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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY

The Norman Brimhall House is a one-and-one-half story stone house showing the influence of the Gothic Revival style,
located along Main Street in Taylor, Arizona. The site is about 80 feet square but historically was much larger,
encompassing nearby fields and agricultural buildings now lost. The building is oriented to Main Street and has a gable-
front-and-wing form with stone walls topped by a medium pitched gable roof covered in galvanized steel panels. The house
has had substantial alterations to porches, windows, doors, and interior, but still conveys much of its original appearance
and a strong historic feeling. It is in good condition structurally.

DESCRIPTION

The Norman Brimhall House is located on the west side of Main Street (Arizona Highway 77) south of the center of
Taylor, Arizona. The present site measures about 80 feet by 80 feet with the house centered in the site. A fence of wooden
rails supported in cobblestone piers borders the street side of the site; the other boundaries are visually undefined. The
site was originally much larger, but it has been subdivided among various owners who have demolished related agricultural
buildings and constructed new buildings. There is one mature tree near the northwest corner of the site, and a concrete
walkway leading from Main Street to the front porch. A wire fence passes through the property parallel to the southern
boundary but about 10 feet from it.

The house originally had a “T” shaped footprint oriented sideways on the property such that the facade presents a
front gable with a side wing. The overall size was about 37 feet wide and 32 feet deep. A one-room, one-story addition
dating to c. 1915 extended the width of the back wing by 12 feet, slightly modifying the plan without affecting the street
facade. The foundations and walls are constructed of local coursed ashlar stone of two different varieties. A gray
sandstone predominates in lower levels of the building and a red sandstone was generally employed in upper regions. This
two tone effect apparently represents a short hiatus during construction, as the whole was constructed within a five year
period, 1890-95. The stone walls continue up about five feet above the second floor level. The walls support a wooden roof
of about 12-in-12 pitch with wood shingles in the gables. Gabled wall dormers for second floor doors and windows occur at
each roof slope; there are a total of six. The roof is covered in galvanized steel panels. The original roofing material was
probably wood shingles but the present material is quite weathered and has probably been present for many years.

The first floor window centered in the front-gabled mass features a projected segmental arched hood over a
rectangular opening supported on a wood lintel. Most other openings in the stone walls have exposed wooden lintels and
projecting stone sills but no other elaboration. The back door has a stone lintel. The entry door and back door openings are
taller than the others and had transom windows. There have been numerous alterations made to door and window
openings. All windows have been replaced with aluminum single hung and sliding windows placed within original openings.
Several openings have been reduced in height with wood-sided infills to accommodate an interior lowered ceiling. The
front feature window opening has been widened slightly, as has the back door opening. One doorway on each floor at the
north side has been converted to a window at an early date by the addition of a stone bulkhead. One window opening at
each floor on the north side has been obscured by a modern brick chimney.

Because there are door openings at the second floor of the street fagade it is thought that an original or early second
floor porch may have been removed. There has been no other physical or documentary evidence found to confirm its
existence or original appearance. The original porch at the first floor was probably of wooden construction. The present
porch is a concrete slab on a cobblestone foundation. The newer porch, and presumably the removal of the second floor
porch, appears to date to c. 1920-1950. An early porch or stoop on the north side appears to have been removed at an
early date with the doors remodeled in a sensitive way into windows.

The rear addition measures about 12 feet by 20 feet and is built with walls of cast stone (concrete block) with a



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Brimhall, Norman, House
Section Number Z Page 2 Navajo County, AZ

rusticated, exposed aggregate face on a cast in place concrete foundation. The windows of the addition have either been
widened and replaced with aluminum sliding units or have been infilled with concrete. A modern brick chimney has been
added to the back of the addition. The roof of the addition is hipped and covered in asphalt shingles.

A low wooden deck was constructed c. 1980 to the back of the house. The feature is visually inconspicuous.

The interior of the home had a typical hall-and-parlor on the first floor and a pair of bedrooms on the second floor.
The addition added a kitchen and bathroom to the first floor. The interior finishes have been substantially altered or
covered with new materials such as carpeting and suspended acoustical ceilings.

CONTRIBUTING ELEMENTS NONCONTRIBUTING ELEMENTS

Norman Brimhall House N/A
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

The Norman Brimhall House was constructed in 1890-1895 for Norman Brimhall. The property is significant under
Criterion C as a rare example in Taylor/Snowflake of a Gothic Revival inspired home built of local stone. Evaluated within
the context of Architecture in Snowflake-Taylor Arizona 1870-1940, the Brimhall House represents a typical, simplified
interpretation of the late-surviving Gothic Revival style and represents the second generation of domestic dwellings in
Taylor. Examples of the use of stone in homes in Taylor were once common but are now rare. While the house has suffered
severe alterations, much of the original fabric is still present and the rarity of the resource justifies its significance.

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Little information has been gathered regarding Norman Brimhall, although the Brimhalls are known to be one of the
founding families in the Taylor/Snowflake area. As a result, little is known about the chronology of development of the
Norman Brimhall House. Oral histories from family members have indicated that the house was built over a five-year
period beginning in 1890. An addition date for the kitchen and bath rooms has been estimated at 1915 based on its use of
cast stone, which was commonly used in the area around that time. The date of the removal of the front porch cover has
proven difficult to estimate; a wide bracket has been established as 1920-1950. Subsequent additions appear to post-date
1950, judging from the use of materials such as aluminum windows, hard-fired face brick, and acoustical ceiling tiles, and
from the design of features such as the rear deck.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Architecture in the Taylor-Snowflake Area, 1870-1940
Early Architectural Development, 1878-1899

The towns of Taylor and Snowflake were established side-by-side in the Silver Creek valley in Northern Arizona by
groups of Mormon missionaries sent from Utah in 1878. The two towns share a common history. The 19th-century
architecture found in the Taylor/Snowflake region is typical of that found in Mormon-settled towns across Arizona and
southern Utah. The homes themselves are a testament to the heritage, experience, and skills of the original Mormon
pioneers.

The Mormon migration to Utah from the midwest in the 1840s brought with it the prevalent Classical architectural
styles of the 1830s and 40s. The symmetry and details of Colonial, Gothic, and Greek Revival design dominated the
architecture of Utah well into the 1880s.

With the completion of the transcontinental railroad through Salt Lake City in 1868, Utah re-established strong links to
the stylistic centers of the eastern U.S. This allowed the importation of manufactured building parts and materials, as well
as the influence of the popular styles of the day, including the Gothic Revival and the Victorian period styles. These
influences would form the stylistic background for the architecture employed as the Mormon pioneers spread southward
into Arizona.

The height of Mormon colonization in Arizona occurred between 1876 and 1880, and their settlement in Taylor and
Snowflake is dated to this period.

Many homes and commercial buildings of the earliest period of Mormon settlement through the end of the 19th century
remain in Taylor and Snowflake. The physical appearance of the Mormon architecture contrasts with that found in the rest
of Arizona during this period. The influence of the pioneers' Utah roots is quite evident in the design of their homes and
work places.
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Many of the earliest buildings raised by the Mormon pioneers were fortifications for small outpost communities, such
as the old Las Vagas Mormon Fort, Pipe Spring, and Lee’s Ferry. Examples such as these tended to be built very simply of
indigenous materials, usually stone or adobe. They often incorporated typical defensive forms including battlements,
loop-holes, and bastions.

Typical of rural Arizona, the Mormon settlers tended toward simple buildings with traditional precedents. The
preference for symmetry and classical forms continued, even in buildings which were otherwise “Victorian” in their
detailing. Furthermore, their conservative and traditional nature may have led them to cling to the earlier classical and
romantic styles in preference to the later Victorian trends. Thus, many of the remaining 19th-century homes in Mormon
settled towns show marked influence of the Greek Revival and Gothic Revival styles.

Folk architecture, pertaining to those homes which reflect more of a building tradition than a “style” as we think of it,
had its place in the founding years. As was typical in the Mormon colonies, the first dwellings were built using locally
available raw materials, simple in form and utilitarian in function. Some of the other Mormon communities emulated the
indigenous adobe construction. But in the Silver Creek valley, the site's proximity to Arizona's northern forests made
timber construction possible, a technology which was likely better understood and appreciated by the settlers. Therefore,
most of the earliest homes were essentially one or two room log cabins.

After the railroad united the U.S. and allowed for delivery of manufactured parts, folk styles solidified nationally into
specific forms collectively classified as “National Folk”. These building traditions took the form of simplified versions of
indigenous or traditional forms or architectural styles. For instance, front and side-gabled versions often strove to present
a classical presence, without the use of classical detail. The folk house forms seen in Taylor and Snowflake appear to be
heavily' influenced by the classical ideals which pervade the town's architecture.  Side-gabled or hall-and parlor forms,
which imitate and simplify Greek Revival forms, were the most popular Folk types during the 19th century. These second
generation homes were predominantly built of local sandstone or brick. Particularly intact examples include three in
Taylor: the Aquilla Standifird Home and houses at 305 S. Main St. and 5th St. E and Cattle.

The Greek Revival style and the Gothic Revival style are separate and distinct, but features of each are often found in
the same building. Greek Revival buildings are identified by their classical symmetry and detailing, most often
incorporating classically-detailed gables and pediments. In analyzing the often-simplified forms of rural architecture, often
the basic form and symmetry are the only clues to this stylistic influence. The Gothic Revival style is typified by steeply-
pitched roofs, and by wall surfaces extending into gables or dormers without a break. Also typical of the style, but rare in
Taylor and Snowflake, are Gothic-arched windows and decorated vergeboards at the gables.

The Greek Revival style is noted by popular texts to have achieved popularity in about 1825, and lasting to between
1860 and 1890. However, its influence appears to have survived even longer in the relatively remote and traditional
Mormon colonies of Arizona. The same can be said of the Gothic Revival style, which is said to date from about 1840
through 1880 or 1885. Examples or influences of both styles can be seen in the Silver Creek valley through 1900.

Greek Revival homes are relatively plentiful and are the most common of the remaining 19th Century homes in Taylor
and Snowflake. The basic Greek Revival home is a side-gabled house with classically-detailed gables, often with returns at
the eaves. Good examples of this are 13 N. 1st St., Taylor and the Hulet House in Snowflake. The Tithing Office in
Snowflake is similar, but incorporates two rooftop dormers. A common variation is to append a central, gabled porch,
dormer, or tower.

Two outstanding examples of the Gothic Revival style are found in the Snowflake-Taylor area, one in each town. In
Taylor, the house at 129 4th St. E., with its three high-pitched gabled wall dormers, is an archetypical Gothic Revival
house. The John A. Freeman House in Snowflake boasts a high-pitched wall dormer with a Gothic-arched window. Other
examples exist as well, with some bordering on National Folk architecture, such as the house at 122 3rd St. E in Taylor.
The house is devoid of detail, but the front-facing, high-pitched gable and roof dormer are evidence of the Gothic Revival
influence.
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The Mormon preference to simple forms, whether for aesthetic or practical reasons, also reflected in the Victorian
architecture which they imported. Although Queen Anne, Eastlake, Shingle, and Second Empire styles were popular
throughout the U.S., the Mormons colonizing Arizona eschewed the flamboyance associated with many buildings of these
styles. Only a few buildings with Victorian detailing remain in Snowflake-Taylor. Most fall into the broad categories of the
“Folk Victorian” or "Victorian Eclectic” styles. As used here, Folk Victorian refers to a traditional folk house form, such as
hall-and-parlor, with details normally attributed to one or more of the Victorian-period styles. The term Victorian Eclectic
refers to a home which embodies typical Victorian massing, proportions, and/or forms, but is devoid of the details
identified with particular Victorian styles or borrows details from a mixture of styles. Unfortunately, this division is
imperfect, and some homes could be placed in either subcategory.

In Taylor, the A. Z. Palmer House is of the Folk Victorian style, but also shows Greek Revival influence. The strict
symmetry of the facade, the front-facing gables and the cornice at the eave are all remnants of the Classical influence.

Among the Victorian Eclectic homes in the area include the Nettie Rencher House, 10 S. Stinson, and 81 S. 2™ st. in
Snowflake.

The most impressive Victorian home in the Silver Creek Valley is the James M. Flake House in Snowflake, the only
example in the Second Empire style.

Architectural Development after 1900

Architecture in the Taylor-Snowflake area in the 20th Century more closely paralleled that of greater Arizona. The
architecture in the two towns diverged, however, with Snowflake building more refined, style-conscious buildings and
Taylor tending toward the traditional folk forms.

Architectural styles’ popularity in housing in the 20th Century ebbed and flowed, but the styles with the most impact
on Taylor and Snowflake were the Bungalow and National Folk styles. The high representation of these styles in relation to
others may indicate an explosion of development in the 1910s and 1920s. In keeping with the classical preferences of the
early settlers, the Neoclassical style was popular for a period of time at the beginning of the 20th Century. The Period
Revival styles of the late 1920s and 30s (American Colonial Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival) are also
represented, although in fewer numbers.

in total numbers, National Folk and Bungalow style residences are about equal in the Taylor-Snowflake area. But in
Taylor, fully 55% of all 20th-century homes are classified as National Folk, while in Snowflake, 40% are Bungalows. This
graphically illustrates the difference in architectural character between the two towns.

National Folk forms which survived the transition into the twentieth century are categorized into several types. The
types that occur frequently in the Taylor/Snowflake area are the Front Gable, Side Gable, Hall and Parlor, and Pyramidal-
Roofed. Front Gable houses arose as a result of the influence of the Greek Revival movement of the nineteenth century, as
well as the Bungalow style of the early part of the twentieth century, each emphasizing gabled forms. Side Gable houses
are rectangular in plan and more than one room deep. The type expanded quickly across the United States with the
availability of lumber made possible by railroads. Massing, construction, and porch types often show influences of popular
styles. The Hall and Parlor type survived unchanged into the post-railroad wood frame era. Pyramidal-roofed houses were
influenced by the Neoclassical style, and date to the same period.

The Bungalow style home is the most common in Snowflake, and is well represented as well in Taylor. Born of the
Craftsman Movement near the turn of the century, the Bungalow style reflects an emphasis on craftsmanship. The
Craftsman Movement was a reaction against both Eclecticism and mass produced, machine inspired aesthetics. The typical
Bungalow is a one story house with low-pitched broad gables. A lower gabled roof usually shelters a deep porch while a
large higher gable roof covers the main body of the house. Much of tile visual interest of the bungalow is provided by the
massing of its roof forms. Exposed rafters, ridge beams, and purloins extending beyond the walls support deep overhangs.
Decorative beams or braces are often added under the gables. Porches, either full or partial width, are supported by
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square columns of wood, brick, stone, or stucco finishes. Windows are either wood double-hung or casement. The
Bungalows in the Snowflake-Taylor area range from tile very simple to the very elaborate.

The Neoclassical style is represented in each town by approximately 10% of 20th century buildings. The style was
particularly popular for public and governmental buildings, in addition to homes.  The premier example is the second
(and extant) Stake Academy Building in Snowflake. Grand scale, classical columns, and symmetry are hallmarks of the
style, all of which are evident in the Academy. Several Neoclassical cottages were built from rusticated concrete block in
the 1910s, including the Jordan Palmer House on Taylor's Main Street, a similar example at 302 E. Center, and one home in
Snowflake. All feature pyramidal roofs and cast classical porch columns in addition to the rusticated walls.

Period Revival styles began to gain in popularity nationally around 1900, but did not become dominant until after
World War |. In the Mormon colonies of northern and eastern Arizona, the height of popularity did not occur until the late
1920s and 30s. Period Revival homes were later to amount 10% to 20% of the total 20th Century homes in both towns. One
of the earliest Period Revival homes in the valley is the Jesse Smith House, constructed in 1906 in Snowflake in the
Colonial Revival style.

The most common of the later Period Revival styles are the Spanish Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles. One of
the most prominent examples of the Spanish Colonial influence in the area is the A.Z. Palmer Store in Taylor. Its
curvilinear parapet is indicative of the Mission Revival substyle. Later examples exist mostly in residences in Snowflake,
generally of the more eclectic Spanish Colonial Revival style. There are also several excellent examples of the Tudor
Revival style in homes in Snowflake.

Evolution of Building Material Use

The early Mormon settlers arriving from Utah into Arizona brought with them skills that would influence the
architecture of their settlements. Among the skills which would influence their building was the ability to locally produce
fired clay bricks. Other skills included the milling of lumber and decorative moldings. Techniques of adobe construction
were particularly useful prior to the establishment of the other building trades. Abundant sources of stone were also
available for the stone cutters to practice their trade. The presence of these skills in the Mormon community allowed for a
wide variety of material use early in each town's history.

Having begun to arrive in small numbers in the late 1870s, the Mormon settlers built log cabins for shelter, few of
which have survived to the present day. Wood frame construction was also employed using lumber from the Sunset Order
Sawmill 125 miles away and later from Snowflake Cooperative Sawmill which bought out the Sunset Order Sawmill.
Virtually the entire town during the first six years or so was constructed of roughhewn logs or wood frame. Several log
buildings remain, as previously mentioned. Other light wood framed houses may remain, but if so are likely sheathed.

The often readily-available indigenous material was adobe. Adobe was a traditional building material for Hispanics in
the Southwest, but Anglo settlers soon learned to adapt its construction techniques for their own homes, built in their own
styles. The colonists covered the adobe with stucco, brick, or wood siding to prevent its erosion; therefore, many more
examples may exist than those which could be identified through an exterior visual inspection.

Locally produced brick was first burnt in or about 1884, when the first Snowflake Stake house as well as the Snowflake
Co-op Store were built (neither extant). After that time, many of the most substantially built buildings were constructed of
locally produced red brick. The earliest bricks were apparently closer to burnt adobe than to high-quality brick. Many of
the substantial 19th-century homes were built of the locally-produced brick. Yellow brick was later imported from Gallup,
New Mexico once the railway was completed. This brick was used in a number of buildings.

Locally quarried stone was occasionally used to construct early dwellings, and as the foundation material of many
buildings. The only known stone houses remaining from the 1800s are the Aquilla Standifird House and the Norman Brimhall
House in Taylor, both constructed of local sandstone.

As construction technology advanced, cast concrete blocks, resembling cut stone, made their appearance. In the early
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1900s, Ray Tanner, a local builder, developed and used this material extensively. This material was employed throughout
the area, in buildings including, the Jordan Palmer house in Taylor and the Janet Smith House and the Bushman Store
Building in Snowflake.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Norman Brimhall House is an example of the Gothic Revival influence in local residential architecture, one of
several simple and traditional styles commonly employed in Mormon colonies in northern Arizona. It is classified as such by
its shape and by details including the front stone arch and the numerous wall dormers extending above each roof plane.
Further, the house is one of only two known remaining examples of 19" century stone construction in the Taylor-Snowflake
area.

The Period of Significance and the Significant Dates for the property correspond to the initial construction of the home
in 1890-1895 and its early expansion in about 1915. The expansion is considered significant for its use of cast stone and as
a typical adaptation of the early homes as indoor plumbing became popular and available.

The house retains its original location and relationship to Main Street. The site, which once encompassed agricultural
outbuildings and fields, has been drastically reduced to include only the house itself and a small amount of land on all
sides. The original house of 1895 has had substantial alterations made to door and window openings, porches, and
interiors. The stonework for which the house is most significant is present and mostly intact, as is the roof structure, the
dormers that are the hallmark of the style, and the basic pattern of fenestration.

The addition made in or about 1915 includes the Kitchen and Bathroom. This addition has had some windows replaced
and others infilled with concrete.

The property has not been evaluated for subsurface resources or archaeological significance. There are no known
building sites or any indications that such features might be present.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Brimhall, Norman, House
Section Number 9 Page 8 Navajo County, AZ

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Mr. Arvin Palmer, interviewed by Robert Graham in Taylor, Arizona April 5, 2002.

Ryden Architects, A Historic Resource Survey of the Towns of Snowflake.and Taylor, Arizona. Robert G. Graham, Historical
Architect and Richard Lynch, Historian. February, 1993.




NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Brimhall, Norman, House
Section Number 10 Page 9 Navajo County, AZ

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
West Taylor Lot 45 except the North 70 feet and the South 183.25 feet.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Current land ownership.
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The following information is the same for all photographs.

Photographer: Roberta Graham
Date: April 5, 2002
Location of Original Negatives: Metropolis Design Group, LLC

2601 N. 3™ St. #308
Phoenix, Arizona 85004

Photo # Viewto ~ Description

1 NW % view of street front
2 SW % view of street front
3 E Rear facade




