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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Peckham horse and hay barn is a large seventy-by-forty-foot balloon-
frame structure with a gambrel roof, a large gabled cupola, and a
pointed hay-door hood facing east. Its shiplap sheathing is painted
slate blue, contrasting with its white bargeboards, corner boards, and
window and door frames. The west (farmyard) facade has double sliding
doors and, in the loft, three double hung sash windows of four-over-four
lights. The east exposure is similar, with the addition of a large
sliding hay door in the gable. The south and north side walls have
several small four-light windows, and also in the north side is a large
second-story hay door opening on a platform that delivers to a lower
hay-wagon platform by way of a slide.

The square cupola centered astradele the gambrel roof is the Peckham
barn's crowning feature.. It has two sash windows each in the north

and the south wall and louvered ventilation openings in the east and
west walls. The cupola roof forms a gable over each of these exposures.

On the interior, the Peckham barn originally had horse stalls on either
side of a central aisle on the lower level. Because the building is now
used for storing clay, the stalls have been removed. The cement floor
was installed by Guess Huff sometime after 1942, The second story, once
used for hay storage, is open to the gambrel roof. Steel tie rods
connecting the side walls brace the structure, as do two-by-six gussets
in the roof frame. Part of the hay pulley system above the east hay door
is still extant.

The Peckham farm house and sheds, on the same property, are considerably
altered from their original appearance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Peckham barn is architecturally significant as a well-preserved
example of the large gambrel-roofed horse and hay barns from the early
reclamation period in the Boise Valley. It is historically significant
for its connection with the Peckham and Huff families of Wilder.

Two barn types are found throughout the Boise Valley. The first is a
smaller gable-roofed rectangular building with side wall lean-tos,
similar to barns found south and east in the Mormon culture region.

The second is large and gambrel-roofed, with a cupola and a hay door
hood, similar to barns found north of Boise Valley. The Peckham barn
is an excellent example of this second barn type. It has been main-
tained in good condition, and the owners have an active interest in its
preservation.

According to oral sources, the Peckham barn dates from about 1910, two
years after the completion of Deer Flat Reservior made the area desir-
able farm land and one year before the nearby town of Wilder was platted.
Locally the barn is associated with H. N. Peckham, father of a family
that owned land in and around Wilder and Caldwell and eventurally
organized the Peckham Investment Company to handle these properties.
According to Canyon County records, however, the Peckham family did
not acquire the property until 1918, when Clifford V. Peckham, a son,
purchased the patent from Judson F. and Julia Allen. Ownership passed
to the Peckham Investment Company in 1930 to Guess Huff in 1941. Huff
used the barn for the Guess Huff Seed Company.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The nomination includes the Peckham barn and the property
on which it stands in the southwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section
fourteen, T4N, R5W, with a margin of five feet around the Peckham barn.
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