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[NAME 
HISTORIC 

Mechanics Block Historic D i s t r i c t (Enlarged) 
AND/OR COMMON 

same 

[LOCATION 
STREET& NUMBER 

38-52 Union Street _ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Lawrence VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

5 th 

STATE 
Massachusetts 

CODE COUNTY CODE 
0 2 5 Essex 009 V 

CLASSIFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

i^DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

SITE 

—OBJECT 

O W N E R S H I P 

—PUBLIC 

?LPRIVATE 

—BOTH 

P U B L I C A C Q U I S I T I O N 

—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

S T A T U S 

-^OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

A C C E S S I B L E 

—YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

P R E S E N T U S E 

AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

5LC0MMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

X.PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

QOWNER OF PROPERTY 
^'^'^^ m u l t i p l e (see c o n t i n u a t i o n s h e e t ) 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN 
*' VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Q L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Essex Coun ty N o r t h R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

STREET & NUMBER 
381 Common S t r e e t 

CITY, TOWN 
Lawrence 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE I n v e n t o r y o f H i s t o r i c A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth - , ' ' • • 

DATE 
1977 —FEDERAL X-STATE —COUNTY — LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

CITY, TOWN 
B o s t o n 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X 
.EXCELLENT 

GOOD 

FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

C H E C K ONE 

' —UNALTERED 

X_ALTERED • 

C H E C K ONE 

X_ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mechanics Block Historic D i s t r i c t i s located just west of the Lawrence Machine 
Shop i n the center of Lawrence. The original nominated d i s t r i c t i s catposed of 
34 houses on two long sides of a c i t y block. The section proposed as an addition 
to the d i s t r i c t consists of 8 houses on Union Street, the eastern end of the 
block. The remaining 8 houses on the western side of the block have been so 
altered so as to precltide consideration for inclusion. 

The block i s divided by two alleys to the rear of the houses on the eastern and 
western end. Another alley runs east to west between the two alleys. The 
attached row houses are typically brick 2̂5 stories, ridge roofed and three bays 
wide with a single triangular dormer above the center bay. Fenestration i s 
framed by granite l i n t e l s and s i l l s . Doorways i n neighboring houses are paired 
i n adjoining bays. Doors are flanked by sidelights and topped by six l i g h t 
transoms. To the rear of the houses are Ih or 2 story e l l s housing kitchens. 

Houses have been altered with the addition of bracketed hoods over some entrys, 
new fenestration, removal of chimneys and new roofing materials. The t h i r d 
floor of 40 Union Street was extended. The facade of 44 Union Street has been 
extended out to the sidewalk to house a storefront. The upper floors of the 
facade i s sheathed i n clapboards. A one story addition has been added to the 
facade of 48 Union Street. 

.3 

'•ML: 

.... i i t a ; . •i.jM^afcJitsB 



SIGNIFICANCE If! 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

— 1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

X.1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

JiARCHITECTURE . ., 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

J5C0MMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X_INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1847 BUILDER/ARCHITECT H a r r i s o n Clement & W i l l i a m Page 
B u i l d e r s 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mechanics Block Historic D i s t r i c t i s significant as an architectural remnant 
of the f i r s t period of American industrial developnent. The d i s t r i c t provides 
an insight into the hierarchical and highly organized, patriarchal industrial 
conraunity. 

The proposed addition to the d i s t r i c t of eight units on Union Street i s irtportant 
to perserve the design integrity of the block. 

The substantially unaltered Mechanics Block survives as an excellent exanple 
of New England factory dwelling. These single family rov^ouses were b u i l t by 
the Essex Gcxtpany, founders of Lawrence, i n 1847 to acccanodate the families of 
mechanics errployed i n that corpany's machine shop. In 1853, the Essex Corpany 
sold the Mechanics Block to i t s a f f i l i a t e , the Lawrence Machine Conpany. In 
keeping with the Essex Ccnpany paternalism, the deed required that the rowhouses 
be used exclusively for the skilled craftsmen errployed at the Lawrence Machine 
Ccffrpany. I t also prohibited any sale of the IVfechanics Block independent of 
the entire plant and stipulated that, i f not properly maintained, the property 
would revert to Essex Caipany care. This not only entailed responsibility for 
public health but also required that no one use the bttildings for private com­
mercial purposes. . v . 

The Machine Ccannpany reserved the rov\*iouses for the aristocrats of i t s labor 
force. These predominately English, Scottish and native American overseers, 
carpenters, mechanics and boilermakers worked on the loccmotives, steam engines 
and McKay sewing machines produced i n the Machine Company's nearby factory. Eadi 
of the dwellings rented for $80 annually. 

The 1857 depression, labor shortages and outstanding b i l l s bankrupted the 
Lawrence Machine Corpany. By 1859 the Everett Mills had purchased the corpany. 
Like i t s predecessor, the Everett Mills reserved the lyfechanics Block for i t e 
highly skilled craftsrren. As the new c i t y grew into a major t e x t i l e center, 
native American, English, Scots and a few I r i s h workers occupied the block. 

By 1857, most of the block was the property of the Everett Mills and Washington 
Mills. The l a t t e r were the owners of the eight Union Street ravUnouses. In 
keeping with the tradition, the Mechanics Block houses were used for skilled 
craftsmen. Since many of these people were Irish-Americans, ethnic solidarity 
encoixraged them to stay i n the Mechanics Block, rather than move to newer homes 
in other parts of Lawrence. During the 1890's the Block housed the I r i s h , 
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Mechanics Block Historic D i s t r i c t (Enlarged) 8 1 ' 

British and French vrorkers, v^o conprised Lawrence's middle and lower middle class. 
Although the Everett Mills owned ten of the houses along Orchard Street u n t i l 
the 1930's, a l l the Washington Mills' buildings were privately owned by 1896. 

As Lawrence entered the 20th century, Irish-Americans dominated the Mechanics 
Block. Service rather than managerial personnel became the largest occupational 
group. By 1917, the neighborhood was well on the way to becoming the I t a l i a n -
American cotimunity that i t i s today. : 
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Names and Addresses of Property Owners of 38-52 Union Street 

38 Union Street: Orazio F i s i c h e l l i 

40 " 

42 " 

44 " 

46 " 

48 " 

50 " 

52 " 

38 Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 

Rosario DiFrancesco 
40 Union Street ^ 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 

Sebastina Russo 
42 Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 

/ 

Carmela Gangi 
87 E. Haverhill Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 

Same as above 

J Rosario Nicotra 
50 Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 

Carmela Mazzagilia 
Santo Mazzagilia 
52 Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 
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' o-Lc ^L .̂v...c.ĉ t L-voC^^^^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTOHIAIN 

OTHER 

fL|p(i£AftJl^ iLjcaxuAua bN -̂̂ UA;̂  bi. . .AA^ REVIEW m i x CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

I HEREBY CERTIFY TIIAT THIS BOUNDARY REVISION IS ACCEPTED 

ATTEST 

OF THE NAT: NATIONAL REGISTER 

Pole CHIEF, BRANCH OF REGISTRATION 

mSLJ^eKMJ[&-m„f iL .FIL VJITH,.XHE._NATIOMI*_EiSJ 
Sta te n o t i f i e d / Federal ReRister 

DATE 7 > 

DATE 

I N T : 5 8 0 - 7 8 

Control Cards y ADP 





















P A U L GUZZ I 

/ / / 

May 17, 1978 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, Heritage Conservation and 
Recreation Service 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the nomination form for an addition to the 
Mechanics Block Historic District in Lawrence. I t has been reviewed 
by the State Review Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation 
Officer. 

We woiold appreciate an expeditious re\d.ew of this nomination, as we would 
like to allocate a fiscal year 1979 grant to properties in this area. 

I f you have any questions, we w i l l be more than happy to answer them. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding v t - • . • v • - • • 
Acting Survey Director 

Massachusetts Historical Commission ' ' 

CB/ad 
Ends. ' ,̂  
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

-> STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Mechanics Block Historic Di s t r i c t Lawrence 
Essex County 

The boundary Increase for the Mechanics Block 
Historic D i s t r i c t , Essex County, was approvetd 
July 7, 1978. I 

Also Notified 

^ /978 

NR Byers/bjr 7/12/78 



0MB Approval No. 29-R0218 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 

»• Q PREAPPLICATION 
ACTION |x] APPLICATION 

' r o ^ i t r • '^OT'I'-i^TION OF INTOn (Opt) 
l l l V " ' • REPORT OF FEDER.SL ACTION 

2. APPU-
CANT'S 
APPLI­
CATION 

(. NUMBER 

b. DATE 
Year month day 

19 77 03 09 

3. S T K . I L 
APPLICA­
TION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

•. NUMBER 

75050496 
DATE fear month day 

ASSIGNED 19 75 0 6 1 6 

Leave 
Blank 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

t . Applictnt Nun 

b. Organiution Unit : 

c. Stre«t/P,0. Box 

4. City : 

f. Stat* 

b. Contict Person (^^anw 
£ telephone No.) : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

294 Washington Street 
Boston •. County : Suffolk 
Massachusetts g. ziPCod*: 02108 
Elizabeth Reed Amadon, S.H.P.O. 
(617) 727-8470 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

046-002-284 

PRO. 
GRAM 

(Prom 

Catalog) 

1. NUMBER 1 5 • 9 0 4 
b. TITU 

H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT 

Mechanics Block His t o r i c D i s t r i c t Development 
Project, Lawrence, Essex county 

"Repair the slate roofs, repoint the masonry, 
repaint the woodwork and replace the f r o n t fence 
where necessary." Source of non-federal match i s 
the Community Development Block Grant funds. 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-State 
B-lntcrstits.> 
C-Su!utats 

DiUrict 
D-County 
E-City 
F-School District 
G-SpKial Purpos* 

District 

H-Community Action Aganqr 
I- Higher Eduuiional Institution 
i-Indian Trita ^.^ 
K-Other {Specify): ' ' 

Enter appropriate Utter A 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant D-lnsuranc« 
B-SupplemanUI Grant E-Other Enter appro-
C-Loan priate letterd) 0 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT {Names of cities, eotinties. 
States, etc.) 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

5,689,170 

12- TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-Now C-Revlslon E-Augmentation 
B-Ren«wal D-Continultlon 

Enter appropriate letter 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYP^'iOF CHANGE (for Itc or lie) 

I . FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

11,600 .CO 
11,600.00 

.00 

.00 

I . APPLICANT 

9 
16. PROJECT START 

DATE Year month day 
19 s e e # 3 4 

b. PROJECT 

17, PROJECT 
DURATION 

3 6 Months 

A-lncressa Dollars 
B-Dacress') Dollars 
C-lncre?so Duration 
D-Oecrosa Duration 
E-Cancellation 

F-Othar {Specify): 

Enter appro-
priate Utter(s) 

e. OTHER .00 

TOTAL 23 ,200.00 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
EE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^ 

Year month day 

19 77 03 09 
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

25-76-00481-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST {Name, City, State. ZIP code) 

National Park Service, Washington D.C. 20240 
21 . REMARKS ADDED 

• Y«s 13 No 

22. 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

a. To th? bast cf irrj knowledza and balitf, 
data In this preapplication/ap^iliution are 
trua and correct, the document has been 
duly suthcrizsd by the governing body ef 
fie appliccnt and tha applicant will comply 
with tha ctiached assurances if the tsaist-
ince is approved. 

b. If reqaircd by 0MB CircuUr A-95 this application was submltttd, pursuant to in­
structions therein, to ipproprlate clearinghouses and all responaas are attached: 

(1) O f f i c e o f S ta te P lanning 
(2) 
(3) 

No re-
tponie 

a 
D 
n 

Reaponsu 
attached 

a 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

I . TYPED NAME AND TIT1£ 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec. 
D i r . and S.H.P.O. 

b. SIGNATURE e. DATE SIGNED 
year montA day 

19 77 03 09 

24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l Park Service 

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants A d m i n i s t r a t i o n D i v . 

25. APPLICA- Yemr montA day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 7 7 Q f i Q l 

28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 
IDENTIFICATION 

29. ADDRESS 

3.8th & C s t s . . N.W.. Washington. D.C. 20240 
30. FEDERAL GRANT 

25'-^fnOTf-00 
31 . ACTION TAKEN 

^ t . AWASDED 

• b. REJEaED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d. DEFERRED 

• •. WITHDRAWN 

32. FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

c. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

e. OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

n .fino £0 

23.20Q 

.00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

33. ACTION DATE > 

year nunttA day 

" 77 07 2R 
34. year montA day 
STARTING _ ^ 

DATE 19 77 07 28 
35. CONTACT rOfl ADDITIONAL INFORMA­

TION {Name and tetephime mumber) 

Stephen D. Newman 
(202) 523-5472 

36. year momik day 
ENDING „ ^ 
DATE 19 8 0 0 7 2 7 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

38. 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
Af-95 ACTION 

a. In taking ebove action, any comments received from clearlnihcoui were con­
sidered. If (iganqr response ia due un<ier prsvisiona ot Part 1, OMO Circular A-93, 
It has been or is being made. 

FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
{Name and telephone no.) 

same as #35 

424-101 , . 2
r- n O I O I n n STANDARD FOrjM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 

• K > 7 ^ ~ U U 4 0 i ^ v U Prueribei by GSA. Federal Manatement Ctrenlar 7t-T 



PH00063ig CORRECTION:. Boundary Revision 

^ N A M E as i t appears on federal register: 
Mechanics Block H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s 

NATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
^ O T H E R NAMES'. 

c i t y / t o w n 
Lawrence 

OVWNER •PRiVMt u^ i« i t LJMUNICIPAL •COUNTY DMULTIPLE u î.l.chM.^^s^ '̂y name). 

(§) LOCATION street & number 
(add) 38-52 Union S t . 

v i c i n i t y of state 

MA 

lEXISTING SURVEYS QHABS DHAER D N H I |(j^FUNDED? •YES D N O | @ C O N G R E S S . DISTRICT 

F y f i i i i l f f " ^ 

county 

Essex 

(®)NPS RiciON-

DADMINISTRATOR- . . 

ISOURCEof NOMINATION • STATE • FEDERAL.

) CONDITION 
• excellent
• good
• f a i r

• deteriorated
• r u i n s
• unexposed
• unexoavated

• altered Q o r i g i n a l site 
• unaltered • m o v e d
• reconstructed G u n k n o w n
• excavated

if state who prepared form? 

• LOCAL • PRIVATE ORGANIZATION

(^features: .̂•SUBSTANTIAILY INTACT-1 ojDSUBSTANTIAlLY INTACT-2 waSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
2nN0TINTACT-O 

|!fQUNKN0WN-5 >QUNKN0WN-6
? • NOT APPLICABLE-7 SONOT APPLICABLE-8 5 • NOT APPLICABLE - 9 

2DN0T INTACT-O 

u|nUNKN0WN-4 

©•NOT INTACT -O 

^ A C C E S S D Y E S - R e s t r i c t e d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • No Access • U r i k n o w n |@ADAPTIVE USE DYES • N O SAVED? • Y E S IS PROPERTY A H I S T O R I C DISTRICT? • yes ^ 0 0 

@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-preliistoric-2 •COMMERCE-8

• ARCHEOLOGY-historic-1 •COMMUNICATIONS-

• AGRICULTURE-3 • CONSERVATION - 8 

• ARCHITECTURE-4 •ECONOMICS-9

• ART-5 • EDUCATION-10

• ENGINEERING-11

• ENTERTAINMENT-26
• EXPLORATION-12

• HEALTH-27

• INDUSTRY-13
• INVENTI0N-t4

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.-15 • POLITICS/GOVT." 21 • RECREATION-28

• LAW-16 •REllGION-22 • SETTLEMENT-29

• LITERATURE-17 • SCIENCE-23 • URBAN PLAMNING-31
• MILITARY-18 • SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY)

• MUSIC-19 • SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30
• PHILOSOPHY-20 • TRANSPORlATION-25

CLAIMS' , exp la in 
f i r s t ' • 

' o ldes t ' • 

•only' •

^ f u n c t i o n s 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: 

^ d a t e s of initial cinstruction: 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

^ E T H N I C GROUP 
^ ASSOCIATION 

^ arch i tec tura l s tyle (s): ^ a r c h i t e c t : ^ m a s t e r builder: ^ e n g i n e e r : 

^ landscape architect / garden designer: ^ i n t e r i o r decorator: ^ a r t i s t : p a r t i s a n : ^bu i lde r /oon t r ao to r : 

I N A M E S give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

^ N A T I O N A L REGISTER W R I T E - U P 

raviawvrs i n i t i a l s . . d a t a . • IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBERl. PUT ON REVERSEI




