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The Mechani cs Bl ock Historic District i slocated just west of t he Lawence Machi ne
Shop i nthecenter of Lawence. The original nomnated district i scatposedof

34 houses on two long sides of acity block. The section proposedas anaddition
to thedistrict consists of 8 houses on Union Street, theeastern endof the

bl ock. The remaining 8 houses onthewestern side of theblock have been so
altered soas toprecltide consideration for inclusion.

The block i s divided by twoalleystotherear of t he houses onthe eastern and
western end. Another alley runs east t owest betweenthetwoalleys. The
attached rowhouses aretypically brick 25stories, ridge roofed andthree bays
wi de with a singletriangular dormer above t he center bay. Fenestrationi s
franmed by granite lintels andsills. Doorways i nneighboring houses are paired
in adjoining bays. Doors areflanked by sidelights and topped by six |ight
transoms. To therear of thehouses arelh or 2 story ells housing kitchens.

Houses have been alteredwith the additionof bracketed hoods over sone entrys,
new fenestration, renoval of chinmmeys and newroofingmaterials. The third
floor of 40 Uni on Street was extended. The facade of 44 Uni on Street has been
extended out t ot he sidewal k t o house a storefront. The upper floors of the
facade i s sheathed i nclapboards. A one story additionhas been added t o t he
facade of 48 Uni on Street.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mechanics Bl ock Historic District issignificant asanarchitectural remant
of the first period of Anerican industrial devel opnent. The district provides
an insight into the hierarchical andhighly organized, patriarchal industrial
conraunity.

The proposed additiont othe district of eight units on Union Street is irtportant
to perserve the design integrity of the block.

The substantially unaltered Mechanics Block survives as anexcel |l ent exanple

of NewEngland factory dwelling. These single fam |y rov*ouses were built by
the Essex &xtpany, founders of Lawence, in 1847 t oacccanodate the fam lies of
mechani cs errployed i n that corpany's nmachine shop. | n1853, the Essex Corpany
sold the Mechanics Block t oi tsaffiliate, the Law ence Machi ne Conpany. | n
keeping with the Essex Ccnpany paternalism the deed required that the rowhouses
be used exclusively for the skilled craftsmen errployed at the Law ence Machi ne
Qffrpany. |t also prohibitedany sale of the I\Vfechanics Bl ock independent of

the entire plant and stipulated that, i fnot properly maintained, the property
woul d revert to Essex Cai pany care. This not only entailedresponsibility for
public health but also required that noone usethe bttildings for privatecom
mercial purposes. . \% .

The Machi ne Ganparny reserved the rov\*iouses for the aristocrats of itslabor
force. These predom nately English, Scottish andnative Arerican overseers,
carpenters, mechani cs and boi |l ermakers worked onthe |occrmotives, steamengines
and McKay sew ng machi nes produced inthe Machi ne GConpany' s nearby factory. Eadi
of the dwellings rented for $80 annually.

The 1857 depression, |abor shortages and outstanding bills bankruptedt he

Law ence Machi ne Corpany. By 1859 the Everett Mills had purchased the corpany.
Like its predecessor, the Everett Mills reserved the lyfechanics Bl ock forite
highly skilled craftsrren. Asthe newcity grewinto anmgjor textile center,
native Anerican, English, Scots and a fewlrish workers occupied the block.

By 1857, nost of the block was the property of the Everett M |ls and Washi ngton
Mills. Thelatter were the owners of the eight Union Street ravUnousss. | n
keeping with the tradition, the Mechanics Bl ock houses were used for skilled
craftsmen. Since nany of these people were Irish-Anericans, ethnic solidarity
encoi xraged themto stay i nthe Mechanics Block, rather than nove t o newer hones
in other parts of Lawence. During the 1890's the Bl ock housed the Irish,
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British and Frenchvrorkers, v~o conprised Lawence's mddle and | ower m ddle cl ass.
Al'though the Everett Mills owed t enof the houses along O-chard Street until
the 1930's, all theWshington M |ls" buildings were privately owned by 1896.

As Lawence entered the 20th century, Irish-Anericans domnated the Mechanics
Bl ock. Service rather than managerial personnel becane t he | argest occupational

group. By 1917, the neighborhood was well ontheway t o becomng the Italian-
Armerican cotinunitythat it i stoday.
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38 Union Street: Orazio Fisichelli
38 Union Street
Law ence, Massachusetts
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42 Union Street
Law ence, Massachusetts

44 " Carnel a Gangi
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Law ence, Massachusetts

46 " Sane as above
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52 " Carnela Mazzagilia
Santo Mazzagilia
52 Union Street
Law ence, Massachusetts
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May 17, 1978

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch

National Register

OMP, Heritage Conservation and
Recreation Service

Véshi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:

Encl osed youwi || find thenomnation formfor an addition to the

Mechani cs Bl ock Historic District inlLawence. |t has been reviewed

%}f/f_the State Review Board and signed by the State Historic Preservation
icer.

W& woi ol d ar)preci ate an expeditious reld.ewof this nomnation, as we would
like toallocate a fiscal year 1979 grant topropertiesinthis area.

| f you have any questions, we will be nore than happy t o answer them

Sincerely,

Christine Boul ding v t - e . e y - .
Acting Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion v

B ad
Ends. ' N
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