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Cambridge KRA  
Town Cambridge, Mass, 

I Address l 6 5 ^ Massachusetts Avenue 

I Historic Name The Dunvegan 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo auaber 55-18A 
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I DESCRIPTION: 
I 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's locatioa ia relatioa 
to aearest cross streets aad/or 
geographical features. ladicate 
all buildiags betweea iaveatoried 
property aad aearest iatersectioa. 
ladicate aorth. 

Use: Preseat_ 

Origiaal 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l 

Date 1898 

Source b u i l d i n g permi t 

Sty 1 e I t a l i a n Renaissance 

Architect W.M. Bacon 

Exterior wall fabric_  

Outbuildiags NA 

b r i c k 

SEE ATTACHED MAP Major alteratioas (with dates) 

Recorded by T. Alduino 

Orgaaizatioa Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Com. 

Date 1985 

Moved no Date NA 

Approx. acreage_ . 2066 acres 

UTM 19/325370/4694090 

USGS Quad: Bo.ton North (staple additioaal sheetV here)' turrapa^tment^hous^s'; 
including the Bay State, Dunvegar 

Settiag Today the northern part of 

Massachusetts AVQ. towards Porter 
Square i s largeley a commercial 
s t r i p interspersed with a few wel 
preserved Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival mansions. Closer to Har-
vard Square, the Avenue i s anchor 
by several notable early 20th cen 

Montrose and the Harvard. 



RC-:iTECTUK.U SIGN'IFICANCE (Describe iJiportant_ architectural features said '̂ ^ >. • 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the conmunity.) 

The Dunvegan i s a s ix story yellow-grey br ick bu i ld ing that e f f ec ­
t i v e l y wraps around i t s corner l o t . I t a l i a n Renaissance de ta i l s include 
rust icated f i r s t two s to r ies , a copper cornice wi th modi l l ions , d i f f e r e n ­
t i a t ed window treatments on each story and be l t courses. The center 
entrance i s "recessed behind a limestone arch. As such, the Dunvegan --
i s s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n C. ,, . ,V 

"-^ f. • • : y ' - ' Z ' Z. ' 

ISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state _ 
historv' and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

. The Dunvegan, along wi th i t s neighbor, the Montrose, were the f i r s t 
luxury, French f l a t apartment houses constructed i n Cambridge. O r i g i ­
n a l l y , the bui ldings had two uni t s to a f l o o r , each.with ten.xooms-_ 
The Dunvegan had two-room, "bachelor" apartments also. A f t e r the t u rn 
of the century, Massachusetts Avenue's large homesteads increasingly 
gave way to apartment bui ldings and .then commercial development, as 
the t r o l l e y brought i n a d i f f e r e n t class of residents. For i t s impor­
tance i n understanding t h i s process of t ransformation along Mass. Ave., 
the Dunvegan is s i g n i f i c a n t under C r i t e r i o n A. -4,% ,v 

^ ' ' y • • ..4-. ' 
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IBLIOGRAPHy and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t ip le Resource Atea 
State MASSACHUSETTS ~ 

Nomination/Type of Review 

X^r'lSl. Cambridge Common Historic District ^lo^aj^h^^ gyct^^^^^^^^ll^i^^ (JzCiA 
(Boundary I n c r e a s e ) ^ o . „ ^ „ . . •^**«t©r ' 

" A t t e s t \ 

(^-7) Keeper IcZLuA JjjAA/, f / l ' f / ^ 

Date/Signature 

172. Dana-Palmer House 
Sô -e1»*n+lT« »evte« 

173. Dunvegan, The 

Attest 
Entered I B tHi / 
national Re«i«t«l» yf^^^per 

174. E l i o t Hal l at Radc l i f f e College 
Entered la 
Hatlwial Befflstffr 

175. Follen Street Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t 

Attest 

cjy.eeper 

yy 

Attest • 

Keeper ^(ZhjJ). j / l f f a 

176. Fogg Art Museum Entered In tin 
Attest sy¥^ 

•peeper X 7 j ^ L ^ M . . < . ^ ^ K ^ J ^ / ^ < ^ 

Attest 
177. Gray Gardens East and West H. Dist. 

za^^ ŷ  iBi 

Attest 

178. Harvard Union 

Attest 

^A 

17.. Hapgood, RiCard, .use . W . . O O ^ ^ ^ Y ^ s / , / ^ 

180. Jarv is , The 

Attest 

lartwrt t f f I f c • ^ ^ e e p e r 

^ Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" Jum 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

' ^ ' -vy: 

• -A 

Dunvegan, The (Cambridge MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS ; 1 

mi resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample C l request 

Working No 
Fed. Reg 
Date Due 

_ Action: 

Eatered in -titt 
Natleaal fiefflstar 

•It; 

APt̂  •//, _ 

: ^yzyll — .6//9zyt, 
.t-rACCEPT ^ -7-9 ~eH^ 

Federal Agency: 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 

O appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZ] good 

• fair 

1 I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked Z . 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 8 0 

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet 







Cambridge Mass, 
Cambridge MRA 
THE DUNVEGAN 
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Ijdse: C i ty o f Cdiiibridge 
Assessor 's Plans 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 

y 


