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NATI ONAL REG STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The First Congregational Church of Waltham possesses integrity of location, design, na-
terials, workmanship, feeling and associations. | ti ssignificant as thesecond religious
body formed i nthetown, known as t he Second Religious Society; as such i t has a strong
relationship tothepopulationexplosion i nthepresent town center triggered by the pros-
perity of t heBoston Manufacturing Conpany i ntheearly 19th century. Tne church also pos-
sesses architectural significance as a harnonious blend of Ronmanesque and Georgian Revival
elements. The original design was by noted church architect and ordained (1862) Unitaiiian
clergyman, Thomas W Silloway of Boston; rmuch remains intact. The church thus nmeets criteria
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARHTECIURL. SGNHCANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

The First Congregational Church stands on t hesouth side of Main Street two blocks west of
City Hall (Area A). Unlike itscomercial neighbors, i ti sset back fromthestreet and i s
fronted by a lawn. |t spresent appearance results from a 1925 Georgian Revival stylere-
model ing of an 1870 Italianate style structure. The facade of this imposing church building
consists of a gable-end nave flanked by a bell tower totheeast and a two story wing to the
west. Original elements include t hebracketed sanctuary gable and i t sfascia enfranenent,
the segmental arched entry with paneled door, and t hebasic configuration of thetower. .
Later Georgian Revival style features include thelarge Palladian w ndow with balcony over
the entry, as well as thealteration of wi ndow openings and t headdition of classical cor-
nices and pilasters tothetower. The tower i ssurnounted by an octagonal spire, and pre-
sumably, t he same weat hervane that originally belonged totheFirst Society of Waltham The
interior of thesanctuary has also been altered with Georgian Revival style features such as
a coffered nave ceiling and paired lonic colums carrying round-headed arches.

H STCRI CAL- SI GNLFI CANCE  Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and howt he .
building relates t ot hedevel opnent of t hecomunity. "

The First Congregational Church traces it sorigins to 1820 when t he Second Religious Society
was set of f from theoriginal First Parish Church (seeform #100). The denmand for another
parish was precipitated by t he 1813 establishment of t heBoston Manufacturing Conpany whose
success | edt omjor populationincreases, especially i nthevicinity of thepresent town
center. A meetinghouse was constructed on Church Street. Five years later, thecontroversy
between Unitarian and Trinitarian beliefs broke out i nNew England, |eading toa breaki n
the newly formed Society. The first mnister Sewell Harding was dismssed and part of the
congregation went with himtoform theTrinitarian Congregational Church; they built a
church at thecorner of Main and Heard Streets (opposite Lynman Street HD. -Area D). This
church formed thefirst Sunday School i nVWalthami n 1822.

By 1868, t hechurch had outgrown itssite and t hecornerstone of thepresent church was laid
on July 19, 1870. The wood-frame building was constructed at an estimted cost of $50, 000.
The original Rormanesque Revival style design was by TW Silloway of Boston, with Cenent S
Creay of Lawrence as contractors. |1 n 1899, theinterior was renondel ed and new wi ndows were
installed.

In 1906 t he schism between t he Second Religious Society and t heTritarian Congregational
Church was healed. The Society was dissolved and t hechurch was incorporated as t he First
Congregational Church of WAltham

(cont)
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Historical Significance (cont)

In 1925, t hechurch, which was undergoing renovation, was danmaged by fire. The present
har moni ous CGeorgian Revival style elenents were added t ofacade, tower and nave at that

time. 1 n 1955, the church becane part of the merger of t he Congregational and evangel -
ical reformed churches toformthe United Church of Christ.

775 N ejzyyan,

CONGRIGATIONAL CHURCH, MAIN STREET.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g,
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