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1. Name(s) Historic/Common: Cox-Parks House
(South Hills Multiple Resource Area)
Kanawha County
West Virginia

#7. The garage, an outbuilding of considerable architectural charm, is a
contributing structure in the Cox-Parks House nomination. It, like the main
house, is rectalinear and stuccoed in lightly textured, white-painted plaster.
The roofing material matches the coloration (green) and profile {pantile) of
the residence. The garage is located a few feet to the southwest of the
house. '

#8. The Cox-Parks House is of considerable importance in the South Hills
Mu1t1p]e Resource Area because it is unique with regard to architectural style
in the entire survey area. Prairie School influences are clearly discernable
in the low, horizontal profile of the house with characteristically deep eaves.
The juxtaposition of rectalinear blocks, as in the relationship of the front-
facing pavilions with their hipped roofs and the hip-roofed main block, (an
anachronisitic use of bracketingiisavernacular detail of some interest) is another
strong Prairie School reference. The residence's excellent state of preserva-
tion (bracketing, balustrades, eye-brow dormers, crawl space lattice screens,
etc., survive in original condition) and its generously terraced site between
two city streets, lends the edifice particular distinction.

The Cox-Parks House was one of several historic Charleston residences
chosen by West Virginia artist Diana Suttenfield-Abshire as watercolor subjects
for her "Through the Eye of the Artist: Diana Suttenfield-Abshire Surveys
Sunrise and Charleston",a show that ran from January 7 through February 26, 1984,
at the Sunrise Museum, Charleston.



Cox/Parks House
710 Myrtle Road
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Emma Cox,the wife of Frank Cox,leader of several coal
companies.in the Kanawha Valley,had this home built for herself
in the 1920's when she gave the old "Home Hill" to her daughter's
family.

13. Verbal Boundary Description

The Cox/Parks House is situated on the comer lot, approximatly

150" by 150", at the eastern junction of Holley Road and Myrtle
Road. ,
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