ca,.1918), a real estate 
office and the office and printing plant of the Arizona Blade-Tribune (from ca. 1920 
to 1945). It currently is used as a chiropractor's office. The adjacent open space 
to the south was once Brown and Murphy's corral, later Stevens and Hardwlck's bustling 
livery stable and stage office. Today the space is a parking lot for the supermarket^ 
in F1-18. Despite various minor alterations (porch, fenestration), Fl-17 remains an
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————'•——————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-019

North 82 ft of Block 105, Townsite of Florence,'pius 20 ft adjacent on the west

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) . Fl-17

timber bracket capitals. Although the windows on Main Street and a few windows on the 
side elevations represent later alterations, most side windows and the front door 
(with original side lights and transom) are intact or nearly so. The building requires 
only a modest effort to restore to original condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

excellent example of the pure flat-roofed, zero-setback Sonoran mode of building, its 
geometric simplicity unmodified by any later hipped or gabled Anglo roof "improvements"



IsOPERTt
iW.C. Smith & Co. Bldg,/Florence Commercial
[LOCATION 710 Main Street; west side of Main {{CURRENT PHOTOGMPH 
between 6th & 8th Streets.

•Significant Fl-18

iCITY/TOWN/VIClNITY
Florence

ICOUMTY 
iPinal

Fred D. Gentry
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

P. 0. Box W 
Florence, AZ 85232
•OEM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

5 HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
iJune 1978

r IEW

From Northeast
RESENT USE
Commercial - Florence Market

ACREAGE
6720 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERio»American-Victorian/ 
High Victorian Italianate(original bldg front)
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1890; 2nd story burned in 1948
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This deep relatively tall one-story commercial block originally consisted of two sections 
of differing height: a two-story eastern half on Main Street, and a one-story western 
half on Granite Street, A 1948 fire destroyed the second floor portion, reducing the 
structure to its present one-story height. The building is rectangular in plan,"built 
with its south facade on the (original) 7th Street property line, and its east, north 
and west facades on their respective property lines. Approximate building dimensions 
are 43 ft wide, 145 ft deep, and 22 ft high (present condition: original 2-story
ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This building's significance rests on both architectural qualities and historical associ­ 
ations. This large American-Victorian brick commercial block was designed by Phoenix 
architect James M. Creighton, probably Arizona Territory's first architect (Creighton 
also designed the Second PinaT County Courthouse of 1891). When details of its cons­ 
truction were first announced, Florence's newspaper editor announced that the new W.C. 
Smith & Co. Building was to be "an ornament to the place". In fact the building's 
qualities succeeded admirably in expressing the local feeling of exhuberance and high

BOUNDARY 'DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————~~ 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-021

South 43 ft of Block 105, Townsite of Florence, plus 20 ft. adjacent on the West plus 8 ft 
by 55 ft adjacent on the South, plus 8 ft by 20 ft adjacent on the West,

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-18

section stood approximately 40 ft high to the highest point of its pedimented cornice). 
The side and rear exterior walls are of locally-made sand-struck brick. The front 
facade on Main Street, fabricated by Mesker Bros., St. Louis, originally of pressed 
metal, cast iron, wood and glass has been altered by the 1948 fire damage and subsequent 
use of large areas of stucco on frame, plus a recent cantilevered sidewalk canopy of 
aluminum. Rolled asphalt roofing covers a timber-framed gable roof. Interior spans are 
reduced by a line of Tuscan-style cast iron columns (also Mesker) placed on the long 
center-axis of the building. Two large rectangular steel-framed skylights help illum­ 
inate an interior corridor in the rear half of the building. With a carefully-researched 
effort based on manufacturer's catalogs and early photos, this building could be restored 
to near-original condition. Though the second floor and upper half of the street facade 
are gone, they are reconstructable, the integrity of the ground floor and basement 
interiors is basically intact, and the original Queen Anne Style glass "window wall" 
shopfront is safely in storage.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

aspiration which were excited by the canal boom of the late 1880s. A particularly 
American-Victorian characteristic of the design is Creighton's extensive use of pre­ 
fabricated building components, including the ornate original front facade, interior 
columns building cornice and window caps, all manufactured in St. Louis by "Mesker 
Bros. Front Builders", shipped by rail to Casa Grande, and freighted across the desert 
to Florence for final on-site assembly. In addition, the building's location, bulk 
and height made it for many years the major focal point on Main Street for travelers 
arriving in Florence. The building was designed for William Cairnes Smith, Scottish- 
born Casa Grande businessman who opened the second Florence branch of his general 
merchandise operation here in 1890. Later, the building housed the Shields and Price 
(later the Price and Powell) Florence Commercial General Store. An old time resident 
recalled that you could buy everything there "from a needle to a freight wagon". The 
second floor was used as quarters for the local A.O.U.W Lodge. Despite loss of the 
upper story by fire (1948), the ground floor continues in use today as one-half of a 
supermarket (the other half is in FT-58).



A •"*% • MI"I"W y^*^k. k. i A /*"*»<.ARIZONA S
L.——___———._____

Keating Building (north portion) Significant F1-19
LOCATION
Main St. between 6th

fCURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
8th Streets

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

[Mike & Rebecca Encinas
DWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 815
Florence, AZ 85232
FORM COMPLETED BY

iHarris J. Sobin. AIA
JADDPESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
IPHOTO BY 
Harris J. Sobin. AIA
IVIEW 
From Southeast

IDATE 
I
Isept 1979

PRESENT USE
Commercial - Barber Shop

(ACREAGE 
14975 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD Early 20th Century 
Commercial/Neo-Classical Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in 1916
[PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
This property constitutes the northern 17.5 ft of a single story "commercial block' : , the 
Keating Building. Fl-19 is rectangular in plan, built with its north and east (Main 
Street) facades on their respective property lines, and sharing a party wall with the 
remainder of the "block" to the south. Approximate dimensions of Fl-19 are 17.5 wide 
by 38 ft deep by 22 ft high (parapet). Exterior walls are pressed buff-colored brick, 
painted since 1973. The lower portion of the north facade has a nonoriginal stucco 
finish. The Main Street front of Fl-19 is a continuation, in materials, style, and
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This property is the northern portion of one of the district's finest exemplars of the 
Neo-Classical Revival style. It is also an early sample of the work of what was con­ 
sidered at the time to be the state's leading architectural firm, Lescher & Kibbey of 
Phoenix. Both portions of this building (Fl-19 & FT-20) were constructed in 1916 for 
John F. Keating (residence: Fl-4). From opening day, this northern part of the building 
was used as a barbershop., operated for some years by Miguel l Mike' Ramirez. Its design 
features mark it a typical example of the late Neo-Classical Revival style (often 'des­ 
cribed as• "Early 20th[Century Commercial" if the structure is a store or office building). 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION— r

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-007

North 17 ft by 145 ft of the Southern 46.5 ft of Block 123,"Townsite of Florence,

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-19

overall design, of the facade of the next property South (Fl-20). Among shared design 
features are a large glazed shopfront, prism-glass transoms and a simple, stripped form of 
Classical ornamentation, including a stylized entablature and cornice, formed with pro­ 
jecting bands of dark brown pressed brick. Asphalt roofing covers a timber-framed 
flat roof behind parapet walls. Alterations in the Main Street facade include removal 
of prism glass from the large transom light over the shopfront, replacement of the wood 
shopfront sill with stuccoed masonry^ and the addition of a cantilevered sidewalk 
"metal awning" braced by metal tension rods to the parapet. The building is in good 
condition, and is readily restorable with only a relatively modest outlay.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

The Neo-Classical Revival Style was initially popularized by its extensive appearance 
at the Columbian Exposition of 1893 in Chicago.



P! 'STT"\ /
'K 1 V.l\ I I

NAME

Keating Building (south portion) Significant Fl-20

822 Main st> 
Northwest corner of Main & 8th Street

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Cletus E. Ball
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 968 
[Florence, AZ 85232

COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'KOTO BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA

PATE
ISept 1979

(VIEW
iFrom Southeast
[PRESEHI USE
(Vacant - former Drugstore

{ACREAGE
!l768 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD £ar ]y 20th Century 
Commercial/Neo-Classical Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1916

HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
This property constitutes the southern 46.5 ft of the Keating Building, a single story 
"commercial block" (for other portion, see Fl-19). FT-20 is rectangular in plan, built 
with south and east facades on its 8th and Main Street property lines respectively, and 
sharing a party wall with the remainder of the commercial block to the north. Approx­ 
imate building dimensions of Fl-20 are 46.5 ft wide by 70 ft deep by 22 ft high (parapet). 
Exterior walls are of exposed pressed brick in two colors: a light buff for plain wall 
surfaces and a dark brown for decorative cornice,drip course and signage panel borders.->

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This property is the southern portion of the Keating Building, one of the district's 
best exemplars of the later phase of the Neo-Classical Revival or "Early 20th Century 
Commercial" style. The pedimented parapet along Main Street represents a clear allusion 
to the classical design sources of both Fl-19 and 20. while also emphasizing Fl-20's urban 
corner location. Fl-20 is also part of one of only two buildings in the district (Fl-21 
is the other) designed by the leading architectural firm in Arizona of the first decades 
of the 20th century. Lescher & Kibbey.of Phoenix. Together with Fl-19, the property was
constructed in 1916 for John F. Keating (residence: Fl-4). For the first few years,VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————— ———— —————————————— ——
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-008

South 46.5 ft of Block 123, Townsite of Florence, plus 20 ft adjacent on the West, 
excluding the North 17 ft by 145 ft of Block 123.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) FT-20

The lower portion of the shopfront (east facade plus the eastern part of south facade) 
has a nonoriginal stucco finish. The Main Street front of Fl-20 is a continuation, in 
materials, style and overall design of the facade of the next property north (Fl-19). 
Shared design features include a large glazed shopfront, prism-glass transom and a 
stripped form of Classic ornamentation, including a stylized entablature and cornice. 
A special feature of Fl-20 not shared by Fl-19 is its gently-sloped pedimented parapet 
top along Main Street. Rolled asphalt roofing covers a timber-framed low pitched gable 
roof behind parapet walls. An original fixed prism-glass transom with operating vents, 
still relatively intact, surmounts the formerly-glazed shopfront. A cantilevered 
"metal awning" protects both Main and 8th Street sidewalks, braced to the parapet by 
metal tension rods. The interior has a pressed metal ceiling. The building is well 
secured, in good repair, and readily restorable with only minimal exterior shopfront 
work, paint removal and interior rehabilitation.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

this southern corner portion of the building was leased to Juan Aguilar's "The People's 
Store". Thereafter, it was leased as a drugstore to a succession of lessees: Vernon 
Brothers, Griffin & McFaul, Murray's and Nick's; still later leased to the State 
Highway Dept., before falling vacant for the past decade.



The Popular Store/ 
MandelTs Department Store____ Significant F1-21
LOCATION nnn .. . r .900 Main Street ; 
Southwest, rnrner nf Main ft Rtl

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

oITY/TOWSf/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY

Final

Marjorie M. Mandell
OWNER'S ADDRESS

3611 N. 5th Avenue 
Phoenix, AZ 85013

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE

June 1978
VIEW
From Northeast
PRESENT USE 
ommercial

ACREAGE 
J5945 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

20th Century Commercial/Neo-classical Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1915
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

single story commercial building,'rectangular in plan, built with its north and east 
facades on the parcel's 8th and Main Streets property lines respectively* Tbe south 
vail of Fl-21 is a party wall shared with the adjoining structure (Fl-22) immediately 
idjacent to the south. Approximate building dimensions are 41.5 ft wide (N-S) by 85 ft 
ieep by 22 ft maximum height. Building facades on Main Street and the east portion of 8th 
street, are of exposed pressed brick of a light buff color. Elsewhere, exterior walls 
ire of common red brick. The Main Street facade design includes a vestigial corbelled
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

i/ith its simplified classical features, including a vestigial pediment^ a stylized 
mtablature and axially symmetric planning, this structure is an excellent example of 
;he later phase of the Neo-Classical Revival style as applied to a small commercial 
)uilding. The structure is one of Florence's few exemplars of this style,, It is also 
>ne of only two examples in the district of the work of what was considered the leading 
irchitectural firm in Arizona during the period 1915-1930, Lescher & Kibbey of Phoenix, 
his building was built in 1915 for C. G. Powell's ''The Popular Store",, which advertized
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-009

Morth of 41 ft of Block 149, Townsite of Florence, plus the 20 ft adjacent on the West

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-21

entablature and pediment, a one-course projecting "cornice" and three recessed panels 
for signage, all executed in light buff brick. Opaque, stuccoed panels on the building's 
Main and 8th Streets facades denote the original location of vented, prism-glass transoms 
The glazed "show window" shopfront incorporates a central glass "island" type display 
case. A cantilevered "metal awning' : was added over the Main Street sidewalk soon after 
the building's construction, and was braced by metal tie-rods from the parapet. This 
awning was later replaced with a wood-shingle roofed timber-framed intrusive "Western 
Style" sidewalk arcade, supported on rough round log posts and bracket capitals. The 
opaque lower portions of the front facade still retain their original ornamental surface 
treatment of black and green glazed tiles. The interior of Fl-2i retains its original 
wood trim and flooring, a pressed metal ceiling, and even some of the oriainal cabinet­ 
work and display counters. Both exterior and interior are in an excellent state of 
repair, and would require only a modest outlay for complete restoration.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

themselves as "specialists in ready-to-wear clothing". Powell, former manager of 
Florence Commercial Company (Fl-18), later served for a time as warden of the State 
Penitentiary. In 1919, Fl-21 was sold to Harry Mandell, a Casa Grande merchant. He 
and later his son, Kay Mandell, have operated the Mandell Department Store at this 
same location for over 60 years.



NAME White-McCarthy Lumber & Hardware 
o./Pinal Lumber & Hardware Co. Building Significant FT-22

LOCATION 1406 Main street;
iWest side of Main bet. 8th & 10 Streets

PCURRENT PBOTOGRAPH

jC ITY / TOWN /VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Kenneth & .Betty Jean Lucas as J/T; 
iFrank G. & Connie M. Ormsby as J/T.___
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

feox 808 
(Florence, AZ 85232

:ORJf COMPLETED BY

[Harris J. Sobin. AIA______________
(ADDRESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PhOTO BY 

Dale H. Frens

{DATE

I June 1978
iVTEW
From Northeast
IPRESENT USE
Icommercial

(ACREAGE
'11,890 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century 

Commercial /Neo-Classical Revival_________
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1914
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Single story commercial structure, built with front facade on Main Street property line 
and side walls directly on side property lines. Building dimensions are approximately 
82 ft wide (N-S) by 100 ft deep (E-W) by 27 ft high. A partial basement measures ap­ 
proximately 40 ft by 60 ft. Exterior wall on Main Street is exposed pressed brick light 
buff in color, elsewhere common red brick. A pressed-metal cornice is attached to the 
face of the Main Street parapet wall several feet below a projecting rolok cap course, 
and about two feet above a brick string course two courses high. Store front and en-
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The White-McCarthy Building was one of the most important manifestations of the last 
major episodes of building activity to take place in Florence's linear Main Street/ 
Bailey Street "Business District". Its wide-span spaces, tall, expansive storefront, 
and carefully detailed Main Street facade, make it a good example of the Early 20th 
Century Commercial or Neo-Classical architectural style. H. H. Freeman purchased the 
building in 1918, and made the southern 2/3rds of the building headquarters for his 
Pinal Lumber & Hardware Company for over half a century. Today the structure houses a
IVERfcAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-10

North 82 ft of the South 84 ft of Block 149, Townsite of Florence plus adjacent 20 ft 
by 82 ft on the West.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-22

trance doors have been remodelled. A wood and metal sidewalk canopy (or "metal awning"), 
suspended from the parapet wall with metal tie rods, was added after 1941. Metal 
roofing covers a flat wood-framed roof. The second bay from the north end of Fl-22 
originally contained tall double garage-type doors, for loading and deliveries. The 
building remains in good condition, and restoration to original integrity is mainly a 
matter of store-front rehabilitation.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

hardware business, and in a smaller rental space at its north end, the office of the 
Florence Reminder and Blade-Tribune, the town's weekly newspaper.



PROPERTY NAME
William Clark House Significant Fl-23
ILOCATIOK

Southwest corner of Main
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

& 10th Streets
CITY/TOWN/V1C1NITY
Florence

[COUNTY 
iPinal

Gopherbroke Investments Inc
:OWNER'S ADDRESS

JBox 708 
Florence, AZ 85232

FORK COMPLETED BY 

Harris J. Sobin. AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
JDAIE 

iJune 1978
VIEW
Front facade from East
PRESENl
Vacant

ACREAGE 
11,165 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERTGD
Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT. DATES
Built in 1884

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
This is a two-story detached dwelling, approximately square in plan, built with full 
(more than 10 ft) setbacks from all four property lines. Approximate overall dimensions 
are 38 ft wide (N-S) by 42 ft deep (E-W) by 26 ft maximum height. Exterior walls 
(originally) mud-plastered adobe; the blocks are now mostly exposed due to erosion. 
A standing seam sheet iron roof covers a timber-framed truncated hip roof. Wood shinqle 
roofed, timber-framed bay window and porch are major features on the building's front 
facade. The setbacks were originally landscaped with olive trees, some of which are
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is the second example of the Late Transitional mode of architecture to be 
built in Florence. With its elegantly detailed Anglo-Victorian prefabricated timber 
entrance porch and louvered bay window, combined with its Sonoran adobe walls and 
"four-square" floor plan, this house is an excellent illustration of the more sophistic­ 
ated level of cultural fusion in architecture which developed in Central Arizona in the 
years immediately following the completion of the Southern Pacific's transcontinental 
route in 1883. William Clark, as a mining engineer for the Silver King Mine, started
[VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-029A

Block 28, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 2 ft by 125 ft adjacent on the 
South, plus 20 ft by 134 ft adjacent on the West, plus 7 ft by 125 ft adjacent on the 
North, excluding the South 54 ft of Block 28.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-23

still alive. The building is in a relatively poor state of repair and is in need of 
prompt roof and wall maintenance to stabilize the structure against further erosion. 
Full restoration though not impossible would tend to be feasible only with the help 
of a sizeable investment.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

building this house for his bride-to-be and completed it shortly after the wedding. 
He used the 2nd floor as an assay office (access was by an exterior timber stair). 
Clark was later responsible for a detailed official study of the mineral potential 
of Pinal County's various mining districts then developing east of Florence. The 
house later served as the residence of Richard E. Sloan, Arizona's last Territorial 
Governor.



>!<OPEm NAME Denier & Richmond, later 
Michea & Arballo General Merchandise Store Sianificant Fl-24
.OCATION 12 is Main Street;
Northwest corner of Main & 12th Streets.

ICURRENt PHOTOGRAPH

; ITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

[COUNTY
I Final

Eric C. Strube, Jr. & PatriciaSharron as J/T 
FADDRESS

Box 707 
iFlorence, AZ 85232

fFORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

JADDPESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

DATE
iJune 1978

VIEW
From Southeast

Commercial
[ACREAGE

i7250 SF
STYLE OR ciiLTUKfilTPERiOUEarly Transitional 
transf'm'd to Neo-Classical Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built in 1890 (S. 30 fthca. 
1917-18 (N. 20 ft); transformed ca. 1918

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial structure in the form of an elongated rectangle on plan, built 
with its east, south and west facades on the Main, 12th and Granite Street property 
lines respectively. The building was constructed in two phases: Phase A (the south 30 
ft), built in 1890, originally adobe-walled Early Transitional, approximately 30 ft 
wide (N-S) by 145 ft long (E-W) by 23 ft high, and Phase B (the north 20 ft), built ca. 
1917-1918, approximately 20 ft wide (N-S) by 145 ft long (E-W) by 23 ft high. The north, 
south and west exterior walls of both phases were originally raw adobe with a tall,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significant as the location of what was one of the leading business firms in Florence 
during late Territorial/early statehood times, the Michea-Arballo Mercantile Company, 
this structure also represents a major manifestation of the trend, in the early decades 
of the 20th century, toward "transforming" earlier adobe structures (here by use of a 
brick veneer) giving them the appearance of more "up-to-date" styles. Adobe structures 
were transformed not just for better stability and .waterproofing, but also for increased 
cultural acceptability, during a period of growing Anglo-American influence. While this

fVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION———————————;———————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-032

South 50 ft of Block 29, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus the 20 ft by 50 
ft adjacent on the West.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-24

decorative timber and glass "false front" on the east (Main Street) facade of Phase A, 
concealing the gable roof behind. Phase B originally had a sheet metal on frame front. 
Later, probably about 1917, a light buff-colored pressed brick exterior veneer was added 
to the Main Street facade and 12th Street corner, with common red brick veneer elsewhere 
This remodelling included a new glazed shopfront, and a cantilevered sidewalk '-metal 
awning", braced to brick piers on the facade^ using elegantly-designed "Prairie Style 11 
doubled metal brackets, and braced to the parapet above with metal tie-rods fitted 
with turnbuckles and wall-plates. Main Street parapet wall is topped by a complex 
pressed-metal cornice in the form of a classical entablature. Rolled asphalt roofing 
covers a wood truss-framed gable roof (Phase A) and a timber-framed flat roof (Phase B). 
The interior has sufficient clear height to allow a partial second floor office or 
storage balcony at the rear. The building is in good conditionj and could be readily 
restored or rehabilitated at relatively modest cost.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

building in its original (1890) form was a bicultural Transitional style hybrid 
(adobe walls, framed gable roof), the later (ca. 1917) addition of a brick exterior 
with appropriate detail ing,transformed it into an example of the Neo-Classical Revival 
(or Early 20th Century Commercial) style, thus completing its"Americanizationl' Today, 
it is difficult to perceive in Fl-24 anything more than a typical American business 
block of the 1915-1925 era. The building has housed at least three local mercantile 
firms: Denier & Richmond (1890-96), C.R. Michea & Co. (1897-1906), and the Michea- 
Arballo Mercantile Co. (1907-ca. 1927). Later it was utilized as the local National 
Guard Armory, and still later as the "Florence Five & Ten Store" (ca. 1960). Fl-24 
is still in use today as a general store.



ARIZONA
I———————————

AME

2nd E.N. Fish & Cp./Collingwood & Co. Store I Significant jn-25
.OCATION
Block bounded by Main, Bailey., 6th & Ruggles
:TTY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence

fCURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

(COUNTY
! Final

iAmerican Legion Post No. 9
)WNER f S ADDRESS

Box 823
Florence, AZ 85232

IFORJ-1 COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
iDDFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

I

DATE 1
Sept 1979 1

.............. J
VIEW 1
From Northwest J
PRESENT USE
American Legion (bar, meeting hall)

ACREAGE I 
15,625 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1874
HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building, L-shaped in plan, built with its north, south and 
west street facades on the parcel's Ruggles Avenue, 6th and Main Street: property lines 
respectively and with the other sides of the building facing inward toward a courtyard 
enclosed by a high adobe wall, which was originally a freight yard/livery stable. The 
N-S "west wing" of the "L" (along Main Street) is approximately 36 ft deep (E-W) by 
125 ft long; the E-W "south wing" is 25 ft deep (N-S) by 62 ft long (E-W). Maximum 
building height above grade is 24 ft. Exterior walls were originally raw adobe (later 
stuccoed)on a rubble stone foundation. Asphalt shingles replace wood shingles as____
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This is one of the very first examples of the Early Transitional style in Florence. It 
is also the second (and last) location of the Florence branch of the prominent Tucson 
firm of E. N. Fish '& Co. As chief produce buyers, source of supplies and bankers to 
the valley farmers, this firm was responsible for providing the economic foundation of 
the town's early success and extraordinary growth as an agricultural trading center. 
Fish & Co. continued to play an important role during the Florence area's mining boom by 
extending large scale credit to the Silver King Mine. Thus in many ways, Fl-25 cons­ 
tituted the business heart of Florence during the town's early, formative years. Joseph v^EHTKOUNMRY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————————————————————'

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-052 

All of Block 80, Townsite of Florence

Zoning: 82



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-25

covering for a timber-framed multi-gabled roof structure. A fireplace, with fired 
brick chimney is centered in one of the West wing's transverse interior walls. The 
original elegant exterior wood trim included exterior solid wood four-panel shutters 
on some window openings, plus pedimented door and window casings; this trim has been 
removed. The building's original four-panel doors and double-hung window sash have 
been mostly replaced with modern (and discordant) substitutes including glass block. 
Several original window and door openings have recently been blocked up, either partly 
or completely. In recognition of its present use as the building's major entrance, 
the exterior of one doorway on Main Street has been trimmed with an arched casing of 
concrete block.

During the 1870s and 80s, cottonwood street trees watered by an open acequia, thrived 
along this structure's Main Street facade. Today the trees are gone except for the 
row of young cottonwoods planted along Ruggles Avenue by the town in 1976.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Collingwood, manager of Fish & Co.'s Florence operation, continued the business on 
his own when Fish closed out in 1877. Wells Fargo Express opened its local office 
the same year in this building, and located in the second doorway north on the corner 
along Main Street. The Silver King Telegraph Co. office was also housed in this 
building. At the peak of the Fish/Collingwood firm's activities, frame haylofts (E & 
sides) and a storage cellar (SW corner) were added to the adobe-walled freight yard. 
By the late 1890s, the west wing of Fl-25 contained hotel rooms and an office, its 
south wing a saloon and dining room, and a kitchen and wagon shed were situated in 
the courtyard. From early statehood until the mid-194Qs the west wing of Fl-25 
contained a series of "tenement dwellings". Florence's American Legion Post is the 
current occupant and owner of the building.



OPKUPERIY NAME
|

Charles Rapp Saloon/lst Tunnel Saloon Significant FT-26
LOCATION 719 Main Street; east side of Main 
between 6th & 8th Streets.

1CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

[COUNTY 
! Final

[William A. Roy
>WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 569
Florence, AZ 85232

[FORM COMPLETED BY
lHarris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE

lJune 1978

From West
'RESENT USE

Vacant retail space
(ACREAGE
12875 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built mid-1870s
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A single story commercial building, characterized by a long narrow rectangular plan-form, 
and narrow frontage on Main Street. Originally a "corner building", this structure's 
west and south facades initially were located directly on the parcel's Main and 7th 
Street property lines. The building's north facade is on the parcel's corresponding 
property line. Fl-26 occupies roughly half of the depth of the parcel. A finely 
detailed timber-framed arcade, L-shaped on plan and supported on square chamfered wood 
posts originally sheltered the building's Main and 7th Street facades but does not
fSIATEMENT OF"SIGNIFICANCE

The Rapp Saloon is by far the most intact of the four remaining untransformed examples 
of the adobe-walled, earth-roofed Sonoran tradition which still stand on Main Street: 
Fl-26 exemplifies the earliest non-Indian building tradition utilized in Arizona during 
Territorial times , thus contributes in a unique way toward maintaining the integrity of 
both Main Street and the district as broadly representative cross-sections of Central 
Arizona urban architecture during both Territorial and early statehood periods. Chicago- 
born Charles Rapp, who first came to Arizona to work at the Vulture Mine near Wickenburg,
fVERBAL BOUNDARY,

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-069

South 21 ft of Block 104, Townsite of Florence, plus 2 ft adjacent on the South.

Zoning; B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-26

survive today. Building dimensions are approximately 21 ft wide (N-S) by 72 ft deep 
(E-W) by 16 ft high, Exterior walls, originally raw adobe and now stuccoed, were later 
topped by a double fired-brick cap course of corbelled headers. Three canales (rain 
spouts) project from the outer surface of the building's Main Street parapet wall. 
Rolled asphalt covers the original earth roof supported by Sahuaro ribs on round log 
beams, presently concealed by a composition-board ceiling. A later cantilevered 
"metal awning" braced to the top of the cap course with metal tie-rods, replaces the 
original timber-framed arcade along Main Street. The building's original wood trim, doors 
and windows have been removed from door and window openings^and the Main Street window 
enlarged. The building is in good condition, .and only requires a relatively modest 
effort to restore or rehabilitate.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

arrived in Florence in 1875 (residence: Fl-11). By the 1880s census* he was listed 
as "keeping [a] saloon", advertised in the local paper two years later as featuring 
an "Elegant Club & Reading Room in Connection with the Bar". After 1885 the building 
housed a series of varied uses. From 1886 to 1888 it was the first location of John 
Keating's famous "Tunnel Saloon". Still a saloon in 1890, by 1898 it had become a 
grocery store, by 1911 a restaurant, by 1960 the town's Western Union office, and by 
the mid-1970s, it housed a plumbing business. The building is vacant today.



FRTYL.l\ I fc

NAME
Florence Pharmacy/Black Cat Cafe/Old Taco Inn Significant, Fl-27
LOCATION soi Ma i n street;
East side of Main between 6th & 8th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CTTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Pinal

& Amelia Ramirez 1/2 UI as J/T 
Robert & Mercy Ramirez 1/2 UI as J/T ____
OWNER 'S^DDRESS

|Man<uel £ Amelia Ramirez 
Box 24 
Florence, AZ 85232

COMPLETED BY
Harris' J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
iDale H. Frens

©ATE
lJune 1878

PRESENT USE 
Commercial

ACREAGE 
2813 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD _ _ Ort , „
Early 20th Century 

Commercial/Meo-Cl.asslcal Revival_______
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1914
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
This single story commercial structure was built on a portion of the southern half of 7th 
Street legally closed,by action of the Town Council in 1911. The front facade of this 
structure is on the Main Street property line, its north facade set back 5 ft from the 
north property line, its south facade contiguous with the adjacent building to the south 
and its east facade set back approximately 50 ft from the parcel's Bailey Street property 
line. Approximate building dimensions are 25 ft wide (N-S) by 75 ft deep (E-W) by 18.5 ft 
high. Exterior walls are stuccoed brick. The Main Street parapet wall was designed with

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Despite various external surface modifications (e.g., stucco finish and fined-in side 
windows), this structure still retains perhaps the best example in the district of an 
Early 20th Century Commercial/Neo-Classical Revival style interior. Above a recent 
uspended acoustic tile ceiling is a superb example of a pressed-metal ceiling, complete 
ith cornices and a ventilated decorative "center". Early interior photographs suggest 

that above the pressed-metal ceiling, the original and elegant painted plaster ceiling of 
)evine's Florence Pharmacy (the structure's first occupant) may still exist intact. Much

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-.OQ1

15 ft of the 30 ft adjacent on the North of the East half of Block 124, Town site of 
:lorence, plus the North 30 ft adjacent on the North of the West half of Block 124> Town- 
site of Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-27

a pressed-metal cornice above a recessed horizontal panel (for painted signage) above 
a string course or ledger (later removed). The parapet is topped by a single-layer 
corbelled brick cap course. A recent shingle-roofed "Western Front" type timber sidewalk 
arcade supported on rough round log posts replaces an earlier cantilevered "metal awning" 
which was braced to the parapet wall by metal tie-rods. Behind the log-columned arcade 
and a rather extensive interior "restyling", the building is essentially intact 5 requiring 
only a modest effort for complete restoration.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

of the rest of the building's original fabric has also survived, including most "of the 
door and window trim in segmentally arched openings on its rear (east) facade.

This building is one of the first of a sizeable number of structures in the district to 
have been built,starting circa 1911, on land originally dedicated as public streets. 
Because of the combination of a relatively low ratio of buildable land to street area 
permitted by the town's original "Ruggles grid" and growing pressure for new construction, 
the Town Council began to close off some streets about 19li, granting adjoining owners 
quitclaim deeds to that half of the public way adjacent to their properties, usually for 
a charge of $5.00 to cover filing costs. Fl-27 was constructed on a building parcel 
created in this same manner, and deeded in 1911 to Joseph Spinas (residence: Fl-32), then 
owner of the land directly adjacent to the south. After the construction of Fl-27 (in 
1913 or early 1914) Spinas leased the building to his son-in-law, pharmacist and justice 
of the peace Edwin B. Devine, for use as the third Main Street location of Devine's 
Florence Pharmacy" (and icecream parlor). By the following decade, the building had been 
taken over by Yeddo Leos to house his "Black Cat Cafe" restaurant. More recently, the 
structure has been used as the "Old Taco Inn", a restaurant specializing in Mexican 
dishes.



.ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY
PROPERTY NAME
Lile Bakery/Ah Lee Store/Oak Tavern Significant F1-28
LOCATION 805 Main Street; 
East side of Main between 6th & 8th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence
OWNER

COUNTY
Final

Lindolfo R. & Margaret A. Moraga as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 313
Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens
VIEW 
From West
{PRESENT USE

Commercial (bar)
ACREAGE

3406 SF
YLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD-~ ~~~Sonoran, transformed to

Early 20th Century Commercial/Neo-Classical Rev
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built 1880; transformed ca. 1910
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
This single story commercial building, rectangular in plan, was initially constructed on 
the corner of Main and 7th (since abandoned), with its west and north facades on the par- 
cels's original Main and 7th Street property lines respectively, and its south facade 
contiguous with the adjacent structure to the south. Approximate building dimensions: 
39.5 ft wide (N-S) by 72 ft deep (E-W) by 18 ft high. Exterior walls, originally raw 
adobe, were veneered in brick about 1910; the brick was still more recently stuccoed. On 
Main Street, the top of the building's parapet wall is formed as a stylized "entablature", 
consisting of two brick string courses, each one course high, separated by a rolok course
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of this structure lies partly in the fact that it is one of the relatively 
few buildings in the district to have been transformed from Sonoran adobe directly to one 
of the later brick styles. Thus it "leapfrogged 11 over the intermediate phase of the 
Transitional mode. The structure is also significant because it was leased for some years 
as a general store by Ah Lee, prominent Florence merchant, hotel proprietor (Fl-1.6), and 
a member of the small community of Chinese business people who arrived soon after the 
settlement of Florence, and remained as an integral part of ther town.'s social and economic 
structure. •_________________________________[continued -*J|%iijl*-£iii4tf'IBtiJrfi»lii4«iiWJ»»*l «H '• l*m ii"""««(''iM l lii>»l''«l«l«««*l | IHim^*ITm^N •..•..iiiiiiiiimiiiiniii.i i IMIIIIII ii ,,i, H.IM^II.IH.U.KI.MM.III i i i i i .. • .1 „.,..,•,!.« i. .in mi iniiniliiiiim ' mi I ' ' II.II.M.... imTViaiH^a^.iim m» Hiiinii H.rtiin mil m ,, inn- ......1,1,1,VERBAL EfetiNDARX DESCRIPTION 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-002

North 39.5 ft of the West half of Block 124, Townsite of Florence, plus the 15 ft adjacent 
on the North of the East half of Block 124, FT-28 is located on the North 39.5 ft of the 
West half of Block 124.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) FT-28

of angled brick. About a foot below this "entablature" is located an applied pressed- 
metal cornice molding. Behind the parapet, rolled asphalt roofing covers a flat wood- 
framed roof structure. Probably added at the same time as the brick facing was a large 
L-shaped cantilevered sloping "timber awning", protecting the building's Main.and 7th 
Street facades. This canopy was braced to the walls of the building with diagonal 
metal struts. An intricate ornamental wood scroll work was attached to its lower edge. 
A portion of this awning was removed about 1913 when the next building north (Fl-27) 
was constructed in the south half of 7th Street. The balance of the "awning" was 
removed, probably in the 1950s, to be replaced with an intrusive wood-shingle roofed 
timber sidewalk "Western Front" arcade, supported on round log posts. The posts were 
recently replaced by concrete slump block piers. Though much altered from its original 
appearance, the building appears to be in sound condition, and is restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Available evidence suggests that among the earliest occupants of this building was J.M. 
Lile's bakery (1889 to about 1892). Ah Lee's "General Merchandise, Liquors, Tobacco 
& Cigars" store was located here from about 1909 to 1913, followed by the Phil Nicholas 
Meat*Market (1914-1920), a restaurant (1941), and for the last 20 years, Mayor James 
Avenenti's Oak Tavern (a bar).



PROPERTY NAME Cuen House and Butcher Shop/First
Telephone Exchange Significant Ff-29
LOCATION 1201 Main Street;
Southeast corner,.Main & llth Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

OWNER
Mountain States Telephone

COUNTY 
Final

& Telegraph Co,

FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

DATE 
Sept 1979

VIEW
From 'Northwest
PRESENT USE 
Vacant Commercial

ACREAGE 
2325 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran, transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built prior to 1882; transformed after 1941
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial structure, originally L-shaped on plan. Later demolitions and 
additions have produced its present nearly square plan form. The structure is built with 
its west and north facades on the parcel's Main and llth Street property lines respective­ 
ly. Approximate building dimensions: 31 ft wide (N-S) by 37 ft deep (E-W) by 16.5 ft 
maximum height (to gable ridge). Exterior walls are of stucco on adobe, except for the 
Main Street facade, to which a dark brown colored board-and-batten wood facing has been 
added. Corrugated metal roofing covers a wood-framed gable-pius-leanto roof structure 
Installpd. fr.a. 1915-19?^ ahnvp thp building's original wood-supported flat Sonoran-type
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
In addition to constituting a good example of Transformed Sonoran architecture, (one of the 
few representatives of this mode left on Main Street), this early adobe for many years 
housed Florence's first Telephone Exchange. Available evidence suggests that the building 
was originally built as a residence and shop by Francisco Cuen, a butcher. As initially 
constructed, the building was L-shaped 5 with two one-room-wide wings, the longer one 
(residence?) fronting on llth Street, and the shorter one (shop?) on Main. The building 
interior was extensively remodeled in October, 1910 for use as Florence's first "telephone 
central office". At about this time, the structure's llth Street wing was shortened. The
VERBAL BOUNDARY INSCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-039

North 31 ft of Block 181, Townsite of Florence, excluding the East 50 ft.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-29

earth roof. After 1941, a new "back room" was built, transforming the L-plan into 
the present square. The new room is equipped with a large skylight, helping to maintain 
pre-existing daylighting levels inside the building. Except for a portion of metal roof­ 
ing damaged in a recent wind storm, and its wood-veneered front facade, Fl-29 is in good 
condition, with much of its interior and exterior form quite intact. The building is 
readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

building continued in use as the town's telephone exchange until after 1941. By 1960 
it had become the office of attorneys Tom Fulbright and Ernest McFarland (see FT-38). 
Fulbright, a prominent Florence lawyer, served as Pinal County District Attorney and, 
late^as Attorney for the Town of Florence. During this period a new room was added to 
the building's southeast corner, to bring it up to its present square plan form.



OS

'KuPERTY NAME
}esus MartInez/C"kemertte Rorno Residen:ce Significant Fl-30
OCATION 805 Bailey Street; 

jEast side of Bailey between 6th & 8th Streets.
JCITY/TOWN/VICINITY JCOUMTY
iFlorence I Final

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

H" i:vaKCletus & Ethel Ball 3/4 UI; Margaret Gran- 
illo 1/8 UI;Barbara E. & Jack R. Moraga 1/8 UI 
{OWNER'S ADDRESS

•CRN COMPLETED BY
iarris J. Sobin, AIA
1ADDRESS

5550 N. Skyway Road 
"ucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
^rris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE |
J5ept 1979 1

VIEW j
From Northwest !
PRESENT USE jACREAGE
Residence Si9,3.75 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1875; transformed ca. 1912-14

HYSICAL DESCRIPTION

his is a single story detached dwelling, U-shaped in plan, built with its north facade 
on the parcel's original 7th Street property line, its west facade on the Bailey Street 
property line, and its south facade on the parcel's south property line. Approximate 
Dverall building dimensions: 62 ft (N-S) along Bailey Street, 55 ft (E-W) along the south 
facade and -38 ft (E-W)' along the north (7th Street) facade. The north wing is 21 ft 
deep-(N-S), the south wing is 15 ft to 16 ft deep (N-S) and the west wing is 18 ft deep 
(E-W). Exterior walls are stucco on adobe. Corrugated metal roofing on a wood-framed
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fhe significance of this building resides chiefly in its special architectural qualities, 
Find in the fact of its exceptionally intact and unaltered interior (which has survived 
50 well in part due to the addition of the protective Anglo-style metal roof). Sonoran 
louse plan-types were usually developed through an assemblage over time of small one-room 
modules" (limited in size by the span of available log beams). This produced a range 
f plan-types, from single modules to various kinds of multi-module configurations, in- 
luding the U-shape and even fully-enclosed patio-centered layouts. Fl-30 is the only
VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-004

] of Block 125, plus the 30 ft adjacent on the North. 

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-30

hip-roof structure was installed about 1912-1914 over an original earth roof supported 
by sahuaro rib decking on round log beams and girders. On the interior, the original 
Sonoran roof structure is fully visible, and clearly intact. The original manta (cloth 
ceiling) has been removed but its light wood framing remains. The building's original 
wood trim, doors and double-hung windows are remakably intact. In general, this is 
probably the best-preserved, least-altered of Florence's Sonoran structures, with an 
excellent potential for restoration or rehabilitation.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

extant Sonoran house in Florence which achieved the development of a U-shaped plan-type, 
resulting in a patio enclosed on all but one side.

There is little evidence available which helps identify the builder or a construction 
date for Fl-30. However, recorded deeds suggest that Jesus Martinez, a local farmer 
originally from New Mexico, may have built at least a portion of the structure by about 
the mid-1870s. In 1880, Martinez conveyed an undivided one-half interest in the parcel 
to Clemente Romo, an adobe mason, for $300.00 (a price which suggests a structure may 
have already existed on the parcel.) and the same month, Romo took out a $600 mortgage 
on the property. Cox's survey map of 1882 indicates the structure completed to its 
present size and shape. By 1883, Romo had become sole owner of the entire parcel. By 
1890, the building was subdivided into three separate units, becoming a single dwelling 
some time between 1912 and 1915. The various uses of the units demonstrate the inherently 
high degree of internal flexibility provided by this simple type of "modular planning". 
Prior to 1915, the three units each had its own entrance from Bailey Street and were used 
as follows: the northernmost unit was a store (1898-1911), the central unit was a 
residence, and the southernmost unit a meat market (1890). The three units were only 
consolidated as a single residence after 1915.



SAME
[Brunenkant's City Bakery/Florence Town Library || Significant Fl-31
.OCATION 901 Bailey Street; ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

[Southeast....corner of Bailev &• 8th Streets
CITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
Florence

iCGUNlY
Pinal

Town of Florence
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 490
Florence, AZ 85232

FORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(ADDS ESS
16550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718

>HOTG BY
iDale H. Frens

JDATE
jjune 1878

VIEW
From Southwest
PRESENT LT SE

Town Library____ 
STYLE OR "CULTURAL PERIOD
American Victorian

ACREAGE 

J7813 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in 1889-1890: rehabilitated in 1873
5HYSICAL DESCRIPTION I

This is a two-story commercial building, a long rectangle in plan plus a small attached | 
one-story wing on the rear (east) facade. This structure was built as a "corner building"! 
with its west and north facades located directly on the parcel's Bailey and 8th Street j 
property lines. Approximate overall building dimensions: 22 ft wide (N-S) by 62 ft deep 
(E-W). Exterior walls are made of locally-produced "soft" sand-struck brick on a ba­ 
saltic stone foundation wall. On the street facades (north and west sides) of the two 
story portion of• the building, an ornate parapet projects beyond the wall surface, and
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This American-Victorian building is significant (1), because of its intrinsic archi­ 
tectural value and quality, (2), because it effectively symbolizes the early and sub­ 
stantial contribution of displaced Europeans to the economic, cultural and environmental 
qualities of the town, and (3), because it was the first historic structure in Florence 
to have been rehabilitated (in this case for public use). The building is a fine example 
of the American-Victorian conception of an urban commercial structue. Its rectilinear 
form, street-side cornices and blind side-wall make it well adapted for use as part of a

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-011

North half of Block 147, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-31

has a row of corbelled brick courses in a dentil pattern below a projecting denticulate 
band and a two-course brick parapet cap. On the other hand, the parapet on the south 
and east (non-street) sides of the building's main volume is flush with the wall 
surface, and topped only with the two-course brick parapet cap. Rock-faced cut lintels 
and sills of major door and window openings are of locally-quarried mauve-colored stone 
(probably rhyolite). Behind the parapet walls is a flat timber-framed roof structure 
covered with rolled asphalt. Access to the second floor was originally by means of a 
double exterior straight-run wood stairway, located on the building's south side. On 
the second floor, a small, elaborate bracketed metal balcony originally projected from 
the center of the north (8th Street) facade. Both stair and balcony have been removed, 
and the original access door has been filled in. The building has a nearly full-sized 
basement with access by an exterior stair in an areaway adjacent to the south facade. 
The building was initially designed to house a bakery and bake-shop on the ground floor, 
plus rental space on the second floor. The bakery's ovens were located in the small 
one-story 'bake house 1 wing at the rear. When rehabilitated in 1973 for adpative use 
as the Town Library, about two-thirds of the second floor was removed, a new interior 
stair installed, the main entrance was shifted from the west (Bailey Street) to the 
south facade, and a column-supported arcade was added to the west facade. The building, 
in good condition, is well maintained.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

contiguous row of commercial buildings in a city block.

The structure was originally built for a Dutch-born grocer and baker, Conrad Brunenkant, 
who came to Florence from Pinal City in 1889, after the closing of the Silver King Mine. 
His "City Bakery" building opened in April, 1890 with a free dance. Brunenkant's son, 
Alvin, continued a family grocery business on the ground floor into the 1930s, and also 
served several terms as the town's mayor. The building continued to house a grocery 
store into the early 1960s. The second floor of the building was initially used as 
Doctor Albert Adler's office (1890-92), then as hotel rooms (ca. 1898-1910), and from ca 
1914 until after 1941 as headquarters for the local chapter of the "Alianza Hispano- 
Americana 11 , a fraternal order. After some years of remaining vacant, the structure 
was rehabilitated in 1973 by the Florence Library Board for adaptive use as the Town 
Library. This effort was aided by a successful local fund drive and by the Florence 
Industrial Development Authority.
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Jacob Suter Residence/Final 
[County Visitor Center Significant Fl-32
.OCATION 906 Final Street;
West side of Final Street bet. 8th & 10th Sts.

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ITY/TOWN/VICINir 
IFlorence

jCOUNTY

! Final
. industrial Development Authority of 

the Town of Florence, Inc.
fOWNER'S, ADDRESS 
(Jacob Suter House
(906 Final Street 
Florence, AZ 85232

I Harris J. Sobin,:AIA
LDDRESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
flucson, AZ 85718

JHOTO BY
iDale H. Frens

pATE
Uune 1978

r IEW
IFrorn Northeast
PRESENT LJSEp inal €ounty Visitor (ACREAGE
[Center & Industrial Authority officej 4188 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1888, remodelled 1917, rehab. 1976
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A single story detached dwelling, approximately square in plan, built with the outer 
faces of its adobe walls set back a porch-width (about 10 ft) from the parcel's north 
and east property lines and from its south (originally the 9th Street) property line. 
Approximate building dimensions (including verandas on all four sides): 50 ft wide 
(E-W) by 55 ft deep (N-S) by 23 ft in maximum height (to top of mansard roof). Exterior 
walls are stucco on adobe. Originally, N-S interior walls were of mud-plastered adobe. 
E-W interior walls were of double-walled wood frame construction. Corrugated metal
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE'

This building is an excellent example of the Late Transitional style, characterized by 
the use of Spanish-Mexican sun-dried adobe walls and pyramidal frame wood-shingled, 
Anglo-American roofs, porches, and full setbacks. The building also provides evidence 
of the presence of displaced Europeans and their contributions to the early economic and 
cultural life of the town. This house was built by Jacob Suter, a Swiss-born tinsmith, 
hardware merchant and prominent Florence citizen who served as a member of the Final 
County Board of Supervisors and as its Chairman during the period 1883-1886. His elegant
VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRlJfTLON—————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-012

East 67 ft of the South half of Block 147, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-32

roofing replaces original wood shingles on a wood-framed mansard (or truncated hip) 
roof structure. A 12 ft wide brick wing, containing an indoor bathroom.and kitchen, 
was added by a later owner across the north end of the house during the period 1897- 
1910. This wing was removed and replaced by an extension of the original veranda 
during the 1975-76 rehabilitation of the building for adaptive use as Pinal County 
Visitor Center and headquarters for the Florence Industrial Development Authority. 
The plan of this house was initially a typical center-hall or zaguan layout. A wood 
attic floor and 13 ft high flat redwood T & G ceilings nailed to either side of wood 
ceiling joists, were under a mansardic dimensioned-!umber-framed roof. Both the roof 
and the attic floor were supported by exterior and center hall adobe walls. The attic stai 
was built within the interior space of one of the double wood-framed interior partition 
walls. Access to the stair was probably by an exterior door located at the center of 
the west facade. About 1917, a later owner, Joseph Spinas, remodelled the east side 
of the house interior in the Bungalow style. This remodelling included removal of 
one of the center hall's side walls, plus one of the double frame cross walls between 
two adjacent rooms, creating a typical Bungalow-type combined living-dining room. New 
lower (10 ft) ceilings were installed throughout the house, and the front (south side) 
door was relocated. The 1976 rehabilitation reversed most of these 1917 changes, re­ 
taining all original (Transitional style) portions of the interior.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

new house, with its shingled roof and central hall, was itself proof of how far the 
town had moved in the direction of a more stable and increasingly sophisticated 
frontier culture, from its rough and at times violent start only 30 years before. 
Later owners included Joseph Spinas (from 1898 to 1918), wealthy rancher responsible 
for the Bungalow-style interior remodelling of 1917, and after his death, one of his 
married daughters, Eleanor Spinas Nicholas (from 1918 to 1933).



iJoseph Spinas "Rental" House Significant Fl-33
.OCATION 10Q9 Bailey Street; Northeast corner (JCUKRENT PHOTOGRAPH 

[of Bailey & 10th Streets
fCITY/TOWN/ VICINITY
iFlorence Final

[Kellner C. Ellington
JWNER'S ADDRESS

[Box 322 
iFlorence, AZ 85232

(FORK COMPLETED BY 
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDSESS
[
[6550 N. Skyway Road 
fTucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY

Ham's ...J. Sob in, AIA
JDATE

ISept 1979
VIEW
From Southwest
'RESENT US

[Residence
jACREAGE 
110,125 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
American-Victorian transformed to Bungalow
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1913
HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwell ing, built with full setbacks (10 ft or more) on all four 
sides! Approximate building dimensions: 45 ft wide (N-S)'by 32 ft deep (E-W; including 
porch). Exterior walls: exposed local sand-struck brick. Interior and porch floor 
level is about 3 feet above grade. Corrugated sheet metal roofing on timber-framed hip 
roof structure, with attic dormer vent on the portion of roof directly above the center 
of front (west) entrance facade. An open porch was added within two years of initial 
construction date to the west side of this building, and covered by a more gently pitched

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This building is significant from both architectural and historical stand points. Sty­ 
listically, the building combines an original core of simple, "pattern book" American- 
Victorian (brick walls;"segmented arches; full setbacks) with slightly later additions 
exemplifying the Bungalow style (full-width front porch; elaborate stick-brackets con­ 
necting porch roof structure to supporting brick piers; horizontally-proportioned attic 
vent). The house was built by local contractor George Smith for its first owner, Joseph 
Spinas, as rental income property. A naturalized citizen of Swiss origin, Spinas was a

fVESBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-023

South 81 ft of Block 158, Townsite of Florence. Fl-33 is located on the Western half of 
this parcel; it thus shares the same parcel with Fl-126.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-33

continuation of the building's hip roof. The porch is supported on its outer edge by 
a row of slender square brick piers. Door and window openings in exterior walls are 
formed using segmental brick arches. The interior's rough-plastered walls and wood 
trim are intact, and well maintained by the present owner.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

prominent and successful Pinal County cattle rancher. In 1871,-Spinas working in 
partnership with his two brothers, built one of the first irrigation ditches in the 
Florence area to have been constructed on the north side of the Gila, called the 
Spinas or Swiss ditch. Spinas ranched in the Owl Heads district southeast of Florence 
in the 1880s, and moved to Florence about 1898 (residence: FT-32).
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NAME

Joseph Spinas House Garage Neutral Fl- 33$
.OCATION CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

11009 Bailey Street (Garage)
ICITY/TOWN/VICINITY 
"lorence

IcOlJNTY
i Final

Kellner C. Elllngton
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 322
Florence, AZ 85232
rOBK COMPLETED BY

iHarris J. Sobin. AIA
ADDRESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE 
jjune 1978

[VIEW
From South

Garage
STYLE OR CULTUSAL PERIOD

Contemporary/Utilitarian

ACREAGE: 
lO,125 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built post-1960
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story automobile garage, built with its front facade on the parcel's south (10th 
Street) property line. Approximate building dimensions^? ft wide (E-W) by 25 ft deep 
(N-S). Exterior walls: exposed brick-size concrete block, wood-framed gable roof covered 
with corrugated metal roofing. The building is in good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the context of the "mixed" site emplacement and building form tradition of the town's 
Main Street/Bailey Street subarea where this accessory structure is located, its "zero- 
setback" street-side siting and simple gabled form help it achieve a relatively high 
degree of compatibility with its older, less purely utilitarian neighbors. This structure 
replaces an older, smaller corrugated-metal garage which stood from ca. 1913 until after 
1941 immediately to the west of F1-33A.. F1-33A is ancillary to Fl-33, the Joseph Spinas 
"Rental House".

•VERBAL "BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-023

South 81 ft of Block 158, Townsite of Florence (located on Southern portion of same 
parcel as Fl-33).

Zoning: TR



iCosgrove/Nicholas/Aguilar Residence Significant Fl-34
[LOCATION
1101 Bailey Street

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

C T.TY / TOWN / VICINITY
Florence

JCOUNTY
i Final

jGeorge R. Ehrhardt 1/2 UI;Hary H. "Person 1/2 Ul|
>WNER'S ADDRESS'

Box 127
Albert Lea, MN 56007
FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
JADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
iDale H. Frens

jDATE
lJune 1978

Front facade from West

Residence
[ACREAGE

;7813 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERiGl)

Sonoran transformed to 
Early Transitional .transf. to American Victorial
SIGNIFICANT DATES Bu ilt ca. 1878;t'f'd to Early 
Trans. bet 1891 & 98;t'fd to A-V bet 1900-10
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, rectangular in plan, built with its west facade set back 
about 10 ft (about a porch-width) from the parcel's Bailey Street property line, and with! 
its south facade approximately 2 ft from the parcel's south property line. Approximate 
overall building dimensions: 45 ft long (N-S) by 38 ft deep (E-W). The building was buiV 
in two distinct phases: Phase A (western third), built ca. 1878 (approximately 45 ft 
(N-S) by 15 ft (E-W), originally Sonoran, transformed to Early Transitional between 1891 
and 1898 by addition of a wood-shingled, wood-framed gable roof structure over the

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This structure is significant for its intrinsic architectural quality and excellent state 
of preservation. This structure has significance also as one of the more striking mani­ 
festations in the district of the growing predisposition against,and discontent with a 
set of older architectural forms and materials which had become identified with what was 
perceived as a subordinate culture by the 1880s. This discontent became a major motiv­ 
ation and impetus in the district for architectural change in the late 19th and early 20tf 
century. Fl-34 was built about 1878 by the Cosgrove family (Frank, an .Irish-born black­ 
smith and his Sonoran-born wife, Isabel) as an adobe-walled, mud roofed Sonoran Structure VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION—————-———— —————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-032

North half of Block 179, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-34

Sonoran earth roof, and then transformed again to American-Victorian between 
1900 and 1910 by addition of a veneer of local sand-struck fired brick, complete with 
segmentally-arched door and window openings; Phase B (central third), built between 
1891 and 1898 approximately 45 ft (N-S) by 13 ft E-W), a wood-shingle roofed stuccoed 
frame walled leanto attached to the east side of Phase A; Phase C (eastern third), 
built between 1916 and 1941, approximately 45 ft (N-S) by 10 ft (E-W), a wood-shingle 
roofed, wood-framed leanto garage, attached to the east side of Phase B. By 1941, the 
wood sbingleroofing of Phases A and B had been replaced with corrugated metal. Pro­ 
bably at the same time that Phase B was built, "match stick" wood ceilings were installed 
in Phases A and B. Most of the building's interior wood trim, casings, doors and windows 
have survived intact. The northwest room of Phase A contains a typical, and original 
Sonoran corner fireplace. Fl-34 has been recently and sympathetically restored with 
much care and respect by its present owner-occupants.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

A wood-shingled gable roof was installed above the earth roof some time between 1890 
and 1898 by the next owner, Theophile Nicholas, nephew of. : 1^. .mc.h--born raneh.er sp/d-saloon­ 
keeper John Nicholas (see Fl-36 and Fl-37), conforming to a growimg trend to give earlier 
flat-roofed adobes new Anglo-style roofs (for cultural as well as functional reasons). 
Between 1898 and 1911, the adobe portions of the house were given a veneer of more 
fashionable fired brick. This amounted to the "final step" in the process of the 
"naturalization" of the originally Hispanic appearance of Fl-34. The Cosgrove/Nicholas/ 
Aguilar Residence remains one of Florence's few. examples of "double transformation", 
and the only one inventoried within the district.



FfrsFNTclToTas Beer HaiT/SeconJ 
Enterprise Office & Printing Plant Significant 1 Fl- 35
LOCATION
1100 Bailey Street

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

fCITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY 
Pinal

iPascual & Norma Figueroa as J/T 
(OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 401
Florence, AZ 85232

IFORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

•ROTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

©ATE

IVIEV
From Northeast
PRESENT USE
I Residential

JACREAGE
12687 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built cs. 1886; transformed 
to Early Transitional after 1915_______
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION This Is a single story corner structure, rectangular in plan*built 
with its north and east facades located on the parcel's 10th arid Bailey Street property 
lines respectively. Its south wall is contiguous with an earlier adobe structure (Fl-36)j 
adjacent on the south. Approximate building dimensions are 32 ft wide (E-W) by 43 ft j 
deep (N-S). Exterior walls, originally raw adobe, are now stuccoed. An open frame lean-j 
to shed structure attached to the west facade was fully enclosed and stuccoed at a later 
date. Corrugated metal roofing covers a wood-framed gable roof structure added after 
1915 above the building's original flat earth roof on sahuaro rib decking on round log

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE j^e significance of this transformed adobe resides chiefly in j 
the fact that it served as the second office and printing plant for the Arizona Weekly | 
Enterprise, Florence's second newspaper from the late 1880s up to the time the paper was j 
moved to Tucson (1892) (For First Enterprise office, see Fl-76). The paper's use of this; 
building during 1890-91 is confirmed by the 1890 Sanborn map and an 1891 photograph. The: 
building appears to have been leased by its owner, John Nicholas (see Fl-36 & Fl-37) to 
the paper. The building is associated with two of the Enterprise's early publisher/ 
editors, Roll in C. Brown (residence Fl-13) and George W. Brown, co-editors of the paper
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-035

North 43 ft of the East half of Block 180, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-35

beams. Other later changes include steel window sash, and an arched north garden 
entrance just west of the original lean-to shecj structure. The building is in good 
condition, and readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

from 1887 to 1892.

The structure is a typical example of a one-room deep Sonoran rowhouse, with its 
layout generated by a simple in-line assemblage of several square adobe modules 
contiguously along a street. The gable roof was added some time after 1915, but 
before 1941. The building's probable first use was as John Nicholas 1 "New Beer Hall" 
According to a June, 1888 newspaper advertisement, this establishment offeree!, 
customers "Fine California Beer on Draught" served in "The Coolest Place in Town". 
After its days as a combination newspaper office and printing shop, the building 
was used as a general store (ca. 1911-1015), and later as a dwelling (1930s to date).



PROPERTY NAME
John Nicholas Residence Significant F1-36
.OCATION
1104 Bailey Street

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ICTTY/TOWN/vieUNITY 
Florence

{COUNTY
i Final

Pascual Figueroa
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 401
Florence, AZ 85232

IFORN COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
h'OTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
JDATE

I Sept 1979

From Southeast
PRESENT US1
Residence

JACREAGE 
13188 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built prior to 1881; transformed after 1941
•HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story rowhouse originally (pre-1882) rectangular in plan, 
L-shaped by 1890, and square in plan by 1915. Built with its east facade on the parcel's 
Bailey Street property line, this structure was the first building on Block 180 of the 
Townsite. The next structure to be built on the block was constructed immediately adja­ 
cent to the north (Fl-35)jWith its south wall contiguous with the north wall of FT-36. 
Approximate overall building dimensions: 26 ft wide (N-S) by 33 ft deep (E-W). Exterior 
walls are stucco on adobe with a 2 ft high projecting stuccoed "water table" or "plinth" 
around their bases, providing a visible indication of a stone or brick foundation wall/

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This Structure's
and urban qualities. Architecturally, it i 
Urbanistically, it is an integral component 
Sonoran and Victorian structures along this 
Streets. The relatively intact quality of 
of the streetscape in the southeastern part
The easternmost portion of Fl-36 was built 
Survey of that year) and in all probability

significance relates to both its architectural 
s a good example of a typical Sonoran rowhouse 
of an authentic ensemble of "zero-setback" 
part of Bailey Street between 10th and 12th 

this ensemble is important for the continuity 
of the district.
prior to 1882 (it appears on Cox 1 Townsite 
by John Nicholas. French-born Nicholas

BOUNDARY 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-036

South 51 ft of the North 94 ft of the East half of Block 180, Townsite of Florence. 

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-36

underpinning. Atop the original (pre-1882) rectangular portion of the building, , 
corrugated metal roofing covers a wood-framed gable roof (installed after 1941) over 
the original log-supported earth roof. Most of the original exterior wood doors, 
windows and trim have been replaced, although some wood windows may be original. A 
recent and out-of-character remodelling included the addition of decorative iron 
security grilles over window openings facing Bailey Street, and a cement block wall 
incorporating an arched doorway and an iron-grillwork gate. The building is in good 
condition and is readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

owned and operated a farm located on the banks of the Gil a 10 miles east of Florence, 
He also operated a beer hall circa 1886-1889 in the building adjacent to the north 
(Fl-35), moving the business in October, 1889 into a new brick building (Fl-37) im­ 
mediately adjacent to the south. This pattern conforms to the 19th century practice 
of concentrating business uses at street corners, with residential uses filling up 
the spaces in between corners. Fl-36 has been in use as a dwelling since its cons­ 
truction.



ILOCATION 107-109 East llth Street; 
Northwest corner of Bailey & llth Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

|C T.TY/ TOWN/ VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Ralph, Sr. & Blanca Marmion
(OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 288
Florence, A2 85232

{FORM COMPLETED BY 
I Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO .BY

Dale H. Frens
JDATE

I June 1978
VIEW
From Southeast

I Residential____ ___
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
American Victorian

ACREAGE 

j1938 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1889
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION This is a single story commercial building, rectangular in plan, 
with its east and south facades on the parcel's Bailey and llth Street property lines 
respectively. The building's approximate dimensions are 42 ft wide (E-W) by 18 ft deep 
(N-S). Exterior walls: originally exposed locally-made sand-struck brick, later painted 
An ornate parapet projects slightly beyond the wall surface on all four facades, and is 
made up of an angled soldier course between two string courses of stretcher brick below 
a single rolok band of recessed one-brick wide panels below two rows of corbelled stret­ 
cher courses below a double parapet cap (the top course of which is made up of brick

(STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The earliest fired-brick building still standing in Florence, 
and the town's second oldest brick structure, the second Nicholas Saloon and Beer Hall is 
an excellent example of the flat-roofed commercial American Victorian style. It is also 
one of the few historic structures in the district built with a basement. The degree of 
sophistication apparent in the design, detailing and execution of this building's brick 
work represents a real tour-de-force, considering its time and place. It also suggests 
that an architect, such as James M. Creighton of Phoenix, well-versed in the architectur­ 
al skills required to design such a building, participated in the project; a month after
VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION ~—————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-037

South 31 ft of the East half of Block 180, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-37

headers. The segmental arches which are integrated with ornamental brick hoods to 
form all the building's door and window heads, are linked together by a continuous 
double string course on all sides of the building. Behind the parapet is a metal- 
covered wood-framed flat roof structure. Fl-37 originally had three entrances, two 
of which were on llth Street and one on Bailey Street. The lower half of the Bailey 
Street entrance has been blocked up and stuccoed. Except for the latter modification 
and recent exterior painting, the building appears to be in excellent and readily 
restorable condition. The building was built with a full basement.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Fl-37 opened for business, Creighton was awarded the contract to design the Second 
Pinal County Courthouse (Fl-43).

John Nicholas, French-born rancher, farmer, and saloon-keeper, came to Florence in 
1880, opened his First Beer Hall (Fl-35) about 1886, and moved into this building, 
his new "Saloon and Beer Haliy in October, 1889. Its interior was said to have been 
cooled in summer by a steam-powered (!) fan. The building has been used for various 
purposes, including the office of the Pinal County Chapter of the American Red Cross 
(ca. 1960), and is presently a rental dwelling unit.



: NAME
Elena Llescas House Fl-38

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHLOCATION

C ITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

11nn n -i C4. 4-1109 Bailey Street; 
rnrner nf Railpy & 11th St.

COUNTY
Final

[Wood K. & Jean W. Claypool as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

JBox 801 
Florence, AZ 85232

*M COMPLETED BY
Harris J. SobIn, AIA________________<
lADDKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY IDATE
Dale H. Frens______________jJune 1978
VIEW
Bailey Street facade from West
lESJ

Residential (vacant)
(ACREAGE 
13906 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL-TERTDIT^noran .

ion transformed to Early Transitional
pQrt

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built prior to 1879; transformed prior to 1911

'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A s1ng -j e story rowhouse, roughly" Z-shaped in plan. Two of its ex­ 
terior walls are skewed both with respect to the building's other walls and to the street- 
grid. The structure appears to have originally contained two units, each with a separate 
entrance, one on Bailey Street, the other on llth Street; the two units are presently in­ 
terconnected. The west facade of Fl-38 and a portion of its south facade were built on 
the parcel's Bailey and llth Street property lines respectively; the building is sited 
with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks on its other two sides. Approximate overall build­ 
ing dimensions: 35 ft wide (N-S) by 49 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls are of stuccoed
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Th1s 1s Qne Qf Q^ y ^ buildings in the district (the other is 
Fl-51) in which all or a portion of the exterior walls are not parallel to the cardinal 
directions, nor to the original Ruggles street grid. The geometric disparity involved 
strongly suggests that the "angled" portion of Fl-38 was built at an early date, even 
before Ruggles had surveyed and subdivided blocks or lots east of Main Street, i.e., some 
time in the early 1870s. The direction of the skewed walls, rather than following the 
town grid, apparently correspond to the contours of the local topography and to the align­ 
ment of early irrigation ditches, one of which (the "Alamo Amarillo") angled through the

fVERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-034 

Southwest quarter of Block 179, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-38

adobe. An earlier layer of stucco, scored to resemble cut stone, is beneath a later, 
smoother layer. On the west portion of the building, corrugated metal roofing over 
earlier wood shingles covers a wood-framed gable-plus-leanto roof structure. This 
Anglo-Style roof was installed between 1890 and 1898 above an original wood-supported 
Sonoran flat earth roof. On the east portion of the building metal roofing covers a 
later wood-framed flat roof structure added above the original earth-roof. The base 
of the building's adobe walls show clear signs of the 'coving 1 type of adobe erosion 
damage. Exterior stucco and wood trim is generally in need of maintenance. On the 
other hand, the interior finishes and trim are in excellent condition; as a whole the 
structure is readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Townsite less than a block away from Fl-38. The unskewed portions of the building 
are a good example of typical Sonoran "zero setback" siting, built directly on a 
street property line, while leaving usable yet private open patio space in back. This 
approach to urban land use also provides strong spatial definition for the street itself, 
Fl-38, plus Fl-37 and Fl-39 make up a little group of "zero setback" historic structures 
on Bailey Street which spatially define the last intersection on that street which is 
today still reasonably close to its original (and more urban) status.

Originally built as their home by Pablo and Elena Llescas, the building has since 
housed a wide variety of uses including a Chinese laundry (west part) and a dwelling 
(east part) (1890); a single, larger dwelling (mid-1890s to the early 1930s); law 
offices of McFarland and Fulbright (ca. 1933); offices of Drs. Stewart and Tucker 
(late 1930s to 1949); the Pinal County Auto License Bureau (1950); and.once- again, a 
dwelling from 1950 until becoming vacant in the 1960s.



Di

jesus Preciado de Luna/ 
Sernardina Lorofia Residence iSignificant Fl-39
LOCATION 115 E> nth street;
fSoutheast corner of Bailey & llth Streets
ITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY , COUNTY

Florence ' Pinal

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

indy G. Jimenez
(OWNER'S ADDRESS

lox 544 
(Florence, AZ 85232

COMPLETED BY

lHarris J. Sobin. AIA
)DKESS

16550 -N. Skyway Road. 
fTucson, AZ 85718
THOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
(DATE 
!
JJune 1978

fVXEvv
From Southwest

PRESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
3906 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL TERTQiT
Sonbean.-. .
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built prior to 1882; re-roofed after 1900
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION jn -j s single story Sonoran rowhouse, L-shaped in plan, was construct­ 
ed as a "corner building" with its north and west facades on the llth and Bailey Street 
property lines respectively, and with entrances on both streets. The north "wing" of the 
building measures approximately 50 ft (E-W) along llth Street, by 30 ft (N-S) in depth 
(not including an L-shaped veranda on its south, or patio, side). The west "wing" is 
approximately 74 ft (N-S) along Bailey Street by 20 ft in depth (not including the 
veranda on its east, or patio, side). Exterior walls are stucco on adobe. Rolled as­ 
phalt roofing covers a wood-framed flat roof structure installed after 1900 above the

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tnis building is perhaps the best example in the district of a 
Sonoran corner-type rowhouse, its street facades flush with the street property lines, its 
"wings 11 typically one room deep, and its exterior or "public side" openings confined to 
a series of doors along both street elevations. In addition, together with two other 
"zero setback" historic structures (Fl-37 and Fl-38) plus a contemporary one (Fl-121), 
Fl-39 spatially defines the most complete urban intersection still remaining along Bailey 
Street, once Florence's "Second Main Street".
From its beginnings, Fl-39 has been used as a dwelling. 
(VERBAL BOUNDARY, DESCRIPTION—————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-043

Northwest quarter of Block 182, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR

Although probably built about



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-39

original wood-supported earth roof. This later "upper" roof is seen externally only 
as a thin line of exposed wood coping around the top of the exterior walls. Some of 
the building's original wood trim, including doors, windows and wood flooring, is 
intact: some doors and casings have been removed. The exterior stucco is for the 
most part in good condition. One door opening on the west (Bailey Sreet) facade has 
been blocked and stuccoed. The integrity of the structure has not been seriously 
compromised and on the whole, it is in clearly restorable condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

1880 by Juan Luna, title was from the first vested in Jesus Preciado de Luna, his wife 
This, according to an old time Florentine, "..was the Spanish custom... the wife 
always owned the house... it was the polite thing to do". Following the Lunas 1 owner­ 
ship, the house was purchased in 1904 by Santiago LoroTfa, member of an early and pro­ 
minent Florence family. It remained the Lorona family residence for several decades, 
with title held, of course, in the name of Santiago's wife, Bernardina!



Robles/Feliz/Lopez Residence Significant Fl-40.OCATION 1401 Bailey Street;
Southeast corner of Bailey & 13th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ICTTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

iUWi\&K
Encarnacion Lopez 

200-49-060&200-4Q061
OWNER'S ADDRESS

BOX 32 
Florence, AZ 85232

Hilbert & 
200-49-062

Box 1103 
Florence,

Teresa Lopez

AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, A1A
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
JDATE

jjuly 1979
VIEW
From Northwest
PRESENT US
Residence

[ACREAGE 

|l5,625 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran transformed to Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built between 1881 & 1882 
transformed before 1938
TSYSICAL'"DESCRIPTION" This is a single story rowhouse, roughly rectangular in plan, with 
west and north facades on the parcel's Bailey and 13th Street property lines respectively 
The earliest portion of the structure appears on the 1882 Cox Survey and on the 1890 to 
1911 Sanborn maps as an L-shaped flat-roofed adobe building, consistina of a long (N-S) 
"wing" one room deep on the east side of Bailey plus a short (E-W) one"room "wing" at the 
south end of its east facade. By 1915, Fl-40 had acquired a second row of shed-roofed 
frame rooms on its east side. From 1915 to 1960, the building appears to have contained 
three dwelling units, each accessed from Bailey Street. By 1913, flat metal roofing on a 
w?°JbtTa!!!ed hl' P roof structure had been installed above the original wood-snppnrtpri'part.h
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -,. . -,-, .This is an excellent example of a transformed Sonoran rowhouse.
It displays most of the essential features of that tradition. Those seen here include 
"zero setback" siting, multiple doors along street facades, and an enclosed landscaped 
patio space. It also retains most of its early outbuildings, including a portion of its 
original private water system (Fl-82). The intact quality of this ensemble together with 
its position in the town grid near both Butte Avenue and the Second Courthouse make it 
architecturally and urbanistically one of the most valuable residences in Florence.
From the chain of title, it appears that the earliest (western) portion of this building
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel Nos. 200-49-060, 200-49-061 & 200-49-062

All of Block 204, Townsite of Florence. Fl-40 is located on the Northwest quarter of this 
parcel? it shares the same parcel with Fl-82, FT-83 & FT-84.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-40

roof of the earlier structure. Approximate present building dimensions- 60 ft wide 
(N-S, along Bailey Street), by 42 ft deep (E-W, along 13th Street), Though the building 
has been in use as a single-family residence for over a decade, it retains two entry 
doors on Bailey (which originally gave access to two of the structure's three separate 
dwelling units, during the 1915-1960 period). There is also another, later, entry 
facing 13th Street (used by the present owners as their "front door"). The west and 
north sides of the building are well shaded by trellis-supported vines and trees. The 
interior patio space, enclosed by two outbuildings (Fl-82 & Fl-83), plants and fencing, 
retains much of its original dense Sonoran-style landscaping and atmosphere. The build­ 
ing is in very good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

was constructed by Manuel Robles, about 1881. The house has been owned by the locally 
prominent Feliz family for many years; these include its current owners, Mrs. 
Encarnacion Feliz de Lopez, and her son, Hilbert Lopez.



IPKOPERTY NAME
Garage Contributing F1-4QA
LOCATION

West side of Final bet 13th & Butte Streets
ICUKRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

{COUNTY 
Final

Encarnacion Lopez
fOWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 32
Florence, AZ 85232

IFQKM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

»KOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE
Sept 1979

"IEW
From East

Vacant
STYLE OR'CULTURAL PERIOD
Utilitarian

ACREAGE 
750 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1916 & 1930
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story garage structure, rectangular in plan, built with 
its east facade directly on the parcel's Final Street (east) property line, and with 
small setbacks on its north, south and west sides. Exterior walls and roof: corrugated 
metal cladding on wood framing. Both sides of the structure's street facade are flanked 
by exceptionally mature native landscaping, including Palo Verde and grove of very large 
Indian fig cactus (Opuntia ficus-india) maintained as a "screen wall" and which con­ 
tinues the plane of the structure's Final Street facade.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Whi1e not of particular architectural nor historical dis­ 
tinction, this structure's modest materials and scale, simplicity of form, and "zero- 
setback" siting help it to achieve reasonable compatibility with its older and less 
purely utilitarian neighbors in the immediate area. F1-40A is ancillary to Fl-40, the
Robles/Feliz/Lopez Residence.

'BOUNDARY: DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-061

East 30 ft of the South 25 ft of the North 65 ft of Block 204, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



ARIZONA ^TATF HISTORIC PROPFRTYJ *IXI/«.V~/I %f \ +J If \l L. 1 m*J «. V^/s\l\>^ I s\x_/l LJ\ 1 5 
I_________________________________________________
PROPERTY SAME
Garage Contributing ! F1-40B
ILOCATION
North side of Butte bet Bailey & Final Streets 1

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ICTTY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence

:OUNTY 
Final

Hilbert L. & Teresa R. Lopez as J/T
>WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 1103 
Florence, AZ 85232

FORK COMPLETED BY
!
| Harris 0. Sobin, AIA
ADDPESS

i6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY PATE 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA 1 Sept 1979
VIEW
From Southeast
PRESENT USE ACREAGE j

I i r\ r\r\f\ r* r~ $

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1916 & 1930
'HYSiCAL DESCRIPTION A single story two-door garage structure, rectangular in plan, buil 
with full setbacks (more than 10 ft) from the parcel's property lines on its east, west 
and north sides, and with its south facade built directly on the Butte Avenue property 
line. Approximate building dimensions: 35 ft wide (E-W) by 20 ft deep (N-S). Exterior 
walls: (north, east and west sides),corrugated metal cladding on dimensioned timber fra­ 
ming; (south side), wood doors between fixed infill panels of sand-struck brick. The 
doors are composed of weatherbeaten sections of recycled horizontal board-and-batten 
"box" type wall ing,alternating with three antique four-panel doors! Corrugated metal
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE while not of particular architectural or historical distinct­ 
ion, this structure's mix of modest and historic materials, its unobtrusive scale,, its use 
of "zero setback" siting, and the simplicity of its gabled form, help it to achieve rea­ 
sonable compatibility with its older neighbors. In addition, the structure is one of the 
district's last physical reminders of the dawning of the automotive age, and of the 
various changes which that age has ushered in on the local scene. F1-40B is ancillary to 
Fl-40, the Robles/Feliz/Lopez Residence.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-062

South 86 ft of Block 204, Townsite of Florence, excluding East 30 ft of the South 25 ft 
of the North 65 ft of Block 204.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-40B

covers dimensioned-timber framed gable-pius-leanto roof. Adjacent to F1-4QBon the 
west is an exceptionally high (about 12 ft) stand of Indian fig cactus (Opuntia 
ficus-indica), planted and maintained as a screen wall.



PROPERTY NAME Sam Kee/Oennie Peyton Weedin/ 
'eddo Leos Residence Significant Fl-41
XCATIOK 110 i pinal Street,
[ast side of Final between 8th & llth Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

IITY/TOWN/VICINITY
{Florence

[COUNTY 
j Final

Reginald R. Sheppard
OWNER'S ADDRESS

1102 Yucca
Casa Grande, AZ 85222

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
)DFESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
fTucson, AZ 85718

iPHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

JDATE 
Mune 1978

VIEW
From Southwest

{PRESENT USE 
[Residence

OR "CULTURAL PERIOD

(ACREAGE 
!l9,375 SF

Sonoran transformed to Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1880; transformed bet. 1898 & 1911
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, roughly L-shaped in plan, with its] 
west facade on the parcel's Final Street property line and with full (10 ft or more) set­ 
backs from property lines on the other three sides. This building has undergone what is 
for Florence an extraordinary amount of change over the years. The original structure 
first appears on the 1882 Cox Survey as a Sonoran style rowhouse, about 29 ft (N-S) by 22 
ft (E-W) in size, with its west and north facades on the Final and 10th Street property 
lines of Block 178. "Improvements" made in 1888 enlarged it to 29 ft by 25 ft, plus a 
15 ft wing on the northeast corner. By 1911, it had acquired an additional wing on the

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE j^ s one nouse contains an unusually complete representation, 
through its various phases of growth and change, of the early vernacular building tradi­ 
tions of Florence, from the Sonoran through the Transitional modes. Its first phase ap­ 
pears to have been built by Chinese-born Sam Kee, to whom the Townsite Commissioners a- 
warded the property in 1882 under the sole designation of "Chinaman". A later owner, Mrs 
Jennie Peyton, after her 1888 marriage to newspaperman Thomas F. Weedin, appears to have 
utilized Fl-41 as income property (and was responsible for "improvements" made to the 
property in the same year). Since 1929, Fl-41 has been the home of the Leos and Sheppard 
fami lies, who are responsible for its excellent upkeep and for its extensively landscapedI Wll II I I V- *-> 5 fWilv In* I \* I y. «J |^W I I M* I M

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-031
All of Block 178, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the North; Fl-41 is located 
on the Northwest quarter (approx.) of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-134 
and Fl-135.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-41

southeast corner plus a veranda built over part of the Pinal Street right-of-way. 
By 1941, it had reached its present overall dimensions, approximately 42 ft wide 
(N-S) by 60 ft deep (E-W). The exterior walls are stucco on adobe, above a pro­ 
jecting 1 ft stuccoed "water table" or foundation wall. Asphalt shingles replace 
original wood shingles covering a wood frame hip roof (installed by 1911) over the 
building's original wood-supported earth roofs. Most exterior wood trim has been 
removed, and some exterior window openings have probably been enlarged, but much of 
the building's interior trim, floors, ceilings and doors are intact. A row of the 
"traditional" chinaberry street trees shade the building's west facade along Pinal 
Street. Fl-41 has been carefully and well maintained, is in excellent condition, 
and is readily restorable at modest cost.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

gardens.



PROPERTY NAME 
Leos shed Neutral F1-4TA

1LOCATION
Southeast corner of Final & 10th Streets (Rear'

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

OWNER'S ADDRESS

1102 Yucca
Casa Grande, AZ 85222

Reginald R. Sheppard

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(DATE
Sept 1979

VIEW 
From South
PRESENT
Storage

ACREAGE 
19,375 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERiOD
Contemporary/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1950
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story storage shed, L-shaped in plan, built with one of its side walls on the 
parcel's east property line. Approximate overall building dimensions: 18 ft by 18 ft. 
Exterior walls: unpainted horizontal wood siding and flat sheet metal on wood studs. 
Rolled asphalt covers a gently-sloped gabled timber roof structure. The structure 
appears to be in need of maintenance.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The modest scale and humble materials of this small utility shed do not visually violate 
the almost rural quality of its context, located as it is directly adjacent to the 
western edge of the large open southern portion of Florence's (Catholic) Church property, 
part of which is currently leased to the town for use as a softball field. F1-41A is 
also well buffered by trees from a more historic neighbor to the west. FT-41A is an­ 
cillary to Fl-41 located to the west.

VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-031

All of Block 178, Townsite of Florence, plus the 30 ft adjacent on the North. F1-41A is 
located on the Northeast quarter of Block 178, thus it shares the same parcel with 
Fl-41 and Fl-135.

Zoning: TR



'PROPERTY NAME 
Leos House Carport/Storage Shed Neutral
LOCATION ICURRENX PHOTOGRAPH
Southeast corner of Final & 10th Streets(Rear)
CITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

UW&iirt
Reginald R. Sheppard
OWNER'S ADDRESS

1102 Yucca
Casa Grande, AZ 85222

IVIEw
From Southwest
PRESENT USE
Garage, storage

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IADDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

PATE 
Sept 1979

ACREAGE 
119,375 SF

STYLE OR CIJLTUML PERIOD 
Contemporary/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1950

IPHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story carport and storage shed of rectangular plan form, built with setbacks of 
10 ft or more on all four sides. Approximate building dimensions: 30 ft wide (E-W) by 
22 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: (west third) stucco on wood frame; (central third) 
exposed wood .board-and-batten "box-type" structure. Rolled asphalt covers a gently- 
sloped gabled timber roof structure. The eastern third of structure is an open carport. 
Its roof is formed by a slightly lower pitched continuation of the east facing gable of 
the enclosed portion of the building, and is supported on a row of square timber posts.
Thp ^trnrttirp t'<: in nnnd rnnrh't.inn_________________ ____________ ___________________

The modest scale, humble materials and range of relatively primitive building techniques 
employed in this small utility building are compatible with the quasi-rural quality of 
its context; the building is located close to the western edge of the large open south­ 
ern portion of the (Catholic) Church lot, part of which is currently leased to the town 
for use as softball field. F1-41B is ancillary to Fl-41located to the west.

VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-031

All of Block 178, Townsite of Florence, plus the 30 ft adjacent on the North. F1-41B is 
located on the South half of this parcel, thus it shares the same parcel with FT-41 and 
Fl-134.

Zoning: TR



Hinson.......Jhomas/gnd John Nicholas Residence Significant F1-42
'LOCATION 123 East llth Street; 
Southwest corner of Final & llth Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

:T.TY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence

[COUNTY
\ Final

Eutimio A & Alice 0. Gonzales as J/T
>WNER'S ADDRESS

146 Fircroft St 
W. Covina, CA 91791
7ORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

5HOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

{DATE

I June 1978
IVIEW 

From Northeast
PRESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
J3906 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1889; transformed bet. 1890 & 1898

(PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story Sonoran-type adobe corner rowhouse originally(1889 
to ca. 1910) L-shaped in plan with the north and east street facades of its two "wings" 
located on the parcel's llth and Final Street property lines respectively. By 1911, a 
stucco on frame shed-roofed room and porch has been added to the west (patio) side of the 
east "wing", changing the "L" plan into a rectangle. Originally the building had en­ 
trances on both Final and llth Streets, but for at least the last 30 years has had an 
entrance and an address on llth Street only. Approximate overall dimensions of the build 
ing are 28 ft (E-W , along llth Street) by 48 ft (N-S, along Final Street). Exterior 
walls: (L-shaped portion) stucco on adobe, with a projecting "water table" or foundation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE A typical Sonoran corner rowhouseV with Tts street facades 
flush with the property lines on its two (outer) sides, this structure's significance is 
both urban and historical. First, it is situated in an extremely important location, di­ 
rectly actoss Final Street from the landmark American-Victorian Second Final County Court 
house (F1-43). Thanks to its "zero-setback" siting directly on a street corner, this 
building together with FT-44, one block south,hold and define the western side of the 
"courthouse square". This in turn helps maintain the visual significance of the court­ 
house within the fabric of the district by preserving the sort of setting for which it 
was initially conceived, designed and constructed. Implementation of a proper restor-

fVERBAL BOUNDARY- DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-044

North, half of the East half of Block 182, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-42

wall about two feet high around their bases. Above the original "L-shaped n earth- 
roofed adobe portion of the structure, a wood-shingle roofed wood-framed hip roof 
was installed between 1890 and 1898. Steel window sash has replaced the original 
wood sash, and much of the building's original wood trim and doors have been removed. 
An evaporative cooler is mounted in one street-side window opening (toward llth Street) 
The exterior of Fl-42 has not been well maintained in recent years, and the building 
appears to be in possible need of structural underpinning and wall repair in some 
places. With a carefully planned and thoroughgoing program, the building could be 
restored.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

ation program for this structure would thus be of great benefit, not only to the build­ 
ing itself, but also to the historicity and integrity of the uniquely valuable subarea 
around it.

Evidence from the chain of title suggests that this structure was built for Hinson 
Thomas, previously a prospector, newspaperman and Territorial legislator who arrived 
in Florence from Globe about 1882, served in several county offices including Deputy 
County Recorder, Clerk' of the Board of Supervisors,and two terms as Deputy Sheriff, 
before returning to Globe in 18953 where he later served as deputy sheriff and justice 
of the peace. From 1912 to 1916, Fl-42 was the second home of John Nicholas (see F1- 
36 & Fl-37). This structure has been utilized as a rental unit in more recent years.



IPKUPERIY
Second Final County Courthouse Significant Fl-43
.OCATION 130 i Rinal Street; Block bounded by 
llth, 13th, Final & Church Streets_______

CITY/TOWN/VIC1NITYJCOIOTY

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

Florence Final

County of Final
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Florence, AZ 85232

K COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTG BY

Dale H. Frens
PATE
!June 1978

[VIEW
From West

Administrative 
offices of Final County

JACREAGE 
£21,287.5 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD^
American-Victorian/Second Empire Style
SIGNIFICANT DATES Bu ilt in 1891; additions in 
1917, end 1940s, 1975 & 1981_________

IPHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A 21/2 story courthouse building, initially (1891) cruciform in 
plan, enlarged by later additions to a roughly square-shaped plan. The building was 
originally constructed with substantial setbacks on all sides, centered within a large 
landscaped "courthouse square" equalling four "Ruggles blocks" in area plus intervening 
streets (formerly one of two large parcels allotted in the original Townsite plat for 
Town Cemeteries). The building's principal facade is on Final Street. Approximate 
overall building dimensions: 145 ft wide (N-S) by 120 ft (E-W) by 88 ft high (to top of 
cupola). The building was constructed in five phases: Phase A (central cross-shaped

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tne Second Final County Courthouse is the most important 
single architectural landmark in Florence, and the most outstanding surviving example of 
American-Victorian styles in Central Arizona. Stylistically, the building represents an 
adaptation of the mansardic French Second Empire Style, a formal and particularly ornate 
variety of Victorian architecture. It was the intention of the County Supervisors to 
build an "impressive" courthouse, designed "to show [that] people have faith [that] their 
county will grow". The building thus represents a physical expression of the town's new- 
found sense of optimism as the center of a county-wide agricultural boom created by the
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-047A
All of Blocks 183, 184, 205, 206, 208 and the North half of Block 207 and the abandoned 
portions of 13th and School Streets and the North half of the abandoned portion of Uni­ 
versity Street next to Block 207 and 208. Fl-43 is located at the center of Block 183,

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-43

portion), built in 1891 (to replace 1879 courthouse (Fl-15)), American-Victorian/ 
Second Empire style, walls of Phoenix-made "standard size" red brick, a corrugated 
metal covered wood-framed dormered mansard roof; Phase B(filling in NW and SW open 
corners of Phase A) in 1917, two stories high, walls of locally-made, sand-struck 
"oversize" brick and a flat roof; Phase C (filling in NE corner) in mid-1940s, 
one story and flat roof: Phase D (rectangular addition across north facade of 
Phases A and C) in 1975, one story and flat roof; Phase E (filling in SE corner) 
in 1981, one story and flat roof. Though the later additions reflect the same 
brick Victorian style as the original 1891 building, the 1975 addition on the north 
upsets the original structure's classically-inspired symmetry of massing. The build­ 
ing's facades are divided into bays created by brick wall panels recessed between the 
lines of an implied "structural frame" grid, also of brick. A wood and cast iron 
front porch shelters the main entrance on the entrance (west) facade. The original 
part of the courthouse is topped by a distinctive and imposing metal-shingle roofed 
timber cupola with "clock faces". The building is well maintained and in excellent 
condition. Fl-43 was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1978.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

opening of the Florence Canal in 1887. The symbolic importance of the new courthouse 
was greatly enhanced by the decision to locate it at the east end of 12th Street, on 
axis with the roadway's center-line, where it closes and dominates the vista eastward, 
The building was designed by pioneer Arizona architect James M. Creighton, perhaps 
the Territory's first architect. Creighton also designed the district's W.C. Smith 
& Co. Building (Fl-18) in the same year.



'K.OPEETY SAME j. N> Denier "Tenement House"/ 
Ihite Apts.
:,OCATION 118 E.~13th Street; 
lorthwest corner of Pinal & 13th Streets

Significant Fl-44
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

[CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
r lorence

(COUNTY
1 Final

f"*** 200-49-0530 
Natalia Michea White
toWNER'S ADDRESS

box 1144 
horence, AZ 85232

200-49-0540 
Mrs. Henry Nelson 1

5802 E. Oak Street 
Scottsdale, A2 85257 |

(FOR?-? COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

>550 N. Skyway Road 
rucson, AZ 85718

3HOTO BY
iarris J. Sobin, AIA

PATE 
Bept 1979

•rom Southeast
'RESENT USE
Residence (multiple unit)

ACREAGE 
3906 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
to Late Transitional

Sonoran transformed

SIGNIFICANT DATES Bu1lt in Dec . 1888i

transformed between 1898 & 1913____
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION j^ s single story multi-family structure, originally a Sonoran row- 
ouse, is rectangular in plan. Built with its south and east facades on the parcel's 
inal and 13th Street property lines, its west facade is contiguous with the adjacent 
structure to the west. Fl-44 contains five rental apartment units. Each unit has one 
window and a front door <• _• : facing 13th Street. The building's approximate dimensions 
are 62.5 ft wide (E-W, along 13th Street) by 38 ft deep (N-S, along Pinal Street including 
depth of stucco wood frame sleeping porches on structure's north facade added between 
1911 and 1915). The exterior walls of the original part of the building are adobe, on a
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE j^ structure is significant chiefly for its architectural

urban qualities. First, it is an excellent example of a flat-roofed Sonoran rowhouse, 
transformed at a later date by the addition of an Anglo-Style half-hipped pitched roof. 
The building has retained much of its original fabric and has not been subjected to excess 
ive "remodelling" or "updating". Secondly, this building and Fl-42 together occupy a cru- 
ial location from the urban point of view, directly across Pinal Street from the Second 

3 inal County Courthouse. Together with Fl-42, Fl-44 helps maintain the visual significanc 
and historic setting of the Victorian landmark by preserving the sort of "courthouse-

getting tor..w.hlch.ttJie courthouse was initially conceived, designed and constructedVERBAL BDDKMR 
Assessor's Parcel Nos.
Southeast quarter of Block 201, Townsite of Florence. [The Easternmost three units of thi 
apartment building are owned by Natalia Michea White; the Westernmost two units by Mrs. 
Henry (White) Nelson],

Zoning: TR

200-49-0530 (E. 37 ft of parcel) and 200-49-0540 (W. 25.5 ft)



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-44

projecting exposed foundation wall of stone. Wood shingles cover a wood-frame half- 
hipped roof installed between 1898 and 1911 above the building's original wood- 
supported earth roof. Most of the structure's exterior wood trim has been removed, 
but most of its windows and exterior doors are original, along with much interior 
trim. Several original canales (rain spouts) which were designed to drain the 
building's original earth roof still project from the upper part of the south adobe 
wall just underneath the deep overhanging eaves of the "new" shingled roof above. 
These metal rain-spouts carry the embossed legend: "K. Fairbank & Co. St Louis". 
A row of circular vents is located beneath the canales. A large and intrusive 
electric meter panel is installed on the east facade. The building is in good 
repair, and readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

The appearance of prefabricated building components in this structure, such as the 
metal canales manufactured half-way across the United States, is just another example 
of the increased use of industrialized products made possible by the advent of the 
transcontinental railroad in Central Arizona.

Businessman James N. Denier was resident of Florence by 1886, and in December, 1888 
the local paper reported that Denier had nearly completed this 11-room "tenement 
house". By the following year, Denier was sole proprietor of a "Cash Store" in 
Florence, and later was probably involved as a partner in the Denier & Richmond 
Mercantile Store (FT-24), a venture which by 1896 had succumbed to the economic 
rigors of the century's closing years. Fl-44, now called the "White Apartments" 
after its present owners, continues to be utilized as rental units.



IPKUPERTY HAM 
Residence

Casimiro Arvizu/Jacob Aginlar
Significant Fl-45

ILOCATION 200 E. Ruggles Avenue; 
Northeast corner of Pinal St. & Ruggles Ave.

{CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

JCTTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Pinal

Jacob C. & Eleanor M. Aguilar as J/T
pWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 44 
I Florence, AZ 85232
FOR?-! COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
[ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

fVJEV •
From Southwest

PRESENT USE 
Residence

JDATE
I June 1978

ACREAGE 
9688 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES 
Built in 1911

IPHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ single story detached dwelling, nearly square in plan, with full | 
(more than 10 ft) setbacks from property lines (as measured from the outside face of the | 
building's exterior walls) on all four sides. Approximate building dimensions (excluding! 
verandas on south and west sides): 28 ft wide (E-W) by 31 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls:, 
stucco on adobe. Roof: original wood shingles covering a wood framed pyramidal roof 
structure replaced with corrugated metal roofing between 1915 and 1941. During the same 
period, a small frame room was added to the north facade. As originally constructed the 
residence was built with 10 ft wide shingle-roofed wood-framed verandas on its south and

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The s jgn jfi cance of this structure resides in the fact that 
it is a particularly good expression of the Late -Transitional architectural mode. It wai 
constructed about half way through the 70-year period during which the style was utilized 
in Florence. Some decline is apparent from the style's initial exuberant, expansive and 
more ornamented local appearances (see Fl-12 and Fl-23). For example, the roof slope is 
flatter, and ceiling heights are lower. Still, this house displays most of the Late 
Transitional's basic features and advantages. The Transitional modes mixed features 
from several earlier styles or traditions into a new fusion, better adapted aesthetically

VERBAL BOUNDARY, DJKbCKlFrlUW

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-049

West half of Block 64, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the North.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-45

west facades supported along their outer edges by a row of turned wood posts still 
intact. A row of chinaberry trees just beyond the south veranda provides additional 
shade. The house utilizes the "four-square" type of floor plan. Although room 
partitions have been somewhat modified on the interior, the exterior of the house 
has been very well maintained; the entire structure could readily be restored to 
original condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

and functionally to a hostile, still unairconditioned desert environment than either 
the earlier, "all-mud" Sonoran vernacular, .or the brick and frame styles imported 
from other very different climates, while selectively borrowing the best aspects of 
each. The "four-square" floor plan is typical of smaller Late Transitional residences

The house was built by Casimiro "Billy Good" Arvizu, for many years chief janitor of 
Florence's Elementary School. Arvizu often functioned as the school's unofficial 
substitute teacher, filling in when regular members of the staff were out sick. The 
location of his house near the site of the schoolhouse (SW corner, University and 
6th Streets) provides yet another example of the early-day Florentine pattern of 
living close to one's work-place.



pROFERTY NAME
]Celaya/Long/Sweeney Residence Significant Fl-46
[LOCATION 204 E. Ruggles Avenue;
JNorth side of Ruggles bet Final & Church Sts.
;iTY/TOWN/VIC I.NITY JCOUNTY

[Florence_____________| Final______ 

iDomitila G. Rodriquez
^WNER'S ADDRESS
c/o Beatrice Gram'1 lo 
Box 923 
iFlorence, AZ 85232

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

[FORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
[ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPMOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

DATE
June 1978

r IEW
From Southeast
'RESENT US

Residence
ACREAGE

14,338 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran transformed to Late Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1876;transformed bet 1915 & 1941

'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, nearly square in plan, originally 
built with setbacks of less than 10 ft on the south and east from the parcel's Ruggles 
Avenue (formerly 5th Street) and School Street property lines respectively (School Street 
has since been closed). Approximate building dimensions: 32 ft wide (E-W) by 48 ft deep 
(N-S). Exterior walls: stucco on adobe. Roof: corrugated metal roofing on a wood-fra­ 
med pyramidal roof, installed between 1915 and 1941 above the building's original earth 
roofing over sahuaro rib decking on round log beams. An early wood-timber framed ve­ 
randa on the west facade has been recently enclosed. Two chinaberry trees have been
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE T(^e signif1cance of tn1s building is both architectural and 
urban. Architecturally, it is a very good example of a transformed Sonoran detached 
dwelling. In much the same manner as Transitional structures, its pyramidal metal roof 
provides more effective and less labor-intensive waterproofing than a Sonoran mud roof, 
while its adobe walling gives it more efficient thermal protection against hot or cold 
than either brick or frame construction.
Urbanistically, this dwelling together with its neighbors forms an essential part of a 
unique ensemble of historic structures along Ruggles Avenue (formerly 5th Street) between
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-048

East half of Block 64, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the North, plus 30 ft 
by 155 ft adjacent on the East.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-46

planted in the front (south) yard: the deciduous chinaberry is a tree traditionally 
used in Central and Southern Arizona for shade since its introduction to the area in 
the latter part of the 19th Century.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Willow and Florence Streets. Together with the cottonwood street trees planted on both 
sides of Ruggles Avenue by the town in 1976, this linear ensemble of structures pro­ 
vides the most accurate, authentic impression of the scale, character and quasi-rural 
atmosphere of a Central Arizona Territorial urban streetscape available today, either 
within the district or in the central part of the state.

This residence was probably built by Cresanto Celaya about 1876; by 1884 it was Mary 
Long's residence; by 1911 it had become a rental property of Sam (son of pioneer 
Tucson wagonmaker, John Sweeney) and Encarnacion Sweeney, was Sam's residence from 
1930 to 1943, and today is still used as a residence.



TCi a f~y C

JPKOPERTY SAME jean Baptiste Michea Residence 
|& Lone Star Store Significant FT-47
LOCATION N0rthwest corner Of church Street & 
ftuggles Avenue________,________

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ICITY/TOWH/VIC i NITY 
'Florence

{COUNTY
Final

(June Marie Knack
)WNER'S ADDRESS

J500 W. Hazelwood 
fPhoenix, AZ 85013

rORM COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA

16550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE 
I
Pune 1978

VIEW
front facade from South
'RESENT USE
\rt gallery & residence

ACREAGE 
J15 5 625 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERI0:

formed to E.T.
Sonoran, Sonoran trans- 

and Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES Bum ^ 18?8 (phase A); 

I Phase B). Phase A transformer! hot 1Q15 & 10/11

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION j\ partly one story and partly two story dwelling/store complex,rect- 
ingular in plan, built with its south and east facades on the parcel's Ruggles Avenue and 
Church Street property lines respectively, its west facade on the parcel's west property 
ine, and full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from the north property line. This building 
:omplex was constructed in two distinct phases: Phase A (western two-fifths), built ca. 
878, originally a single story 3-unit Sonoran style rowhouse, roughly square in plan, 
ith rits south and west facades built on the Ruggles Avenue and School Street property 
ines respectively (School Street has since been closed). The westernmost unit (of the
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE-, . .... £ nu n - .., , . , , , iUThe significance of Phase A of this complex is based both on 
architectural value and historical associations. Phase A is one of the few intact and 
relatively untransformed survivors of the Sonoran building tradition within the district. 
It addition it was built by one of the town's most fascinating early citizens and leaders, 
French-born Jean Baptiste Michea, Burgundian farmer and former artilleryman with Maximi­ 
lian's army of occupation in Mexico, who settled, married and was raising a family in Flo­ 
rence by 1878. The significance of Phase B, built by Carmen Robles de Michea (Jean Bap- 
itste's widow) is chiefly architectural. It is one of the most outstanding exemplars of
VERBAL BOUNDARY, 
ssessor's Parcel No. 200-48-044

11 of Block 63, Townsite of Florence. 

[Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-47

original three) was demolished between 1915 and 1941, leaving the present 18 ft 
setback between the building's west facade and the original line of School Street. 
Exterior walls: stucco on adobe with fired-brick parapet cap (original rowhouse); 
wood frame (later sleeping porches on north side). Roof: metal roofing over original 
earth roofing over sahuaro rib deck on round log beams. Approximate present building 
dimensions: 30 ft wide (E-W) by 48 ft deep (N-S). Phase B: (eastern three-fifths), 
built in 1888, Early Transitional, two-story store/hall/residence, rectangular in 
plan, built with its south and east facades on the parcel's Ruggles Avenue and 
Church Street property lines respectively, plus a contiguous single story Sonoran 
style dwelling on the north (rear) side. Exterior walls: stucco on adobe. Roof 
(two story portion): corrugated metal replaces wood shingles as covering on original 
dimensioned-timber framed gable roof structure; (one story portion) metal roofing 
covers a dimensioned-timber framed monopitch roof structure added between 1911 and 
1915 over the original wood-supported earth roof. The interiors of Fl-47 retain 
nearly all of their original integrity, including log beams,"matchstick" ceiling 
(Phase A), softwood flooring, fireplaces, a large skylight (Phase B), wood trim, 
doors and windows (Phases A & B). The arched windows on the south facade of Phase B 
are a later addition. The second floor of Phase B, originally a large one room deep 
"hall" for receptions, dances and a temporary schoolroom has been partitioned into 
small rental units. The second floor has a pressed metal ceiling.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

the Early Transitional tradition in Florence, and the only surviving two-story example 
in the district. Its finely-detailed wood cornices, shingled gable roof and elegant 
overall proportions all recall the Greek Revival Style house type which flourished in 
the eastern United States in the 1820s and 1830s.

Phase A functioned as a combination general store ("Lone Star Store") and dwelling 
from its construction ca. 1878 until about 1888. Combining a residence and a business 
under one roof, while probably unique in Florence, was and is a well-established 
practice in France, Michea's country of origin. Phase B was a combination general 
store (front) and dwelling (rear) from 1888 (its construction date) until about 1914, 
being used exclusively as a residence thereafter. Since 1974, Phase A has been under 
rehabilitation for use both as an art gallery and a residence.



NAME
fj.D. Walker/Granville Oury Residence Significant Fl-48
LOCATION 302 East Ruggles Avenue;
Southeast corner of Church St & Ruggles Ave.

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

:iTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Carrol! F. Michael Sr. & Maria del Refugio 0/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 984 
[Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE
!

JJune 1978
VIEW 
From Northeast
'RESENT USE W00d iACREAGE
Residence (rental) ft/working shop t15,625 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL FERiOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built prior to 1879; 
transformed between 1915 & 1932
[PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION jhis single story detached dwelling, approximately square in plan, 
was built with its north and west facades on the parcel's Ruggles Avenue and Church Stree 
property lines respectively. Approximate overall building dimensions: 44 ft wide (E-W, 
along Ruggles Avenue) by 60 ft deep (N-S, along Church Street). Exterior walls: stucco 
on adobe. The building was constructed in two distinct phases: Phase A (northern 3/4), 
built ca. 1878, originally a Sonoran 3-unit rowhouse with its three entrances on Ruggles 
Avenue (then 5th Street). The building was transformed to Late Transitional between 
1915 and 1932 by the addition of corrugated metal roofed wood-framed pyramidal roof

ahm/P original t.imhpr-suppnrtftd earth roof. Approximate dimensions 44 ft (E-Klig ,, ... ...,...__. ...._.__.... ........_..____________
ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ^n excellent example of a transformed Sonoran rowhouse, this 

structure is also significant as the town's first Justice Court and for its association 
with two early and prominent Florence citizens. The house was built for the first of 
these, Captain John D. Walker, Illinois-born part-Indian, who arrived in the Gila valley 
with the California Volunteers in 1862, and stayed on as a (self-taught) physician to the 
Pima Indians at Sacaton. He mastered the Pima and Maricopa languages, wrote the first 
Piman grammar, was made a Pima Chief, and married a Pima woman. He raised a company of 
Pima soldiers for the Arizona Volunteers, and served as its Captain in the Apache campaigr 
Later moving to .Florence, ne became a justice of the peace, holding court in this houseig t

COTtVERBAL BOUNDARY. MSCRlFi'i'ON

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-056

All of Block 84, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-48

by 42 ft (N-S), Phase B (southern 1/4), built in 1978-79, "Transitional Revival", a 
contiguous adobe-walled addition on the south side of Phase A, with a monopitch cor­ 
rugated metal roof: approximate dimensions: 44 ft (E-W) by 18 ft (N-S). On the 
interior, an extra wide N-S center hall (the middle unit of the three units of the 
original Sonoran rowhouse) is used for access to two rooms on either side. A later 
pressed-metal ceiling has been installed in the center hall space. The recent 
rehabilitation of the building for use as rental housing and a wood-working shop 
included a new adobe-walled addition on the south side. This marks the first archi­ 
tectural use of adobe in Florence in nearly 20 years. The building is in good 
condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

which thus served as Florence's first Justice Court. He was also elected as Pinal 
County Surveyor, and as the County's Second Probate Judge. In the latter position, 
he filed application for the original Florence Townsite patent on March 29, 1877 at 
the'Gila District U.S. Land Office in Florence (site: FT-94).

The second prominent Florence citizen to utilize this house was Virginia-born 
Granville Oury, an attorney, probate court judge of New Mexico Territory, and 
(in 1861) Arizona delegate to the Confederate Congress. After moving to Florence 
in 1885, Oury purchased this residence the following year. Besides practicing law 
in Florence, and acting as counsel in a number of important law suit, he was also 
elected Pinal County District Attorney. Oury served as an Arizona Territorial 
legislator (twice Speaker of the House). Territorial Attorney General, a judge of the 
U.S. District Court, and was twice Arizona delegate to the US Congress.



'.s-OPERT*
)armen Michea Rental House Significant Fl-49

LOCATION 316 E> RUggies Avenue ; CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
lorth side of Ruggles bet University & Florence!

pITY/TOWN/VIClNITY
Florence

(COUNTY
! Final

jPeter Villaverde, Jr.
(OWNER'S ADDRESS
JBox 1008 
(Florence, AZ 85232

'OHM COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
lADD'RESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718

[PHOTO BY
SDale H. Frens

{DATE
iJune 1978

VIEW
Front facade from South

iVacant (residential)
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional

jACREAGE
! 9688 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES

Bullt in 1891; transformed ca. 1900
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, originally L-shaped in plan, now 
approximately square, built with its south facade on the parcel's Ruggles Avenue property 
line, and with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from property lines on the other three 
sides. Approximate overall building dimensions: 40 ft wide (E-W) by 28 ft deep (N-S). 
The structure was built in two distinct phases: Phase A (two rooms forming south side, 
plus a third room forming northwest corner), built in 1891, originally Sonoran, trans­ 
formed by addition of later corrugated iron roofing on a dimensioned timber-framed hip­ 
roof structure over original earth roof on dimensioned timber flat decking on dimension 
timber beams; Phase B (one room in the northeast corner), built at a later date (ca.19
(STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The significance of this house resides in both its architectur­ 
al qualities, its relatively original, unremodelled condition, and in its historical 
associations with a pioneer Florence family. It is an excellent example of transformed 
Sonoran architecture. The use of dimensioned timber rather than round, unmilled logs or 
cactus ribs, for roof beams and decking to support the original flat earth roof alone 
places the construction date of this house from the mid-1880s to early 1890s, by which 
time sawn lumber had become readily available locally. Its transformation by means of a 
new, sloping roof took place in all likelihood about the turn of the century (along with 
most other, similar transformations in the district). (continued on back)IrE'FRAT. Rnnwn'S'HV nKMrKTPT'tflN————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————DESCRIPTION 
JAssessor's Parcel No. 200-48-038

IWest half of Block 61, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the North.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-49

"filling in" the square, with rolled asphalt roofing on a flat wood frame roof 
structure on frame walls, clad in thin horizontal clapboarding. A wood framed 
hipped wood-shingle roofed porch shelters the south, or entry side of Phase A; 
with the outer edge of porch supported on a row of ornate turned wood columns. 
The original canales (rain spouts) of Phase A are visible projecting from high up 
on its south facade, just under the eaves of the later corrugated iron roof. A 
typical Sonoran-style corner fireplace is located in the northwest corner of the 
eastern room of Phase A. The remains of Sonoran-style mantas (cloth ceilings) are 
visible in Phase A. Mature tamarisk trees shade the west facade. Though the 
original window sash are missing, and the later, "upper" roof is in serious need 
of repair, the basic fabric of this building, including wood floors, baseboards, 
casings and fireplace, is essentially intact. The building, currently vacant, 
is clearly restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Built as income property by Carmen Michea, widow of Jean Baptiste Michea (see 
Fl-47), this house formed part of a sort of family "territory" or enclave of 
real estate holdings which the Micheas built up in this portion of the district, 
referred to as "East Florence" in the years after 1886 (when the Townsite dispute 
was finally settled).



Second Catholic Church of the
.Assumption Significant F1-50
[LOCATION
South side of 8th St. bet Final & Florence Stsji

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY i
Pinal

Mw&«£R

\ Roman Catholic Diocese of Tucson
>WNER'S ADDRESS
c/o Property Manager 
P. 0. Box 31 
Tucson,,AZ 85702

IFOKM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
)DPESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
'HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
1DATE

SJune 1978
VIEW
From Northeast

Religious
ACREAGE 

275,000 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PEkiOi)
Mission Revival Style
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1911-1912
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION . .This single hall type church, T-shaped in plan, is built with full 
(more than 10 ft) setbacks from the parcel's property lines. Approximate building di­ 
mensions: 100 ft deep overall (N-S); with the northern (higher) portion of the building 
containing the nave of the church. 38 ft wide (E~W)-,and the southern (lower) portion 
containing the sacristy and a small meeting room. 53 ft wide. Exterior walls: locally- 
made sand struck brick. The side walls of the higher(nave)portion of the church are 
buttressed by means of sloping brick pilasters at regular intervals. Paired arched-top 
windows are located between successive buttresses over the nave; pressed sheet metal
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This church is probably the best and most imposing example of
the Mission Revival Style in Central Arizona. Mission Revival is an architectural mode 
which originated in California about 1887, in response to the new appreciation in Califor­ 
nia of the state's earlier Hispanic heritage. Mission Revival was adapted from the Ba­ 
roque style of the early Spanish Colonial mission churches of both California and Texas, 
and appeared in Arizona during the opening years of the 20th century. Altough an adapt­ 
ation of Spanish Colonial architecture, this style basically was yet another example of 
the kind of cultural "importation" typical of the Eclectic Era (1880-1930).
FMBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION———————————————————;———————————————————:—————- 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-009

All that part of Florence Townsite lying between 8th and llth Streets on the North and 
South, and between Florence and Pinal Streets on the East and West, except the West 125 ft 
Includes Blocks 145, 160 and 170. Fl-50 is located near the center of the Northern por­ 
tion of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-51 and FT-136.
Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-50

"fish-scale" pattern roofing covers a truss-framed dimensioned-timber gable roof 
structure, the eaves of which overhang the nave's side walls. The same roofing 
is used to cover two successively lower wood-framed hip roof structures above the 
altar and over the sacristy/meeting room "wings" at the south (rear) end of the 
church. The front (north) facade is divided into three bays by additional slightly 
higher sloped buttresses, rising to a broken triple layered corbelled string course, 
on a level with the nave roof side-eaves. Below this string course the design elements 
are mainly rectilinear; above it they are curvilinear. The main entrance doors are 
flanked by small brick pilasters, and topped by a fan-light. The arched motif is 
repeated above the entry with a larger, arched choir-loft window, whose impost molding 
coincides with the line of the corbelled string course. The side bays contain 
quatrefoil windows below and rectangular windows (with arched head-frames) above. 
The upper windows are capped by pedimented molding, the architraves of which, again, 
coincide with the line of the corbelled string course. Above the string course, the 
facade rises as a parapet wall to an arched opening for the church-bell. The parapet 
wall's curvilinear edge is echoed by a triangular-shaped brick molding which connects 
the tops of the two inner buttresses. Two small arches and another quatrefoil opening 
in the upper portion of the facade function as attic vents. All of the moldings, 
pilasters and buttresses of the facade are executed in the same local brick as the 
facade itself. Although the original intention appears to have been to add the ex­ 
terior stucco finish which was typical of the Mission Revival Style, it was never 
carried out. On the interior, an ornately patterned pressed-metal ceiling is utilized. 
Daylight enters through striated green "cathedral glass" window-glazing, another 
feature typical of the Mission Revival period. A rhyolite corner-stone on the north 
facade bears the date "1911". Except for a few cracked rnortar joints in the brick 
work of the side and front elevations the building appears to be in excellent condition

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Second Assumption Church was built on the site of the earlier (First) Assumption 
Church, an American-Victorian/Gothic Revival adobe building of 1883 which burned in 
1893. It seems certain that Second Assumption Church was architect-designed, pro­ 
bably about 1910. It may be conjectured that the building was designed by Royal 
Lescher, then the Phoenix representative of the El Paso firm of Trost and Trost, a 
firm recognized at the time for their adaptations of the Mission Revival Style for 
institutional and commercial structures. It is known that the church was designed 
and constructed under the direction of the parish priest Father Henry Heitz, who was 
the last of a long line of French-born priests in Florence (see Fl-51). Second 
Assumption was formally dedicated in 1912 by Bishop Henry Granjon.



ATE INVENTORY:
pxuPEK'n NAME chapel of the Gila/St Theresa's 
Icademy/St Joseph's Academy/Assumption Parish Significant Fl-51
.OCATIONa 

IS. side of 8th bet. Final & Florence Streets
ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

ICITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

jRoman Catholic Diocese of Tucson 
(OWNER'S ADDRESS
P. 0. Box 31
Tucson, Arizona 85702

FDRJ4 COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, Arizona 85718

PHOTO BY
Pale H. Frens

jDATE 
ijune 1978

: rom Northeast
PRESENT USE
Religious
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran

JACREAGE 
1275,000 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATESBu i]t:E. wing, 1870; central 
part: ca. 1882-83;' SW winq;ca. 1890-96_____
HYSTCAI DESCRIPTION
This one story complex of structures was built with the northern portion of its west 
facade approximately in line with the east line of Church Street. The other facades of 
the complex have full (more than 10 ft)-setbacks from the parcel's property lines. The 
building's exterior walls, originally raw adobe laid up, at least in some areas, upon a 
stone foundation wall, were stuccoed in 1949. The complex was constructed in at least 
five district phases, as follows: Phase A (eastern wing, called "La Capilla del Gila" 
in the earliest records of this church),built in 1870 and used as the town's Catholic
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This complex of structures is central Arizona's finest example of the Spanish Colonial/ 
Sonoran style, the earliest architectural style utilized in Territorial, days in Arizona. 
It is also the last remaining mission church of the Territorial period. "La Capilla del 
Gila" (Phase A) is the first Catholic church (and probably the first church of any kind) 
in central Arizona. It is also the earliest building in the district, or in Florence, 
which can be assigned a definite construction date based on documentary evidence. The 
Capilla was built by Father Andre Echallier,, one of Bishop Salpointe's first seminarians, 
soon after the founding of^Florence. After completion of the new, larger 2nd Assumption

BOUNDARY' DESCRIPTION
All that part of Florence Townsite lying between 8th and llth Streets on the i^orth and 
South, and between Florence and Final Streets on the East and West, except the West 125 
ft. Includes Blocks 145, 160 and 170.Fl 51 is located near the center of the northern 
portion of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with FT-50 and Fl-129.

Assessor's Parcel No. : 200-49-009



Fl-51 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

church, 1870-1884 and 1893-1911; approximately 22 ft wide by 60 ft lonq, plus a 
semicircular apse added later, probably about 1900; Phase B (central section, parallel 
to 8th Street), built prior to 1882, probably initially used as a sacristy and a 
confessional, and later as part of a convent: approximately 20 ft wide by 66 ft lonq, 
with an open passageway at its center; Phase C (northern portion of the west-wing), 
built prior to 1882, probably initially as a priest's residence, later used as a part 
of the convent; approximately 15.5 ft wide by 40 ft lonq overall; Phase D (a detached 
2-room structure, just south of the west wing), built between 1883 and 1890 as an 
addition to the convent,with its west room probably built as the nuns' private chapel, 
and its east room as a kitchen/dining room; approximately 18 ft wide by 41 ft long; 
and Phase E (a narrow link between Phase C and Phase D), built between 1890 and 1898, 
with two entrances; approximately 8 ft wide by 23.5 ft long. Flat galvanized steel 
"channel-drain" roofing covers a wood-framed roof structure installed in 1949 above 
the original wood-supported earth roofing. The original earth roofing is supported 
by various types of wood structures, as follows: Phase A, sahuaro ribs on rough-hewn 
approx. 8" x 9" beams on 6 ft centers, with 2 x 12 dimensioned lumber joists placed 
at 2 ft centers between the beams as extra support; Phase B, sahuaro ribs on 5" to 8" 
diameter round log beams at 2 ft centers, sometimes on larger rough-hewn or round 
log girders; Phase C, dimensioned lumber decking on 2 x 12 dimensioned lumber beams; 
Phase E, sahuaro ribs on log beams at 2 ft centers. An intact fireplace and chimney 
are located in the wall between Phases B and C. Double-hung windows are used through­ 
out, and appear for the most part intact. A few doors may be original. Some of the 
original wood trim is intact; a portion has been reraaved , especially in Phase B. The 
east wall of Phase D collapsed in April, 1979 following two recent winters of except­ 
ionally heavy rain. Some exterior walls need underpinning and repair to halt deter­ 
ioration of the adobe caused by rising damp; better structural bracing between the 
later roof and the walls is also needed. It is clear that this building can be effect­ 
ively restored or rehabilitated, qiven a careful structural and architectural work 
program. A fund-raising campaign is presently underway with the assistance of 
Governor Bruce Babbitt, the Arizona Historical Society and the Tucson Diocese to 
stabilize and rehabilitate this unique historic complex for possible adaptive use as 
a senior citizens' center and/or a specialized museum.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Church to the west in 1883, the earlier church buildings were converted for use as 
St Theresa's Academy, a girl's school run by nuns from the order of St Joseph of 
Carondelet, and which opened in September 1883 with 80 students. After a few years, 
this school closed, but was reopened as St Joseph's Academy, operated by the Sisters 
of Mercy, and which held its first commencement ceremony in June, 1890. After fire 
destroyed 2nd Assumption Church in 1893, the old Chapel served again as the town's 
Catholic church until the completion of 3rd Assumption church (FT-50) in 1912. Since 
that time, the 10-room "Capilla complex" has served as a school, a parish hall, a 
recreation center, a food distribution center for the needy, indigent housing during 
the Depression and kitchen facilities for the annual church-sponsored Cinco de Mayo 
festival. The virtual catalog of wood structures found to have been utilized in this com- 
plexiito. support its original earth roof, ranging from sahuaro ribs on round log beams 
to dimensioned lumber decking on dimensioned lumber beams, provide a unique demons­ 
tration of the rapid progress made during the latter part of the 19th century in the 
fields of building technology and materials.



^RIZONA STATE HISTORIC DPERTY INVENTORY:
IPKUPERTY NAME |
IResidence Contributing I Fl-52
LOCATION 715 Quartz Street; 
East side of Quartz between 6th & 8th Streets

COUNTY

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ICT.TY/TOWN/VICI.NITY 
fFlorence Final

Donald & P. Young
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

box 693 
Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY 
IHarris J. Sobin, AIA

16550 N. Skyway Road 
ilucson, AZ 85718

HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
Uune 1978

jQuartz Street facade from the West
'RESENT U

IResidence
ACREAGE 
113,248 SF

STYLE OR CIILTUSAt PERIOD
Early Transitional/Utilitarian

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1904
HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A small single story detached dwelling, rectangular in plan, built 
with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from all four property lines. Approximate building 
dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 22 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: narrow vertical wood 
siding on wood frame. Roof: wood shingles on wood frame. The main portion of this 
structure is a gable-roofed rectangle, to which more gently pitched shed-roofed wings 
have been added on the north (an enclosed room) and south (an open porch). The building 
appears to be reasonably well maintained.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tne vertical wood siding and overall character of this modest 
frame structure, built during the last decade of the Territorial period, recall the simple 
prefabricated "moveable" buildings erected during the same years by Arizona's mines and 
railroads. Such portable structures were often designed to serve as workers' dwellings or 
railroad section houses. Fl-52 appears to have been originally an accessory building or 
guest house for the Ross/Cushman Residence (Fl-10).

BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————'

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-024
South half of Block 106, Townsite of Florence, plus the adjacent 20 ft on the East, plus 
the adjacent 30 ft by 145 ft on the South. Fl-52 is located on the Western portion of 
this parcel, thus shares the parcel with Fl-10.

Zoning: R3



PKOPERTY
ICharles W. Tillman Residence
OCATION 905 Willow Street; 
Northeast corner of Willow & 9th Streets

* JNTY

Contributing IF1-53
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence Final

Richard L. Buhrle
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 947
Florence, AZ 85232

IFOEM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
5DSESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

HOTO BY
Harris J, Sobin, AIA

JDATE
I Sept 1979

V r *From East
PRESENT USE
Residential
'STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD———— 
Sonoran transformed to Bungaloid

ACREAGE 
16,000 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES Bum 1n fa]] 1884/spr1ng 
1885: transformed after 1Q14____________

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A two S t0ry detached dwelling roughly square in plan, (including 
porches), built with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from the parcel's property lines on 
all four sides. Approximate overall building dimensions: 38 ft wide (N-S) by 41 ft deep 
(E-W). The building was built in at least two distinct phases: Phase A (Z-shaped one 
story structure), built in 1884-1885, originally a flat-roofed, all-adobe Sonoran dwell­ 
ing, its north-south oriented central spine containing two rooms on either side of a 
central hall to which two additional rooms were attached, one on the north facing west, 
and one on the south facing east: porches shaded both the east and west facades;
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The Or1g1nal Sonoran Style Tillman house was probably Flo­ 
rence's first center-hall plan residence as well as the first to have an indoor bathroom. 
Early 20th century owners transformed this flat-roofed Sonoran structure into a then more 
stylish "Bungaloid" configuration by adding the shingle covered wood frame second floor. 
These changes effectively "updated" an original Sonoran-Style structure into the sort of 
Bungalow-Style house which had come into local fashion starting about 1908 with Fl-7. 
The original Sonoran structure was built for Charles W. Tillman. Originally from upstate 
New York, Tillman later worked as a miner, carpenter and builder in California, New

L' BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-014

All of Block 151, Townsite of Florence, and 8 ft by 125 ft adjacent on the South.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-53

Phase B (a second story, roughly square-shaped in plan), built after 1914, in an 
adaptation of the Bungalow Style, covering on an upper level the full extent of 
the earlier structure below including the two porches, and utilizing wood-shingle 
covered frame walling and large gable roof with deeply projecting eaves and two 
dormers over each of the earlier "additional rooms" facing east and west. The earlier 
porches were now sheltered beneath part of each of the two gables of the main roof. 
Recent and intrusive arched windows have been cut into the north end of the "front" 
adobe facade, facing Willow Street. Much of the building's earlier interior trim 
and finishes survived intact. The building, though in need of maintenance, is 
restorable. Serious consideration should be given to upgrading this historic 
residence to "significant" status, through a program of careful rehabilitation, 
repairing rather than replacing deteriorated features, as well as respecting 
significant later changes which have taken place over the history of the building.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Mexico and Casa Grande before his arrival in Florence in 1881. He soon opened the 
town's first carpentry and furniture shop (site: SW corner, Bailey and 9th). After 
marriage to Florence's first school teacher, Flora Nesbitt,in 1882, he purchased 
this parcel in 1883, and moved into the newly completed house two years later. 
Tillman made some additions and improvements in 1886, at the time of the local 
canal boom. Following the local economic decline of the 1890s the Tillmans moved 
to Globe.
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IP:-:OPERT* NAME
I
iMichea/Suggs/ZelIweger Residence Contributing Fl-54
,OCATION 1011 W1 n ow street; 
[Southeast corner of Willow & 10th Streets

iCURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence Final

Russell S. & Ruth T. Zehringer
OWNER'S ADDRESS

box R
[Florence, AZ 85232

>Qm COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
SDK ESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY
(Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE 
iSept 1979

VIEW
jFrom West

Residence
ACREAGE 
19375 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Bungalow
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca, 1915
HYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ single story detached dwelling of long, narrow, rectangular form 
in plan, built with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from the parcel's property lines on 
all four sides. Approximate building dimensions: 28 ft wide (N-S) by 67 ft long (E-W). 
Exterior walls: a later stucco finish on original exposed brick. Roof: asphalt-shingle 
covered dimensioned-timber framed gable roof structure. The building's west-facing front 
entrance, at the center of one of its narrower (gabled) facades, is sheltered by a deep 
open porch formed by an extension of the main roof. This porch spans the full width of 
the gable end supported on two square-section timber posts. Deep eaves on all sides are
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Built approximately mid-way through the period of popularity 
of the Bungalow Style in Florence, the Michea/Suggs/Zellweger Residence is a good local 
representative of the style. Over the intervening years, several exterior changes have 
been made (e.g., exterior stucco finish; replacement of original window openings and 
trim). While giving the structure a more "modern" appearance, these changes also tend 
to diminish certain aspects of the building's original atmosphere characteristic of the 
Bungalow Style. Nonetheless the building retains the basic qualities of its original 
style and period, i.e., its overall massing, shape, scale, landscaping and site utiliz-
IVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-025
North 75 ft of Block 26, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence. Fl-54 is located on 
the Western 2/3rds (approx.) of this parcel, thus shares the same parcel with Fl-55 which 
is located on the Eastern l/3rd (approx.) of the same lot.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) FT-54

cantilevered out on exposed wood joists (on the long facades) or on lookouts (on the 
gable-ends). A low "woven" wood fence marks the parcel's north and west property 
lines. The building is in good condition and readily restorable with a relatively 
minor effort.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

ation. These qualities are all characteristic of the demographically and aesthetic­ 
ally Anglo-American and anti-regional type of development which characterized the 
"West Florence" subarea during its major period of growth (1887-1930).

Records suggest this residence was built by Louis Michea in 1915 (for Michea, see 
Fl-47), sold the next year to E.H. Suggs, then sold by Suggs to J.H. Zellweger in 
1923. John H. Zellweger was a member of a prominent early cattle ranching family 
in Pinal and Pima counties. A founder of the First National Bank of Florence and 
for some years its president, he was the town's mayor from 1930 to 1934.



PERTI NAME Michea/ZelIweger Residence 
&": UtiiTty"-Building Contributing ! F1-54A

.OCATION ion Willow Street (rear); 
jSouthwest corner of 10th & Quartz Streets

^COUNTY

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

IITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence Final

IRussell S & Ruth T. Zehringer
ADDRESS

IBox R 
Florence, AZ 85232
IFORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
lADD'RESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
>HOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
VIEW

Southeast

JDATE 

[Sept 1979

PRESENT USE 
Garage & Utility Building

ACREAGE
9375 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Bungalow
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 191-5
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached garage and storage room or guest house, 
square shaped in plan, built with its front (east) facade on the parcel's Quartz Street 
property line, and full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from the other property lines. Approx­ 
imate building dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 30 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: stucco 
on lath on wood frame. Roof: asphalt-shingle covered wood-framed gable roof. A low 
wood fence defines the rear and side property lines. The structure is in good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Fl-55 is a good example of a typical artifact of America's 
first automotive age - a genuine Bungalow house garage! Its modest form, colors, scale 
and materials all relate well to the building's context, aided by the fact that its roof 
Ipitch matches that of the "main house" to which it is ancillary. The original state of 
its finishes, window trim and overall detailing (except for the new garage door) suggests 
that the building has undergone less modification and "updating" than the main house 
(Fl-54) itself.

VERBAL BOUNDARY.
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-025
North 75 ft of Block 26, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence. Fl-55 is located on 
the Eastern third (approx.) of this lot, thus shares the same parcel with Fl-54 which is 
located on the Western two thirds (approx.) of the lot.

Zoning: R2



PROPERTY SAME

Michea/Branaman Bungalow Contributing Fl-57
LOCATioN lin W1 n ow Street; 
East side of Willow bet 10th & 12th Streets
CTTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

JCOUNTY
Final

Douglas B. & Juanita Crawford as J/T
PWNER'S ADDRESS

Florence, AZ 85232

{FORI-l COMPLETED BY
1 Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'KOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE 
iSept 1979

I. 4-From West
PRESENT us 
' Residence

ACREAGE 
5625 SF

ISTYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Bungalow

ISIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1915
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, somewhat bottle-shaped in plan- 
form, with one of its narrow sides facing Willow Street. Fl-57 was built with its south 
facade on the parcel's south porperty line, and with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks 
from the front (west) rear (east) and north property lines. Approximate overall building 
dimensions: 31 ft wide (IM-S) by 65 ft deep (E-W). The easterly (rear) 17 ft of the house 
consisting of a frame service or sleeping porch, measures about 20 ft wide. Exterior 
walls: (front two-thirds) exposed local sand-struck brick; (rear one-third) asbestos- | 
cement shingles on wood frame. Roof: asphalt-shingle covered wood frame hipped structurj 

all .sin,g1e,jnonoj).lt.ch,-_rQofed attic dormer-vent at the center of its front (west-facing) 1nqle monopitcn-r 
STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE This house is the southernmost of a row of three Willow Street
bungalows (Fl-54, Fl-7 and Fl-57). Together these form a significant ensemble which 
strongly reflects the "imported" Anglo-American (and anti-regional) tastes and preference: 
of the status-oriented "West Florence" neighborhood and its residents during the first tw< 
decades of the 20th Century. In addition, this house represents the less common hipped- 
roof type of bungalow. Instead of the more usual gable-roofed Bungalow, with its entry 
side gable above a deeply shadowed, full-width veranda, all four sides of the roof of thi: 
house are framed into a hipped roof; eaves supported on cantilever rafter-tails (or 
iolst ends) prp.iect everywhere along the building's perimeter. The hipped type of bun-si prg.ij

INDARY. DVERBAL sou EbURIFTiOW

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-027
Block 26 of Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence; the South 45 ft of the South 50 ft 
adjacent. Fl-57 is located on the Western half (aprox.) of this parcel; it shares the 
same parcel with Fl-106.
Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-57

slope. An original entry veranda, framed in wood and with a corner brick support, is 
located on the northwest corner of the house. The veranda has been enclosed more 
recently with intrusive aluminum-framed glazing, coated with a reflective film. The 
building appears to be well-maintained and could readily be restored to its original 
condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

galow often utilizes only a modest entry veranda r limited to a small area 
carved out of one front corner as in this case. Sucn verandas are occasionally 
enclosed at a later date, as here, to create an additional room. Such verandas, 
though limited in size, nonetheless effectively served to shelter and mark the 
house entrance. While available evidence does not reveal an exact construction 
date or the owner's name, the records suggest the house may have been built in 
1915 by Louis Michea, a son of the local mercantile family (for Michea see Fl-47). 
Harris Branaman, a later owner (1921 ff) was a member of a well-known Florence family 
from the early years of the 20th century. From 1905 to 1912, directories listed 
William T., Harris Branaman's father, as engaged in the "buss and transfer" or 
"hack and express" business.



fP^OPERTl
^Harris Branaman Residence Garage Neutral F1-57A
.OCATION mi willow Street (rear); j
[West side of Quartz between 10th & 12th Streets!
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY JCOIJNTY j
Florence j Final j
tJSSEEI
iDouglas & Juanita Crawford as J/T j

fCUBRENT PHOTOGBAPH

{OWNER'S ADDRESS

JBox 95 
Florence, AZ 85232

X COMPLETED BY
;Harris J. Sobin, AIA

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
!Tucson, AZ 85718

iOTO BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

JDATE
jSept 1979

VIEW
From Southeast
>RESEN7 USE
Storage

fSTYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

JACREAGE 
15625 SF

Early 20th Century/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1921
HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story garage, built with its east or front entrance facade on the parcel's 
Quartz Street property line. Approximate building dimensions: 23 ft wide by 27 ft deep, 
Exterior walls: partly corrugated sheet metal, partly asphalt shingles, on timber frame 
Rolled asphalt covers a flat timber-framed roof.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Fl-106 was built to serve the Branaman Bungalow (Fl-57) and is probably contemporaneous 
with it. It appears, however, that the exterior of F1-57A has undergone remodelling to 
the point where much of its original integrity has been lost. It has been rated "neutral 
on the basis of its modest vertical scale, overall form and "zero setback" siting, all 
qualities not incompatible with its immediate context. A careful program of restoring 
this structure's original exterior appearance would be of potentially great benefit, not 
only to the "main house" to which this structure is ancillary, but to the surrounding 
area as well. F1-57A is ancillary to Fl-57, the Branaman Bungalow.___ __ _____

1VER BALJBODHDAKYrjjE;S CR IFF! ON

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-027

The South 45 ft of the 50 ft adjacent on the South of Block 26, Wheat's Addition to the
Town of Florence. F1-57A is located on the Eastern half (approx.) of this parcel, thus
it shares the same parcel with Fl-57.

Zoning: R2



Florence Market).
Commercial Building (S. half,

Contributing Fl-58
.OCATION
West side of Main bet 6th

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
& 8th Streets

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
!Florence

COUNTY
I Final

H.C. Schewel 
>WNER*S ADDRESS"
Box 666
Florence, AZ 85232

K COMPLETED BY 
Harris 0. Sobin, AIA

IADDSESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
[Tucson, AZ 85718

! HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
1DATE

jJune 1978
VIEV
From East

PRESENT USE Grocery Market ( fron t)/ ACREAGE 
I Warehouse (rear) ;4200 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century Commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1917

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story commercial building, rectangular in plan, built with 
fits east (Main Street) and west (Granite Street) facades on the parcel's east and west 
jproperty lines respectively, and its south wall on the parcel's south property line. The 
jbuilding's north side shares a party wall with the adjacent structure to the north (Fl-18' 
:Approximate building dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 145 ft deep (E-W) by 20.5 ft high. 
Exterior walls: (Main Street facade), stucco on local sand-struck brick; (Granite Street 
facade), exposed local sand-struck brick. Roof: (western half), corrugated metal co­ 
vered gable dimensioned timber structure utilizing 8-panel timber Howe trusses, clear 
spanning the 30 ft building width; (eastern half), rolled asphalt covered flat dimension- 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This structure represents an unpretentious, basically utilita­ 
rian interpretation of the Neo-Classical Revival (or "Early 20th Century Commercial") 
Style. During the post World War I years this style often found expression in a simple, 
almost "style-free" mode of constructing urban retail or flexible-use loft space. "Early 
20th Century Commercial" as here, is characterized by large, glazed shopfronts sheltered 
by light-weight cantilevered wood and metal awnings surmounted by continuous glazed tran­ 
soms and almost featureless parapet walls. The interiors of these buildings, as in Fl-58 
are relatively deep in comparison to their width, and their central (and darkest) por­ 
tions are usually illuminated by means of one or more large-scale skylights. As with (VERBAL BOUNDARY "DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————~

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-022

The North 30 ft of that portion of 7th Street lying between Main & Granite Streets which 
is now closed.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-58

ed-timber structure. A large (about 8 ft by 12 ft) monopitch skylight in the north- 
facing slope of the gable roof provides illumination for the rear (warehouse) portion 
of this building. The Main Street facade of Fl-58 was designed with fixed glazed 
transom lights, above a glazed shopfront. Its parapet wall has a recessed horizontal 
panel for signage, and a slightly projecting (stuccoed) parapet cap. A cantilevered 
metal awning over the sidewalk on the entrance (Main Street) facade is braced by 
tension rods from the parapet wall. The front portion of the building is used as 
part of the supermarket currently housed in the adjacent structure to the north 
(Fl-18); the rear is used as a market-warehouse storage facility. The building is 
in good restorable condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

a number of other Main Street structures, Fl-58 was built within a portion of one 
block of a former public street (in this instance, the northern half of 7th Street) 
closed by action of the Town Council.



pKOFERTf"HAFESeconcTI^s Movie Theatre 
Spur Theatre [I Contributing JF1-59
OCATION 802 Main Street; 
West side of Main bet 6th

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
& 8th Streets

fCITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

:OUNTY 
Final

Long Theatres, Inc.
)WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 312
Safford, AZ 85546

IFOILM C054PLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS

:6550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

{DATE

IJune 1978
IVIEW
From East
'RESENT USE

IVacant theatre
TACREAGE 
•9940 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERi00 r . „.., r .Early 20th Century 
Commercial transformed to Moderne
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1925; transformed after 1940
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story movie theatre structure, built within the southern ! 
half of one block of a former public street (7th Street) closed by action of the Town 
Council. Fl-59 was constructed with its front facade on the parcel's Main Street property 
line, its north and south facades contiguous with the adjacent buildings, and its west j 
facade set back about 40 ft from the west (Granite Street) property line. Approximate ! 
building dimensions: 45.5 ft wide (N-S) by 110 ft deep (E-W), and a maximum height of 22 
ft. Exterior walls: originally exposed brick, later stuccoed with stepped brick parapet 
walls on the east and west facades (later the Main Street parapet was remodelled to in­ 
clude an additional middle 'step'). Roof: rolled asphalt, rovers a
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE For many years, this building functioned as Florence's movie 
theatre. "Moving picture" theatres played a vital role during the pre-World War II de­ 
cades in providing both entertainment and a social center for many of America's small 
towns. Fl-59 is one of a group of three district structures of the 1920s which were built 
and operated by early and successful Phoenix movie house entrepreneur, George Mauk (see 
Fl-61). Mauk's first Isis Movie Theatre (a part of which was located on the southern por­ 
tion of this parcel) was destroyed in a major fire in December, 1924. Mauk built a new 
theatre and a new small store building on Main Street (Fl-61), plus a "caretaker house" 
Fl-60) at the rear, utilizing the original theatre site plus the southern half of 7th
[VERBAL BOUNDARY. 
ssessor's Parcel No. 200-44-004A

The North 16.5 ft of Block 123, Townsite of Florence, plus the West 20 ft and North 30 ft 
by 145 ft adjacent. Fl-59 is located on the Eastern 3/4s (approx.) of this parcel; it 
shares the same parcel with Fl-60 ("caretaker house" in rear).
Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-59

gabled structure. A metal and timber sidewalk canopy is suspended by metal tension 
rods from the building's Main Street parapet wall. The movie theatre marquee and 
tall, vertical neon sign mounted perpendicular to the facade are both later additions 
The building though in need of maintenance, is restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Street between Main and Granite. The facades of both the theatre and adjacent store 
building (Fl-61) were initially constructed using the same face-brick and in the same 
"Early 20th Century Commercial" Style. Later exterior remodelling has transformed 
the theatre into an example of (late) Moderne, a style typically, and appropriately, 
utilized for "movie palaces" throughout the Southwest during the 1930s and 1940s.



pHOPERTY NAME
Residence Contributing Fl-60
[LOCATION
East side of Granite St. bet 6th & 8th Streets
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

jCOWTY
I Final

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

Long Theatres, Inc.
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 312
Safford, AZ 85546
IFOBK COMPLETED BY 
iHarris J. Sobin, AIA
IADD3ESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

DATE 
June 1978

{VIEW
From West

USE
Residence (vacant)

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
American Victorian

(ACREAGE
19940 SF
j_____

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1925

[PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story dwelling, rectangular in plan form, built with its 
west side on the parcel's west (Bailey Street) property line, its north side sharing a 
party wall with the south side of FT-58, and with more than 10 ft setbacks from structure; 
to the east and south. Fl-60 was constructed within what was a portion of the southern 
half of one block of 7th Street, a former public way; this portion of 7th Street was 
closed about 1925 by action of the Town Council. Exterior walls: exposed locally-made 
sand-struck brick. Roof: rolled asphalt covering a dimensioned timber hipped roof strud 
ure. The floor level of this residence is raised approximately three feet above grade.

____________________________(see over)_____STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This sma11 dweiiing built on the same parcel of land as the 
Second Isis Moving Picture Theatre of 1925 (FT-59) and located directly behind it, was 
probably constructed by Arizona movie theatre entrepreneur George Mauk. The structure 
appears to have been built to house the Isis 1 local caretaker/operator. With its brick 
walling and vertically proportioned window openings, the building is a late, and rather 
unsophisticated example of the American-Victorian Style of architecture. Used in recent 
years as a rental unit, Fl-60 is currently vacant.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————— 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-004 A
The North 42.5 ft of Block 123, Townsite of Florence, plus the West 20 ft and North 30 ft 
by 145 ft adjacent. Fl-60 is located in the Western quarter (approx.) of this parcel, am 
shares the same parcel with Fl-59 (Isis/Spur Theatre).

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-60

Access to its front door on Granite Street is by means of a 5-riser exterior cement 
stair. Although the building is in need of maintenance (roof, stairs), it could be 
restored with relatively little effort.



PROPERTY NAME

Mauk Building -.S inn If leant Fl-61
LOCATION 8Q8 Ma1n street .
West side of Main Street bet. 6th & 8th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

;ITY/TOWN/VICINITY
fFlorence

COUNTY
I Pinal

Frank G. & Connie M. Ormsby
pWNER'S ADDRESS

iBox 808 
jFlorence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
iDDBESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

r 4.From East
IPRESENI USE 
Vacant (commercial)

JDATE 
(June 1978

ACREAGE 
9940 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERiO!) Ea rly 20tn Century

Commercial/Neo-Classical Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1925
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION j\ s -j n gle story commercial structure, rectangular in plan, built witP 
its front facade on the parcel's east (Main Street) property line, and its. south side on 
the parcel's south property line. Its north side shares a party wall with the adjacent 
theatre building on the north (Fl-59), and its west side is set back about 85 ft from the 
parcel's west (Granite Street) property line. Approximate building dimensions: 26 ft 
wide (N-S) by 60 ft deep (E-W) by a maximum of 20 ft high. Exterior walls: (Main Street 
facade), exposed light buff-colored brick; (side and rear facades), exposed red brick. 
Roof: (eastern 2/3rds), flat metal roofing on a flat dimensioned timber structure;
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This small commerc j a ] building is a good example of the Early 
20th Century Commercial (or Neo-Classical Revival) Style, which (as here) often incorpor­ 
ated stripped or stylized elements of classical architecture. The building is one of a 
group of three structures (Fl-59, Fl-60 & Fl-61) built and owned by the early, and suc­ 
cessful, regional movie-house mogul, and later U.S. Marshall, George Mauk of Phoenix. Be­ 
ginning in 1912, Mauk built up a chain of movie houses in nine Central Arizona cities and 
towns/one of which was the First Isis Theatre (built in 1913, acquired by Mauk in 1915), 
a portion of which was originally located on the same Main Street site as Fl-61. After
{VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 299-44-004B
The South 26.10 ft of the North 42.5 ft of Block 123, Townsite of Florence, and the 20 ft 
adjacent on the West.
Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-61

(western l/3rd), corrugated metal roofing on a steeply sloping monopitch dimensioned 
timber structure. A full parapet surrounds the eastern 2/3rds of the building. The 
western side of this parapet projects above the high end of the monopitch roof covering 
the western third of the building, and contains three narrow horizontal window openings. 
The building's Main Street facade incorporates a partially remodelled glazed shopfront 
with a fixed glazed full-width transom above. The facade is sheltered by a cantile- 
vered timber and metal shade canopy, braced by metal tension rods to a concrete lintel/ 
bond beam which forms the top of the transom. Above the concrete lintel, the light- 
colored brick parapet incorporates a string soldier course below a wide flat brick 
panel with the name "Mauk" spelled out in raised brick letters within a raised rect­ 
angular frame of brick stretchers, below a stepped soldier course parapet cap. The 
building is in excellent condition, and is readily restorable with minimum effort.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

the disastrous fire of December 22, 1924, which destroyed half of this Main Street 
block, including the stucco-on-frame Isis, Mauk rebuilt his Florence properties. 
His reconstruction program included building Fl-61. The building was in use as 
Arizona Edison Company's local office during the period 1941-1951, and as Arizona 
Public Service Company's local office by 1960. The building is currently vacant.



NAME Perfection Bakery/ 
Green Parrot Buffet/"Jr. T s" Playland Contributing Fl-62
LOCATION 812 Main Street; ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

West side of Main bet 6th & 8th Streets
[CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

OUNTY 
Pinal

Barbara E. & Jack R. Moraga 1/2 UI; 
Margaret Gram'11 o 1/2 UI___________

pWER'S ADDRESS
Uack & Barbara Moraga 
11085 Tasman, Space 447 
|Sunnyvale, CA 94086
{FORK COMPLETED BY
1 Harris 0, Sobin, AIA

JDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY
Dale H, Frens

JDATE
I June 1978

VIEW
From East
PRESENT USE
Commercial (vacant)

JACREAGE
!2900 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERiOD Eapl y 2Qth Century

Commercial/Neo-Classical Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES 
Built ca. 1927

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION. ^ single story commerical structure, rectangular in plan, with a 
narrower rectangular "wing" at rear, built with its front (east) facade on the parcel's 
north and south property lines. Its west facade is set back about 12 ft from an adjacent 
structure (Fl-63) on the same parcel to the west. Approximate building dimensions: (main 
structure), 20 ft (N-S) by 60 ft (E-W) by a maximum of 15.5 ft high, (small "wing" at 
rear), 11 ft (N-S_ by 12 ft (E-W). Exterior walls: (rear, sides, parapet) exposed brick 
(lower part of Main Street facade), painted brick; original shopfront remodelled, partly 
blocked up; (parapet wall), light buff-colored brick. Roof: rolled asphalt covered
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE F1 _62 is an unpretentious yet representative example of the 
latter phase of the "Early 20th Century Commercial" or Neo-Classical Revival Style com­ 
mercial structure. The building stands on the site of a two story Early Transitional 
Style structure built in 1908, the ground floor of which housed J.G. Keating's New Tunnel 
Saloon (1908-1914). After enactment of state prohibition, the New Tunnel Saloon building 
was used as a pool hall (ca. 1915) and later housed Smith's Florence Bakery (ca. 1920- 
1924), During this period, the building's second floor was used as hotel rooms. A major 
conflagration destroyed the New Tunnel Saloon building in December, 1924, along with half

[VERBAL BODNBAKX DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-005
South 20 ft of the North half of Block 123, Townsite of Florence, plus adjacent 20 ft on 
West. Fl-62 is located on the eastern half (approx.) of this lot, thus shares the same 
parcel of land with Fl-63

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-62

dimensioned-timber framed gable structure, with two skylights. The stepped parapet 
wall on Main Street incorporates a central stuccoed, step-shaped bordered and re­ 
cessed panel for signage, and a slightly projecting concrete parapet cap. A cantile- 
vered wood and corrugated metal horizontal shade canopy, sheltering the lower part of 
the Main Street facade, is braced from the top of the parapet with metal tension rods. 
The building is well secured and in good restorable condition. Present occupant recently 
(1981.) cleaned front (east) brick facade which revealed the original painted sign 
("PERFECTION BAKERY") in the recessed signage panel on the parapet wall.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

of the rest of this Main Street block. After the fire, Keating sold this parcel to 
Joseph Langnickel, who built this one-story brick building for use as his bakery, 
with his bake-house and ovens located at the rear of the store (in the narrower 
"wing"). In use as a bakery into the early 1940s, by 1945 it had become Richard 
Brady's "Green Parrot Buffet", a tavern; and by the 1970s, "Junior's Playland", 
a pool hall and game room catering to local teenagers. The building is presently 
vacant.



IP<;OPERTY NAME

Joseph Langnickel/Richard Brady Residence Contributing Fl-63
.OCATIOM
East side of Granite bet 6th & 8th Streets

ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

fC ITY / TOWN /VICINITY
Florence

OUNTY
Final

Barbara E. & Jack R. Moraga 1/2 UI; 
Margaret Gram'Ho 1/2 UI_____________

5 ADDRESS
Jack & Barbara Moraga 
1085 Tasman, Space 447 
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
iADDFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

3HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE 
June 1978

IVIEV 
From West
PRESENT USE
Residence (vacant)
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran

ACREAGE 
2900 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1926
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION ^ partly single, partly two-story dwelling, forming a long narrow 
rectangle in plan, filling the narrow (N-S) dimension of the parcel. Fl-63 is built with 
its entrance (west) facade on the parcel's western (Granite Street) property line, its 
north and south side walls on the parcel's corresponding property lines, and its east 
facade set back about 12 ft from the adjacent structure on the east. Approximate buildim 
dimensions: one-story portion (western 3/5ths), 20 ft wide (N-S) by 36 ft deep (E-W); 
(eastern 2/5ths), 20 ft wide (N-S) by 24 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: (first floor), 
stuccoed adobe; (2nd floor), horizontal wood siding on dimensioned timber frame. Roof:
SiAXEMENi OF SIGNIFICANCE j n exterior appearance a somewhat unprepossessing example of 
the adobe walled Sonoran tradition, this small house is nonetheless important for two 
reasons. First, it is an example of the unexpectedly long survival of the Sonoran and 
other relatively primitive,, yet climatically appropriate adobe building traditions 
utilized in the district and in Florence well into the middle of the 20th century (a phe- 
nemenon revealed by the original 1977 survey on which the Florence Townsite Historic 
District Nomination is based). Second, this building makes very effective use of an ex­ 
tremely limited site, and its pleasant, vertically expansive interior spatial and en-

(VERBAL BOUNDARY 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-005
South 20 ft of the North half of Block 123, Towns ite of Florence, plus adjacent 20 ft on 
West. Fl-63 is located on the Western half (approx.) of this lot, thus shares the same 
parcel with Fl-62).
Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-63

rolled asphalt covered flat dimensioned timber framed structure. The integrity of 
the building's interior is still intact. Interior detailing includes pressed metal 
ceilings in several of the rooms, 1910-1920 style door and window casings, etc.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

vironmental qualities are visible reminders that the "zero setback;", high density, 
low-rise planning so typical of the 19th century city dwelling can provide comfortable, 
attractive yet cost-efficient housing in an urban setting.

This structure stands on the site of a former livery stable operated by the Branaman 
family (Fl-57). It was built after a major fire destroyed most of the structures on 
the block in 1924. The building was probably constructed by baker Joseph Langnickel 
as a residence conveniently close to his new Main Street bakery (Fl-62). During the 
1940s and 1950s it was in use as the residence of Richard Brady, who operated his 
"Green Parrot Buffet" in the former bakery. Used in more recent years as a rental 
unit, the building is currently vacant.



iPKOFERTi 
Old Florence Fire Station F1-64

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHLOCATION
Northeast corner of Granite & 8th Streets
SITY/TOWN/VIC I.NITY
Florence Final

Cletus E. Ball (Estate of)
DWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 868
Florence, AZ 85232

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDPBSS

[6550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY
Harris 0. Sobin, AIA

JDATE
I Sept 1979

VIEW
From Southwest
PRESENT
Vacant

(ACREAGE
b77.5 SF

STYLE OR CULTUB1L PEBIOD
Early 20th Century Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1925 (?)
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ S j n gle story detached fire station structure, square shaped on 
plan, built with its west and south facades on the parcel's Granite and 8th Street pro­ 
perty lines respectively, and with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from property lines on 
its other two sides. Approximate building dimensions: 20 ft wide by 20 ft deep. Exter­ 
ior walls: corrugated metal cladding on dimensioned timber frame. Roof: rolled asphalt 
covered flat dimensioned timber structure. A fire in April, 1979 did some minor damage to 
the interior; the building is in restorable condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Before the Town of Florence acquired a permanent fire station 
in 1948 (Fl-115), it relied for fire protection on the facilities and crew of this build 
ing for over 20 years. Documentary evidence suggests this garage/office building was 
built soon after the conflagration of December, 1924, which nearly levelled all of the 
structures on this block. During the 1930s, this "Fire Station" sheltered the town's one 
piece of fire apparatus, a Mack "500 g.p.m. pumper with 100 gallon booster tank". The 
Mack fire engine (now in the County Historical Society) was called into action by a publi< 
alarm. This small metal building is not only a tangible reminder of a chapter of local 
history, but also stands for an earlier, less technological version of one of the essent-VEPxBAL WJNDMY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-008
South 46.5 ft of Block 123, Townsite of Florence, plus adjacent 20 ft on West, excluding 
North 17 ft by 145 ft. Fl-64 is located on the Western quarter of this not, thus shares 
the same parcel of land with Fl-20.
Zoning: B2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-64 

ial services a municipality renders to all its residents.



popEKH MME First National Bank of Florence/ 
I First National Bank of Arizona_________ Contributing Fl-65
LOCATION 920 Main Street; 
West side of Main St. bet 8th & 10th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Edna Fulbright
[OWNER'S ADDRESS
c/o First National Bank of Arizona 
Box 20551, Dept. 917 
Phoenix, AZ 85036

*OKM COMPLETED"^ 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
>BOIG BY

Dale H. Frens
[DATE

(June 1978
'JEW

From East
PRESENT USE

Commercial
ACREAGE 
J3625 SF

STYLE OR CULTUMT^ERiU

Commercial transformed to Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1916;last remodelled ca. 1951

DESCRIPTION A s -j n gi e story commercial structure, rectangular in plan, built with 
its front (east) facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its north side sharing 
a party wall with the adjacent structure to the north (FT-22), its south side on the par­ 
cel's south property line, and its west wall set back approximately 85 ft from the par­ 
cel's west property line. Approximate building dimensions: 25 ft wide (N-S), by 60 ft 
deep (E-W) by 19.5 ft high. Exterior walls: exposed random pattern multicolored brick, 
using both common and stacked bond on Main Street facade, exposed common brick elsewhere. 
Front facade incorporates the use of brick soldier courses as a base course, as window
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ^ ̂.^.^ ̂  Or1g1nally constructed to house the First

I National Bank of Florence (founded by John Zellweger: see Fl-54), circa 1916. It conti­ 
nued as their headquarters until the institution closed permanently following the "Bank 
Holiday" of 1933. From about 1936 to 1938 the building was leased as the local office of 
the San Carlos Irrigation District, and from 1938 to 1951 used by then-owner Tom Fulbrighl 
well known local lawyer and county attorney, as his law office. Since 1951, it has been 
leased to the First National Bank of Arizona as their Florence branch office. Some as­ 
pects of the 1951 exterior remodelling (e.g., cosmetic beam-ends and shade canopy) appear

BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————"

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-011

North 25 ft of the 45 ft by 145 ft adjacent on the South to Block 149, Townsite of 
Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-65

sills and heads, and as a parapet cap. A row of cosmetic metal "beam ends" projects 
from just below the top of the parapet. A circa 1951 remodelling by the building's 
present tenants, the First National Bank of Arizona, included installation of a 
shingle-roofed dimensioned-timber framed sidewalk canopy along the Main Street 
facade. Its outer edge is supported on angle-cut bracket capitals on square wood 
posts. The building is in good condition, and readily restorable to its earlier 
appearance with only a moderate effort.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

out of character with this structure's context.

Fl-65 stands on the site of Florence's first 2-story brick building, the 1888 "Hall" 
built by C.D. Henry and F.E. McCrary. The ground floor of the "Hall" was used as a 
liquor and cigar store, and its second floor as Florence Lodge # 4 of the Ancient 
Order of United Workmen (A.O.U.W). This earlier building had disappeared by 1898.



IPK0PERTY MAME
i

Commercial Building Contributing Fl-66
LOCATION 918 Main street 
West side of Main Street bet 8th & 10th Sts.

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CTTY/TOWN/VICJ.NITY
Florence

jCOtJNTY
I Pinal

Warren & Janice Morgan as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 1516 
Coolidge, AZ 85228

rORK COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
vDDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
>HOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

{DATE
f
I June 1978

r IEW
From East
'RESENT USE

Commercial
ACREAGE

3190 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonpran __________
SIGNIFICANT'DATES
Built between 1898 and 1911
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story commercial structure, rectangular in plan, built 
with its front (east) facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its flanking wall 
on the side property lines, and its west facade set back about 90 ft from the west (Gra­ 
nite Street) property line. Approximate building dimensions: 22.5 ft wide by 55 ft deep 
by 17 ft high. Exterior walls: stuccoed adobe. Roof: rolled asphalt-covered flat di­ 
mensioned timber roof structure over the building's original wood-supported earth roof. 
The parapet is capped by an elegantly profiled painted wood cornice. Some later remodel­ 
ling of the lower section of the front facade included removal of exterior wood casings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Together with Fl-17, Fl-26, Fl-67 and Fl-68, this is one of 
the five remaining untransformed examples of the adobe-walled regional/vernacular earth- 
roofed Sonoran or Spanish Colonial architectural tradition still standing on Main Street. 
These structures thereby belong to the first non-Indian building tradition utilized in 
Arizona during Territorial times. Together, they contribute in a unique way toward main­ 
taining the integrity of both the street and the district as representative cross-section! 
of Territorial and early statehood period urban Central Arizona environments.
On the 1890 and 1898 Sanborn maps of Florence, a one-story adobe structure measuring

BOUNDARY, DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-012

South 22 ft of 45 ft by 145 ft adjacent on South of Block 149,' Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-66

and trim. A recent shingle-roofed timber sidewalk canopy supported on round log 
posts shelters the Main Street facade. The building is in very good condition, and is 
readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

approximately 27 ft wide by 90 ft deep and used as a "restaurant" occupied the site 
of this building. No positive evidence has been found as to whether or not any 
portions of that earlier structure are contained within Fl-66. The building in its 
present form and size is indicated on the Sanborn map of 1911 as "vacant". It 
appears as a "bank" on the 1915 map (probably Pinal Bank & Trust Co.), as an "office" 
on the 1941 map. By 1960 the building was used as the offices of Arizona Water Co. 
and Southwest Gas Corp.



JPiaJPERTT
I Commercial Building Fl-67

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHLOCATION

West side of Main bet 8th & 10th Streets
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

GUNTY
Pinal

U-iMbs.ti.tC.

Luther P. & Peggy Jo Dammann
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 489
Florence, AZ 85232

IFOFuM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

lADDFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PMOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

PATE 
iJune 1978

VIEW
From East

[PRESENT USE

Vacant commercial___
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran

{ACREAGE

!2682.5 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1886-1889
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story commercial structure, more or less rectangular in 
plan, built with its front (east)facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its 
north and south flanking walls on the side property lines, and with its west facade set 
back about 98 ft from the west (Granite Street) property line. Approximate building di­ 
mensions: 18.5 ft wide (N-S) by 47 ft deep (E-W) by 15 ft high. Exterior walls: stucco 
on adobe, with parapet height increased at a later date by the addition of approximately 
2.5 ft of painted concrete block. Roof: metal covered flat dimensioned-timber frame 
structure above an original wood-supported earth roof. Two of this building's original
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Together with Fl-17, Fl-26, Fl-66 and Fl-68, this structure is 
one of the five remaining untransformed examples of the adobe-walled, earth roofed Sono­ 
ran tradition (the local, regional form of "everyday" Spanish Colonial architecture) 
still standing on Main Street. These five structures therefore belong to the earliest 
non-Indian building tradition utilized in Arizona during Territorial times. They : toge­ 
ther contribute in a unique way toward maintaining the integrity of both street and dis­ 
trict as representative cross-section of Territorial and early statehood period Central 
Arizona urban environments. An adobe store building measuring approximately 20 ft wide
(VERBAL BOUNDARY, DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-016B
North 12 ft more or less of Block 1 of Wheat's Addition to Florence, plus the South 12 f 
more or less of 9th Street now closed, plus the 20 ft of Granite Street now closed adja­ 
cent on the West. Fl-67 is located on the Northern 3/5ths (approx.) of this parcel, thus 
shares the same parcel with Fl-68.
Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-67

canales (rain spouts) are still in place in the adobe portion of the parapet wall 
facing Main Street. Later remodelling of the lower portion of the front facade 
included the removal or stuccoing-over of original wood door and window trim, ins­ 
tallation of an intrusive and overscaled aluminum-framed store window, and the 
addition of a shingle-roofed timber sidewalk canopy with an outer edge supported 
on round log posts. The building is in good, readily restorable condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

by 50 ft deep (including frame leanto at rear) appears at this location on all 
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps of Florence from 1890 to 1941. A more particular 
identification of the structure on the 1915 Sanborn map as a "Chinese Store" 
coincides with title records indicating Chin Foo and Chin Wing as its owners from 
1915 to the early 1930s. Listed as Mike Ramirez "Star Market" in the 1951-53 
Business Directory, the building is vacant today.



pKUPERTl

[Commercial Building Contributing Fl-68
.OCATION

Nest side of Main bet 8th & 10th Streets
ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

ILuther P. & Peggy Jo Dammann
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 489
Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

[DATE
[June 1978

VIEW
From East

PRESENT IJSE
^Vacant commercial

jACREAGE 
!2682,5 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAI

Sonoran
PERIOD

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1886-1889

PHYSICAL DESCRj-PTlOiv ^ single story commercial structure, more or less rectangular in 
plan, built with its front facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its flanking 
walls on the side property lines and its west facade set back about 98 ft from the west 
(Granite Street) property line. Approximate building dimensions: 8.5 ft wide by 47 ft 
deep. Exterior walls: painted brick on adobe. Roof: metal covered flat dimensioned- 
timber roof installed above the building's original wood-supported flat earth roofing. 
Some remodelling of the lower part of the Main Street facade has taken place, including 
a timber veneer, and a recent shingle-roofed dimensioned-timber sidewalk canopy, supportec
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Together with F1 _ 17j F1 . 26, Fl-66 and Fl-67, this structure isf 
one of the five remaining untransformed examples of the adobe-walled, earth roofed Sono­ 
ran tradition (the regional/vernacular form of Spanish Colonial architecture) still stand­ 
ing on Main Street. These five structures therefore belong to the earliest non-Indian 
building tradition utilized in Arizona during the Territorial times. Together, they con­ 
tribute in a unique way toward maintaining the integrity of both the street and district 
as representative cross-sections of Territorial and early statehood period Central Arizona 
urban environments. (see over)
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRi.PTl.UN

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-016B
North 12 ft more or less of Block 1 of Wheat's Addition to Florence, plus the South 12 ft 
more or less of 9th Street now closed, plus the 20 ft of Granite Street adjacent on the 
West. Fl-68 is located on the Southern 2/5ths (approx.) of this parcel, thus shares the
parcel with Fl-67. 
Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-68

on round log posts. The building is in need of some maintenance (deteriorated
brick parapet, etc.) but is readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Fl-68 appears to be what remains of the northern portion of an adobe building 
approximately 15 ft wide by 50 ft deep (with frame shed at rear) which appears on 
all Sanborn fire maps for Florence from 1890 through 1915, and was used variously as 
a store, dwelling or office. The southern half of Fl-68 was apparently demolished 
in 1916, to make room for the construction of Fl-69.



jPKOPERTY NAME

Chin Foo & Chin Wing Building Contributing ! Fl-69
(LOCATION
1008 Main Street

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
iFlorence

COU
j Final

jMary 0. Bugg
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 460
Florence, AZ 85232

(FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IADDFESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale Frens

IDATE
iJune 1978

iVIEW
From East

Commercial
ACREAGE 
3,915 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century Commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1917
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION This single story commercial structure was built with its front 
facade on the parcel's Main Street property line and its north facade on the side pro­ 
perty line. Its south facade shares a brick party wall with Fl-70. The building's 
approximate dimensions are 27 ft wide by 60 ft deep. Its exterior walls are of exposed 
brick; its Main Street parapet wall was designed with a large recessed horizontal panel 
for signage and a corbelled brick cornice above. A later "metal awning" type sidewalk 
canopy, suspended from the building's cornice with metal tie rods, replaces an earlier 
(1920s) metal sidewalk canopy on light metal columns. This building and Fl-70 appear to

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This building has been utilized as retail space since it was 
built. Title records indicate Chin Foo and Chin Wing for whom the building was constructe( 
in 1917, were owners of the property until the early 1930s. The earliest photograph 
(about 1925) in which the structure appears shows it in use by t: Don Sing & Co. General 
Merchandise". A few years earlier, Don Sing was listed in business directories as a 
partner of Chin Foo in the grocery business. More recently, FT-69 contained an Indian 
jewelry and crafts shop and a beauty parlor. In addition to constituting a good and 
guite intact example of the Early 20th Century Commercial style, it also stands as a
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No.: 200-44-016A

South 27 ft by 145 ft of the North 36.5 ft of Block 1 of Wheat's Addition to the Town 
of Florence.



Fl-69

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued)

have made up a duplex commercial structure, as evidenced by their shared (and original) 
continuous brick cornice, their parapet walls each with recessed panels and their 
similar shopfront detailing. This result is probably the outcome of a single, co­ 
ordinated construction campaign which was carried out for two separate owners. The 
building is in a good state of repair, and is readily restorable.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

reminder that several proprietors of retail stores in Florence's "Business District" 
(Main and Bailey Streets) were once part of a small but significant local community 
of Chinese merchants and businessmen. First appearing in Florence during the 1870s 
and 80s, by the early statehood period they had established themselves as an integral 
part of the town's social and business structure.



ARIZONA S-/ »1 XI *—,.V-^ « "/ 1 »~/

I__________
PROPERTY
eorge W. Smith Building Contributing Fl-70

LOCATION 1010 & 1012 Main Street,
test side of Main bet 8th & 10th Streets

ICURKENT PHOTOGRAPH

ITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
Horence

COUNTY
Pinal

OWNER'S ADDRESS

349 Central Avenue 
;oolidge, AZ 85228

harles George Smith

FORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

5550 N. Skyway Road 
fucson, AZ 85718

5 HQIG BY

)ale H. Frens
IDATE
!

Oune 1978
VIEK
r rom East

Commercial

JACREAGE

!4350 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD _ . _ , ^

Early 20th Century
Commercial transformed to Contemporary "Western'j 
SIGNIFICANT DATES
3uilt in 1917
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story two-shop commercial structure, rectangular in plan, 

ilt with its front facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its south facade on] 
e south property line, its north facade a brick party wall shared with Fl-69. Approxi- I 

nate building dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 60 ft deep (E-W) by 20 ft high. Exterior 
exposed brick, with a later "Western Style" stained board-and-batten wood facing 

added to the Main Street facade. The building's original brick cornice,panel led parapet 
glazed transom lights and portions of the original shopfront trim are still intact 

behind the "Western Style" veneer. A later cantilevered wood and metal sidewalk canopy 
ahrn/P thp Main StTPPt <;hnnfrnnt is quppnrt.pri frnm thp original parapet on metal tip rods.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tn1s building is a good example of the urban "citified" qua­ 
lities of the early 20th century Commercial Style The building was originally constructed 
)y brickmason and contractor George W. Smith in 1917, as one-half of a "commercial duplex" 
structure with Fl-69. A wide variety of commercial structures have been housed within 
this building since its construction, including a billiard hall (ca. 1925), Pinal County's 
Fourist Center (1960s and early 1970s) a title company branch office (early 1970s), and a 
flower shop. Removal of the wood facade "treatment" revealing once again the building's 
3riginal finely-detailed brick wall and store front, would be of great benefit in restorin 
its original qualities, thereby improving both the building and this portion of Main StreeIts original qualities, tnerVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-017

South 30 ft of the North 66 ft of Block 1, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 
the 30 ft by 20 ft adjacent on the West.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-70

This canopy replaces an earlier (1920's) "metal awning" whose outer edge was supported 
on light metal columns. An early (painted) Coca-Cola sign can still be seen toward 
the top of the southern parapet wall. Most of the building's interior finishes and 
details, especially at the rear, are very much intact. The building is in very good 
condition, and could readily be restored to original condition.



PI

PROPERTY NAME Avenenti/Angulo/Theophi1e
INicholas Meat Market Contributing Fl-71
.OCATION 915 Main Street; 
East side of Main bet. 8th

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
& 10th Streets

ITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

jCasa Grande Valley Newspapers, Inc
3WNER' S AJDDRESS

Box 639
Casa Grande, AZ 85222

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
iABDPBSS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
•KOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE
|Spet 1979

From West

Vacant commercial
[ACREAGE

! 2438 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD Sonoran t , fl(1 to £ar]y

Trans., retransf d to Contemporary "Western" 
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built in 1886;t'f d to E.T bet 
1915 & 1941,t'f'd to "C.W" ca. 1955

>HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A sin gle story commercial structure, built with its front facade on 
the parcel's Main Street property line, its north facade on the parcel's north property 
line, its south facade contiguous with the building adjacent to south, and its east 
facade set back approximately 80 ft from the parcel's Bailey Street property line. Appro) 
imate building dimensions: 21 ft wide (N-S-, an apparent encroachment on the parcel to 
the south of about 1.5 ft) by 45 ft deep (E-W) by 13.5 ft in height to cornice line on 
Main. Exterior walls: sun-dried adobe, exposed on the north facade*stuccoed on the east 
and west. A later corrugated metal covered gable and leanto timber roof structure was
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This is one of several Main Street examples of the adobe-walled 
earth-roofed Sonoran traditions (the earliest architectural vernacular or "style" of 
territorial Arizona) which have been transformed at a later time by the addition of pit­ 
ched roofs, and/or brick or wood outer walling. This has been done to benefit from the 
better weathering capabilities of newer building technology, and/or to update the build­ 
ing's "image", thereby increasing its cultural acceptability to a later age.
This building was apparently constructed and first utilized as the Juan Avenenti (See Fl- 
80) Meat Market in 1886. By late 1889, it housed Gabriel B. Angulo's "Mexican Meat Mar-

tv-ERML BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-015

North 19.5 ft of the North half of the South half of Block 148, Townsite of Florence. 
[Building appears to encroach adjacent property to the South by approx. 1.5 ft].

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-71

installed between 1915 and 1941 over the building's original wood-supported Sonoran 
style earth roofing, The building originally had canales (rain spouts) projecting 
from its Main Street parapet wall. Though out of character, a "Western Style" board- 
and-batten wood facing was installed in the 1950s over the Main Street facade but has 
doubtless protected that side against weathering. Roofing and walling in the rear 
portion of the building are damaged in places. The interior of the structure appears 
relatively intact. Timely stabilization would ensure this building's survival, and 
an appropriate rehabilitation program could result in its upgrading to "significant".

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

ket" (a colorful and detailed description of a visit to Angulo's Market appears in 
Devine Es Verdad (1964), pp 66-67). By 1911 the structure was in service as the 
town's Post Office. The building was later (ca. 1920?) purchased and operated once 
more as a meat market* by Theophile Nicholas (See Fl-34). In 1941 it was in use as 
a restaurant, and by the mid-1970s as a rock shop. The building is presently vacant,



IF H' fPER'n ^.ME I""

iCommercial Building [Contributing Fl-72
.OCATION 917 Main Street; 

lEast side of Main bet. 8th & 10th Streets
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

IITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
[Florence

pOUNTY
I Final

H.C. Schewel
{OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 666
Florence, AZ 85232

[FORM COMPLETED BY
;Harris J. Sobin, AIA
fADBK'ESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

»HOIG BY
IDale H. Frens

JDATE
[June 1878

I From West
PRESENT USE
Vacant commercial

ACREAGE
1500 SF

STYLE OR CULTURALTERTOD^j-i^gp^p /?)
transformed to Contemporary "Western"
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1925 & 1930

'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story commercial structure, with its front facade on the 
[parcel's Main Street property line, its north and south facades contiguous with adjacent 
buildings, and its east facade set back approximately 65 ft from the parcel's east (BaileyS 
Street) property line. Approximate building dimensions: 11 feet wide (N-S) by 50 ft deep j 
(E-W) by 15 ft high. Exterior walls: concrete block. A recent ".Western Style" board- 
and-batten wood facing has been installed over Fl-72's Main Street facade, identical to 
that on FT-71 and Fl-73 adjacent on either side. Metal roofing covers a flat timber roof 
structure. The building appears to be in good condition.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE TMs structure was Orig1nally bu11t to inf111 an open space

between two older buildings. Little is known about its earlier history. It was in use 
as a dry cleaning establishment in 1941, "La Paloma Market in 1949", "Nu-Lite Photo Studio 
in 1952 and by 1960 was vacant. Based on its zero-setback siting, simple parapet-line and 
appropriate scale, it can be considered as well related to its Main Street context, and 
has thus been rated as a contribution to the district.

VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————'

[Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-016
South 12 ft of the North half of the South half of Block 148, Townsite of Florence [Build­ 
ing appears to occupy only about the Southernmost 11 ft of this parcel, with Fl-71 appear­ 
ing to encroach boundaries of this parcel approx. 1.5 ft on the North].

Zoning: B2



fPKOPER'n NAME
puan Avenentt Building IContributing ! Fl-73
LOCATION 919 Main Street; iCURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
East side of Main bet. 8th & 10th...Streets
;I.TY/TOWN/VIC1NITY JCOUNTY

fFlorence Pinal

IH.C. Schewel
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 666
Florence, AZ 85232

COMPLETED BY 

Ham's t1. Snhin. AIA
IADDSESS

|6550 N. Skyway Road 
fTucson, AZ 85718
HOTO BY 

iDale H. Frens

IDATE 

JJune 1978
VIEW
iFrom West

jCommercial (bar)
ACREAGE 
7625 SF

iSTYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOT5

iSonoran, transformed to Contemporary "Western"
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1912-1914

HYSICAL DESCRIPTION j\ single story commercial building, built with its front facade on 
the parcel's Main Street property line, its north and south facades contiguous with ad­ 
jacent buildings. Its east facade faces a small walled patio about 45 ft deep (E-W). 
Approximate building dimensions: 30.5 ft wide (N-S) by 45 ft deep (E-W) by 17.5 ft high. 
Exterior walls are of unfired adobe. The Main Street facade originally consisted of a 
painted wood frame facade and projecting cornice; the shopfront was equipped with a large 
canvas awning. More recently, a rough-sawn board-and-batten dark-stained "Western Style" 
wood veneer has been installed over the building's Main Street facade, similar to that

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Constructed between 1912 and 1914, this structure provides a 
good illustration of the extraordinary persistence, well into the 20th century, of Ari­ 
zona's early adobe building traditions. This frequently occurred in areas such as Flo­ 
rence where old-style adobe masons continued to practice their skills within the ori­ 
ginal Spanish/Mexican tradition. This phenomenon continued up to the middle of the 
twentieth century; the last adobe-walled earth-roofed building in Florence was construct­ 
ed in 1947. Probably built by Juan Avenenti (see FT-80), FT-73 was in use as an office 
building by 1914, (Judge J.F. O'Connor moved his office here in that year). In later
VEkBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————————' 

[Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-017

South half of the South half of Block 148, Townsite of Florence, plus the 30 ft by 125 ft 
adjacent on the South. Fl-73 is located on the Western half (approx.) of the South half 
of the South half of Block 148. It shares the same parcel of land with Fl-74 and Fl-80.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-73

installed on Fl-71 and FT-72. Rolled asphalt roofinq covers a flat timber roof 
structure. Removal of the recent out-of-character dark wood facing and rehabilitation 
or restoration of the original frame facade would greatly enhance the value and signi­ 
ficance of this structure to the street and district. The building appears to be in 
good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

years, it has housed various commercial functions, including Lupe's Cafe (1960). It 
is currently vacant. Based on its zero-setback siting, simple parapet line and 
appropriate scale, this structure has been rated as a contribution to the district.



PROPERTY NAME "La Cantina"/"Florence Bar"/"La 
Paloma"/"My Uncle's PI ace"/"Cowboy's Cradle" Contributing Fl-74
OCATION 923 Main Street;
East side of Main between 8th & 10th Streets

^CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

H.C. Schewel
>WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 666 
I Florence, AZ 85232

[FORM COMPLETED BY 
!Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson,- AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
I Dale H. Frens

1DATE
|June 1978

VIEW
From West

[PRESENT USE
Vacant commercial

JACREAGE
17625 SF

(STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD Early 20th C. Commercial 
lower i transf. to Contemporary "Territorial"

ISIGNIFICANT DATES 
Built between 1912 & 1914
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story commercial structure built with its front facade on 
the parcel's Main Street property line, its south facade on the parcel's south property 
line, its north facade contiguous with an adjacent building, and the east facade set back 
approximately 30 ft from the parcel's east (Bailey Street) property line. Approximate 
building dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 90 ft deep (E-W) by 19.5 ft high. Exterior wall: 
brick, with concrete slump block veneer on lower portion of Main Street facade. The buil< 
ing's Main Street parapet has 3 recessed horizontal panels, each panel topped by 2 cor­ 
belled stretcher courses, all below a single continuous header course below a projecting

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Of the various and much modified bar interiors in Florence, the 
interior of this building best preserves the ambiance of a 19th century saloon. It also 
retains much of its original and ornate exterior brickwork. In common with the rest of 
Florence's saloons, this building originally built as a saloon, (probably by Florence 
rancher-businessman Joseph Spinas) became a pool hall following enactment of statewide 
prohibition by the Arizona state legislature effective January, 1915. Prior to World 
War II, and after Prohibition was repealed, the building was once again used as a bar, 
called "La Paloma Cafe", under the proprietorship of Bernabe "Benny Paloma" Grajeda

K7ERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION'
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-017
South half of the South half of Block 148, Townsite of Florence, plus the 30 ft by 125 ft 
adjacent on the South. Fl-74 is located on the Western two-thirds (approx.) of the 30ft 
by 125 ft adjacent on the South, i.e. on the North half of 9th St, following its closing. 
Fl-74 shares the same parcel of land with both Fl-73 and Fl-80.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-74

denticulate header course below a single corbelled rowlock parapet cap. An original 
glazed shop/entry front has recently been "Territorialized" using ivory-colored 
concrete "slump" block, segmentally arched openings and wrought-iron grillwork. 
Rolled asphalt covers a gabled timber roof structure. Built initially without a 
canopy, by 1941 the Main Street facade had acquired a cantilevered one of wood and 
metal just above door height, braced by metal tie-rods to the parapet wall. More 
recently this was replaced by a shingle roofed timber sidewalk arcade on rough log 
posts. A handsome 19th century-styled wood and mirrored back-bar graces the main 
barroom. Though interior remodelling is evident, most of the service areas are 
quite intact, complete with original high "matchstick" ceiling. An appropriate 
exterior restoration could result in the upgrading of the structure to ''significant 1 ' 
status.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

(residence: Fl-128). A vivid description of the unique, uninhibited, multi-ethnic 
atmosphere at "La Paloma" during its hey-day is in Fulbright, Cow-Country Counselor, 
pp 37-41. According to Fulbright, the back bar came with Benny to La Paloma from 
Gibby's Inn (FT-120), when Gibby's was still owned by Delfino Higuera. In more recent 
years Fl-74 has been utilized as a bar by several successive proprietor-lessees. 
The building is currently vacant.



PROPERTY NAME Hall's Florence Motor Company/
Jones DriKiCQ./Florence Drug Company Contributing Fl-77
LOCATION
1011 Main Street

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence
OWNER
N.E. & Josephine King, as J/T

COUNTY
Final

OWNER'S ADDRESS

FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

DATE 
Sept. 1979

VIEW 
From West

PRESENT USE 
ommercial

ACREAGE
6,563 SF

C)R CULTURAL PERIOD 
Early 20th C. Commercial;Contemporary(S.Annex)
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built C. 1926-28 (Main 
building); 1973 (South Annex)__________
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building. This structure was built with its front facade on the 
parcel's Main Street property line, the north and east facades on the corresponding pro­ 
perty lines, and the south facade (1973 annex) 35 ft. from the 10th Street property line. 
The building's approximate dimensions (not including 1973 annex) are 51 ft. wide by 70 ft. 
deep by 23 ft. high.' Exterior walls are of stucco on brick (with some stuccoed frame 
probably utilized in Main Street parapet wall). Rolled asphalt covers a gabled timber 
oof structure. A recent aluminum awning replaces the original cantilevered "metal awning"

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Phis building exemplifies the atmosphere of a typical small-town drugstore of the era of 
the 1920s and 30s, with its original painted Rexall logo above the entrance, and with much 
)f its original interior character intact as well. Built to replace an earlier adobe 
tructure destroyed by fire in 1925, FT-77 was constructed as an exposed-brick 20th 
entury Commercial Style block; its ornate parapet wall had a pedimented feature centrally 
located in the facade. This new building originally housed a garage/showroom, G.C. Hall's 
Horence Motor Co., later the American Cafe (south half);and Jones 1 Drug Store, operated 

Robert Jones who became a Governor of Arizona (north half). In the period 1951-52, the
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

outh 105 ft. of the West half of Block 157, Townsite of Florence 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-020



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) FT-77

type sidewalk canopy protecting the Main Street facade. Throughout the original 
portion's interior is a pressed metal ceiling complete with corner trim. The front 
of the 1973 single story addition on the south side is set back about 8 ft. from the 
Main Street property line. This annex is about 16 ft. wide by 70 ft. deep by 10 ft. 
high, with walls of concrete block, and gravel covered built-up roofing on a flat 
timber roof structure. Both the exterior and interior have been well maintained and 
the building can be readily and effectively restored and rehabilitated, given a 
carefully planned program taking the few later remodel!ings and additions into account. 
A recent (1981) addition to the building street frontage is a wood frame arcade, 
covered with standing seam sheet metal roofing and supported by square wood posts. 
The new arcade appears consistent with a late Territorial/early statehood "target" 
period for a Main Street restoration program.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

entire building was converted to a pharmacy, a shop front added across the Main Street 
facade, the pediment parapet wall "filled in"to make a horizontal parapet top, then the 
entire assemblage stuccoed to produce the structure's present appearance. The building 
site is also of local historic importance. The northernmost 12 ft. by 60 ft. in depth 
of this parcel was the site of the adobe dwelling of one of Florence's most prominent 
citizens, newspaperman, druggist, and legislator Thomas F. Weedin (see Fl-35). By 1911 
the dwelling acquired a brick veneer and became part of the offices of Weedin's second 
local journalistic venture, the.Arizona Blade-Tribune. By about 1920, this structure 
was made over into the southern third of the offices of the new Pinal Bank and Trust 
Co. The bank building in its entirety was destroyed by the 1925 fire.



PROPERTY
I Alexander Gay, Jr. Residence Contributing Fl-78
[LOCATION 118 East R Uggies Avenue; 
Northeast corner of Bailey St & Ruggles Ave
JCITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY JCOUNTY
Florence Final

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

Henrietta G. Cruz
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

2225 W. Whitton 
Phoenix, AZ 85015

IFOEK COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
[June 1978

Front facade from South
5RESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE
14,338 SF

STYLE OR. CULTURAL FERiOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES Built between 1899 & 1910; 
transformed between 1916 & 1940

[PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling rectangular 
full setbacks (more than 10 ft) from the parcel's north, south and 
and with about a 5 ft setback from the parcel's east property line 
dimensions: 35 ft wide (E-W) by 40 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls 
(south 5/6ths) and concrete block (north l/6th). A metal-covered 
installed some time between 1916 and 1940 above the structure's or 
flat earth roof. The building's original doors, windows and wood 
The building is in good condition and restorable.

in plan, built with 
west property lines, 

. Approximate building 
are stuccoed adobe 
gabled timber roof was 
iginal wood-supported 
trim are mostly intact.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tne Alexander Gay residence is one of the district's good ex­ 
amples of transformed Sonoran structures. The house was built by Alexander Gay, Jr., a 
blacksmith of Swiss descent. Gay's blacksmithing shop was constructed on the same parcel 
and at about the same time as Fl-78, with its east side contiguous with the west side of 
Fl-78.
Gay was one of Florence's most colorful characters. Prodded by the Wright Brothers' suc­ 
cess, and using home-made wings strapped to his arms, he made a well-advertised (but un­ 
successful) attempt to fly. He took off from the top of this house and sustained only

fVElML BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-051
West half of Block 65, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft by 62.5 ft adjacent on the North, 
plus 30 ft by 155 ft adjacent on the West. Fl-78 is located on the South half of this 
parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-79.
Zoning: R2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-78 

minor injuries.



IPKUPERT\ NAME
Alexander Gay, Jr., Shed || Contributing lFl-79
^CATION us E. Ruggles Avenue (rear); ||CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH 
Northeast corner of Ruggles Ave. & Bailey St.
CITY /TOWN /VIC INITY (COUNTY
Florence [ Final

Henrietta G. Cruz
WNER'S ADDRESS

2225 W. Whitton 
Phoenix, AZ 85015

IFOKM COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
s.OTO BY 1DATE

Harris J. Sobin, AIA__________
r IEW
From South_______________________

fPRESENI USE (ACREAGE 
|Vacant 114,338 SF
I________________________i______ ISTYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1912 & 1914
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached utility shed (and blacksmith shop?), with 
setbacks of more than 10 ft from the parcel's east, west and south property lines, and 
with its north facade on the parcel's north property line. Approximate building dimen­ 
sions: 25 ft wide (N-.S) by 20 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls and the roof are of corru­ 
gated sheet metal on a timber frame. The building appears to be in need of maintenance, 
but in restorable condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Before Bailey Street was closed north of Ruggles Avenue i 
(after 1941), the west facade of this simple metal shed coincided with the parcel's I 
Bailey's Street property line. Located directly north of Alex Gay's original blacksmith | 
shop which was also located on Bailey Street, this shed may well have been used to house | 
a portion of Gay's blackmithing operations. |

I

SERIAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————~~|
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-051 j
West half of Block 65, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft by 62.5 ft adjacent on the North, | 
plus 30 ft by 155 ft adjacent on the West. FT-79 is located on the Northern fifth (appro> 
of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-78, located on the South half (approx." 
of the parcel.
Zoning: R2



Avenenti Tack Shop Contributing Fl-80
LOCATION 9UZ bailey Street; 
West side of Bailey bet 8th & 10th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CXTY/TOWN/VIC1NITYmorence

H.C. Schewel
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 666
Florence, AZ 85232

F'OBl-1 COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(ADDRESS

(6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

H0TG BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(DATE
1 Sept 1979

VIEW
From Southeast

1C]PRESENT
Residence

ACREAGE 
7625 SF

STYLE OR'CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran, transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1889; transformed after 1941
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ single story dwelling, square in plan, built with its front (east) 
facade on the parcel's Bailey Street property line, its north and south facades on the 
side property lines, and its west (rear) facade facing a walled patio about 45 ft deep. 
Approximate building dimensions: 33 ft wide (N-S) by 33 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: 
stuccoed adobe, with a slightly projecting single brick header course parapet cap. Roof: 
a later rolled asphalt covered low-pitch gable dimensioned-timber roof structure was ins­ 
talled above the building's original timber-supported earth roofing. Original canales 
(rain spouts) in the Bailey Street facade parapet wall have been removed, and stuccoed

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE The ]ater addition to Fl-80 of a more weatherproof and less 
1 labor-intensive "Anglo" style metal covered gable roof installed above the original earth 
roof is representative of the many Sonoran adobe structures in Florence which were trans­ 
formed or "Anglicized" in this way, especially in the early decades of the 20th century. 
This building was constructed sometime between 1883 and 1889 by Juan ("Paisano") Avenenti 
an Italian immigrant first recorded as a Florence resident in 1880 (see Fl-73). Avenenti 
also built a saloon (ca. 1886: demolished between 1915 and 1941) immediately north and 
contiguous with the north facade of Fl-80. Avenenti can be counted among the displaced
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-017
South half of the South half of Block 148, Townsite of Florence, plus the 30 ft by 125 ft 
adjacent on the South. Fl-80 is located on the Eastern third (approx.) of the South half 
of the South half of Block 148. It shares the overall parcel with Fl-73 and Fl-74.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-80

over. A more recent cantilevered sheet metal shade-awning installed just above 
door height along the Bailey Street facade is braced by wires from the parapet. 
A large intrusive evaporative cooler has been installed in a window opening in 
the front facade. The exterior condition of the building is generally deteriorated; 
an appropriate rehabilitation program could result in upgrading this building to 
"significant" status.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Europeans who settled in Florence particularly during its first and formative two 
decades as a town. Though small in number as a group, these former Europeans soon 
became a dominant force in the economic and cultural life of the town, as priests, 
farmers, merchants, ranchers, or as practitioners of various skilled trades.



PROPERTY MME
iBorree's Market Contributing Fl-81
LOCATION 130g Bailey Street; 
Northeast corner of Bailey & 13th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

{COUNTY
i Final

James 0. & Dorothy L. Borree as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box Z
Florence, AZ 85232

[FORM COMPLETED BY
{Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS

i6550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
iJune 1978

VIEW
From West
'RESENT USE
Commercial (supermarket)

ACREAGE
!7812 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Moderne, with Sonoran Revival influence
SIGNIFICANT DATES Main store built ca. 1928; 
North addition built ca. 1970
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story commercial structure, built with its south facade 
setback 10 ft from the parcel's south property line, its west facade built slightly be­ 
yond the Bailey Street property line, and its north and east facade built on their res­ 
pective property lines. A portion of the east wall is contiguous with the west wall of 
the adjacent structure (Fl-44). Approximate building dimensions (including ca. 1970 
annex): 78 ft wide (N-S) by 65 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: locally-manufactured 
sand-struck brick from Smith's brickyard about a mile west of town. The brick is exposed 
except for the parapet wall which has recessed stuccoed panels between five brick piers

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Both inside and out, Borree 1 s Market maintains the unmistaka­ 
ble atmosphere of a typical small-town grocery store. Built by Nelson Borree, father of 
the present proprietor and manager, the Market has been a well patronized feature of the 
local scene since the late 1920s. Bailey Street, on which the Market is located, nearly 
rivalled Main Street as a center for commercial activity in the later part of the 19th 
Century. Today, Borree's is one of the last of the once-numerous retail establishments 
still operating on Bailey Street, The major discordant visual note in Fl-81 is sounded 
by the recent annex added on its north side. The scale, material and detailing of the
annex are out of character with those of the original Market structure. ___7ES'BTr:"""B013NDARY DESCRIPTION————————————— ——— ———————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel Nos. 200-49-051 & 200-49-052
Southwest (200-49-052) and northwest (200-49-051) quarters, Block 201, Townsite of Flo­ 
rence. Fl-81 occupies most of the Southwest quarter of the block. The ca. 1970 annex 
occupies the South third (approx.) of the Northwest quarter of the block.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-81

which divide the shopfront facade into four unequal bays. Rolled asphalt roofing 
covers a flat timber-framed flat roof structure, supported by interior wood columns 
and wall pilasters. A later cantilevered aluminum sidewalk awning protects the 
building's Bailey Street facade. A recent (ca. 1970)single story windowless annex 
is contiguous with the north wall of the earlier part of the Market. The annex was 
built with exterior walls of concrete i: slump" block, and a gravel-covered timber- 
framed flat roof structure.



i*» y*
Ti

Lopez Water Tank Tower Contributing Fl-82
LOCATION
1401 Bailey Street (rear)

[CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

:iTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

JCOUNTY 
! Final

Hilbert & Teresa Lopez as J/T
{OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 1103 
Florence, AZ 85232

fFORI-t COMPLETED BY
!Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE 
(Sept 1979

From Southeast

Vacant
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Early 20th Century Utilitarian

jACREAGE

U875 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Constructed between 1912 & 1914
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION ^ timber-framed water tank tower, square shaped in plan, which ori­ 
ginally supported a cylindrical water tank. Approximate plan dimensions: 14 ft square. 
The tank itself >.-: disappeared some time after 1915. On the 1915 Sanborn Company map of 
Florence this tower is shown with an overall total height of 16 ft, sufficient to provide 
adequate water pressure for a one-story house. The map also shows an adjacent windmill 
(since demolished). The tower retains its original horizontal "matchstick" or "ceiling" 
type wood exterior cladding. A wood-shingle covered timber gable roof structure replaces 
the original flat tank platform. At some time since 1915, the tower was moved from its

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE By the tufn of the century? most weTl-to-do families in Florence 
achieved a constant running water supply indoors by means of private water systems. Each 
of these incorporated a well, a windmill-operated pump,"and an elevated pressure-tank. 
Though modified and in need of better maintenance, this tower is the last such structure 
surviving within the district, and as such should be preserved if possible. The tower 
was originally installed to serve the southern (and oldest) section of the Robles/Feliz/ 
Lopez Residence (FT-40) located just west of the tower.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-062
South 86 ft of Block 204, Townsite of Florence, minus the East 30 ft of the South 25 ft 
of the North 65 ft of Block 204. Fl-82 is located near the Northeast corner of this par­ 
cel, thus shares the same parcel with Fl-40.
Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-82

original position (some 20 ft to the southeast) to its present location. The 
structure is in need of maintenance and repair.



Frederick G. White Bungalow__________
.lOCAtiON 122 E. Ruggles Avenue;
Northwest corner of Pinal St. & Ruggles Ave.

Contributing Fl-85
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

|C ITY / TOWN / VIC1N ITY
Florence

JCOUNTY
i Pinal

Ruby Lee Arthur
JWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 643 
[Florence, AZ 85232

JFORM COMPLETED BY
^Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

''HOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
JDATE
iSept 1979

VIEW
From Southeast
>RES£NT US
Residence

[ACREAGE
!9688 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Bungalow
SIGNIFICANT DATES 

Built ca. 1910

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ^ single story detached dwelling, roughly square in plan, built with 
full setbacks (more than 10 ft) from all four of the parcel's property lines. Approxi­ 
mate building dimensions: 47 ft wide (E-W) by 57 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: stuc­ 
coed adobe with a flat dimensioned timber "string course" trim at eave-height. Roof: 
wood-shingle covered dimensioned-timber framed gable structure, with a low timber mono- 
pitch dormer facing south. Deeply overhanging eaves on the east and west sides of the 
house are cantilevered on dimensioned timber lookouts. The ends of both the lookouts and 
rafters are covered by dimensioned timber fascias. The front entrance, which faces
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Th1s building is one of the earliest examples of the Bungalow 
Style in Florence following the Emma Guild Residence (Fl-7), and is probably the first 
to appear on the east side of town. This structure was built ca. 1910 by Frederick G. 
White, a local contractor and building supplies dealer as a rental unit. It was rented 
for some years to Andrew C. Wrenn, editor and publisher of the local paper, The Blade- 
Tribune from 1913 to 1945. Fl-85 is a good example of the Bungalow Style, with most of 
its original wood windows, doors, trim, landscaping and overall spirit still intact. 
Most examples of the Bungalow Style erected on the east side of Florence such as this

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-050

East half of Block 65, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the North,

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-85

Ruggles Avenue, is sheltered by a deep open veranda created by an extension of the 
south facing slope of the gable roof. The open side of this veranda is supported 
on a heavy dimensioned timber girder, which spans the full width of the south facade 
and which is supported on braced timber posts on low masonry piers. Originally, a 
large curving "fascia" or trim-piece was installed in front of the girder, and bet­ 
ween the tops of the two posts. It has since disappeared. This residence is in 
good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

continued the "Transitional" mode practice of utilizing a Hispanic walling material 
(adobe) with Anglo roofing materials (dimensioned timber, wood shingles) and Anglo 
morphologies (sloping roofs).



IFkOPERTY NAME
jOtis J. Baughn Residence Contributing Fl-86
(LOCATION 123 East Ruggles Avenue; 
Southwest corner of Pinal St. & Ruggles Ave,

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

C ITY /TOWN /VIC INITY 
Florence

COUNTY 
Final

Martha Alta Sorg
OWNER'S ADDRESS
|c/o Mrs. Burt Morgan 
!l035 S. Main Street 
iCoolidge, AZ 85228
FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IADDFESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

(PHOTO BY
JDale H. Frens

{DATE 
ijune 1978

VIEW
From Northeast
'RESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
15,625 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Bungalow
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1917
IPHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, "Z"-shaped in plan, built with 
full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from the parcel's property lines on all four sides. Ap­ 
proximate overall building dimensions: 35 ft wide (E-W) by 30 ft deep (N-S). Exterior
iwalls: stucco on wood frame construction. Roof: corrugated metal roofing covers a di­ 
mensioned timber multi-gabled structure. Deeply overhanging eaves cantilever out on bracl 
eted dimensioned timber lookouts. Attic vents under the gable ends are covered with thin 
wood lattice grilles. Both the front (Ruggles Avenue) and side (Final Street) entrances 
are sheltered by low flat-roofed frame porches covered with standing-seam metal roofing.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE A good example of the Bungalow Style, this house retains in­ 
tact much of its original wood trim, including framed porches, "stick" type eave-braces, 
wood casement windows and window casings. In its emphatically expressed timber-framed 
structuralism, this building manifests the clear influence of California's Western Stick 
Style, whose impact on domestic architecture in Arizona reached its peak in the period of 
1910-1920. This residence was built in 1917 by Kentucky-born attorney Otis J. Baughn. 
After arriving in Florence in 1910, Baughn began a local law practice; by 1915 he had 
been elected to the first of two terms on the bench of Final County Superior Court. In
[VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-053
All of Block 81, Townsite of Florence. Fl-86 is located on the North half ;(approx.) of 
Block 81; it shares the same parcel with Fl-87 (located on the Northeast corner of the 
South half of the parcel).

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-86

The outer edges of the porches are supported by timber posts mounted on low, wood- 
trimmed adobe piers. The building is in excellent condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

1917, he became vice-president, and later president, of the First National Bank of 
Florence. Between 1921 and 1925, Judge Baughn was active in land development in 
Florence and Coolidge. He also played an instrumental role in the area's successful 
drive to secure federal support for constructing Coolidge dam on the Gila. Baughn 
moved to Phoenix in 1923.



Baughn 
Itility Building

Bungalow Garage/
Contributing F1-86A

OCATION 123 East Ruggles Avenue (rear); 
West side of Final bet Ruggles Ave. & 6th St,

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

;ITY/TOWN/VICINITY
lorence

(COUNTY
1 Final

lartha Alta Sorg
DWNER'S ADDRESS
jc/o Mrs. Burt Morgan
J1035 S. Main Street
;oolidge, AZ 85228

IFOKM COMPLETED BY 
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDPESS
J6550 N. Skyway Road 
"ucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

(DATE 
iJune 1978

r IEW

iFrom Southeast
(PRESENT USE
futility Building

ACREAGE 
15,625 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1916 & 1930
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION j\ single story utility building, square shaped in plan, built with 
its east facade on the parcel's Final Street property line, and with full setbacks (more 
than 10 ft) from the property lines on its other three sides. Approximate building di- 
fmensions: 27 ft wide by 27 ft deep. Exterior walls: (southern 2/3rds), raw adobe; 
(northern l/3rd), corrugated sheet metal on wood frame. Roof: corrugated metal covers 
a low-pitched timber-framed gable structure. The west end of the southern (adobe) wall is 
eroded, at which point the roof is supported by a square timber post. The building is in
need of repair/stabilization to correct partial deterioration of adobe walls, including 
cracks, settlement and erosion.___________
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This small utility buiTcnng is a good example of the ama­ 
zingly long persistence in Florence of the region's original adobe building techniques. 
Although built in the second decade of the 20th century, this building also conforms to 
another earlier local custom: that of locating one or more walls of stables, garages and 
other outbuildings directly on a street property line. The use of such "zero setback" 
siting even in residential areas helps define lot boundaries, which in turn helps to 
strongly reinforce adjacent street spaces. Humble structures such as FT-87 which combine 
relatively primitive materials and methods with a sophisticated tradition of land use tech 
niques still serve today in their own way as useful reminders of the town's heritage.
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-053
All of Block 81, Townsite of Florence. Fl-87 is located on the Northeast corner of the 
South half of this block; it shares the same block with FT-86 (located on the North half 
(approx.) of Block 81).

Zoning: TR



i.B. Hognason Residence Contributing Fl-90
.OCATION 122 East llth Street; 
Northwest corner of Final and llth Streets

{CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

[COUNTY
I Pinal

(Mrs. Jean W. Claypool
OWNER'S ADDRESS

(FORM COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDPBSS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718

(PHOTO BY
[Dale H. Frens

[DATE 
IJune 1978

r IEW

{From Southeast

Residence__________
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Bungalow

jACREAGE 

1 3906 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in.1927
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A single story detached dwelling, square-shaped in plan, built with] 
jits east facade approximately 4 ft from the parcel's east property line, its south facade] 
japproximately 5 ft from the south property line, and full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from I 
(the parcel's north and west property lines. Approximate building dimensions: 37 ft wide) 
(E-W) by 39 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: later asbestos shingles over original hori- 
jzontal clapboards on a dimensioned timber frame. Roof: asphalt shingles cover a dimen­ 
sioned timber gabled structure. An original 8 ft deep screened porch across the full widt 
of the entrance (south) facade of the residence was later enclosed using large scale alu-
ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Built at about the m1ci p0int of the period during which the 
Bungalow Style flourished in Florence, the Hognason house represents a relatively watered- 
down, more purely utilitarian interpretation of the style. For example, it lacks the 
Bungalow Style's characteristically large open front veranda spanned by an exposed girder 
or truss between masonry piers or ornate timber corner-posts. The house nonetheless re­ 
flects the Bungalow Style's overall spirit and feeling, with its gently pitched gable roo 
jdeeply projecting eaves, latticed attic vents and low, one story overall profile. This 
imodest building fits well into its immediate context of one-story buildings and does not 
I unduly challenge the vertical monumentality of the nearby Second County Courthouse (FT-43) WMEA.L, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION——————————— ——————— ————————— ——————————————'

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-033

Southeast quarter of Block 179, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-90

minum framed windows. Despite this exterior modification, the overall character 
of the house remains relatively unchanged. The structure is well maintained.



STORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY!

jCarmen Michea Rental House Contributing Fl-91
.OCATION 300 East RUgg] es Avenue; 
Northeast corner. Church St. & Ruggles Ave. 
ICI.TY/TOWN/VIC INITY (COUNTY 
Florence_____________| Final____
JVVi'MJCjJl

ilFerna Lee Hutchins

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

(OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 245
Florence, AZ 85232

IFORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J, Sobin, AIA
kDDFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

3HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

[DATE
SJune 1978

VIEW
From Southeast
PRESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
7813 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD Sonoran transformed" 
to Spanish Colonial Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1886 and 1889

DESCRIPTION ^ single story detached dwelling, roughly rectangular in plan, buin 
with its south and west facades on the parcel's Ruggles Avenue and Church Street property! 
lines respectively, and with full (more than 10 ft) setbacks from the parcel's north and I 
east property lines. Approximate overall building dimensions: 38 ft wide (E-W) by 32 ft 
deep (N-S). Exterior walls: stucco on adobe,with east and west parapet walls "stepped i; 
down from south to north. Roof: rolled asphalt covering flat dimensioned-timber framed 
structure above the building's original wood-supported flat earth roof (on a sahuaro rib 
deck). The northwest corner of southeast room has a Sonoran Style corner fireplace. La-

JSTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE yntl--j about 192() s the transformation of Sonoran adobes in Flo- 
jrence's residential neighborhoods inevitably included the addition of a pitched roof 
over their flat roofs. With the cycle of regional awareness and pride which began to 
appear in Arizona's architecture starting in the 1910's and 1920s, (e.g., the Mission 
Revival Style, etc.) typical Spanish/Mexican characteristics such as flat roofs were 
thereafter retained during the remodelling of older building. On the other hand, "im­ 
ported" stylistic features were frequently also added, such as "Mission Tiles" and wroughi 
iron. Both aspects of the "new regionalism" are seen in Fl-91. This rather early flat-

K/ERBAL BOUNDARY 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-042

West half of Block 62, Townsite of Florence. 

Zon ing: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-91

ter remodelling replaced the building's original wood windows with steel sash, and 
added a "Mission Tile" cantilevered canopy over one window and the main entry door 
on the south facade. Both street property lines are defined with a low adobe wall, 
which contains an ornate wrought-iron front gate. The building is well maintained, 
and readily lends itself to restoration with a modest degree of effort.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

roofed Sonoran tradition adobe house was "updated" probably in the 1930s or 40s, 
being transformed in the process into a stripped interpretation of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival Style, a style already somewhat outdated by that time. Changes 
included the stepped parapet, Mission Tile canopies, and pink-colored stucco.

Available documentary evidence suggests this house was built between 1886 and 1889 
by Carmen Michea (for Michea family, see FT-47), as a rental unit, part of a well- 
defined enclave of Michea family properties in and adjacent to the northeast portion 
of the district.
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ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC
PROPERTY NAME
iJennie Lopez Residence Contributing Fl-92
LOCATION318 East Ruggles Avenue;
^Southeast corner, University St & Ruggles Ave.

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

JCITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY 
Final

s-

Teresa Ruiz
.OWNER'S- ADDRESS
!!
(Box 404
Florence, AZ 85232

JFOKM COMPLETED BY
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS

J6550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718

VIEW
Front facade from the North

PRESENT USE
Residence

PHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
Pune 1978

ACREAGE
7813 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD————

Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES 

Rm'lt ra. 1QU

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A s ^ ng -| e S t0 ry dwelling, rectangular in plan. The original (adobe) 
portion of this structure was built with its north and west facades on the parcel's 
Ruggles Avenue and University Street property lines. A recent concrete block addition on 
the east side of the house has been built with its east facade on the parcel's mid-block 
(east) property line. Approximate building dimensions (including addition): 60 ft wide 
(E-W) by 35 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: stucco on adobe (western 2/3rds); stuccoed 
concrete block (eastern l/3rd). Roof: corrugated metal roofing covers a dimensioned- 
timber framed gable structure "•:,•;. installed at a later time above the original timber-sup-
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCEArchitecturally this house is a good example of a transformed 
Sonoran dwelling. Urbanistically, this historic structure and its other historic neigh­ 
bors to the north and west form an essential part of a unique historic ensemble along 
both sides of Ruggles Avenue (Florence's original "Main Street") between Willow and Flo­ 
rence Streets. The conesiveness of the ensemble is reinforced by the cottonwood street 
trees planted on both sides of Ruggles Avenue by the Town in 1976. This linear ensemble 
of historic structures provides the most accurate and authentic impression of the scale, 
character and quasi-rural atmosphere of a Central Arizona Territorial urban streetscape 
available today either within the district or in the central part of the state. Available VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No.

West half of Block 85, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-92

ported earth roof of the western 2/3rds of Fl-92; the same type of (later) roof 
covers the more recent eastern portion. Most of the original wood trim and sash and 
interior detailing has been removed or remodelled. The building is in good repair 
and restorable condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

evidence suggests that this residence was built by Jennie B. Lopez about 1914 or 
1915.



PROPERTY NAME Chase/Brady & Chase/Ruggles/ 
IKellner/Chino Ditch Contributing Fl-93
LOCATIONportion within district runs roughly on[pJRRENl PHOTOGRAPH 
a SW diagonal from N. end of Main Steet____
CITY /TOWN/VICINITY JCOIWTY
Florence j Final

Wood K. Claypool 1/2 UI 
Kellner C. Ellington 1/2 UI
(OWNER'S ADDRESS
Kellner C. Ellington 

!Box 322 
jFlorence, AZ 85232
'OE>1 COMPLETED BY
iHarris J. Sobin, AIA
lADDKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

HOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

iDATE
I Sept 1979

IVIEV
From West
PRESENT USE
Not presently in use

ACREAGE 
N/A

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Period of Early Non-Indian Settlement
SIGNIFICANT DATES
ca. 1866
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A portion of a historic irrigation ditch, which appears as a swale 
or depression in the ground, covered in most places with tall range grass and weeds, 
evidently not having been in use as an irrigation canal for a considerable lapse of time. 
|About 20 ft north, a modern irrigation ditch, evidently maintained as such and in current 
use, parallels the Chase Ditch alignment.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Research on irrigation history in the Florence area and on ear­ 
ly recorded claims reveals that this ditch constitutes the earliest non-Indian structure 
in the Florence area for which documentary evidence exists. In 1866, five claimants 
(F.W. Larkin, R.J. Wallbridge, C.G. Mason, Thomas R. Ewing and Esteban Ramirez) recorded 
a water claim in the office of the Pima County Recorder. The claim describes a ditch 
"commencing 2200 yards northeast of J.G. Moorhead's claim and running south-southwest 
four miles on the south side of the Gil a for the purpose of irrigation." Available eviden­ 
ce shows that Fl-93, a disused ditch structure which forms the northwestern town boundary
of Florence and traditionally called the "Chase" or "Brady and Chase" Ditch correspondsVERBAL BOUNDARY, DESCRIPTION ——————————————— ————— ——————————————————— —————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-40-001A
Southern 30 ft of Assessor's Tract 39 in Section 35 of Township 4S, Range 9E, between the 
northerly extension of the western boundary of Block 69, and the northerly extension of 
the eastern boundary of Block 38, Townsite of Florence,

Zoning: R3 or unzoned



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-93

to the structure referred to in the 1866 claim. At its peak, the Chase Ditch 
watered nearly a thousand acres of Gil a valley farm land. It was extended to 
the west about 1873 as far as the Brady farm and mill. The Brady mill continued 
to be utilized until the occurrence of chronic downstream water shortages which 
followed the construction of the Florence Canal (1887). The Chase Ditch itself 
was later utilized as a lateral for the Florence Canal, and still later, following 
construction of the Florence-Casa Grande Canal (1922), as a lateral supplied from 
the new system. From 1866 to 1914, the "active years" for small-scale irrigation, 
the name of the Ditch was changed several times, usually to correspond with the 
name of whoever was last in line along the canal to receive irrigation water.

When compared with prehistoric Hohokam canal alignments in the area, the alignment of 
the Chase Ditch (in common with other early non-Indian ditches in the area) appears 
to be re-excavation of portions of the original bed of the prehistoric Casa Grande 
Canal. Archaeological testing would be useful in confirming whether this is 
actually the case for Fl-93. In view of its time, depth, and potential importance 
historically and prehistorically, Fl-93 and its immediate area appear likely to 
yield significant archaeological data.



jSite of US, Land Office (Gila District) Buildingjj Contributing_________ ] Fl-94 
OCATION North side of W. Ruggles Ave. opposite|FIRRENT PHOTOGRAPH 
North end of Willow Street l!
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

IRobert E. Roberts
)WNER'S ADDRESS

1835 Mono Way 
Sonora, CA 95370

fFOKK COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin. AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718
THOTO BY 

Ham's J. Sobin. AIA
IVIEW
From Southeast

iDATE 

Sept 1979

PRESENT USE
Vacant land

ACREAGE
2500 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran (original structure)
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Building built in 1866 or 67,demoT-d ca. 1964
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION '

A vacant 50 ft square parcel of land at the north side of West
Ruggles Avenue (originally called Main, then Court, then Fifth Street), opposite the 
north end of Willow Street. The parcel slopes gradually downward in the direction of 
the Chase Ditch (Fl-93: located at this point about 130 ft north of the north edge of 
Ruggles Avenue) and the floodplain of the Gil a River. Vegetation on the parcel presently 
consists of two small palo verdes, a mesquite tree, and seasonal range grass. There 
are no apparent surface indications of the line of the foundation walls of the adobe 
structure which formerly stood on this site.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Th1s parce ] was tne site of a single story cube-shaped Sonoran 
structure, built either in 1866 (Elliott, 1884) or in 1867 ([Weedin], Arizona Blade-Tri­ 
bune, May 14, 1910). According to local tradition, this structure was the first building 
built within the boundaries of the future town of Florence. Located at the southeast 
(and highest) corner of the area's first 160-acre preemptive claim (which changed owner­ 
ship several times prior to federal survey), the building was approximately 20 ft by 20 
ft on plan by 15 ft high. An entry door was situated in the center of its south side, 
with windows centrally placed in the east, west (and north?) facades. It appears to have
first served as a typical early rancher's "jacal" or "shelter" structure, stark, simple, VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESOUmON—————————^~*—————————————————————— ————— ——— —

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-006
A square portion of Block 69, Townsite of Florence, measuring 50 ft by 50 ft, having its 
Southern edge contiguous with the South side of Block 69, its East and West sides paralle" 
to the East and West sides of Block 69, and its Southeast corner located 126 ft (approx.) 
West of the Southeast corner of Block 69.
Zoning: R2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) FT-94

even primitive. A search of both federal and Pima County records suggests that if 
the 1866 date is correct, the structure was most likely built by ..Watbridge, first 
claimant of the tract. An early history (Elliot, 1884) states that Charles G, Mason 
constructed the building. If so, it must have been built no earlier than in 1867 
as Mason purchased the claim from .Walbridge in late 1867. A somewhat later newspaper 
story (Weedin, 1910) confirms the date but not the first owner, stating that "a man 
named Chase" built the structure in 1867. After Walbridge sold his claim to Charles 
Mason, Mason took Thomas Ewing into a partnership. In October, 1868, Mason sold his 
half interest in the claim on which the building stands to Levi Ruggles (for Ruggles, 
see Fl-95) after which the building probably served either Ruggles or his new partner, 
Ewing (or both), as a temporary home. The new Ruggles-Ewing partnership then began, 
late in 1868, to subdivide the Walbridge Ranch into the blocks and streets of the 
town. Thus Florence received its start as a town in the immediate triangular area of 
higher non-cultivated land on which this structure stood. After Ewing 1 s death in 
1871, Ruggles became sole owner of the partnership properties. In .March, 1873, Ruggles 
was appointed Register of the Gil a Land district, and proceeded to commute the Walbridge 
claim to cash (US Patent issued October 30, 1875). In 1873, Ruggles'leased the building 
to the federal government as the Land Office and on June 2, 1873 opened the Office for 
business. It was the first Federal Land Office in Arizona south of the Gila, and the 
first to be established in the Gadsen Purchase area. For the next eight years, all 
federal land business in southern Arizona was conducted in this structure in Florence. 
The influx of land-seekers from throughout the Gadsen Purchase greatly boosted the 
local economy, and also helped attract permanent settlers, giving Florence Territory-wide 
prestige and a stimulus to further growth. The Office operated in the 20-foot adobe for 
8 years, until on June 30, 1881, the Land Office function was removed to Tucson. There­ 
after the building served various purposes, including Justice of the Peace Court (in 
the 1880s) and as a dwelling (in the 1930s). It was demolished in 1964 as a safety 
hazard. Because the building which stood on this site played an early and substantial 
administrative role in the early history of the southern portion of Arizona Territory, 
and because of the site.'s considerable time depth, the property appears likely to yield 
significant archaeological data. These data potentially relate to the region's early 
governmental (both federal and local) operations, as well as to the later residential 
uses of the structure.



fPKOPERTY MAME
Site of 1869 Ruggles Residence Contributing Fl-95
.DCATION
Northwest corner of Quartz St. ,& Ruggles Ave.

fCURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

;i.TY/TOWN/VIC INITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Delbert R. & Jewel! M. Lewis
OWNER'S ADDRESS
|Star Route 1
iBox 8
[Florence, AZ 85232
[FORM COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
lADDHBSS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

fPBOTG BY

Harris 0. Sobin, AIA
JDATE 
JSept 1979

VIEW 
From Southeast

Vacant land
ACREAGE 

j36,122 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL-PERIOD"

Sonoran transformed 
to Early Transitional (original structure)
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Building built in 1869,demolished ca. 1964
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION The topography of this vacant parcel of land includes a gentle 
mound just north of Ruggles Avenue, within which are located the tops of recently-exposed 
foundation walls of 3 structures constituting the 1869 Ruggles residence formerly locatedj 
on this site. The three structures are : Building A (main house), rectangular plan, builj 
with its long axis at a slight angle to an E-W line, with its south facade averaging ap­ 
proximately 3 ft north of the parcel's Ruggles Avenue property line", approximate dimen­ 
sions: 42 ft (E-W) by 16 ft (N-S), foundation wall of basaltic stone set in adobe mortar 
originally an adobe-walled earth-roofed Sonoran house later transformed by the addition o

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE This parcel was the site of a single story Transformed Sonoran 
detached residence with two adjacent outbuildings. In its original adobe-walled, earth- 
roofed form it was constructed as a residence probably in early 1869 for his own use by 
Levi Ruggles, former carpenter, school teacher, Civil War soldier and controversial fi­ 
gure, who came to Arizona in 1866 as Indian Agent and is generally credited with being 
the founder of Florence. Recognizing the developmental potential of the area, and its 
convenient location at a good river fording, he purchased Charles Mason's half interest 
in a preemptive claim to the 160-acre Walbridge Ranch in 1868, surveyed a townsite on the
VERSA! BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-42-007

All of Block 69, Townsite of Florence, except for a 50 ft square parcel on the South side 
of Block 69 whose Southwest corner is located 176 ft (approx.) West of the Southeast cor­ 
ner of Block 69.
Zoning: R2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-95

a dimensioned-timber gable roof; Building B (storeroom), square in plan, built with 
its walls parallel or perpendicular to those of Building A, located approximately 5 ft 
north of the east portion of Building A* approximate dimensions: 17 ft by 17 ft, 
foundation wall of red brick and in places, basaltic stone, .originally •:•». Sonoran, 
later transformed by the addition of an overhanging dimensioned timber gently gabled 
or flat roof; Building C (stable or granary ?), rectangular in plan, built with its 
walls parallel or perpendicular to those of Buildings A and B, located with its SE 
corner approximately 5 ft NW of Building B; approximate dimensions: 17 ft (N-S) by 
14 ft (E-W), foundation walls of basaltic stone in adobe mortar, originally a utility 
building with exterior walls part timber, part corrugated metal on wood frame, and with 
a dimensioned-timber framed monopitch roof. Moving north from the exposed foundation 
walls, the ground slopes gradually downward toward a dense line of vegetation along 
the Chase Ditch (Fl-93), which at this point is about 140 ft north of Ruggles Avenue. 
Vegetation close to the site of the former house consists of a very large, mature 
mesquite tree located near the southeast corner of the parcel (which also appears in 
early photographs of the house), seasonal range grass in patches.

A State Historic Marker was recently (1981) placed on this site, commemorating 
Ruggles' role as town founder.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

tract, helped secure a U.S. Post Office for Florence in 1869 and later..held numerous 
public offices. These included Land Office Register and Receiver, and several terms 
as a Territorial legislator. The house on this site was a typical example of the 
Sonoran Style, with its adobe walls, earth roof and metal canales (rain spouts). 
These latter were left protruding from beneath the eave above the south parapet 
wall when a later frame roof was added above the original earth roof. An Anglo- 
style outside chimney projected approximately from the center of the exterior of the 
west wall of the house. After Ruggles moved to a new, larger home about 1877, this 
earlier house appears to have been rented, possibly at least during the period 1877- 
1879, as the Pinal County Jail. It was later rented for residential purposes. The 
building was demolished about 1962 by action of the Pinal County authorities.

The property appears likely to yield significant archaeological data 
relating to residential uses of the historic structure formerly extant on this site, 
as well as a more precise reconstruction of the building's exact uses, dimensions and 
floor plan. This information would potentially be of great value in reconstructing 
the economics and lifestyles of Central Arizona during its early Territorial period.



STATE HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY!
E OriginaTTTnaT County Courthouse" 

and/or Jail (1875-79)/First Girl's School Contributing Fl-96
LOCATION 
NW corner of Granite & RugglesfAvenue

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

ICITY/TOWN/VICINITY
i Florence

TCOUNTY 
1 Final

I Arizona State Parks Board
OWNER'S ADDRESS
I 1688 W. Adams 
Phoenix, A2. 85007

FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

fADDSESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IVIEK
From Southwest

MOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin

SDATE
(June 1980

PRESENT USE [ACREAGE 
Parking Lot for State Historical P.! 4,096 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Sonoran (original structure)
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built 1870: to . 1874;demolished prior to 1941
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Fl-96 is currently a vacant parcel of land on Ruggles Ave.with a gentle slope northwards 
toward the Chase Ditch (FT- 93) and the Gila River floodplain. There is little veget­ 
ation on or near the site except for several sizeable mesqirite trees on its western 
edge, and a row of young cottonwood street trees planted along Ruggles Ave.by the Town 
in 1976. The ground surface has recently been covered with gravel, to facilitate the 
use of the parcel as a parking lot for visitors to McFarlandfsta-te Historical Park 
directly adjacent to the east across the (now abandoned) north end of Granite Street.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
During 1979 archaeological investigations conducted by Archaeological Research Services 
on the adjacent site to the east, a significant prehistoric sherd-scatter, probably 
dating from the Hohokam Classic Period, was noted on the surface of this site. Though 
the exact nature and extent of these materials are not yet known, the possibility of'the 
existence of a Hohokam habitation site of some importance at this location cannot be 
excluded. During historic times, this parcel of land was contained within the "Walbridge 
Ranch", a 160-acre preemptive claim along the Gila purchased by Levi Ruggles from 
Charles Mason in 1868 and on which Ruggles secured a federal patent in 1875. This_____ VERBAL BOUNDARY-. JJfclStJKimON———————— ——— ————————————————————————— —————

South half of the East half of Block 68, Townsite of Florence, plus the West 30 ft of 
abandoned Granite Street adjacent on the East line of Block 68. Fl-96 was located 
on the East half of the South half of the East half (i.e on Southeast quarter) of 
Block 68. ——

Assessor's Parcel No. : 200-41-031



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) F1-96

particular portion of the ranch remained Ruggles property until his death in 1889. 
Sometime prior to 1875, the parcel became the location of a now demolished Sonoran 
adobe building, L-shaped in plan. This structure was built with its south and east 
facades directly on-Rugales anc' Granite Street property lines, and measured about 
20 ft wide (E-W ) by~50 ft deep ( N~S ) by 32 ft wide across its north end. 
The structure is variously described on old photographs on file in the archives of the 
Arizona Historical Society as Florence's "First Courthouse" and "First Girls' School". 
It appears probable that the building served both purposes but at different times. On 
one of these early photos, the building is clearly shown as being located just west 
across Granite Street from the 1879 Courthouse. The building is also readily identi­ 
fiable on Sanborn Co. maps through 1915, but is gone by the 1941 revision. Entries in 
the Minutes of the Final County Board of Supervisors for 1877 and 1878 reflect payments 
to Ruggles as rent for a "Court House and Jail". The Minutes for 1879 reveal that the 
county ordered repairs on a "house formerly used as a.girls' school as shall fit it for 
a county jail", and also show that the county stopped paying Ruggles rent for a county 
jail when prisoners were moved to the new jail soon after. These documents plus the 
vanished structure's location make it extremely probable that F1-96/. was the site of 
a building which served either as the county's original courthouse in 1877-78, or as its 
first county jail (1879), or both (at different times). After/the pounty functions 
were moved elsewhere, the building was used for various purposes, including a doctor's 
office (1889) and a laundry (early 1900s). In view of the site's time depth, and the 
strong probability that the demolished historic structure has signifrc^nve ^pr. the 
early history of Final County, the property appears likely to yield significant archae­ 
ological data which could help illuminate the area's prehistoric settlement as well as 
the historic period's governmental/judicial activities. Data recovery would be 
considerably facilitated on this site in view of the fact that it is now state property.

The building which stood on this site (FVge ) was the County's first Courthouse/ 
fulfilling that function for four years. It is distinct from (and should not be 
confused with) its successor,'the 1877-78 structure (Fl-15), currently called "First 
Pinal County Courthouse".



PERTY INVENTORY.
jHome for the Elderly (site)

Residence/County
Contributing Fl-97

(LOCATION East sic| e Of Granite St. between 
fChase Ditch & Ruggles Avenue _______
:ITY/TOWN/VICINITY

fFlorence

[CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

COUNTY
Pinal

|OWN£R

JArizona State Parks Board
)WNER'S ADDRESS

J1688 W. Adams St. 
(Phoenix, AZ 85007

COMPLETED BY 
[Harris J. Sobin, AIA
)DKESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
JTucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
jDATE 
JJune 1980

IFrom North

Vacant

(ACREAGE""""

|l6,120 SFISTYLE OR "CULTDSSL" PERIOD _._——-————-
Sonoran transformed 

t.n Late Transitional (original building)
ISIGNIFICANT DATES Built ca. 1883, transformed 
to LateTransfti-onalbetl890_And_1898_.
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION y\ vacant parcel of land, with a moderate slope downward toward the 
north in the direction of the Chase Ditch (Fl-93) and the Gila River floodplain. Veget­ 
ation (cottonwood, mesquite, palo verde) is concentrated along the Chase Ditch, north of ] 
the site of the demolished building. The ground surface at the site itself shows evidence! 
of the 1968 demolition (a large mound of disturbed earth, wood shingles and wood frag­ 
ments just north of the house site), and the 1979 archaeological investigation (black 
plastic sheeting covered with backfill along the lines of the original foundation walls 
of the Doran Residence which were exposed during the 1979 excavations). The northern
hnnnHary nf thp ^jt.p i <; ripfinpd hy an p fiHy r»'<;tir wnnd fenr.e, just, south, of
ejTATRMFftT Of? ~SfOF SIGNIFICANCE A>J> Dorans soldier, mining engineer, bridge-builder and build-j 
ing contractor, was a prominent citizen in Territorial Arizona. Doran served as Pinal 
County Sheriff (1883-84), and later became Chairman of the Pinal County Board of Super­ 
visors, a member of the Territorial legislature, and Lieutenant-Colonel of the 1st Regi­ 
ment of the Arizona National Guard. His original residence on this site was a single 
story detached Sonoran adobe structure, square shaped in plan, built with its west facade 
on the parcel's Granite Street property line, with full setbacks (more than 10 ft) on its 
other 3 sides. Approximate building dimensions: 29 ft wide (N-S) by 32 ft deep (E-W). 

?Jl|g Atr.uc 1: .uI^J nc ^ udec* an L-shaped, flat-roofed Sonoran adobe 3-room portion
DESCRLPT1UNIVERRAL BO

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-003
All of Block 67, Townsite of Florence. The site of the demolished Doran residence is lo­ 
cated in the Northwest quarter (approx.) of this parcel; its site shares the same parcel 
with Fl-15 and Fl-140.

Zoning: R3



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-97 

curving line of the Chase Ditch.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

(west and south sides), and a shingle-roofed dimensioned-timber framed porch (a 
fourth room) in the northeast corner. Between 1890 and 1898, a wood shingled 
dimensioned-timber framed mansard roof was added above the original earth roof. 
During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this was a common practice in 
Florence, based on both cultural and functional reasons. The Doran house later 
became part of the County Hospital Complex, serving as a home for the elderly, 
until it was demolished by the county in 1968. The 1979 archaeological investigation, 
in addition to revealing features relating to the building's foundation, floor plan 
and framing, also concluded that remnants of a prehistoric site probably exist in the 
general vicinity of this house site, and that further subsoil investigations relating 
to both prehistoric and historic periods of the site would be of value. In view of 
its time depth, and its potential importance both historically and prehistorically, 
the property appears likely to yield further significant archaeological data.



ME site of Collingwood/Bamrick/ 
Stevens Residence Contributing Fl-9i
.OCATION
Southwest corner of Final & 6th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

fciTY/TOWN/vxcINITY 
Florence

COUNTY
Pinal

Estate of Cletus Ball & Ethel Ball, 3/4 UI 
Margaret Gram'llo, 1/8 UI;Barbara E. & Jack R.
>WNER f S ADDRESS
c/o Ethel Ball
Box 968
Florence, AZ 85232

Moraga, 1/8 UI,

M COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
U3DPESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

S HOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin

JDATE
isep. 1979

[VIEW ,
From Northwest

Vacant land
ACREAGE
19,375 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD ]
Early Transitional (original residence)

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1878; demolished in 1964

>HYSICAL DESCRIPTION p-j_gg. j s presently a vacant parcel of land except for a windmill 
(Fl-88) and a small adobe servant's quarters building (Fl-89), both of which were orig­ 
inally accessory structures to the Collingwood/Bamrick/Stevens residence which was or­ 
iginally located on the northeast quarter of this same parcel. (A two-story timber-framec 
tower of square plan supporting an elevated cylindrical steel water tank located im­ 
mediately north of Fl-89 was recently (Sep. 1980) demolished by the present owner). 
Except for some young mesquite trees near the eastern and southern edges of the parcel, 
there is little vegetation on the site. There appear to be no visible surface indications

STATEMENT OF -SIGNIFICANCE Th1$ is the s1te of the grandest of Florence's Territorial 
period residential structures. The house, a fine example of the Early Transitional 
mode, was built by one of the town's first business leaders, Joseph Collingwood. In 
partnership with Tucson merchant Edward Nye Fish, Collingwood had opened Florence's 
first general store (Fl-3) in 1869 under the firm name E.N. Fish & Company. Under 
Collingwood's supervision, a new, larger store (Fl-22) was built in 1874 to house the 
firm's rapidly expanding Florence business. In 1877, Collingwood became the firm's sole 
owner and built his new house one block east of the store in the following year. He

VERBSITBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
i Assessor's Parcel No. : 200-48-063

All of Block 103, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the south. The site of 
the demolished Collingwood/Barnrick/Stevens Residence is located in the northeast quarter 
(approx.) of this parcel; its site shares the same parcel with both Fl-88 and Fl-89.



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-98 

of the demolished structure.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

also served as Florence's first postmaster from 1871 to 1880. Following Collingwood's 
death in 1882, his widow, nee Maria Elena Barragan, married Patrick Bamrick, who shared 
this house with her until his death about 1900. Following Bamrick's death, Maria Elena 
married D. C. Stevens, a union veteran, stage and livery business operator, canal 
promoter and local official (Clerk of federal and county courts, Probate Judge, member 
of the Board of Supervisors, and County Treasurer). Stevens lived in this house almost 
until his death in 1917. The Collingwood residence was L-shaped in plan, with its 
6th Street wing of two stories and a Pinal Street wing of one story, and with setbacks 
of more than 10 ft on all sides. Its adobe walls were protected by a wood-shingled 
dimensioned timber-framed gable roof, and elegantly detailed porches on all sides 
except at the gable ends. According to local tradition, the "Baron of Arizona", James 
Addison Reavis, was a frequent guest in this graciously appointed landmark structure. 
The building was demolished after a fire in 1964; no other structure was subsequently 
built on the site. In view of the early date and significance of the demolished 
structure, its site is likely to yield substantial and useful archaeological data.



PERlv SAMEcollingwood/Stevens Residence 
[Well and Windmill Contributing F1-98A
.OCATION

East side of Final
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

St. bet 6th & 8th Streets
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

(COUNTY 
! Final

Cletus & Ethel Ball 3/4 UI;Margaret Gran- 
illo 1/8 UI;Barbara E. & Jack R. Moraga 1/8 UI
OWNER'S ADDRESS
c/o Ethel Ball
Box 968
Florence, AZ 85232

•FORM COMPLETED 3Y

Harris 0, 3ob1n, AIA
IADDFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
SHOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin. AIA
JDATE

I June 1980
VIEW 
From West
'RESENT USE
Disused windmill

ACREAGE
19,375 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Early 20th Century Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Constructed 1910

[PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION j\ steel "Perkins" tower-mounted windmill. Approximate dimensions of 
structure: 10 ft by 10 ft at base, by 30 ft in height. One side of the windmill vane 
(or "rudder") carries the stencilled legend: "12 FT GEARED MOTOR/PERKINS/1910" and on 
the other side: "PERKINS/WINDMILL CO/Mishawaka, Ind.". On one tower leg is stencilled: 
"ARIZONA CONSOLIDATED STAGE & LIVERY CO, Florence, Ariz." Though both the windmill and 
its steel tower are in need of structural repair, the mill still possesses its working 
components (vane, wheel, gears, pump-rod) and appears to be in clearly repairable con­ 
dition.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE By the turn of the century, and prior to installation of a 
municipal water system, most well-to-do families in Florence achieved constant running 
water indoors by means of private water systems, consisting of a well, a windmill-operate! 
pump and an elevated pressure tank. Windmill-operated pumps were demonstrated in the re­ 
gion as early as 1888 (Casa Grande). Though in need of repair and restoration, this wind­ 
mill is the last one which remains of the many originally within the district. Both the 
tower and its well were installed to serve the now demolished two-story Collingwood/Ste­ 
vens House (site: Fl-98, on the southwest corner of Final and 6th Streets), during D.C. 
Stevens's ownership. The well was bored to a depth of 100 ft. Together with an adobe

JVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-063
All of Block 103, Townsite of Florence, and the 30 ft adjacent on the South. Fl-88 is
located near the center of the Eastern half of the same parcel on which Fl-89 and Fl-98
are located, thus it shares the same parcel with them.

Zoning: R2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) F1-98A

Servants' Quarters (FT-89), this windmill is all that now remains as a reminder of 
the Collingwood/Stevens House*, for many years a well known Florence landmark and 
showplace.. FT-98A fs ancillary to Fl-98, the site of the Collingwood/Stevens 
Residence.



PROPERTY NAME Collingwood/Stevens Residence 
Servants' Quarters Contributing F1-98B

FLOG AT ION 
Southwest corner of Final

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

and 6th Streets
3TTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

[COUNTY
i Final

Cletus & Ethel Ball 3/4 UI; Margaret Gran- 
illo 1/8 UI;Barbara E. & Jack R. Moraga 1/8 UI
>WNER'S ADDRESS 
c/o Ethel Ball 
Box 968 
Florence, AZ 85232
FORM COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IDDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

SHOIO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
JDATE 
JSeot 1979

r IEW 
From East

PRESENT USE [ACREAGE

Uti 1 it.y shed (storage) 19,375 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Sonoran transformed to Early Transitional
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1878; transformed after 1941
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ single story utility building, rectangular in plan, built with I 
its east facade on the parcel's Final Street property line, and with full (more than 10 j 
ft) setbacks from the property lines on its other three sides. Approximate dimensions of| 
fully enclosed structure: 15 ft wide (N-S) by 28 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: mud- 
plastered adobe. Roof: sheet metal roofing covers a later dimensioned-timber framed low- 
pitched gabled structure, which replaced the original mud roof. The north-facing gable 
of the roof continues on to form an 11-foot deep full-width porch across that side. The
porch is supported along its outer edge by a row of slender square timber posts. The 
building though in need of repair could be restoredwith a relatively modest effort.___
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Tn is transformed Sonoran structure is probably the servants 
quarters of the now destroyed two-story Collingwood/Stevens Residence of 1878 (site: Fl- 
98). It represents all that survives above ground of this celebrated showplace homestead 
Fl-89's original, log-supported earth roofing was replaced with the present timber-framed 
metal roofing some time after 1941. Though the Collingwood/Stevens Residence has been 
gone for many years, this small building with its finely detailed casings and doors pro­ 
vides us today with some indication of the elegant character and refined quality of the 
main house which it served. F1-98B is ancillary to Fl-98, the site of the Collingwood/ 
Stevens Residence._____ __________ _________ ______VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION———————————————————————————————— 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-063
All of Block 103, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the South. Fl-98Bis locat­ 
ed on the South one-fifth (approx.) of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with both 
Fl-88 and Fl-98.

Zoning: R2



Site of William Stone/Aquiles Arriola Residency! Contributing Fl-99
LOCATION
Northeast corner of Main and llth Streets

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICJ.NITY
Florence

30UNTY
Final

Herminia Barnett
JOWNER'S ADDRESS

|800 Westchester Place 
Los Angeles, CA 90005

(FORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

[ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

i-JOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

(DATE 
j$ept 1979

VIEW
From Southwest
'RESENT USE

Vacant land
ACREAGE 

I 7813 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

American Victorian (original building)
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1887; demolished in 1959
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION A level, vacant parcel of land nearly devoid of vegetation with the 
exception of two blue palo verde trees on the Main Street (western) property line. There 
appear to be no surface indications of the demolished residence.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE Constructed in 1887j the residence which formerly occupied 
this site was the first fired brick building to have been built in Florence and the 
second example of the American-Victorian Style of architecture to appear in the town. 
It was constructed in 1887, the year after the opening of the town!s first brickyard. 
At last, Anglo-American newcomers had an alternative to what many considered the "un­ 
sightly adobe". This began the cycle of imported, even anti-regional building styles 
and manufactured materials selected more often for cultural than for technological or 
economic reasons. Soon, brick had become the architectural "status symbol 11 for Anglo-
VE~BBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-038 

West half of Block 180, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: B2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-99

American and Mexican-American alike, helping to bring to an end in Florence the long 
era of Indo-Hispanic adobe building techniques. The floor plan and elevations of 
the original house were probably based on a pattern-book design of the period with 
the., characteristically T-shaped, assymetric layout typical of Victorian residential 
planning. The house was built with full setbacks from all property lines. It had 
double (cavity) brick walls, and a wood shingle covered dimensioned-timber gable 
roof structure. Door and window lintels were of heavy dimensioned-timber; a sort 
of lintel soon to be replaced, in other local examples of the style, by the more 
typically Victorian segmental brick arches. Wood shingle covered frame porches 
sheltered three of its facades. By 1915, the parcel contained a rather typical 
mixture of residential and commercial buildings, including a wagon shed, a water 
tank and windmill, and a small but extremely elegant law-office structure built in 
1889 on the northwest corner of the block.

The house originally on this site was built for William Stone, a prominent Florence 
citizen, attorney for several mining firms, and law partner of Richard Sloan who 
later became Associate Justice of the Arizona Supreme Court and Arizona's 17th and 
last territorial governor. William Stone was for some years Clerk of the Final 
County Justice and District Courts, and later became Final County District Attorney. 
The house was sold by Stone's widow to Aquiles Arriola, the musically-inclined and 
amiable proprietor of the "Cosmopolitan Store" on Bailey (later moved to Main) 
Street. The store dealt in "general merchandise, phonographs and records". Aquiles 
was father of.Gus Arriola, creator of the nationally-known comic-strip "Gordo". 
Together with all the other structures on this parcel, the house was demolished in 
1959. Considering its long residential use, this property appears likely to yield 
significant archaeological data relevant to a better understanding of both archi­ 
tectural and economic aspects of life in early-day Florence.



ajpERTl SAME. 
"Florence City Yard # 1" Warehouse Intrusion Fl-105
•OCATION
East side of Quartz bet,8th & 10th Streets.

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

(CITY/TOWN/VIC1NITY
Florence

)UNTY
Final

Town of Florence
)WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 490
Florence, AZ 85232
'ORM COMPLETED BY

t Harris J. Sobin, AIA
JADDRESS

16550 N. Skyway Road 
ITucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IDATE

jSept 1979
[VIEW
From Southwest
PRESENT USE 
Warehouse

[ACREAGE 

|l8,560 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1948
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story storage/utility structure, rectangular on plan, located on the west side 
of "Florence City [maintenance] Yard # 1", and built with its rear (west) facade on the 
parcel's Quartz Street property line. Approximate building dimensions: 28 ft wide (E-W) 
by 58 ft long (N-S). Exterior walls of horizontal wood siding on wood frame; standing- 
seam metal roofing covers a gently-sloped monopitch roof. Double-hung wood windows on 
the south and west sides. The building is inadequately maintained: evidenced by deter­ 
iorated exterior building finishes and unkempt condition of surrounding grounds.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
•This postwar utility structure displays••'little or/no architectural significance; its 
character and use are incompatible with the historic buildinnswhich surround it.

(VERBAL. BOUNDARY. DESCRlJfT1ON

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-022

All of Block 2, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, and 30 ft by 145 ft adjacent on 
the North, and 20 ft by 125 ft adjacent on tire East.

Zoning: B2



ERTY INVENTORY.

iGomez/Ormsby Residence Intrusion ! FT-107

East side of Quartz bet.lOth & 12th Streets
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

"(COUNTY 
I Final

Frank G. & Connie M. Ormsby as J/T 
{OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 808
Florence, AZ 85232

(FORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
)DK'ESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
;Tucson, AZ 85718

HOIO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

iDATE
I Sept 1979

raw _ 
From East
^RESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
19,575 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Contemporary/"Midwest Ranch"
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in 1974__
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, with a narrow rectangular plan oriented north-south 
and built with setbacks on all four sides. Approximate building dimensions: 27 ft (E-W) 
by 50 ft (N-S). Exterior walls are of concrete brick. Asphalt shingles cover a wood- 
framed gable roof; ridge-mounted TV antenna and evaporative cooler are visually pro­ 
minent. An open carport runs the full width of the house near its south end.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Of no particular architectural distinction nor contextual appropriateness in overall 
form, color, choice of materials or detailing, this building is a measure of the con­ 
tinuing popularity for over 30 years in Arizona, of the typical small "Midwest Ranch" 
type of suburban builder's house. The local vogue for this house style began during the 
immediate postwar period. The overall scale, and form of FWQ7 are IncomDatMe with the 
two significant 4 and historically related) neighbarinn structures" (-Fl-T2 f, Fl-13.) -located 

to the north- and .south, -; : ; . ' ~ " ^.

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-033B

North 35 ft of Block 30 of Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus the Southern 
30 ft by 145 ft of abandoned llth Street adjacent on the north, plus the 20 ft of
abandoned Granite Street adjacent on the East.

7r»n inn* R *?



Henrickson Jewelry and Appliances Building Neutral Fl-108
ROGATION 1024 Main Street; 
West side of Main between 8th & 10th Streets

ICURRENI PHOTOGRAPH

:i.TY/TOWN/V1C INITY
Florence

{COUNTY
1 Final

R. F. Henrickson
jWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 761
Florence, AZ 85232

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ABBESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE
!

iJune 1978
VIEW
From East
PRESENT USE 
I Commercial 4640 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1957
IPHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building, built with its front facade on the parcel's Main 
Street property line and its flanking facades on the parcel's side property lines. Ap­ 
proximate building dimensions: 32 ft wide (N-S) by 30 ft deep (E-W) by 13 ft high, 
Exterior walls are of painted concrete block. Metal roofing covers a flat wood-framed 
roof; a cantilevered wood and metal sidewalk canopy, braced from the low parapet wall 
with metal tie rods, protects the glazed Main Street shopfront.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This structure is a typical example of the 1950s style of commercial building. Fl-108 

and the style it exemplifies differ from earlier Main Street commercial constructions 
in several ways: (1) lower vertical exterior and interior dimensions, (2) a total 
absence of decorative architectural elements or references to historic styles s (3) 
quantitatively larger areas of shopfront glazing; (4) an assymmetrical facade; and (5) 
a much greater reliance on undisguised industrialized components and corresponding 
suppresion of the contribution of individual craftsmen or trades. Uses of Fl-108 have 
included a jewelryandappliances store, and a bakery. Approximately the southern half

DESCRIPTION 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-018

North 32 ft of the South 59 ft of Block 1, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 
the 20 ft adjacent to the West.

Zoning: B2



PROPERTY NAME

"Classic Cleaners" Neutral Fl-109
LOCATION 1026 Main Street;
West side of Main between 8th & 10th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

:TTY/TOWN/VICINITY 
Florence

COUNTY
Final

R. F. Henrickson
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 761
Florence, AZ 85232

(FORM COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

JDAIE

I Sept 1979
{VIEW 
From East

[PRESENT USE
Vacant commercial

JACEEAGE
12175 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERTOi

Contemporary.
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built in 1943
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building, with its front facade on the parcel's Main Street 
property line, and its flanking facades on side property lines. Approximate building 
dimensions: 15 ft wide by 45 ft deep by 13 ft in height. Exterior walls: painted con­ 
crete block, with recessed horizontal panelled treatment of parapet wall. Corrugated 
metal covers a wood-frame monopitch roof structure. A cantilevered wood and metal 
sidewalk canopy is braced from the Main Street parapet wall with metal tie rods.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This shop building is typical of local "builders' commercial" structures of the 1940s. 
It differs from its earlier Main Street counterparts, in (1) a lower scale; (2) an 
absence of ornament or historic references, and (3) a nearly total reliance on industrial 
components, as opposed to the contribution of individual craftsmen or skilled trades. 
In use most recently as a cleaner's shop.

VERBS!' 'BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-019

North 15 ft of South 27 ft of Block 1, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence. 

Zoning: B2



NAME
Henrickson Residence Neutral ! Fl-110
.OCATION 1028 Main Street;
West side of Main between 8th & 10th Streets
JCTTY/TOWN/VICIUITY
Florence

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

COUNTY
Final

F. Henrickson
)WNER*S ADDRESS

Box 761
Florence, AZ 85232

(FORM COMPLETED BY 
\ Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
'HOTO BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
VIEW
From East

(DATE

Isept 1979

PRESENT USE jACREAGE

Vacant commercial/residential ;2175 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Contemporary Commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in 1943
HYSIGAL DESCRIPTION ..;-"
A two-story commercial/residential building built with its front facade on the parcel's 
Main Street property line, and its flanking facades on side property lines. Approximate 
building dimensions: 15 ft wide (N-S) by 45 ft deep (E-W) by 19.5 ft in height. Ex­ 
terior walls: concrete block masonry units, exposed on parapet wall, stuccoed below. 
A cantilevered wood and V-joint sheet metal sidewalk canopy on Main Street facade is 
braced from the parapet wall with metal tie rods.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure, though otherwise typical of the local "builders' commercial 11 style of the 
decade of the 1940s, e.g., in its choice of materials and techniques, is quite atypical 
in one major respect. Its builder appears to have responded to the higher vertical scale 
of earlier Main Street buildings by increasing the height of this structure to nearly 
20 ft, thereby giving it the same strongly vertical proportions which characterize the 
street's earlier commercial buildings and which simultaneously gave the urban space of 
Main Street its special intensity and sense of enclosure. This urban intensity has been 
partly diluted by the lower, nearly "suburban" scale of much of Main Street's postwar
HERBAL, BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION ~~

(Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-020

South 12 ft by 125 ft of the South 27 ft of Block 1, Wheat's Addition to the Town of 
Florence, plus 12 ft by 20 ft adjacent on the West, plus 3 ft by 145 ft adjacent on the 
South.

Zoning: B2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-110

development. Unfortunately, the sort of attempt at urban civic-mindedness represented 
by this building has not recurred on Main Street.



... n .*.,.*.Florence Department Store/ 
Mr.C.ann's Department. Store Neutral. Fl-ill
.OCATION 103Q Main Street; 
[Northwest corner of 10th and Main Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

!C ITY / TOWN /VIC1NITY
Florence

(COUNTY
i Final

Edward 6. & Toni L. McCann as J/T
JWNER'S ADDRESS

Box 766
Florence, AZ 85232

IFOSJ! COMPLETED BY 
jHarris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS
16550 N. Skyway Road 
fTucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

JDATE
iJune 1978

IVIEV
From East
PRESENT USE
Vacant commercial

JACREAGE 
!4350 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary Commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1949
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building, built with its front facade on the parcel's Main 
Street property line and flanking facades on the side property lines. Approximate build­ 
ing dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 50 ft deep (E-W) by 15.5 ft in height. Exterior 
walls: painted concrete block. Rolled asphalt roofing covers a flat wood-framed roof 
structure. A flat cantilevered wood and metal sidewalk canopy braced from the parapet 
wall with metal tie rods, protects the glazed Main Street shopfront.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This department store building is typical of local "builders' commercial" style structures 
of the 1940s which mark a clear break with their late Territorial/early statehood counter­ 
parts on Main Street with their lower scale, lack of any regional reference, a complete 
absence of ornament and nearly total reliance on prefabricated industrial components. 
The more modest scale, square-edged simplicity and symmetrical shopfront design of Fl-111 
are otherwise reminiscent of the earliest (Sonoran tradition) buildings to have appeared 
on Main Street. In purely formal terms, the process of architectural evolution has nearl)
come full circle. Fl-111 is not incompatible with its neighbors mainly due to its zero1RBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION———————————————— —————— ———————— —————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-021

South 30 ft of North 33 ft of 10th Street adjacent to the South of Block 1, Wheat's 
Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 20 ft by 30 ft adjacent on the West.

Zoning: B2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-111 

setback siting, simple massing and modest height.



PKOFERTY SAME
Oscar's, formerly Louie's Bar Intrusion Fl-112
.OCATION 1110 Ma1n street; 
West side of Main between 10th & 12th Streets | 
CITY/TOWN/VICINITY JCOUNIY
Florence I Pinal

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

Oscar & Evangeline Padilla
)WNER f S ADDRESS

519 Butte Drive 
Florence, AZ 85232

JI COMPLETED 3Y
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
ADDFESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

h.OTO BY
Dale H. Frens

SDATE
[June 1978

From East
USr

Commercial
(ACREAGE
17830 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD 
Contemporary commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in 1965__
3HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building, built with its front facade on the parcel's Main 
Street property line, its south facade on the side property line, and full (more than 
10 ft) setbacks on the other two sides. Approximate building dimensions: 38.5 ft wide 
(N-S) by 45 ft deep (E-W) by 16 ft in height. Exterior walls are of integrally pigmented 
adobe-colored concrete "slump block". Gravel-covered built-up roofing covers a flat timb< 
roof structure. The building is in good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This bar building is typical of local "builders' commercial" structures of the 1950-70 
period. With its simulated raw adobe walling material and a stepped-profile parapet 
wall distantly recalling the Mission Revival style, it reflects, in much the same way 
as the office building adjacent to the south (Fl-113) the latest cycle of regional cons­ 
ciousness which began to appear in Arizona in a rather erratic and perfunctory way, be­ 
ginning in the late 1950s. : ;.

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-029B

South 52 ft of Block 28, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 2 ft by 145 ft 
adjacent on the South, plus 20 ft by 52 ft adjacent on the West of Block 28.

Zoning: B2



j.F. O'Betka Realty/Clemans In- 
Isurance Agency Office Building Neutral Fl-113
,OCATION 112 2 Main Street; 
IWest side of Main Street bet. 8th & 12th Sts.

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

C T TY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

J.F. & Betty O'Betka
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

Box F
Florence, AZ 85232

IFORK COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IADDKESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'tiOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

!DATE
jJune 1978

r IEW

From East
'RESENT

Commercial
(ACREAGE 

J5800 SF
STYLE OR-CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary Commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1948
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story office building, built with its front facade on the parcel's Main Street 
property line, its flanking facades on the side property lines, and a full (more than 
10 ft) setback at rear. Approximate building dimensions: 40 ft wide (N-S) by 50 ft deep 
(E-W) by 18.5 ft in maximum height. Exterior walls are painted concrete block. Gravel- 
covered built-up roofing covers a flat timber roof structure. A shingle-roofed "Western 
Front" timber sidewalk canopy on round log posts protects the building's partly glazed 
Main Street facade.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This structure is typical of local "builders' commercial" structures of the 1940s and 
1950s. Its stepped front parapet "false front" wall and stereotyped, rough-hewn 
"western style" canopy, reflect the start of a new cycle of Hollywood-inspired regional 
consciousness in Arizona architecture. In its early years this "retrospective" trend 
seldom went beyond stylistic or historic tokenism. Aside from exemplifying a phase in the 
evolution of local architecture, this building's zero-setback siting, simple massing and 
modest height do not unduly violate its immediate context. In 1960 this building housed 
"Bick's Market", and since about 1970 has been used as a real estate broker's office and

{VERBAL BOUNDARY. MSCRimON" 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-030

North 40 ft of the 58 ft by 145 ft adjacent on the North to Block 29, Wheat's Addition 
to the Town of Florence.

Zoning: B2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-113 

insurance business.



SAME Florence Town Hall/ 
iFlorence Police & Fire Departments Contributing Fl-114
.OCATION
1206 Main Street

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

1TTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

(COUNTY
I Pinal

City of Florence
WNER'S ADDRESS

!Florence, AZ 85232

Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

PHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

jDATE 
IJune 1978

VIEW
From East

PRESENT USE 
Governmental

JACREAGE 
111 ,890 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PER1OB
Contemporary/Pueblo Revival Influence
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built 1948; Courtroom addition ca. 1952
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached governmental building of rectangular plan form, built with a 20 f- 
setback from the parcel's Main Street (east) property line, full (more than 10 ft) set­ 
backs from the west and north property lines, and a smaller setback on the south side. 
Approximate building dimensions: 50 ft wide (N-S) by 45 ft deep (E-W) by 13 ft in height. 
Exterior walls painted concrete block. Gravel-covered built-up roofing covers a flat 
timber roof structure, A tile-roofed timber shade canopy on round log posts covers the 
building's front cement-floor porch. The building's front yard along Main Street is land- 
srappd with grass lawns and two beech trees. A flagpole is placed on the center line of
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This building, designed for governmental purposes, nonetheless typifies local "builders' 
commercial" structures of the late 1940s to the mid 1960s. The front facade's "Mission 
tiled" rough-hewn shade canopy and false beam ends (recalling New Mexico's Pueblo Revival 
of the 1920-30 period)reflects the beginnings of a new cycle of regional consciousness 
which began to appear.- in Arizona's architecture in the 1940s, although at first in only 
a rather perfunctory way. The deep setback of this structure's entrance facade violates 
the traditional and more urban practice of placing entry facades of Main Street buildings 
directly' on front property lines. The building's simple massing and modest scale do notm rtiVEB.BALJ50UNDARY DESCRIPTION
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-031

North 75 ft of Block 29, Wheat's Assition to the Town of Florence, plus 18 ft adjacent on 
the North, plus 20 ft adjacent on the West, plus the North 20 ft of the 27 ft adjacent to 
Block 28 Wheat's Addition. Fl-114 is located on the Northeast quarter (approx.) of Block 
29, thus shares the same parcel of land with FT-115.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-114

the main entry walkway. The building served as Florence's Town Hall"until"October, 
1980 (see FT-122), and currently houses the town's Police and Fire Departments. Some 
years after construction of the building, a room was added on the west side of the 
building, for use as a municipal courtroom and later served as the Town's Clerk's 
office. It is now in use as office space for the Police Chief and Police Dispatcher.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

unduly violate its immediate context.



Dl

PROPERTY

iTown Jail/Town Fire Station Intrusion
,OCATION
1206 Main Street (rear)

fCURRENT PHOTOGRAPH
F1-11B

JC1TY/TOWN/VICINITY

iFlorence
BOUNTY

Final

City of Florence
(OWNER'S ADDRESS

iFlorence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

IPHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

[DATE

(June 1978
VIEW
From Northwest

SENT USE

Governmental
ACREAGE 

|11,890 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOb 

Contemporary/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1952
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story governmental building, rectangular on plan, built with full (more than 10 
jft) setbacks from the parcel's east, west and north property lines, and a small setback 
!on the south side. Approximate building dimensions: 70 ft wide (N-S) by 50 ft deep (E-W). 
Exterior walls: painted concrete block. Gravel on built-up roofing covers the flat timber 
roof structure. The north end of the building is a fire station. The south end of the 
building originally contained the two-cell town jail, and is presently used for a Police 
photographic lab and storage purposes.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This structure typifies local "builders' commercial" of the late 1940s to the mid-1960s. 
This'buildirva lacks-architectural distinction or contextual appropriateness as to form,
materials or sitina.

[VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-44-031

|North 75 ft of Block 29, Wheat's Addition to the Town of Florence, plus 18 ft adjacent on 
jthe North, plus 20 ft adjacent on the West, plus the North 20 ft of the 27 ft adjacent to 
[Block 28, Wheat's Addition. Fl-115 is located on the Northwest quarter (approx) of Block
|29, thus shares the same parcel of land with FT-114.

Zoning: B2



Final County Health Department Offices
.OCATION 7Q1-/U3 Main street
Southeast corner of 6th and Main Streets

fCITY/TOWN/VIC J.NITY jCOuilY
Florence_____________| Plnal
rU^ER

Pinal County
WNER'S ADMESS

Florence, AZ 85232

Neutral Fl-116
ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

(FORT-1 COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

S.DDRESS
6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

*HOIG BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE
I June 1978

VIEW
From West
KESH.N7 USE
Governmental

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

jACREAGE ]
! 8250 SF
j_______i

SIGNIFICANT DATES

ca. 1952
>HYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story governmental office building, L-shaped in plan, built with its front 
facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its north facade on the 6th Street 
property line, the north half of its east facade on the Bailey Street property line, 
the balance set back approximately 70 ft, and its south facade on the side property 
line to the south. Approximate overall building dimensions: 66 ft (N-S) along Main 
Street, 125 ft (E-W) along 6th Street, and 72 ft along the south property line. Its 
northern "wing" (along 6th Street) is 38 ft deep (N-S). The building is approximately
15 ft high (parapet 1» E

STATEMENTyOF^ SIGNIFICANCE
Exterior stnrrnpri hrirk- st.n'ns of ashlar-coursed

This structure, though presently used for governmental purposes is typical of many 
routine commercial structures constructed in Arizona from the late 1940s to the 1960s. 
Some of its elements, such as the smooth white stuccoed walls, the high horizontal 
parapets and the sidewalk arcades, echo a certain resurgence of historic and regional 
consciousness which occurred in Arizona during this period. At the same time, other 
features, such as the generous areas of glazing (facing west), "thin" detailing, and 
stone veneer trim are more characteristic of the sort of anti -regional commercial archi 

appeared. almost everywhere in the U.S. in the 1950s. While of no parti-RBDEVERBAL "BOONMlW'DESCRIPTm 
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-067A

North 104 ft of Block 104, Townsite of Florence. Fl-116 is located on the North 66 ft 
of this parcel, thus shares the same parcel with Fl-117.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-117

stone veneer hare been applied to the sides and sills of window and door openings 
along the Main Street facade. Gravel on built-up roofing covers a flat timber roof 
structure. A wood-shingle roofed timber sidewalk canopy on round log posts shades 
the Main Street facade, while a light asbestos cement and timber canopy on wood 
brackets has been installed along the eastern half of the north (6th Street) facade. 
Although requiring repainting, the building appears to be in otherwise good condition

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

cular architectural distinction, this building's zero setback siting, simple parapet- 
line and appropriate height are not incompatible with its immediate context.



>PEEIY NAME U.S. Post Office/ 
Pinal County Air Quality Control Office Neutral Fl-117
[LOCATION 711 Ma1n street; 
Wast side of Main between 6th & 8th Streets
ciTY /TOWN/ VIC 1NITY (COUNTY
[Florence _____________ [ Final ____
pwSaK """ "" "T ~ " "~ "~~~~ "~"

I Pinal County 
OWNER'S ADDRESS

Florence, AZ 85232

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

Harris J. Sobin. AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

1PHOTO BY 

Dale H. Frens

1DATE
!

iJune 1978

From West
^RESENT USE
Governmental

{ACREAGE 
!4750 SF

STYLE. OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1950
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story governmental office building of rectangular plan, built with its front 
facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its north facade contiguous with the 
adjacent building to the north, its south facade set back approximately 2.5 ft from the 
south property line, and its east facade set back approximately 60 ft from the east 
(Bailey Street) property line. Approximate building dimensions: 35.5 ft wide by 65 ft 
deep by 18.5 ft high. Exterior walls: exposed wire-cut red brick running bond. The 
penultimate course in the parapet is a slightly projecting rolok course, producing the 
visual effect of ^an attenuated cornice. Gravel-coated built-up roofing covers
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is one of a handful of postwar structures on Main Street which respect the 
urban qualities of the street and the assemblage of structures which define those qua­ 
lities. While the exterior materials and detailing of this building may not be in all 
ways consistent with those utilized in nearby older structures, its height, proportions, 
scale and "zero setback" siting are fully compatible with its historic neighbors (for 
example Fl-26 adjacent on the south). In addition its high window sills, steel-barred 
sash and crisp brickwork, adequately convey a governmental impression. The structure 

.was in fact built to house the town's new U.S. Post Office, and is presently in use as fVERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION—————————————————————————————————————————————————"

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-067A

North 104 ft of Block 104, Townsite of Florence. Fl-117 is located on the south 38 ft 
of this parcel, thus shares the same parcel with Fl-116.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-117

a flat timber roof structure. A wood-shingle roofed timber sidewalk canopy on round 
log posts shades the west (Main Street) facade. High-silled window sash along the 
Main Street facade incorporate vertical steel security bars. The building is in good 
condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

Pinal County's Air Quality Control Office.



Biff's -Cafe/Dinner Bell Cafe Fl-118
.OCATION 723 Main Street;
East side of Main between 6th & 8th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

fCITY/TOWN/VIClNITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Sedatha & John Avenenti; C. Robles,R, 
j K. and W. Rodgers, all as J/.T ________
OWNER'S ADDRESS!I c/o Sedatha & John Avenenti 

j Florence, AZ 85232

(FORM COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA _____________

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

5HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
{DATE

! June 1978
'IEW

From West
'RESENT USE
Vacant Commercial

ACREAGE 
! 3500 SF

fSTYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built between 1941 & 1949

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached commercial structure of square shaped plan, built with its front
facade on the parcel1 '1 s Street property line, its north and south facades on the
side property lines, and its east facade set back approximately 100 ft from the parcel's 
Bailey Street property line. Approximate building dimensions: 28 ft wide (N-S) by 30 ft 
deep (E-W) by 12.5 ft high. Exterior walls: painted brick-sized concrete block laid up 
in running bond. The top course of block is slightly stepped or corbelled out as a pa- | 
rapet cap. Rolled asphalt (or gravel plus built-up roofing) covers a flat timber roof |

rant-npyprpd canopies nf painted corrugated rigid fiberqlas sheeting
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This small restaurant building, is a typical "builders' commercial" structure of the 
1940s, demonstrating little immediate relationship to its Main Street setting, except 
for its "zero setback" site emplacement.

VERBAL BOUNDARY.
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-48-070

South 28 ft of the 30 ft adjacent on the South to Block 104, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-118

on metal frames are mounted over the front door and two windows on the Main Street 
facade. The building appears to be in good condition.



ARIZONA STATE HISTORIC INVENTORY
Salazar Building Contributing Fl-119
[LOCATION 
East side of Main between 6th.& 8th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

JCITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

JGilbertN. & Dolores J. Salazar as J/T
[OWNER'S AJDDRES S

I Box 244
|Florence, AZ 85232

fFOKM COMPLETED BY 

1 Harris J. Sobin, AIA
(ADDRESS

|6550 N. Skyway Road 
[Tucson, AZ 85718
3 HOTO BY
Dale H. Frens

IDATE 
jjune 1978

•VIE* 
From West
PRESENT USE [ACREAGE
Commercial (offices & storage) 113,156 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1938 (?)
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A two story commercial building, of long, narrow, rectangular plan, built with its front 
facade on the parcel's Main Street property line, its north and south facades contiguous 
with adjacent buildings, and its east facade set back approximately 50 ft from the par­ 
cel's Bailey Street property line. Approximate building dimensions: 23 ft wide (N-S) by 
75 ft deep (E-W) by 24 ft high. Exterior walls are of stuccoed wood stud or brick, 
rolled asphalt roofing covers a gabled timber roof structure. A small wood balcony is 
cantilevered from the front (west) facade at the second floor level. A recent wood-
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two story building appears to 
middle or late 1930s. The building 
the mercantile business of W.C. Smi 
Fl-18). In 1884, J.D. Rittenhouse, 
and operated his own general store 
(ca. 1910) by Aquiles Arriola which 
well-remembered "Cosmopolitan Store

have been completed (in its current form) in the 
occupies the site of the first Florence location of

th & Co. of Casa Grande, circa 1880 (second location: 
"dealer in general merchandise" purchased the buildin*

there for some years. The building was later acquired 
he used as the second location in Florence for his 
. Arriola extensively remodelled the tall one story

VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION

I Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-003

South half of Block 124, Townsite of Florence, plus the South 23 ft. of the North half of
Block 124, plus the North 39.5 ft of the East half of Block 124. Fl-119 occupies the
Western 75 ft (approx.) of the South 23 ft of the North half of Block 124. It shares the
same parcel with Fl-120. 

Zonina: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-119

shingle roofed timber sidewalk canopy is supported on rough round log posts. The 
building appears to be in reasonably good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

structure with a glazed front and ornate metal cornice. Though the present building's 
exterior shows no obvious trace today of its predecessor on the same site, its overall 
vertical dimension matches almost exactly that shown on older photographs of the 
Rittenhouse/Arriola store building. There is at least a possibility that portions of 
the ground floor of the earlier structure may be partly incorporated in the present 
building. The building's contextual compatibility derives from its zero-setback siting, 
simple parapet line and, above all, its appropriate (and historically "accurate") 
vertical scale.



ARIZONA STATE PROPERTY INVENTORY
General Store/Gibby's

Inn & La Fiesta Room Contributing I Fl-120
.DCATION
Northeast corner of Main & 8th Streets

[CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

JCITY / TOWN / VICINITY
Florence

[COUNTY
FinalJGWNER """ " """" """""'

iGilbert M. & Dolores J. Salazar as J/T
IOWNER'S ADDRESS
Box 244
Florence, AZ 85232

fFOBJ! COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
kDDKESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

Dale H. Frens
JDATE

iJune 1978

From Southwest
iRESENT~~lT SE~ """"""'"""""" " ~ , "JACREAGE

Commercial (bar & restaurant) j 13,156 SF
STYLE OR CULTUML FERTOIT

Sonoran transformed to Contemporary Commercial
SIGNIFICANT DATES Or1ginal bu11ding demolished; 

buildin hin'lt .1 Q4D-41.
'HYSICAL DESCRIPTION

This is a single story commercial building, irregularly rectilinear in plan. Constructed 
as a corner building, its east, west and south facades are on the parcel's Bailey, Main 
and 8th Street property lines respectively. Its north facade is contiguous with the 
adjacent structure to the north. The building's approximate overall dimensions are 62.5 
ft wide (N-S) by 125 ft deep (E-W) by 18 ft high. Exterior walls are of stuccoed adobe, 
later faced with brick (between 1899 and 1910). A corrugated metal sidewalk canopy was 
added to the Main Street front at this time. About 1938 or 1940, the earlier building

[STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1875, the house of Peter Van Haren, an early Dutch-born settler in Florence, was loca­ 
ted on this parcel. By 1882, a patio-centered adobe commercial block nearly filled the 
parcel. Known by 1884 as the Clarke Business Block, after its 1884-1891 owner, the build 
ing was rented to Hawley's General Store. According to the 1890 Sanborn map, the next 
unit north on Main was used as an office, and the next unit to it by a bank. Later uses 
of the building included a grocery store (1898), a saloon (1911) and following passage of 
Arizona'a state prohibition law, a pool hall (1915), before becoming a saloon once more.,
[VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION——————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-003

South half of Block 124, Townsite of Florence, plus the South 23 ft of the North half of 
Block 124, plus the North 39.5 ft of the East half of Block 124. Fl-120 occupies most of! 
the South half of Block 124. It shares this parcel with Fl-119.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-120

was demolished and rebuilt with stuccoed adobe walls, using essentially the same plan- 
form. Incorporating a series of recessed rectangular panels, the parapet wall is 
topped by a projecting single-course parapet cap. Behind the parapet is a flat timber- 
framed roof structure with metal roofing. By about I960, the Main Street frontage was 
shaded by a new shingle-roofed timber "Western Front", supported on round log posts. 
The building appears to be in sound condition

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

with an attached restaurant (mid 1930s to date). The structures occupying this site 
have come "full circle" stylistically. The first commercial building known to have 
been located on this parcel (ca. 1875) was within the Spanish/Mexican adobe tradition. 
Its exterior was transformed with a brick veneer (ca. 1899-1910) in accordance with new 
ideas and preferences brought by new arrivals. Then, still later, it has undergone yet 
another exterior transformation, this time once more to a Spanish/Mexican appearance 
in accordance with contemporary preferences and concepts of status. Its exterior form 
and scale closely match those of the earlier commercial building on the same parcel.



PROPERTY NAME
Mountain Bell Switching Office Intrusion Fl-121
LOCATION
Southwest corner of Bailey & llth Streets

(CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence

(COUNTY
i Final

Mountain States Telephone & Telegraph Co,
lOWNER'S ADDRESS

931 14th Street 
Denver, CO 80202

FORM COMPLETED BY

Harris.J. Sobin, AIA
ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

JDATE

I June 1978
IVIEW 
Front facade from East
RESENT USE
Commercial

ACREAGE 
1550 SF

STYLE OR. CULTURAL PERiOD
Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built : 1959, 1971 and 1977

IPHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story commercial building, built with a portion of its front (entry) facade on 
the parcel's Bailey Street property line and with its north facade on llth Street, its 
south facade contiguous with the adjacent building on the south and its west facade set 
back approximately 20 ft from the corresponding property line. Approximate building 
dimensions: 30 ft wide (N-S) by 35 ft deep (E-W). Exterior walls: exposed red wire-cut 
brick set in running bond. The roof structure is concealed behind integral parapets on 
all sides. The parapet wall is capped by a thin metal gravel-stop. Gravel covered 
.built-up roofing on a flat, t.imhpr or noncrete roof structure. This windowless building
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This structure displays relatively little relationship to its immediate context, especial­ 
ly in terms of its exterior materials, color, design, blank brick walling and "industrial 
type detailing. However, because of its "Sonoran"-manner zero-setback siting of two of 
its street facades, its unbroken horizontal parapet-line, and its appropriate overall 
massing, it is contextually compatible in its part of the district. The building houses 
mechanical-type telephone switching facilities for Florence. Its various phases of 
growth reflect the sizeable postwar increase in the area's telephone subscribers in the
Florence area._______________ __VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-040

East 50 ft of the North 31 ft of Block 181, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-121

was built in four distinct phases: Phase A (approx. eastern quarter) built ca. 1954, 
appears to have originally been a steel structure moved to Florence from another site; 
Phase B (approx. quarter adjacent to Phase A on west), built in 1959, Phase C (approx, 
quarter adjacent to Phase B on west), built in 1971; Phase D (approx. western quarter), 
built in 1977.



NAME Surety Title & Trust Company 
>uil ding/Florence Town Hall Contributing I Fl-122
.OCATION
,207 Main Street

tCURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

;iTY/TOWN/VICI.NITY
Horence

JCOUNTY
i Final

frown of Florence
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

tox 490 
{Florence, AZ 85232

)RM COMPLETED BY 
Harris J. Sobin* AIA
ADDSESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
tTucson, AZ 85718
PHOTO BY 
bale H. Frens

jDATE

bune 1978

From West

Governmental

ACREAGE

;5250 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built in 1945
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
lA single story commercial/governmental building, built with its front facade on the 
parcel's Main Street property line, its north facade contiguous with two adjacent build­ 
ings on the north, its south facade on the south property line and east facade set back 
about 10 ft from the parcel's Bailey Street property line. Approximate building dimen­ 
sions: 41 ft wide (N-S) by 115 ft deep (E-W) by 17 ft high. Exterior walls: exposed red 
[wire-cut brick set in common bond. On the Main Street and south side elevations, an 
ornamental string course four brick courses high is used at entrance opening height

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

while its exterior materials may not be exactly the same as those of its immediate and 
more historic neighbors, this governmental office structure, built in the immediate 
postwar period, provides perhaps the only evidence in the district for the proposition 
that contemporary designers can respond in a reasonably responsible and positive way to 
an existing (and historic) context. For example, the design of this building shows a 
considerable respect for the height and scale of the adjacent historic building to the 
north. Its facade also reflect the same overall proportion or ratio between "solid" and 
"void" which is typical of the facades of many of the Sonoran tradition buildings in the
"VElfcAL BOUNDARY.

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-041B

All of Block 181, Townsite of Florence, except for North 31 ft and South 50.5 ft.

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-122

(9'-6"). The top of this string course corresponds exactly to the eave height of the 
adjacent historic building to the north (FT-29). The roof structure is concealed 
behind an integral parapet on all sides, topped by a slightly projecting single rolok 
parapet cap. Gravel covered built-up roofing covers a flat timber-framed roof struct­ 
ure. A decorative wood fascia is used above the Main Street main entrance doorway, 
with slightly recessed vertical panels of glass block used as side lights on either 
side of the door frame. Small-pane steel sash is utilized on the west, south and east 
facades. The building is well maintained and in good condition.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

district, with the height of that part of its exterior walls above door and window 
heads roughly equal in height to that of the door and window openings themselves. This 
sort of sensitivity to context appears to be most appropriate in the historic, and 
stylistically "mixed" context of Main Street. Initially built as the Florence branch 
of the Surety Title and Trust Company, this building later housed the Pinal County 
School Superintendent Office and in October, 1980, became new quarters for Florence 
Town Hall.



S» v A " » ""t " I II f*-"™9"''^*~*\. r™N 1 x"~""» i^»k «~^ x^^v w^ tr~ «^»i—»—» >• 
TATE HISTORIC PROPERTY

San Carlos Irrigation & Drainage 
District Office Building______________ Contributing 1 F1-1P3
[LOCATION
1215 Main Street

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

: ITY / TOW / VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY
Final

Leslie & Jeanine Wakefield
[OWNER'S ADDRESS

788 
Florence, AZ 85232

FORM COMPLETED BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA

16550 N. Skyway Road 
iTucson, AZ 85718
>HOTO BY

:Harris J. Sobin, AIA
IDATE 
jSept 1979

IV IE*
From West

[Governmental (vacant)
ACREAGE 
16318 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERiOIT
Moderne/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1938
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story governmental building built with front facade set back about 10 ft from 
the parcel's Main Street property line, and with setbacks of 10 ft or more on the other 
three sides. Approximate building dimensions: 25 ft wide (N-S) by 45 ft deep (E-W) by 
14 ft high. Exterior walls: stuccoed concrete block. The north and south facades are 
each divided into two equal bays marked by rectangular pilasters at approximately 22 ft 
centers. On the west facade, and centered over the entrance, the parapet wall has a 
recessed panel for signage. The building's roof-line is concealed behind the integral

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This structure is one of just two examples of the Moderne or Art Deco style architecture 
inventoried in the district. Moderne 1 s greatest popularity in the U.S. (1925-40) co­ 
incided with a local, then a national depression. This fact accounts for the style's 
relative scarcity in Florence (and in Arizona). Features of Fl-123 which exemplify the 
Moderne include its flat roof and parapet wall, smooth white walls, cleanly incisedj un­ 
cased openings, steel window sash, and the overall expression of a no-nonsense modernity 
and efficiency. The building's construction date (about 1938) identifies it as Late
VERBAL BOUNDARY-' DESCRIPTION————————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200.49-041C-8

South 50.5 ft of Block 181, Townsite of Florence. 

Zoning: B2



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) F1-123

parapet wall on all sides. Exterior roof drains on the south facade are formed from 
triple clusters of terra cotta pipe. Grass covers the front and side yard spaces. 
A pair of mulberry trees shade the Main Street side of the building, one on each side 
of the entrance walkway.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Moderne. Its "suburban" type siting behind landscaped lawns, on the other hand, 
exemplifies a trend toward using setbacks on Main Street institutional or governmental 
buildings, which came into vogue in the 1940s and 50s, marking the beginning of a 
retreat in Florence from the earlier, intensively urban, land-efficient siting practice 
of the traditionally uniform "zero-setbacks" on commercial streets.



PROPERTY NAME
I

'Residence Intrusion 1 Fl-124
.OCATION 915 Pina1 street;
East side of Bailey between 8th & 10th Streets

ICURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

CITY/TOWN/ VICINITY
Florence

COUNTY j
Final j

lAntonia de Grajeda & James D. Garcia as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS
I

'259 West Lincoln 
!Coolidge, AZ 85228
f

FORK. C"OMF'LETED~BY

Harris J. Sobin, AIA_______________
[ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718
'BQTO BY

Dale H. Frens
IDATE 
IJune 1978

[PRESENT iJSI
Residence

TEW
Front facade from West

ACREAGE 
12,913 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary/Utilitarian

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1952
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, built in the center of former 9th Street, and with 
setbacks of more than 10 ft from all four property lines. Approximate building dimen­ 
sions: 21 ft wide (N-S) by 35 ft deep (E-W) including porch). Exterior walls: stucco 
on wood frame (front portion); concrete block (rear portion). Rolled asphalt covered 
gabled timber roof structure. Front facade is sheltered by an open timber-framed porch 
formed by a more gently sloped continuation of the gable roof, supported along its outer 
edge by four square timber posts. Sliding aluminum window sash. The building in rather 
run-down rnndit.inn. i.s in need of maintenance._____ ____ ___
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
As in the case of a number of other stuctures in the district, this house was built with­ 
in a former street legally closed by action of the Town Council. This small structure Is 
of no particular^architectural distinction or significance. Its"'form, scale, massing and
materlaf:S' :are contextually^4ncompatibTe with existing historic structures to the north
and south along Bailey Street. , '

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————— 

1 Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-022

North 44 ft of Block 158, Townsite of Florence, plus the 60 ft adjacent on the North, ex­ 
cluding the North 1.5 ft of the Western 58 ft. Fl-124 is located on the Northern 60 ft 
of this parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-125 (located on the Southern 44 ft of
the parcel). 
Zoning: TR



PROPERTY I 
IIResidence
'LOCATION
909 Bailey Street
ICITY/TOWN/VICINITY 
[Florence

COUNTY

Final

Antonia de Grajeda & James D. Garcia as J/T
OWNER'S ADDRESS

J259 West Lincoln 
Coolidge, AZ 85228

1FGRM COMPLETED BY

fHarris J. Sobin, AIA_______________
)DPESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
[Tucson, AZ 85718
>«.OIG BY

iDale H. Frens
jDATE

iJune 1978

Front facade from West
RESENT USE

Residence
jACREAGE

|12,913 SF
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD
Contemporary/Utilitarian
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1951 (?)

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
A single story detached dwelling, built with setbacks of 10 ft or more from property lines 
on all four sides. Approximate building dimensions: 27 ft wide (N-S) by 37 ft deep (E-W; 
including porch). Exterior walls: painted concrete block. Some cracks are evident along 
mortar joints. Rolled asphalt covered gabled timber roof structure, with a leanto porch 
on the north side which has been, enclosed with light wood lattice-work. The porch roof is 
a more gently pitched continuation of one side of the gable roof. Casement-type wood win­ 
dow sash is used. A low picket fence in line with the west facade of this building has 
been installed on the Bailey Street side of the parcel.______________________
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This small structure is of no particular architectural distinction or significance. Its 
form, scale, massing and materials are contextually incompatible with existing historic 
'structures'to--the north and,south alonq Bailey Street. • , '~" " s

VERBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION————————————————————————————————————————————————~ 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-022

North 44 ft of Block 158, Townsite of Florence, plus the 60 ft adjacent on the Nortn, ex-
luding the North 1.5 ft of the Western 50 ft. FT-125 is located on the Southern 44 ft of 

this parcel; it shares the same parcel with Fl-124 (located on the Northern 6Q ft of the 
parcel. 
Zoning: TR



fHOPERIY NAME

Residence_____________________
.OCATION116 East 12th Street;
Northeast corner of Bailey & 12th Streets

.Neutral_______
fcURKENT PHOTOGRAPH

Fl-127

;iTY/TOWN/VICINITY

Florence
JCOUNTY
I Final

jAlexander D. & Bern ice L. Agnick as J/T
(OWNER'S ADDRESS
| Box 97 
Florence, AZ 85232

*M COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA____________

[ADDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

! HOTO BY

Dale H. Frens
1DATE

I June 1978
VIEW 
From South

Residence
ACREAGE

3906 SF
STYLE OR ""CULTURAL PERIOD

Mission Revival
SIGNIFICANT DATES
Built ca. 1942
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A single story detached dwelling, built with setbacks of more than 10 ft from the parcel 
east, west and south (12th Street) property lines, and with a setback of approximately 
5 ft from the north property line. Approximate building dimensions: 27 ft wide (E-W) by 
39 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: roughly textured stucco on wood frame. Rolled asphalt 
covers a flat timber-framed roof structure behind a "stepped" parapet wall. Asphalt 
shingles cover a timber-framed and braced cantilevered canopy which shelters the front 
entrance. Sliding aluminum window sash is used. The 12th Street property line is
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although its setback siting 
visually closed to the east 
massing and modest scale of 
This building is a very late 
Mission Revival style. The 
and centers of its facades, 
sash are characteristic of 1

does little to reinforce the space of a street whose axis is 
by a monumental Victorian courthouse (Fl-43), the simple 
this small house are not inconsistent with its overall contex 
, and most probably the last example in Florence of the 
rather timid "stepping" of parapet walls marking the corners 
the thinness of its walls, and the use of aluminum window 
ate "watered-down" versions of the Mission Revival style

VERBAL BOUNDARY: DESCRIPTION—————————————— 

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-045 

Southwest quarter of Block 182, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: TR



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION (continued) Fl-127 

defined by a wood picket fence with a gate.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

seen in local houses of the 1930s and 1940s. These characteristics are in sharp 
contrast to the bolder, massive and more ornate qualities of style when it first 
appeared locally. Initially, the Mission Revival style was reserved for public 
buildings, and only came to be used for residential structures in later years.



Residence Contributing Fl-128
..OCATION
Southeast corner of Final & 8th Streets

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

fCTTY/TOWN/VICINITY
Florence '.. :

COUNTY 
Final

Teresa & Carolyn B. Ortega as J/T
)WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 292
Florence, AZ 85232

[FORM COMPLETED "BY 
Harris J. Sobin,-AI-A
kDD^ESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

5HOTO BY 
Dale H. Frens

1DATE
I June 1978

/TT7* "*

"from Northwest

Residence_________
STYLE OR CULTURAL PERIOD

Pueblo Revival

{ACREAGE 

122,225 SF

SIGNIFICANT DATES

Built ca. 1949
>HYSICAL DESCRIPTION

A single story detached dwelling H-shaped in plan, built with setbacks of more than 10 
ft on all four sides of the parcel's property lines. Approximate overall dimensions: 
67 ft wide (E-W) by 59 ft deep (N-S). Exterior walls: stucco on adobe, with full parapet 
Final parapet courses are stepped back, then stuccoed, producing the picturesque appear­ 
ance of a rain-eroded adobe parapet wall. Rolled asphalt covers a flat timber-framed 
roof structure. Steel window sash of vertically underscaled dimensions are placed quite
low in the exterior walls. A two foot high stucco on adobe wall defines the north (8th 
Street)., property linp. Thp building appears to.be in need of exterior maintenance.prnpprty 
STATEMENT" OF" SIGNIFICANCE
This structure is one of just two building inventoried in the district which display 
Pueblo Revival stylistic influences: Pueblo Revival characteristics of Fl-128 include 
its flat roof, its parapet wall, a large ratio of wall to opening area, and its "soft" 
or curved parapet top (created here with a stucco finish on successively "stepped-back" 
adobe courses.). The modest vertical dimensions of the window sash and window sills, and 
the low resulting height of window heads, create an incongruous scale effect, which 
makes the building appear larger than it actually is, suggesting a relatively unskilled 
or inexperj enced bu11der.y,^^ 1^ A T——twvti-\rt\ A 'i-iry—rvr^'rm rtimrri

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-49-010

All of Block 146, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the South, plus the East 
95 ft by 30 ft adjacent on the North of Block 159.

Zoning: TR



Pi-iuPEm NAME
Mobile Home/House Trailer
OCATION 

406 South Main Street
CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

(COUNTY
1 Pinal

T.TY/TOWN/VIC
Florence

Willie & Ozie Mae Smith as J/T
WNER'S ADDRESS

Box 1139 
Florence, AZ 85232

Harris J. Sobin. AIA

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

Harris J. Sobin. AIA
"VIEW
From Northeast
PRESENT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
14,740 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL FERi.OJ

Mobile Home
SIGNIFICANT DATES

Put in place, 1971
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION /\ house trailer, parked with a north-south orientation in the rear 
[yard of Fl-14. Approximate dimensions: 8 ft wide by 25 ft long. The trailer is an early
"streamline" type, with an exterior of smooth metal with curved vertical and horizontal 
[corners. From the exterior, the trailer does not appear to be well maintained.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE It has been recogn j zed by (among others) the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation that contemporary mobile homes are not generally considered to 
be compatible or consistent with historic sites or structures, particularly when both the 
mobile home and historic building or site can be seen together. This trailer is in fact 
visible from the courtyard of McFarland State Historical Park (First Pinal County Court­ 
house: Fl-15) and the Chase ditch (Fl-93). Mobile home use continues to play an important 
role in providing adequate housing in Florence. Where such use takes place within or near 
the historic district, a careful program of landscaping would help substantially in mi-
tigatinq its visual impact (including that of Fl-137) on nearby historic properties and/ 7ERBAL"BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION———— —————— —————— —————

Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-001

East 87 ft of Block 38, Townsite of Florence.

Zoning: R3



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-137 

or streets.



[PROPERTY NAME
Mobile Home Intrusion Fl-138
OCATION

Northeast corner of Quartz St. & Ruggles Ave. |
iCITY/TOWN/VICINITY JCOUNIY jj
I Florence 1 Pinal A

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH

iDean A. & Betty Ann Rieffer as J/T
foWNER'S ADDRESS 
I

Box 992
Florence, AZ 85232

IFORK COMPLETED BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA
iDDRESS

6550 N. Skyway Road 
Tucson, AZ 85718

'HOTO BY
Harris J. Sobin, AIA

IDATE 
Sept 1979

VIEW
From Southeast
3RES£HT USE
Residence

ACREAGE 
12,604 SF

STYLE OR CULTURAL
Mobile Home

PERIOD

SIGNIFICANT DATES
Put in place, 1973
•HYSICAL DESCRIPTION A mobile home, parked with a north-south orientation within the 
western half of this parcel, with setbacks of greater than 10 ft from all property lines 
Approximate dimensions: 26 ft wide by 63 ft long. Walls: vertical corrugated metal pro­ 
bably on a timber frame. Roof: flat metal, probably on a timber frame. An evaporative 
cooler is roof-mounted near center of unit.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE j t is recognized by the National Trust for Historic Preservatior 
and other acknowledged authorities that contemporary mobile homes are not generally con­ 
sidered compatible or consistent with historic sites or structures, particularly when 
both the mobile home and historic building or site can be seen together. This trailer is 
in fact visible from the courtyard of McFarland State Historic Park (First Pinal County 
Courthouse: Fl-15), and from at least three of the district's four most important his­ 
toric sites, Fl-94 (First Land Office), Fl-95 (Ruggles 1869 Residence) and the Original 
PinaT County Courthouse and Jail s Fl-96. In view of the fact that mobile home development 
continues to play an important role in providing adequate housing in Florence, where suchr—TVTI a r>Ti rnw r nin———————————————'—————————"————•—'—————————————"———————————————————————" "' ——m.WBAL BOUNDARY. DESCRIPTION
Assessor's Parcel No. 200-41-032

West half of Block 68, Townsite of Florence, plus 30 ft adjacent on the West.

Zoning: R2



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued) Fl-138

use has taken place within or near the historic district, a careful program of land­ 
scaping would help substantially to mitigate its visual impact (including that of 
Fl-138) on nearby historic properties and/or streets.



NPS Form 10-900-a 0MB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section ___ Page __ Michea. Carmen. House
name of property 
Final County. Arizona_
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Carmen MicheaHouse
316 East Ruggles
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NFS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section __. Page __

RECEIVED 2280

Spur Theatre
name of property
Final County. Arizona__
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Spur Theatre
802 Main Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NFS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

RECEIVED 2280

Section Page __ Langnickel/Bradv Residence 
name of property j 
Final County. Arizona_____'~ 
county and State 
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Langnickel/Brady Residence
East side of Granite between 6th and 8th Streets
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NPS Form 10-900-a 0MB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section ___ Page __ Florence Fire Station
name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona_____ 
county and State 
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Florence Fire Station
Northeast corner of Granite and 8th Streets
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NFS Form 10-900-a 0MB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

__ RECEIVED 2280
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ' "~ 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section ____ Page __ Valley Variety Store
name of property 
Pinal County. Arizona.
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Valley Variety Store
1001 Main Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _____ Page __

r
RECEIVED 2280

American Cafe
name of property
Final County, Arizona_____
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

American Cafe
1005 Main Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NPS Form 1 0-900-a 
(8-86)

0MB No. 1 024-001 8

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section ____ Page __*** Gay Residence and Shed ] *
name of property
Final County, Arizona_____
county and State
Florence Townsite Historic District

RECEIVED 2280

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Gay Residence and Shed
118 East Ruggles Avenue
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.



NFS Form 10-900-a 0MB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86) r~~————-————-——

j RECEIVED 2280
United States Department of the Interior j r~"~~—————— 
National Park Service )

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES f I
CONTINUATION SHEET i

i
Section ___ Page __ Collingwood/Stevens Residence Servants' Quarters

name of property 
Final County. Arizona_____ 
county and State 
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Collingwood/Stevens Residence Servants' Quarters 
Southwest corner Final and 6th Streets 
Florence, Arizona 
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.
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Final County, Arizona_____ 
county and State 
Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Florence City Yard #1 Warehouse
East side of Quartz between 8th and 10th Streets
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.
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Pinal County. Arizona_____ 
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Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to demolition:

Residence at 909 Bailey Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.
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Frederick G. White Bungalow
Northwest corner of Pinal Street & Ruggles Avenue
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District
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Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been demolished. The Historic Sites 
Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that this property should be removed from the National Regis­ 
ter of Historic Places.
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Florence Townsite Historic District

Request for change in status due to severe alteration::

Fred E. White Residence
1108 Willow Street
Florence, Arizona
Florence Townsite Historic District

Documentation has been provided to SHPO that this property has been severely altered by being completely 
sheathed with vinyl siding. The Historic Sites Review Committee concurs with SHPO staff that the status 
of this property should be changed from contributor to non-contributor.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16 A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box 
or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For 
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place 
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1. Name of Property_______________________________________ ___

historic name Florence Townsite Historic District (amendment: new form, replacing 1981 form of the same name)

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Roughly bounded by Florence Street and Central Avenue, and 3rd and 16th Streets 

city or town Florence 

state Arizona code AZ county Final code 021

| [ not for publication

| | vicinity

zip code 85232

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opir 
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant nation
( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official

I hereby certify that this X nomination
properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
lion, the property X meets does not meet the
ally statewide X locally.

|"Z- •'^rt'Cw^'C^r/ L>d~B^\
Date

Stabler f ederal'agfejKSy and bureau ' *

In mv opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (

Signature of commenting or other official

See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is: 
[ | entered in the National Register

| | See continuation sheet. 
[~__j determined eligible for the National Register

[ [ See continuation sheet. 
|~" | determined not eligible for the National Register
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4. National Park Service Certification

hereby certify that this property is: 
__ entered in the National Register 
_ See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the National Register __
__ See continuation sheet, 

determined not eligible for the National Register 
removed from the National Register ______ 
other (explain): _____________________

Signature of Keeper Date of Action

5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 
_X_ private 
_X_ public-local 
_X_ public-State 
__ public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
__ building
_X_ district ; 
__ site 
__ structure 
__ object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing
_115_ _23_buildings
__6_ _0_ sites
__3_ _0_ structures
__0_ _0_ objects
_124_ _23__ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _5_ 

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Category: DOMESTIC Subcategory: 

COMMERCE/TRADE

SOCIAL 
GOVERNMENT

RELIGION

Single dwelling/multiple dwelling
Business/professional/financial/specialty store
department store/restaurant
Meeting hall/clubhouse/civic
City hall/courthouse/post office/government
office
Religious facility

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Category: DOMESTIC Subcategory: Single dwelling/multiple dwelling

COMMERCE/TRADE Business/professional/financial/specialty store
/restaurant

SOCIAL 
GOVERNMENT

RELIGION

Meeting hall/clubhouse/civic 
Courthouse/government office/correctional 
facility (police station) 
Religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
Category: LATE VICTORIAN/American-Victorian

LATE 19th & 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/Pueblo Revival; Mission Revival; Spanish Colonial
Revival 

LATE 19th & EARLY 20th CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman/
Commercial

MODERN MOVEMENT/Ranch; Minimal Traditional 
OTHER/Sonoran;Early Transitional; Late Transitional (per Sobin typology on 1981 NRHP form)

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation: STONE, CONCRETE 
Walls: ADOBE, WOOD, BRICK, CONCRETE 
Roof: OTHER (Composition shingle, built-up), WOOD, METAL 
Other: N/A

Narrative Description (SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS 7-18)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)
_X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.
_X_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
_X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or represents the

work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction. 

_X_ D Property has yielded or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
__ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
__ B removed from its original location
__ C a birthplace or a grave.
__ D a cemetery.
__ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
__ F a commemorative property.
__ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMERCE
EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 
ARCHITECTURE 
ARCHAEOLOGY:Historic (Non-Aboriginal)

Period of Significance •
1866-1953

Significant Dates
1866: construction of earliest property in the district 1908: town incorporation 
1875: designation of Florence as seat of Pinal County

Significant Persons
Arriola, Aguiles & Gus; Brown, Rollin C.; Clarke, William; Clum, John P.; Coker, Elmer W.; Collingwood, Joseph; 
Echallier (Father) Andre; Keating, John; Mason, Charles G.; McFarland, Ernest W.; Oury, Granville; Ruggles, 
Levi; Walker, John D.; Weedin, Thomas

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Various, including: James M. Creighton; Lescher & Kibbey; Lescher & Mahoney

Narrative Statement of Significance (SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS 19-27)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS 28-29)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_X_ previously listed in the National Register (1981 form prepared by Harris J. Sobin, AIA)
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register
__ designated a National Historic Landmark
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ______
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ______

Primary Location of Additional Data
__ State Historic Preservation Office
__ Other State agency
__ Federal agency
_X_ Local government
__ University
__ Other

Name of Repository: Town of Florence, 775 North Main Street, Florence, AZ 85232 

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _app. 60_

UTM References (See accompanying USGS map/Figure i for point references) 
A. 12/463695/3655180 D. 12/464180/3654920 G. 12/463660/3654370 
B. 12/463880/3655230 E. 12/464080/3654700 H. 12/463600/3654720 
C. 12/464210/3655100 F. 12/463340/3654490 I. 12/463710/3654970

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary is shown by the broken line on the accompanying map entitled "Florence Townsite Historic District" 
(Figure 2). The boundary encompasses approximately 60 acres.

Boundary Justification
The boundary defines a concentration of nineteenth and early to middle twentieth century buildings, structures, 

and historical-archaeological sites that retain integrity. The boundary has been drawn to include an area containing a high 
density of significant properties, and to exclude localities containing concentrations of modern properties. Within the 
district, the percentage of contributing properties is 84 percent. Outside the district boundary, the density of Register- 
eligible properties decreases markedly. The district boundary also coincides with what is recognized locally as Florence's 
most historic area.
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title: Pat Haigh Stein
organization: Arizona Preservation Consultants date: September 2003
street/number: 6786 Mariah Drive telephone: (928) 714-0585
city or town: Flagstaff state: AZ zip code: 86004

The present nomination replaces the 1981 nomination for the "Florence Townsite Historic District," prepared by 
Harris J. Sobin, AIA.

Additional Documentation

Continuation Sheets (pages 7-30)

Maps
USGS map (7.5' series) indicating the property's location (Figure 1)
District map, indicating contributing and non-contributing properties (Figure 2)

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the district (Photos 1-10).
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DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY

The Florence Townsite Historic District consists of a concentration of buildings, structures, and historical-archaeological 
sites that represent commercial, residential, and governmental growth in the county seat of Pinal County from the 
nineteenth through the middle twentieth centuries. Contributors include 115 buildings that reflect a broad range of styles 
and vernacular traditions; five of the contributing buildings are individually listed on the National Register. Contributors 
also include six historical-archaeological sites and three structures. Non-contributors are properties less than fifty years 
old or those which have lost integrity. A total of 147 properties comprise the district, with 124 contributing and 23 non- 
contributing resources.

Factors Leading to the New Nomination, and Methods Used in Its Preparation

The present nomination replaces the nomination for the "Florence Townsite Historic District" prepared in 1981 by Harris 
J. Sobin, AIA. The 1981 nomination was based upon detailed survey work conducted from 1973 to 1981 by the 
architectural firm of Harris Sobin & Associates of Tucson. Using the terminology of the day, the 1981 nomination 
recommended that 57 properties within the district be considered as "significant," 52 as "contributing," 11 as "neutral," 
and eight as "intrusions." The district was listed on the National Register in 1982.

During the 1990s, the State Historic Preservation Office reclassified the 128 properties in the district. Using terminology 
that was, by then, more widely accepted in preservation, the SHPO re-counted the properties and classified them as 
either "contributors" or "non-contributors" to the district. The reclassification took into account the fact that 12 buildings 
had been demolished or had lost integrity since the district was listed in 1982. When the 1990s re-count was completed, 
the SHPO found that 108 properties in the district contributed to its historic character and eight did not.

By the turn of the 21st century, both SHPO and the Town of Florence recognized the need to update the 1981 
nomination data base. The most pressing problem resulted from the fact that all street addresses had changed; this led to 
consideration confusion regarding which properties were listed and which were not. A second issue was that significant 
changes had occurred to the resource base. Some buildings had been handsomely restored. A few had been 
insensitively remodeled. Some had been razed, and new buildings had been constructed. Properties had aged, and some 
that were formerly deemed non-contributors because of their relative youth, might now meet the minimum-age, 50-year 
requirement for historic designation. The third issue was a desire on the part of the Town and its Historic Preservation 
Advisory Committee to expand the district to encompass additional properties that played important roles in the 
community's past.

With these factors in mind, the SHPO and Town in 2003 co-sponsored a re-examination of the Florence Townsite 
Historic District. With input from the Town and Advisory Committee, the consultant: reviewed previous survey and 
nomination data; conducted historical research to gain an understanding of the district's period of significance and areas 
for potential expansion; completed inventory forms for properties within the expanded district; and prepared the current 
nomination. In reviewing the previous survey forms, the consultant completed a new inventory form if a property's status



NFS Form 10-900-a . OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _7_ Page _8_ Florence Townsite Historic District
Pinal County. Arizona

had changed from eligible (contributing) to ineligible (non-contributing), or vice versa. If a property's contributor/non- 
contributor status had not changed, then the previous survey form was retained, but the new address was added to it.

The present study conducted archival research by examining historical maps (including Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps), 
deeds, property record cards, period newspapers, historical photographs, biographical information (including obituaries), 
and miscellaneous records. Such materials were found at the Pinal County Historical Museum, the Pinal County 
Recorder's and Assessor's offices, and at Arizona State Library, Archives, and Public Records. Interviews were also 
conducted with persons having knowledge of properties for which written information was poor or unclear.

Location and Setting

The Florence Townsite Historic District is located in central Arizona within the Town of Florence. The town has served as 
the seat of Pinal County since the county was created in 1875. Florence lies approximately 60 mi southeast of the state 
capital of Phoenix and 70 mi north of the metropolitan area of Tucson.

The geographic setting is the alluvial plain of the Gila River Valley. The town and district lie on a terrace south of the Gila 
River approximately midway between the river's source and its junction with the Colorado River. The elevation of the 
Sonoran Desert community is about 1500 ft above sea level. Annual rainfall normally varies from 10 to 12 inches. The 
topography of the district is nearly flat, rising about 20 ft from its lowest point at the northwest corner to its highest point 
at the southeast corner. In 1881, a business directory reported that the temperature ranged from a summer high of 114 
degrees Fahrenheit in June to a low of 20 in January. The same directory noted that during "a short period in summer the 
days are very warm, but the nights are cool, and generally throughout the year the weather is delightful" (Arizona 
Business Directory and Gazetteer, 1881, cited in Nichols 1976:2). Such a favorable description likely enticed prospective 
settlers and contributed to the early growth of the town.

Settlement Pattern

As Sobin (1981) has noted, Florence is a planned community. Shortly after settlement in 1866, development began to 
follow a surveyed, isotropic grid comprised of 125-ft-square blocks with 60-ft-wide streets. The matrix gave Florence an 
orderly character as it grew during subsequent decades.

The district contains three distinct zones. The central zone, extending along Main Street, is the town's historic business 
district. Commercial buildings dominate the central core, although several homes, government offices, and social halls 
are also present there. Building density is higher in the central zone than elsewhere in the district. Development along 
Main Street occurs mostly in the form of contiguous, one-story structures with no setback from the sidewalk.

East of the central business core is a zone of mixed use. The Second Pinal County Courthouse (FL-43), sited on its own 
landscaped courthouse square, is the most prominent building of the eastern zone. With its ornate detailing and tall 
clocktower, the courthouse is a prominent landmark that provides a point of orientation for much of the town. A short 
distance north of the courthouse is the Catholic church complex, consisting of the 1870-1895 Chapel of the Gila (FL-51), 
the 1911-1912 Church of the Assumption (FL-50), and the circa-1959 church rectory (FL-136). Immediately north of the
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Catholic Church complex is a park that formerly served as the site for the community's first Protestant church, an 
elementary school, and the town library; the park now contains a senior center (FL-164), baseball diamond with 
concession stand (FL-165), and a small building (FL-166) that was once part of the elementary school. The eastern zone 
also includes many fine historic residences, a modern police station, and several offices. Redevelopment is more 
apparent in this zone than elsewhere in the district. A well-enforced historic zoning ordinance (in effect for the past 20 
years) has ensured that the modern construction is sensitive to, and compatible with, the historic neighborhood.

The third zone lies west of the central business core. One, one-and-a-half, and occasionally two-story residential 
buildings dominate the western zone. A Protestant church (FL-144) and women's clubhouse (FL-5) are the dominant 
buildings of the neighborhood. The earliest properties of the district-including four historical-archaeological sites, an 
irrigation ditch, and several homes-are found in the northern part. The southern part contains a concentration of 
especially fine historic residences that extend southward along South Willow Street almost to 17th Street. Two major 
amenities made South Willow a particularly desirable residential area in historic times; the town high school and county 
hospital were situated short distances to the south.

Buildings

The Florence Townsite Historic District contains a vibrant mix of architectural styles and vernacular traditions 
representing construction from early Territorial times through the post-World War II building boom. Borrowing a 
technique known as "sequence dating seriation" from the field of archaeology, architect Harris Sobin (1976 and 1977) 
meticulously documented the architectural evolution of the community. The seriation approach yielded three major 
findings: '
1. With the sole exception of the "American-Victorian" style, all traditions and styles which originated during Territorial 
times (pre-1912) continued in steady, simultaneous use until as late as the middle twentieth century, then came to a 
sudden end circa 1950. A surprising discovery was the persistence of the community's three original adobe styles, with 
earthen structures built as late as the 1950s;
2. An attempt was initially made by Sobin to use only standard stylistic nomenclature for describing building traditions 
and styles. However, that did not prove feasible when forms emerged for which no fully adequate name could be found in 
the literature. Therefore, two "new" styles were defined: "Early Transitional" and "Late Transitional." Recognition of these 
styles filled a gap in the local evolutionary sequence from the early Sonoran tradition to later Anglo-American styles; and
3. The study revealed a steady trend away from the early, totally handmade buildings (heavy in weight, permanent in 
character, built of natural materials found on or near the site, and tied closely to the region and its climate) through later 
periods, when buildings were constructed partly with natural, local materials and partly with imported machine-made, 
prefabricated or industrialized products. The study also documented the appearance, during the modern period, of totally 
mass-produced, assembly-line products (best represented by the mobile home) that bore no reference or response to the 
context in which they were placed (Sobin 1977:91-95).

The 2003 study retained Sobin's typology, which proved workable and more than adequate for classifying buildings in the 
expanded district. The building traditions and styles of the Florence Townsite Historic District are described below, in 
approximate chronological order.
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Sonoran

Florence was founded in the part of the Territory of Arizona that was acquired from Mexico through the Gadsden 
Purchase of 1853. The town's earliest buildings reflected strong Spanish-Mexican influences. Such buildings typically 
included sun-dried adobe walls with high parapets, round wooden beams (vigas), sahuaro-rib roof decks, flat mud roofs, 
projecting drainpipes (cana/es), and cloth ceilings (manias). Later examples used dimensioned lumber for beams and 
roof decks, but retained the heavy mud roof. Buildings in this tradition were usually flush-fronted row houses. Their street 
facades tended to be set directly on the property line. The first Sonoran building in Florence was constructed in 1866, the 
last in the 1950s. Within the district, rare survivors of this once-common vernacular form include the George A. Brown 
Shed (FL-1A), the Chapel of the Gila (FL-51), Charles Rapp's Saloon (FL-26), and the Jesus Martiriez House (FL-30).

Early Transitional

The second major architectural style to appear in Florence coincided with an influx of Anglo settlers following the Civil 
War. The style marked a fusion of Sonoran materials and techniques with American-Victorian construction concepts. The 
resulting hybrid, termed the Early Transitional by Sobin, was characterized by adobe walls topped with dimensioned- 
lumber sloping roofs (usually gabled, and covered with wooden shingles). Buildings in this style bore some resemblance 
to Greek Revival farmhouses of the East and Midwest-in form, if not in materials. Early Transitional buildings were 
usually detached from their neighbors in the Anglo manner, but street facades were usually built to property lines in the 
Sonoran manner. Examples of this style in the district include the First Pinal County Courthouse (FL-15), the William 
Jennings House (FL-14), the Cosgrove/Nicholas/Aguilar House (FL-34), the First E. N. Fish & Co. Store (FL-3), the 
George A. Brown House (FL-1), and the Second E. N. Fish & Co. Store (FL-25). The First Pinal County Courthouse (now 
McFarland State Historic Park) has been individually listed on the National Register since 1974.

Late Transitional

The next phase of architectural evolution followed the completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad across southern 
Arizona in 1881. The transcontinental carrier accelerated the import of mass-produced building components and 
architectural concepts from the East. The resulting Late Transitional style continued the fusion of Sonoran and Anglo 
building concepts. Buildings in this style-usually houses-were normally square in plan, and had adobe walls, wood- 
framed hipped or pyramidal roofs (often covered with sheet metal), wooden porches, bay windows, and set-backs on all 
sides. Temporally and stylistically, such houses bore a general resemblance to Colonial Revival-style buildings 
elsewhere in the country. Acquired from distant manufacturing centers, decorative and functional items (such as 
corrugated sheet metal roofing; prefabricated double-hung, casement, or bay windows; louvered shutters; ornamental 
brackets) were systematically incorporated into Late Transitional homes. Many earlier Sonoran-style buildings were 
transformed by the installation of a new lumber roof above the original mud one, thereby making the house more 
waterproof and increasing its cultural acceptability. The Late Transitional style is the most prevalent form among 
residential buildings in the district, accounting for more than 20 percent of the housing stock. Good examples within the 
district include the W. Y. Price House (MRA-20), the John P Clum House (FL-12), the Casimiro Arvizu House (FL-45), 
the William Clarke House (FL-23), and the Jacob Suter House (FL-32). The Price House has been individually listed on 
the National Register since 1986.
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American-Victorian

The American-Victorian style appeared shortly after the founding of the town's first brickyard in 1886. This style marked a 
complete break from the Sonoran building tradition and the beginning of the end of architectural regionalism (Sobin 
1977:145). Buildings in this style were characterized by brick walls, segmental-arched openings, a wide variety of timber- 
roof structures, and an increasing number of prefabricated components. They were often elegantly detailed, but were 
neither responsive to, nor reflective of, the local climate and landscape. At least four sources contributed to the 
proliferation of this style in Florence: (1) experienced craftsmen familiar with architectural trends in the nation; (2) 
builders' manuals; (3) carpenters' copy and pattern books; and (4) the architectural profession, which made its first 
contributions to Florence during this period. Fine examples of this style in the district include the Second Pinal County 
Courthouse (FL-43), the F. G. Hardwick House (FL-8), the C. D. Henry House (MRA-18), the Albert T. Colton House 
(MRA-19), the John Nicholas Saloon and Beer Hall (FL-37), Conrad Brunenkant's City Bakery (FL-31), and the "new" 
east wing of the Florence Hotel (FL-16). The courthouse, designed by architect James Creighton, has been individually 
listed on the Register since 1978. The Henry and Colton houses were individually placed on the Register in 1986.

In Florence, an Eclectic period began in the early twentieth century and lasted until approximately 1950. The Eclectic 
movement drew inspiration from many aesthetic sources. The period witnessed the introduction of imported (non- 
regional) styles, both "new" and "revival."

The earliest and most popular Eclectic style to appear in Florence was the bungalow. The bungalow, or Craftsman, style 
derived primarily although not exclusively from the work of Gustav Stickley and Greene and Greene. The rise of the 
bungalow during the early twentieth century occurred at a time of relative economic prosperity that allowed many middle- 
class families to purchase their first homes. Character-defining elements included: medium- to low-pitched roofs with 
wide, unenclosed eave overhangs; exposed rafter ends; decorative (false) beams, purlins, or knee-braces under gables; 
porches, either full-width or partial, sometimes recessed, and often with tapered columns or piers; and one to one-and-a- 
half stories. In the Florence district, the earliest bungalow was the Emma Gould House (FL-7), constructed in 1908. Later 
examples included the Giovannina Young House (FL-9), the Michea/Branaman House (FL-57), the 
Michea/Suggs/Zellweger House (FL-54), and the Otis Baughn House (FL-86).

The next Eclectic-movement style to appear in Florence was the Mission Revival. The first building in this style was the 
1911-1912 Church of the Assumption (FL-50). Later examples included the 1914 Elementary School (destroyed by fire in 
1957), and the first Isis Theatre (destroyed by fire in 1924). The church is notable for its unstuccoed brick walls, quatrefoil 
windows, ornately curved gable-end parapets, and graceful belltower. The church is thought to be among the finest 
examples of the Mission Revival style in central Arizona (Sobin 1977). Later Eclectic movement buildings in the district 
include: the Pueblo-Revival-style Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144, 1922) a residence (FL-128, circa 1949); the Spanish- 
Colonial-style Woman's Club (FL-5, 1929) and Clemans commercial complex (FL-141, 142, and 143, each built in 1949); 
and the Masonic Hall (FL-150, 1949).
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Most of the retail stores and offices built on Main Street from the 1910s through early 1950s are of Twentieth Century 
Commercial style. The walls of these buildings are normally of brick (later examples are of concrete block or concrete 
brick), with large, fixed-pane display windows, and sometimes transoms and kick panels. Parapets tend to be pedimented 
or peaked along the principal facade. The buildings are set flush with their neighbors, and have zero setback from the 
street or sidewalk. Tall parapets often extend along their sides, creating fire walls between adjacent buildings. The 
ultimate source of this style may have been the Neo-Classica! Revival style, which gained popularity following the 
Columbian Exposition of 1893. The commercial buildings of twentieth-century Florence are attenuated translations of the 
Neo-Classical style, lacking the orders (columns with entablature and associated details) typically used in Neo-Classical 
Revival architecture. Among the numerous examples of Twentieth Century Commercial buildings in the district are 
Mandell's Department Store (FL-21), the White-McCarthy Building (FL-22), the Florence Pharmacy/Black Cat Cafe (FL- 
27), the Florence Market (FL-58), the Mauk Building (FL-61), and the First National Bank Building (FL-65).

Contemporary/Modern

The Florence Historic Townsite District experienced a building boom from the middle 1940s through the early 1950s, 
followed by occasional building activity through the turn of the century. The architecture of the modern period reflected 
the trends of transience, standardization, and mobility among the American public, as well as society's increased reliance 
on, and orientation to, the automobile.

In residential construction, the Ranch house became the dominant form in Florence during the post-war period and later 
decades. The style was loosely based on early Spanish Colonial precedents from the American Southwest, greatly 
modified by influences borrowed from Craftsman and Prairie modernism of the early twentieth century (McAlester and 
McAlester 1991:479). The style was characterized by: asymmetrical one-story shapes with low-pitched roofs; hipped, 
cross-gabled, or (more rarely) side-gabled roofs; moderate to wide eave overhangs; "ribbon" or large picture windows; 
attached garages or carports; and an emphasis on facade width, usually incorporating garages or carports into the 
integral design. Examples of this style within the district include the Gomez/Ormsby House (FL-107, 1974), the A. H. 
King House (FL-100, circa 1958), the Donald Young House (FL-101, 1944), the Padilla House (FL-104, 1949), and the 
Assumption Church Rectory (FL-136, circa 1959).

Perhaps no form of architecture represented modern "America on the move" more cogently than the mobile home, or 
trailer. The first manufactured home appeared in Florence in 1941. Subsequent development of this type of housing 
remained minimal until 1968-1970, when a significant increase occurred. When Sobin surveyed the Florence district in 
the 1970s and early 1980s, he found that the trend toward manufactured housing showed "no sign of slowing down" 
(Sobin 1977:184). He recorded two such properties in the district and noted the presence of many additional ones in the 
town as a whole. The present study observed that the two trailers reported by Sobin had been removed from the district 
since the time of his study. The present study also recorded one trailer home in the expanded district area: the Schewel 
Rental Trailer (FL-168), an Elcar-brand home that had been placed on its site in 1959.
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Recent Ordinance-Regulated Construction

The Town of Florence enacted a historic preservation ordinance in the early 1980s. Although only a few buildings have 
been constructed in the district during the past two decades, each has been sensitively designed to reflect the scale, 
massing, design, and materials of its historic neighborhood. Examples of context-sensitive, modern infill include the 
Industrial Development Authority Commercial Building (FL-173), the Quick Office Building (FL-162), the McFarland State 
Park Archives Building (FL-140), the Dorothy Nolan Senior Center (FL-164), and the Guerrero-Legler Garage (FL-174).

Structures

The Florence Townsite Historic District includes three historic structures. Each is water-related. The Chase-Ruggles 
Irrigation Ditch (FL-93) forms the northwestern boundary of the district. This defunct ditch is seen on the ground as a 
linear swale, covered in most places with tall grass and weeds. Research conducted by Sobin (1977) indicates that FL-93 
is the earliest non-indigenous structure in the Florence area for which documentary evidence exists. Records suggest 
that the ditch was excavated in 1866. During its years of active use, from 1866 to circa 1914, the ditch watered nearly a 
thousand acres of Giia Valley farm land, helping sustain the economy of the town.

The second structure (FL-82) is the Lopez Water Tank Tower. This wooden well house was installed between 1912 and 
1914 to serve the Robles/Feliz/Lopez residence near Bailey Street and Butte Avenue. The third structure (FL-98A) is a 
well/windmill constructed in 1910 to serve the Collingwood/Stevens house on Pinal Street. By the turn of the twentieth 
century, most well-to-do families in Florence achieved indoor plumbing by means of private water systems such as these 
two; FL-82 and 98A are rare surviving examples of water features that were once common in the town.

Historical-Archaeological Sites

The district includes six small historical-archaeological sites (FL-94, 95, 96, 97, 98, and 99). The sites have been 
identified through historical maps and records as the remains of (respectively) an 1866-1867 building that later became a 
General Land Office, the 1869 Ruggles house, a circa 1870 public building (girls' school and/or part of the first 
courthouse/jail), the 1883 Doran house (later the County Home for the Elderly), the 1878 Collingwood/Bamrick/Stevens 
house; and the 1887 Stone/Arriola house. The sites today appear as slightly mounded areas containing fragments of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century artifacts. The buildings they represent became vacant and derelict in the mid- 
twentieth century, and were demolished during the period from about 1940 to 1968. No new construction has taken place 
on the sites, which appear archaeologically undisturbed. They are included as contributors to the district because they 
have the potential to yield important data concerning the material culture and lifestyles of bicultural Florence from 1866 
to about 1920.

Integrity

The boundary of the district defines a concentration of nineteenth and early to middle twentieth century buildings, 
structures, and historical-archaeological sites that retain integrity. The boundary has been drawn to include a high density 
of historic properties, and to exclude localities containing concentrations of modern properties. Within the district, the
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percentage of contributing properties is 84 percent. Outside the district boundary, the density of Register-eligible 
properties decreases markedly. The district boundary also concides with what is recognized locally as Florence's most 
historic area.

Contributing buildings and structures are those at least fifty years old that retain sufficient integrity to convey a sense of 
their history. The most frequent types of alterations to contributing buildings in the district have consisted of additions to 
the rear, the upgrading of windows, re-roofings, or sheathing with modern material that attempts to replicate the historic 
fabric. These changes are seldom obtrusive, nor do they detract from the historic character of the buildings. Many of the 
properties are in good condition, reflecting pride of ownership.

Contributing historical-archaeological sites are ruins that: represent archivally-identified buildings constructed during the 
nineteenth century; have not been disturbed since the time of their demolition, and; appear (on the basis of surface 
artifacts) to have the potential to yield important information about the early history of Florence.

Non-contributing properties within the district are those constructed within the past fifty years, or that lack integrity. 
Integrity is gauged according to the SHPO's minimal standards for assessing contributor/non-contributor status within 
historic districts. Typically, properties in the Florence district have lost integrity because front-elevation window openings 
or door openings have been altered, and historic, exterior wall fabric has been replaced' with modern, visually 
incompatible material.

The Florence Townsite Historic District possesses good integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. It contains 124 contributing and 23' non-contributing elements, as indicated below.

List of Contributing and Non-Contributing Properties
Buildings
Street #_______Direction Street name_____Inventory # ___Status Address in previous nomination

25
25 (rear)

25 (rear)
75
140
141
No # yet
175
180
191
192

221

221 (rear)
255
256

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North-
North
North
North
North

North

North
North

Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Bailey Street

Bailey Street

Bailey Street
Bailey Street

40
40A
40B
81
121
39
174
38
36
34
35
33

33A

124
80

Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor

1401 Bailey Street
N. side Butte betw. Bailey & Pinal
W. side Pinal betw. 13th & Butte
1309 Bailey Street
SW corner Bailey & 11th
115 East 11th Street
(betw 221 &255N. Bailey)
11 09 Bailey Street
11 04 Bailey Street
1101 Bailey Street
1 1 00 Bailey Street
1009 Bailey Street
1009 Bailey Street (rear)
91 5 Pinal Street
902 Bailey Street
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291
321
71
180
310
364
No#
30
40
50
75
110
111
130
130 (rear)
133
145
150
170
190
200
208
214
220
230-234
231
244
250 (north part)
250 (south part)
255
260
app 265/275
270
280-286
289
290
301
310
app. 311
321
325

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North

Bailey Street
Bailey Street
Central Avenue
Granite Street
Granite Street
Granite Street
Granite Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street

31
30
161
12
11
10
60
141
142
143
172
24
123
114
115
122
29
113
112
23
111
110
109
108
70
77
69
67
68
74
66
73
65
22
71
21
120
20
119
28
27

Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor

901 Bailey Street
805 Bailey Street
N/A
SE corner Quartz & 10th
NW corner Granite & 8th
W side Granite betw 6th & 8th •
E side Granite betw 6th & 8th
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
801/1 21 8 Main Street
121 5 Main Street
1206 Main Street
1 206 Main Street (rear)
1207 Main Street
1201 Main Street
1 1 22 Main Street
11 10 Main Street
SW corner Main & 10th
1030 Main Street
1028 Main Street
1 026 Main Street
1024 Main Street
101 0-1 01 2 Main Street
1011 Main Street
1 008 Main Street
W side Main betw 8th & 10th
W side Main betw 8th & 10th
923 Main Street
91 8 Main Street
91 9 Main Street
920 Main Street
1 406 Main Street
91 5 Main Street
900 Main Street
NE corner Main & 8th
822 Main Street
E side Main betw 6th & 8th
805 Main Street
801 Main Street
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330
340

350
355
360
363
380 (north part)
380 (south part)
381
383
390
441
500
20
100
150
135
171
171 (rear)
171 (rear)
330
270
425
145
290
361
420
65
87
87 (rear)
140
170
200-220
240
255
321
24
24 (rear)
90
125
125 (rear)
No#
30
50
70

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
South
South
South
North
North
North
North
North-
North
North
North
North
North
North
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
West
West
West
West
West
North
North
North
North

Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Main Street
Final Street
Final Street
Final Street
Final Street
Final Street
Final Street
Final Street
Quartz Street
Quartz Street
Quartz Street
Quartz Street
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
Ruggles Avenue
University Street
Willow Street
Willow Street
Willow Street

173
19
62
118
61
26
18
58
117
116
17
25
14
176
151
150
43
41
41A
41 B
164
32
163
107
103
52
3
162
86
86A
45
46
47
91
48
92
15
140
167
1
1A
166
144
171
170

Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
'Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
•Contributor
Non-contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Contributor
Non-contributor
Contributor

N/A
Main St. betw 6th & 8th
81 2 Main Street
723 Main Street
808 Main Street
71 9 Main Street
710 Main Street
W side Main betw 6th & 8th
71 1 Main Street
701 -703 Main Street
700 Main Street
Block betw. Main, Bailey, 6th, Ruggles
406 Main Street
N/A
N/A
N/A
1301 Final Street
1101 Final Street
SE corner Final & 10th (rear)
SE corner Final & 10th (rear)
N/A
906 Final Street
N/A
E side Quartz betw 10th & 12th
N/A
71 5 Quartz Street
Ruggles & 6th St.
N/A
123 East Ruggles Avenue
123 East Ruggles Avenue (rear)
200 East Ruggles Avenue
204 East Ruggles Avenue
NW corner Church & Ruggles
300 East Ruggles Avenue
302 East Ruggles Avenue
31 8 East Ruggles Avenue
NW corner Main & Ruggles
E side Granite betw Ruggles & ditch
N/A
NE corner Willow & Ruggles
NE corner Willow & Ruggles
(W side University betw 6th & 8th)
N/A
N/A
N/A
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90
110
111
151
151 (rear)
171
190
191
191 (rear)
200
230
231
251
275
44
88
102
144
188
222
232
244
24
65
95
131
177
app. 200
221
223/255
46
80
81
155
74
94
80-90

North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
North
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
South
West
West
West
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
East
West
East
West
East

Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
Willow Street 
6th Street 
6th Street 
6th Street 
8th Street 
8th Street 
8th Street 
8th Street 
8th Street 
11th Street 
11th Street 
11th Street 
11th Street 
12th Street 
12th Street 
13th Street

169
8
9
57
57A
7
6
54
54A
168
4
5
104 
53 
MRA-19
145
146
MRA-18 
MRA-20 
175
147
148
16
102
101
128
136
165
50
51
37
90
42
100
127
13
44

Contributor N/A
Contributor 1208 Willow Street
Contributor NE corner Willow & 12th
Contributor 1111 Willow Street
Contributor 1111 Willow Street (rear)
Contributor 1107 Willow Street
Non-contributor 1108 Willow Street
Contributor 1011 Willow Street
Contributor 1011 Willow Street (rear)
Non-contributor N/A
Contributor 1100 Willow Street
Contributor NE corner Willow & 10th
Contributor 913 Willow Street
Non-contributor 905 Willow Street
•Contributor 1500 Willow Street
Contributor N/A
Contributor N/A
•Contributor 1520 Willow Street
•Contributor 1612 Willow Street
Non-contributor N/A
Contributor N/A
Contributor N/A
Contributor Block betw Main, Ruggles, Granite
Contributor 117 West 6th Street
Contributor 123 West 6th Street
Contributor SE corner Final & 8th
Nonrcontributor N/A
Non<-contributor N/A
Contributor S side 8th betw Final & Florence
Contributor S side 8th betw Final & Florence
Contributor 107-109 East 11 th Street
Contributor 122 East 11 th Street
Contributor 123 East 11 th Street
Non-contributor SW corner 11 th & Willow
Contributor 116 East 12th Street
Contributor 116 12th Street
Contributor 118 East 13th Street

Note: Asterisk (*) in "Status" column indicates that the building is already listed individually on the National Register.

Structures 
Street #
25 (rear) 
No# 
No#

Direction Street name
North Bailey Street 
North Main Street 
North Final Street

Inventory #
82
93 
98A

Status
Contributor 
Contributor 
Contributor

Address in previous nomination
1401 Bailey Street (rear) 
N end Main, SW past Willow 
E side Final betw 6th & 8th streets

Historical-Archaeological Sites
Street #_______Direction Street name Inventory # Status Address in previous nomination
No# 
No# 
No#

West 
West 
West

Ruggles Avenue 
Ruggles Avenue 
Ruggles Avenue

94
95
96

Contributor N side W Ruggles nr N end of Willow
Contributor NW corner Quartz & Ruggles
Contributor NW corner Granite & Ruggles
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No # North Granite Street 97 Contributor E side Granite betw Ruggles & ditch
No # North Final Street 98 Contributor SW corner Final & 6th
No# North Main Street 99 Contributor NE corner Main & 11th
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SIGNIFICANCE 

SUMMARY

The Florence Townsite Historic District is significant under each criterion of the National Register.- It is significant under 
Criterion A for its important association with the themes of exploration/settlement, community planning and development, 
commerce, and politics/government. It was one of the first settlements founded in the Gadsden Purchase area. The 
district attained and maintained importance in the Territory and State as a trade and administrative center. The district 
was also the site of the first Federal land office in southern Arizona, and became and remained the county seat for Pinal 
County. The district is significant under Criterion B for its association with individuals who played important roles in local, 
state, and even national history. The district retains the basic fabric of an early Territorial town, and also contains 
examples of nearly every major vernacular tradition or architectural style utilized in Arizona during the territorial and early 
statehood periods; thus the district qualifies for the Register under Criterion C. Finally, several historical-archaeological 
sites in the district have the potential to yield information important in history; therefore, the district qualifies for the 
Register under Criterion D.

Association with Important Events and Historical Processes: Significance under Criterion A

From approximately. 300 BC until about AD 1450, the Florence area was utilized by prehistoric people called the 
Hohokam. Skilled irrigators, the Hohokam built canals that watered fields and settlements throughout the Gila River 
Valley. By the 1600s, their successors, the Pima, had established themselves along the middle Gila Valley and were 
practicing irrigation. Crops grown by the Pima helped sustain Spanish explorers during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries, Mexican travelers in the early nineteenth century, and American emigrants (such as forty-niners) in the middle 
1800s (Dobyns 1989; Haury 1976; Russell 1908).

The Florence area was acquired by the United States from Mexico as part of the Gadsden Purchase of 1853. 
Immediately following the purchase, non-native settlers began farming the middle Gila in proximity to Piman villages. To 
discourage further encroachment, the federal government in 1859 established the 64,000-acre Gila River Indian 
Reservation. Its boundary was located about 20 miles west of the future Florence (Dobyns 1989).

Circa 1865, a small settlement called Adamsville was founded along the Gila about 12 miles east of the reservation. An 
influx of Anglo and Mexican-American settlers to Adamsville prompted the Indian Commissioner to propose an easterly 
extension of the reservation. Although never finalized, the proposed expansion propelled the non-native pioneers further 
eastward in search of land. Some of the resettlement activity resulted in the formation of ranches around what would 
become Florence. The locality was not only beyond the reach of the proposed expansion, but also afforded access to an 
easy ford across the Gila River. A regional census taken at the end of the Civil War enumerated five ranches near the 
ford: Chase's, Morehead's, Ramirez', Mineros1 , and a fifth known only as "the Ranch on the Gila" (U.S. Census for
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Arizona Territory 1867). A growing number of settlers came to the locality and filed preemptive claims under the 1862 
Homestead Act. Their claims clustered along, and were watered by, an irrigation ditch (FL-93) dug by James Chase in 
1866 (Sobin 1977).

The early ranches soon coalesced into a small settlement. Among the very first settlers, at least two merit special 
recognition. In 1866, Charles G. Mason constructed what may have been Florence's first building. It was located along 
Ruggles Avenue between Quartz and Willow streets. Mason and four associates would eventually discover the lode that 
became the Silver King Mine. The Silver King provided the town and region with its greatest economic boost in the mid 
1870s (Nichols 1976).

Levi Ruggles rather than Mason is regarded as the founder of Florence. The Civil War veteran came to Arizona in late 
1866 as an Indian agent. He purchased a preemptive claim from Mason and, in partnership with Thomas Ewing, 
surveyed the land and began to subdivide it into lots. One of his earliest land sales was to E. N. Fish & Company of 
Tucson. In 1868, Fish & Co. proceeded to build and open Florence's first store (FL-3). It lay on the south side of the 
town's original main street (formerly called Fifth Street, now called Ruggles Avenue), directly across from the lot where 
Ruggles lived (FL-95). These buildings formed the nucleus of a small trading center (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1977).

Fish & Co. held government contracts to supply frontier military posts with wheat and barley. To ensure an adequate 
supply of these goods, the company encouraged farmer-settlers from Tucson to claim arable land in the Florence area. 
Agriculture would remain the sole economic base of Florence until the mid 1870s.

In May 1869, the federal government completed a subdivision survey of Township 4 South, Range 9 East. The survey 
officially opened the Florence area to homesteading. Settlement activity was soon brisk enough to support the 
establishment of a post office (at FL-3) in 1869, a Roman Catholic chapel (eastern portion of FL-51) in 1870, and a 
school district in 1871. The 1870 Territorial census enumerated 218 residents. A strong majority (73%) was Hispanic; 
most of the rest were Anglos and Europeans.

In March of 1873, the federal government chose Florence as the site of the first General Land Office (GLO) south of the 
Gila River, and appointed Levi Ruggles as first Registrar. Until 1881, when the GLO was moved to Tucson, all federal 
land transactions (such as the filing of homestead and mining claims) for southern Arizona Territory would be transacted 
at the Florence office (Sobin 1981). Site FL-94 marks the historical-archaeological remains of the GLO building.

In January 1875, the Territorial legislature passed a bill creating Pinal County. Florence was selected as county seat. 
This important political status sustained Florence's steady growth during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

The discovery and location of the Silver King Mine in March 1875 fueled a short-lived boom period for Florence. Located 
in the Pinal Mountains northeast of Florence, the mine yielded nearly pure silver ore during its first years of production. 
Florence became the major trading center for mining towns in the region. The town's new prosperity took many forms. 
The first newspaper, The Citizen, was published by John Clum in his home (FL- 12). A second newspaper followed, the 
Arizona Enterprise, printed by T. F. Weedin in an adobe office on Bailey Street (FL-35). Stage and express services
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began running lines into town to gain a share of the commerce. One such enterprise was Wells Fargo, operated locally 
by agent George A. Brown (FL-1, 1A, and 3). At the Florence GLO, a townsite application was filed for a quarter section 
of land. Newcomers flocked to the area, purchased lots in the townsite, and built homes. The dominant traffic pattern 
through town shifted from east-west to north-south; Main Street replaced Fifth Street (now Ruggles Avenue) as the 
primary commercial artery. By the end of the decade, the town could boast several general stores (including a new Fish 
& Co. store, FL-25), two hotels (including the Silver King, FL-16), a brewery, 28 saloons, a Catholic church (FL-51), two 
public schools, and a county courthouse (FL-15). The 1880 census enumerated 942 residents, a four-fold increase from 
the 1870 census (Dunning and Peplow 1959; Nichols 1976; Sobin 1981).

The town grew at a slower pace in the 1880s, attaining a population of 1485 in 1890. At least two factors contributed to 
the slow-down. In 1881, under mounting political pressure from Tucson, the federal government relocated its General 
Land Office to that more southern settlement. Removal of the office from Florence left the town without one of its major 
amenities. Without the GLO, fewer people had reason to visit Florence and transact business there. At the same time, 
the quality of ore taken from the Silver King diminished below the level of profitability. By the time its owners closed the 
mine in 1889, it had produced $16,000,000 worth of silver (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1981).

The fortunes of Florence soon changed once again. The Florence Canal and Land Company, founded in 1886, proposed 
an extensive irrigation plan to cover 150,000 acres southwest of town. The new Florence Canal, completed in 1887, 
generated optimism that attracted settlers and businesses. Among the latter was W. C. Smith & Co., which in 1890 built a 
two-story commercial building (FL-18) on Main Street. Designed by Phoenix architect James Creighton, the stylish brick 
edifice sported a cast-iron facade imported from St. liouis. Another major construction project of the era was 
Brunenkant's City Bakery (FL-31), built on Bailey Street in 1889-1890. However, the greatest symbol of town-building and 
pride was the exuberant Second Pinal Courthouse (FL-43), designed by Creighton and completed in 1891.

Florence at the turn of the twentieth century was described as having the finest courthouse in the territory, a commodious 
county hospital, a schoolhouse, Catholic and Protestant churches, nine stores, a first-class hotel, two restaurants, two 
livery stables, a bakery-confectionery store, a drugstore, and three blacksmith/wagon-making shops. Census figures 
showed a slight increase in population, reaching about 1600 in 1900. Such gains belied the economic difficulties that 
threatened Florence and neighboring agricultural communities. A drought from 1896 to 1908 decreased agricultural 
productivity. The financial panic of 1893 depressed agricultural prices (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1981).

As historian Roger Nichols (1976) has noted, probably the most attractive feature of Florence at the turn of the century 
was its social life, reflecting an apparently amicable and nearly even mixture of Spanish-speaking and English-speaking 
households. Both groups attended dances held almost every weekend. Three of the four major holidays celebrated in 
town were of Mexican origin. If friction occasionally developed between the groups, the town leaders successfully kept it 
under control. Within the historic district, early properties having a strong Hispanic association included the 
Martinez/Romo House (FL-30), the Llescas House (FL-38), Preciado de Luna/Lorona House (FL-39), the 
Robles/Feliz/Lopez House (FL-40), and the Avenenti/Angulo Building (FL-71).
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Many residents hoped their town would grow into a substantial city as it entered the twentieth century. A booster 
organization, called the Village Improvement Club, was formed in 1900. It soon became the Florence Women's Club. 
The club worked toward town incorporation, the installation of a sanitation system and street signs, and the founding of a 
public library. The movement toward incorporation succeeded in 1908, and George Brockway was chosen as first town 
mayor. Another milestone was achieved when county officials persuaded the territorial legislature to move the territorial 
prison from Yuma to Florence. The new prison, located a short distance east of the townsite, was completed in 1909. The 
enterprise initially provided fewer jobs than expected, but became an important force in the town's economy as the 
century progressed (Nichols 1976; Sobin 1977 and 1981).

Despite the best efforts of town boosters, the 1910 census revealed a disturbing trend: the county seat appeared to be 
losing residents. The official count of 807 indicated a 50% decline since 1900. Several factors contributed to this trend, 
most notably difficulties in agriculture and the loss of jobs in the mining industry. Construction activity reflected the 
downward trends. Few new buildings were constructed in the district during the first decade of the twentieth century. 
Some exceptions included the Emma Guild House (FI-7, 1908) and a residence at 360 North Quartz Street (FL-52, 
C1904).

Construction activity resumed during the second decade of the century (Sobin 1981). Among the many new residences in 
the townsite were the Giovannina Young House (FL-9, c1917-1918), the Joseph Spinas "Rental" House (FL-33, 1913), 
the Arvizu/Aguilar House (FL-45, 1911), the Michea/Suggs/Zellweger House (FL-54, c1915), the Michea/Branaman 
House (FL-57, c1915), the Otis Baughn House (FL-86, 1.917), and the Jennie Lopez House (FL-92, c1914). Major 
commercial construction included the Keating Building (FL-19, 1916), the Popular Store Building (FL-21, 1915), a lumber 
and hardware building (FL-22, 1914), the Florence Pharmacy (FL-27, c1914), a second-story addition to the Silver King 
Hotel (FL-16, 1917), the First National Bank Building (FL-65, c1916), the Chin Foo & Chin Wing Building (FL-69, 1917), 
and the George W. Smith Building (FL-70, 1917). Other construction included an addition to the Second County 
Courthouse (FL-43, 1917), and a new Catholic church (FL-50, 1911-1912). Factors fueling the recovery included a 
resurgence in the agricultural sector and the enhanced importance of Florence as county seat following statehood in 
1912.

The post World War I years brought a short recession to the local economy and building trade. The economy recovered 
and construction activity resumed by the mid 1920s. New buildings of that era included several homes (such as FL-60 
and FL-90) and commercial buildings: the Mauk Building (FL-61, c1925), Joseph Langnickel's Bakery (FL-62, c1927), 
Hall's Florence Motor Company (FL-77, c1926-1928), Borree's Market (FL-81, c1928). Two architectural achievements 
symbolizing town development during that decade were the Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144), constructed in 1922, and 
the Florence Women's Club (FL-5), erected in 1929. The local economy, still supported mainly by agriculture, received 
help from the federal government in the form of the Ashurst-Hayden Diversion Dam, completed in 1926. The dam 
assured a more reliable source of water for area farmers and ranchers.

Florence was not immune to the Great Depression that gripped the nation following the stock market crash of 1929. 
However, the community did not appear to have been as profoundly affected as many other areas of the state and 
nation. In December 1930, the local newspaper reported that "There is no unemployment in Florence and so the crisis of



NFS Form 10-900-a . OMB No. 1024-0018 
(8-86)

r *"

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section _8_ Page _23_ Florence Townsite Historic District
Pinal County. Arizona

tens of thousands of persons hungry and undernourished for lack of opportunity to work is not brought home to us" 
(Arizona Blade-Tribune, 12/26/1930:2). Indeed, the decade of the 1930s had begun optimistically; the Coolidge Dam had 
been dedicated on March 4, 1930, amidst high hopes for the future of Florence and the areas downstream.

A factor that had hindered town growth during the early twentieth century was a lack of good transportation links. There 
was no railroad through town. New roads had been constructed between Tucson and Phoenix that bypassed Florence. 
One positive aspect of the 1930s was that Florence became part of a better transportation network. Fifth and Main 
streets were paved, curbs and sidewalks were laid, the Florence Airport was modernized, roads were improved to 
Florence Junction and Tucson, and a new highway was constructed to nearby Coolidge. The new" road to Coolidge, site 
of the famous Casa Grande Ruins, nurtured an incipient tourist industry in Florence.

Other factors helped Florence survive and even prosper during the 'thirties. An annual rodeo (which had begun in 1920) 
continued to be held, attracting visitors from far and wide. Tourism received a further boost when the town presented its 
first Junior Parada (Rodeo) in 1933. This Armistice Day event proved an immediate success, attracting scores of tourists 
and contributing income to the local economy (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 11/17/1933:1). The Junior Parada became a 
cherished tradition that is still held today. The 1930s also saw the introduction of commercial citrus farming to the locality 
(Arizona Blade-Tribune, 5/8/1931:1; 12/11/1931:1). A resettlement project that created 40-acr'e farms near Florence 
further aided the town's economy (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 2/21/1936:1). An increase in inmates at the State Prison 
created new jobs; the prison population (nearly 700 in 1938) began to rival that of the town (1,739 in 1940).

Such positive developments were accompanied by a significant amount of building activity within the district. The decade 
saw the completion of an addition to the Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144, 1932), and erection of the San Carlos 
Irrigation District Office (FL-123, 1938), the Salazar Commercial Building (FL-119, c 1938), the J. B. Mitchell Building 
(FL-120, 1939), and four homes along South Willow (FL-148, 1930; FL-147, 1934; FL-146, 1937; and FL-145, 1939). 
Major projects outside the district included a new county hospital and additions to the high school and state prison.

The county seat assumed a new role as the United States entered World War II. Acreage within an army reserve on the 
north side of the Gila River across from Florence was chosen as the site for a prisoner-of-war camp. Construction started 
in early 1942 and was completed by the summer of that year. The Florence Internment Camp was a city in itself, initially 
designed to hold more than 4,000 prisoners and to house over 200 Army personnel (Arizona Blade-Tribune 4/10/1942:1). 
At its peak in December 1945, the camp would hold 13,000 prisoners (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 4/26/1946:1).

Although the camp was not within Florence, the project influenced construction activity there. The cantonment employed 
many civilians but did not house them on-base. Therefore, the town collaborated with the defense department on a 
$98,000 project to build low-cost housing units for civilian workers (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 3/19/1943:1 and 7/16/1943:1). 
The 70-unit dormitory was built at the south end of town across from the Florence Union High School (outside the historic 
district). The project encountered problems when the internment camp began to lay off workers in the summer of 1943. 
The decline in workers seeking housing meant that the dormitory had chronic trouble filling its rooms. At the end of the 
war, the housing project was moved to the Arizona State Teachers College at Tempe to relieve a veterans' housing 
shortage there (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 10/11/1946:1).
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War-time construction projects within the district typically consisted of repairing or improving existing properties. Owners 
of houses worked to get their properties in shape for renting to visiting spouses of Army personnel (Arizona Blade- 
Tribune, 1/23/1942:1). The Florence Grammar School was remodeled following a fire. The Women's Club (FL-5), which 
had been leased to the USO as a recreation hall during the war, received a new roof and sewage system (Arizona Blade- 
Tribune, 9/22/1944:1). With an eye to the post-war period, the Florence American Legion purchased and began 
remodeling the Truman building at the north end of Main Street (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 4/28/1944:1). The building had 
been constructed in 1874 as the second E. N. Fish & Co. Store (FL-25), and was one of the oldest commercial buildings 
in town (Sobin 1981).

The post-war period brought an unprecedented building boom to Florence. Several factors triggered the activity. 
Veterans returned home, established families, and sought housing. The local Chamber of Commerce lobbied to convert 
the former POW camp to a facility for first-offenders and juveniles, thus bringing new jobs and dollars to the community 
(Arizona Blade-Tribune, 8/9/1946:1 and 10/3/1947:1). Highway 80 was officially opened, placing Florence squarely along 
a major Mexico-Canada route (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 8/30/1946:1). A federal prison was also established near town, 
creating new jobs and further stimulating the economy (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 11/23/1951:1).

A spirit of prosperity pervading the town in the post-war period translated into new construction. Along Main Street rose 
buildings to serve Surety Title & Trust (FL-122, 1947), O'Betka Realty (FL-113, 1948), Clemans Motors (FL-141, 1949; 
and FL-143, 1949), the Clemans Cattle Company (FL-142, 1949), the Town of Florence (FL-114, 1948; and FL-115, 
1953), the Masonic Lodge (FL-150, 1949), and the U.S. Postal Service (FL-117, 1951). Substantial new homes also 
appeared in the district during this period (FL-104, 1949; FL-103, 1950; FL-101, c1945; FL-102, c1945; FL-128, c1949; 
andFL-170,c1948).

Building activity diminished after about 1953 but did not entirely cease. Each later decade saw the addition of a small 
number of buildings. After the townsite was designated "historic" in the early 1980s, people began to view the district as 
an attractive area for reinvestment. Fortunately, the district was, by then, controlled by a design ordinance, and so the 
resulting new construction was compatible with the historic neighborhood.

The end of the historic period saw the rise in Florence-although not in the district--of a major new construction trend. 
Large developers started building on new housing tracts. Agricultural land that had sustained Florence for decades was 
converted to residential use as the town continued to grow. The Del E. Webb Company announced the development of 
150 dwellings on 14 acres purchased from a cotton farmer on Butte Avenue west of town (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 
12/5/1952:1). Smith & Son, Contractors, erected a model home and drew plans for 20 additional houses on a five-acre 
tract near Butte Avenue and Bush Street (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 2/15/1952:1). As the historic period closed, the town 
had a population of approximately 2,000 (Arizona Blade-Tribune, 2/2/1951) and a prison population nearly half that large 
(Arizona Blade-Tribune, 1/9/1948:3).
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Association with Important Individuals: Significance under Criterion B

The Florence Townsite Historic District qualifies for the National Register under Criterion B for its association with 
individuals who have played important roles in local, state, and even national history. Some key individuals are 
highlighted below, in alphabetical order. The information is from Sobin (1977 and 1981) unless otherwise cited.

Aguiles Arriola was a prominent businessman and leader of the Hispanic community who ran the Cosmopolitan Store for 
many years (beginning in 1900). One of his sons, Gus Arriola, developed the nationally-syndicated comic strip "Gordo." 
The comic strip reflected (in disguised form) the bicultural life, times, and characters of early twentieth century Florence. 
The Arriola family home was FL-99.

Rollin C. Brown was a newspaperman who chronicled the Florence scene from 1877 to 1894. He was part owner of the 
town's first paper (the Arizona Citizen) and then editor of its second (the Enterprise) during the canal boom period (1887- 
1894). His residence was FL-13; his office was FL-35.

William Clarke, a mining engineer for the Silver King Mine, started building his elegant adobe home (FL-23) in 1884 
shortly before his wedding. He used the second floor as an assay office. Clarke's major contribution to the area was 
conducting a detailed study of the mineral potential of local mining districts.

John P. Clum was owner, editor, and publisher of the town's first newspaper. He printed the Arizona Citizen from his 
house (FL-12) during the peak years of the Silver King mining boom. While serving as San Carlos Indian Agent in 1877, 
he had arrested Apache renegade Geronimo, a feat that brought Clum lasting fame throughout the territory (Arizona 
Blade-Tribune, 5/6/1932:1).

Elmer W. Coker moved to Florence in 1907 (FL-151). A successful rancher, Coker was also an attorney specializing in 
land and water rights. Coker served as Pinal County delegate to the Arizona Constitutional Convention in 1910 and 
helped draft the state constitution. In 1917 he helped found the Pinal Cattle Growers' Association. He is considered to be 
the father of the Arizona Corporation Commission. When he died in Florence in 1935, his body lay in state in the Capitol 
rotunda; his funeral was the largest that Florence had ever seen (Arizona Cattlelog 1965).

Joseph Collingwood was an early community leader and businessman. In 1868 he opened a branch of Tucson's E. N. 
Fish & Company store, and later became its sole owner. He was the town's first Postmaster. He built the first two-story 
house (FL-98), which long served as the community's residential show place.

Father Andre Echallier was the town's first clergyman. Securing a conveyance of land from Lev! Ruggles, Echallier in 
1870 constructed the Chapel of the Gila (FL-51, eastern portion) and served as its priest. In 1871, Echallier used the 
chapel to baptize a Yavapai Indian boy, named Wassaja, who had been captured and sold to an itinerant photographer. 
The boy would grow fo be Carlos Montezuma, a physician and nationally-known advocate for Indian rights.
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John Keating was proprietor of the Tunnel Saloon on Main Street during the fatal Gabriel-Phy gunfight of 1888. Keating 
later became a successful real estate entrepreneur, captain of the local National Guard, and politician: He served as a 
member of the 23rd Territorial Legislature, as Final County Supervisor, and as Town Councilman and Mayor (1918 to 
1922). His long-time residence was FL-4.

Charles G. Mason was one of Florence's first pioneers. He is believed to have built one of the first buildings in the district 
(FL-94), later used as a GLO building. In the mid 1870s, Mason was one of the discoverers of the Silver King Mine, a 
resource that contributed mightily to the prosperity of the region for over a decade.

Attorney Ernest W. McFarland practiced law in Florence during the 1920s (FL-29 and FL-38). Making Florence his home, 
he then served in a series of increasingly powerful positions, including County Attorney, Arizona Supreme Court Justice, 
Governor of Arizona, and United States Senator. He is widely acknowledged as a main author of the Gl Bill of Rights. In 
1974 he purchased the First Final County Courthouse and donated it to the Arizona State Parks Board; the restored 
property (FL-15) is now named for him.

Granville Oury, a native Virginian, served as Arizona delegate to the Confederate Congress in 1861. Moving to Florence 
in 1885, the prominent attorney and real estate promoter made the former Walker House (FL-48) his long-time 
residence. Oury held a wide variety of public offices, including District Court judge, Territorial legislator, Speaker of the 
House, Territorial Attorney General, and Pinal County Attorney.

Levi Ruggles is generally regarded as the founder of Florence. He was a Civil War veteran, carpenter, schoolteacher, 
and surveyor who came to Arizona Territory in 1866 as an Indian agent. Starting in 1868, he was the first to lay out lots in 
Florence and to promote their sale. During his local career, Ruggles served as Probate Judge, Territorial legislator, and 
GLO Registrar. He may have lived first in the Mason House (FL-94), but soon built a larger home on adjacent land (FL- 
95). He also drew the plans for the First Pinal County Courthouse (FL-15, 1877).

John D. Walker arrived in the Gila Valley with the California Volunteers in 1862, and stayed on as a physician to the 
Pima Indians at Sacaton. He wrote the first Piman grammar, and raised a company of Pima soldiers for the Arizona 
Volunteers, serving as their captain in the Apache campaign. Moving to Florence, Walker became Justice of the Peace, 
holding court in his house (FL-48). He also served as Pinal County Surveyor and as the County's second Probate Judge. 
In the latter capacity, he filed the application for the original Florence Townsite patent in 1877.

Thomas Weedin was an entrepreneur, politician, and tireless town booster during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. He held mining interests, ran a local essay office, and managed and edited two newspapers (the Enterprise 
from 1881 to 1887, followed by the Blade-Tribune from 1901-1913). He was the town's first mayor. He also served as a 
Pinal County Supervisor, Clerk of the U.S. Court, and Territorial legislator. He played a major role in convincing the 
legislature to move the Territorial prison from Yuma to Florence. The best surviving property associated with Weedin is 
the building that housed his office (FL-35).
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Architectural Importance: Significance under Criterion C

The architecture of the Florence Townsite Historic District is described in detail in Section 7 of this nomination. The 
district retains the basic fabric of an early Territorial town, and also contains examples of nearly every major vernacular 
tradition and architectural style utilized in Arizona during the Territorial and early Statehood periods; thus it qualifies for 
the National Register under Criterion C.

As Sobin (1981) has stated, the district is one of few locations in southern Arizona that fully demonstrates a regional 
evolutionary sequence. The sequence began with an early period of acculturation, when the first Anglo and Mexican- 
American pioneers adopted Hispanic architectural forms relying on materials immediately at hand and on Mexican adobe 
masons who used traditional techniques. The sequence continued with a period of cultural fusion, when Hispanic adobe 
wall-building was combined with Anglo-American framed roofs, the latter facilitated by the availability of dimensioned 
lumber and Anglo carpenters. The sequence culminated with a period of cultural importation, characterized by a 
sequence of styles that relied on manufactured materials and non-regional concepts. The architecture of Florence thus 
graphically illustrates the development pattern of a bicultural American community.

The district is notable for its unusually long and strong tradition of earthen architecture. Adobe was used to construct not 
only the first buildings in the district, but also some of its last. The persistence of this material in the architectural 
inventory of Florence relates both to its appropriateness for the Sonoran Desert, and to generations of local tradesmen
who kept their craft alive. :i

The district is also notable because it contains fine examples of particular architectural styles. For example, the Second 
Final County Courthouse (FL-43) is one of the strongest expressions of American-Victorian.architecture in Arizona. 
Designed by James M. Creighton of Phoenix, the ornately-detailed brick courthouse features a mansard roof and 
exuberant clock tower. Other architectural treasures of the district include the Sonoran-style Chapel of the Gila (FL-51), 
the Mission Revival-style Second Catholic Church of the Assumption (FL-50), the Spanish Colonial Revival-style 
Women's Club (FL-5), and the Pueblo Revival-style Christ Episcopal Church (FL-144).

Archaeological Importance: Significance under Criterion D

As discussed in Section 7, the district includes six small historical-archaeological sites (FL-94, 95, 96, 97, 98, and 99). 
The sites have been identified through historical research as the remains of (respectively) an 1866-1867 building that 
later became a General Land Office, the 1869 Ruggles house, a circa 1870 public building (girls' school and/or part of the 
first jail), the 1883 Doran house (later the County Home for the Elderly), the 1878 Collingwood/Bamrick/Stevens house; 
and the 1887 Stone/Arriola house. The sites today appear as slightly mounded areas containing fragments of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century artifacts. The buildings they represent became vacant and derelict in the mid- 
twentieth century, and were demolished during the period from about 1940 to 1968. No new construction has occurred on 
the sites, which appear archaeologically undisturbed. The sites are significant under Criterion D for their potential to yield 
important data concerning the material culture and activities of bicultural Florence from 1866 to about 1920.
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Photographic Information

Items 1-5 apply to all photographs:

1. Florence Townsite Historic District
2. Pinal County, A2
3. Pat H. Stein, Arizona Preservation Consultants, Flagstaff, AZ 86004
4. 2003
5. Town of Florence, 775 North Main Street, Florence, AZ 85232

6. View showing general character and setting of the district, view west/northwest (taken from Courthouse, FL-43)
7. Photo 1

6. View showing general character and setting of the district, view northwest (taken from Courthouse, FL-43)
7. Photo 2

6. Streetscape showing (left to right), McFarland State Historic Park and 500 North Main Street, view northwest
7. Photo 3

6. Streetscape showing commercial buildings along North Main Street, view south
7. Photo 4

6. Streetscape showing commercial buildings along North Main Street, view southwest
7. PhotoS

6. Streetscape showing (left to right) houses and offices at 191,175, and 141 North Bailey Street, view southeast
7. Photo 6

6. Streetscape showing 291 North Bailey Street, with Courthouse in distance to right, view southeast
7. Photo 7

6. Streetscape showing commercial buildings along North Main Street, view north/northwest
7. Photo 8

6. View showing (left to right) commercial buildings at 30, 40, and 50 North Main Street, view southwest
7. Photo 9

6. View showing (left to right) residences at 188 and 144 South Willow Street, view northwest
7. Photo 10
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