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1. N«m« of PropTty
higoricname  West Main Street Historic District (Boundary Increase) ~

O namedste numbe

2. Location

dregt & numbg  83-118 West Main Street N/jAJ not for pubHoatlon”
dty, tomn Westhor ough N/A | vicinity
gate Massachusetts ocode  # county Worcester code iIPCOdt 01581

3. CiMtlflcatlon

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private *  buliding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
m public-iocai H district 24 14 puildings
m public-State * site .sites
Z] pubiic-Federal | | structure . structures
| | object . objects
24 14 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, i hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60,
in my opinion, t" property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sgnaured oatifying dffidal Executive Director Massachusetts Historical Q,,, Coimnission;
State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

ftitegod In the
i, hereby, certify that this property is: eJ

| atlooal laflit?
fy~ entered in the National Register.

| I See continuation sheet.

| I determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.

| 1 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I 1 removed from the National Register.
Q other, (explain:)

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



West Main Street

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single dwelling;
Secondary Structure
Commer ce/ Tavern

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)
No Style
Col oni al / Geor gi an
Early Republic/ Federal
M d-19th Century/ Greek Revival
Late Victorian/ Queen Anne

Late 19th Century Revival/Colonial Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Historic District, Westborough, Massachusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/ Single dwelling;
Secondary Structure

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundati on Granite
walls Brick, Clapboard

roof  Asphalt Shingle
ot her

Tlie West Main Street Historic District (Boundary Increase), Westborough,
Massachusetts, includes twenty properties that line West Main Street just west
of the existing historic district. Of the thirty-eight “laaftftKiiiSxbuiidings,
twenty-four are contributing elements to the district. Fourteen are
designated noncontributing due to age.

All of the structures within the extension area are single-family residences,
representing the eighteenth, nineteenth, and early twentieth centuries. As in
the existing district, a variety of architectural styles are represented here,
including Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, and Queen Anne. In addition to
several fine examples of wood-frame dwellings, the area includes a
mid-nineteenth century brick house. All of the buildings continue to function
as single-family residences. North, south, and west of the extension area are
modern residential developments. ' * > - Fe e
Outbuildings within the district include a variety of types, ranging from
large barns to small sheds and modern garages. Sore of the barns appear to be
as early as the mid-nineteenth century (see district data sheet for locations
of outbuildings).

Lying directly west of the existing historic district, the extension area is
composed of lots ranging in size from approximately 4,000 square feet to more
than an acre. A number of these lots are subdivisions of former agricultural
parcels. Houses in the extension area have a relatively uniform setback and
are well-landscaped. An impressive stone wall lines much of the north side of
West Main Street.

The extension area is noteworthy for the significant number of eighteenth and
early nineteenth century buildings it contains; eight of the twenty-four
contributing buildings were constructed before 1800 and eleven were built
before 1850-. This concentration of early structures is consistent with the
patterw”if <levelopraentf-in the existing district, as the earliest extant
structures that stand along West Main Street.

The two earliest houses in the area, 115 West Main Street (ca. 1713/ca. 1830,
MH #63) and 108 West Main Street (1732, ML #/3), are vernacular in design

N Se oontinugion et
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and follow the traditional five-bay, center-entry plan. Although both have
been updated over time, they retain the overall simplicity that is
characteristic of early eighteenth century dwellings. The extension area
contains an excellent example of an eighteenth century saltbox at 106 West
Main Street (1739, ML #61). Its center entry has a Federal-style surround
with partial sidelights set on panelled aprons. Its five-bay facade,
steep-sloping south roof plane, and broad proportions are characteristic of
this house type.

Among the houses in the extension area are two examples of the Georgian style,
99 West Main Street (ca. 1750, MHC #59) and 110 West Main Street (ca. 1740,
MHC #89). The former is a particularly handsome example with double chimneys,
a broad gable roof, and a center entry flanked by pilasters supporting a
projecting entablature. The latter exhibits Georgian elements in its five-bay
facade, symmetrical fenestration, narrow cornerboards, and entry surround with
pilasters and entablature.

There are two notable houses in the extension area designed in the Federal
style. The house at 105 West Main Street (1790, MHC #72) has been
well-preserved and has a fanlight and sidelights framing the main entry;
windows are topped by pedimented heads. The Federal-style house at 89 West
Main Street (ca. 1800, MHC #57) has the characteristic hip roof and square
plan used in high-style Federal design. The main entry is flanked by
sidelights set on panelled aprons and is sheltered by a small porch supported
on Tuscan columns.

Ore brick building stands in the extension area at 114 West Main Street (1832,
MHC #62). Its side-hall entry and pedimented gable are typical of Greek
Revival-style residences. Another house designed in the Greek Revival style
is at 102 West Main Street (ca. 1840, MHC #60). Characteristic elements of
the style include the end gable with shallow returns, wide-panelled
cornerboards, and side-hall entry with full sidelights and heavy entablature.

One of the more interesting houses in the extension area is at 104 West Main
Street (1881). The main block of the house was built in 1881 and the four
lonic columns, taken from a house in Worcester, were added to the facade in
the 1950s. Two other late-nineteenth century houses stand in the extension
area. 118 West Main Street (ca. 1890, M #118) and 87 West Main Street (1899,
MHC #206). Both were designed in the Queen Anne style and retain significant
architectural features common to houses of this style. The former is
dominated by a square tower with half timbering and has cross gables decorated
with vergeboards, a two-story bay window, and a porch extending across the
facade. The house at 87 West Main Street has a broad porch, two-story bay
window, large gabled dormer, and eyebrow dormers.

Noncontributing buildings within the district include four residences (83, 85,

(continued)
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100 and 101 West Main Streets). These are all small wood dwellings built in
the mid-twentieth century on land that had been subdivided from neighboring
parcels. These houses are all typical of that period. Ore notable loss
within the extension area is a late-nineteenth century estate that stood at 98
West Main Street, where the public school now stands. It was removed in the
mid-twentieth century when the town needed a site for the new school.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

Wile noprehistoric sites arecurrently recorded i nthe district extension,
It ispossible that sites arepresent. " E ght known prehistoric sites are
recorded i nthe general area (wWithin onemle). This factor and the |ocation
of the district near several umnaned streans and ponds i ndi cates a potential
for locating prehistoric sites. Ingeneral, however, the potential for

| ocating significant prehistoric arc_aeolloggl cal survivals I slowbecause of
historic period devel opnent inthe district.

Anpotential nay exist for Iocat|n(]; significant historical archaeol ogi cal
remains inthedistrict. Controlled testing and excavation can help | ocate
18th and 19th century structural remains and occupational -rel ated features
(trash pits, privies, wells) associated with present structures and those no
longer extant. Anwoderate potential exists for locating significant historic
perrod survivals.

(end)



West Main Street Historic District, Westborough, Massachusetts
8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I nationally O statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]A EHB [XIC | jp

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A H B \zZ}C Q E CUF| |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1713- 1940 N A

Comunity Planning & Devel opment

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The West Main Street Historic District (Boundary Increase), Westborough,
Massachusetts, is significant, and consistent with the existing district, for
its association with Westborough's development from an agricultural community
to a diversified manufacturing town. In addition, the extension area contains
well-preserved examples of a variety of architectural styles, including
Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival and Queen Anne. The area is notable for its
concentration of eighteenth century dwellings, which represent the town's
earliest development. The extension area is significant on the local level
and meets Criteria A and C and Exception B for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places.

The town of Westborough was originally part of a large Marlborough land grant
given to Charles Chauncy in 1659. The first area of settlement was
established near Chauncy Lake along the native trail that was later to become
the Boston and Worcester Turnpike (Route 9). As early as 1688, residents
began agitating for independence from Marlborough, and by 1717 "Chauncy
Village" was incorporated. By 1724, a meetinghouse had been established off
Milk Street near Lyman Street, then the area of densest settlement.
Throughout the next century the town expanded through a series of
annexations--land was acquired from Sutton in 1728, from Shrewsbury in1762,
from Upton in 1763, and from Northborough in 1766--until it reached its
present area of 21 1/2 square miles in 1793. Colonial Westborough was
characterized primarily by dispersed agricultural settlements with a small
cluster of houses on Lyman Street near Lake Chauncy and a cemetery (The Old
Burying Ground), and a few houses and taverns along the main route from
southern New England to Boston (now known as Main Street). By 1749, the
town's expansion necessitated the relocation of the meetinghouse from Lyman
Street closer to Westborough's geographic center at the crossroads of Milk and
Main Streets.!

Prior to the coming of the railroad, into the 1820s and 1830s, the character
of West Main Street remained typical of many of the neighboring towns, with

fxlsee continuation sheet



West Main Street
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 11 acres

UTM References

ALkiJ 128 3580 468 2270
Zone  Easting Northing

CuL9| 121831650 14 68 236 0

Verbal Boundary Description

Boundary Justification
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Historic District, Westborough.
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Primary location of additional data:
[x| State hiatoric praaarvation offloa
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pn See continuation sheet
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arge land parcels and nodest houses. Records of the specific "occupations”

f the area residents are scant. Generally, inventories and tax valuations of
he period include itemzation of horses, cows, various farmequi pnent, ax
farmrel ated outbuildings, and Véstborough probably followed this pattern.
The | ot sizes ad house designs are typical of the eighteenth century agrarian
properties. (Once manufacturing cane to domnate the economc base and

agricul ture dimnished, residential Propertles required less land and the
farns began to sell off portions of their property. Typically, a the forner
farm properties changed hands, the large |ots were subdivided.

I
0
t

The only structurein the extension area not or|wal Igt/ constructed as a
residence is the B ue Achor Tavern at 108 Vest n Street (1732). The
tavern vas originally located approxinately 700 feet to the east of its
current site. “The tavern vas built in 1732 by innkeepers Aoner and Vashti
Newton to replace a smaller tavern on the site. Inaddition to serving the
early travelers bound for Boston, the inn was host to a nuniber of inportant
figures of the Revolutionary \dr, including General Israel Rutnam (eneral
Benedi ct Arnold, olonel Pitkin with his Hartford Boys, add General Henry
Knox. The tavern vas naved in 1820 because My or Jonat han Fayerweather, owner
at the tine, wanted to build a new and grander house on the site.

Several of the famlieswo played inportant roles in the history of

Vst borough and wo are significant for their associations with the town's
devel opnent are represented in the district extension area. The house at 115
Vst n Street (ca. 1713) was occupied by Thonas Rce, one of the earliest"
settlers of Wstborough. Rce vas the town's first selectnan and town
treasurer. Inaddition, he served as a |ieutenant inthe French and |ndian
Vers and vas a representative to the General Court from1715 to 1716, T
houses in the area were built by Charles Rce, son of Thonas Rce. B 1711,
(harles Rce had built a house at 102 Vst Min Street; although the nain
block dates fromca. 1840, it is believed that the rear ell nay be part of an
earlier dwelling. Charles Rce fought inthe French and Indian Vers and
served as selectman in 1726. (Charles Rce is also believed to have built the
house at 9 Vést Min Street (ca. 1750).

The house at 105 Vest Min Street (1790) was the hone of Elihu and Eizabeth
Wi tney Bl ake, sister of cotton ﬁ! n-inventor Eli Witney. The B ake's son,

El | thne}feBlake, ves born inthis house axd vas an inventor of note

hi nsel f. ves responsible for the B ake Sone Qrusher, invented in 1858
whi ch revol utionized road buil di nfg and mni ngS.C_ e is also known for having
founded the Connecti cut of Arts and Sciences. Nephews of Eli Wi tney
B ake owed the house at 89 t Min Street (ca. 1800) in the 1850s, although
the house vas built earlier for Phineas Geason. The Witney famly had al so
been earI%reSA dents of Vestborough Center. The house at 106 Vst Central
Street (1739) vas the hone of Nathan Witney, grandfather of Eli Wiitney.

(conti nued)
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In the 1830s and 1840s, Westborough Center enjoyed expanded prosperity,
largely due to the coming of the railroad. The railroad played a crucial role
in the transformation of Westborough from an agrarian community to a
prosperous manufacturing town. This industrial and commercial development was
further fueled by technological advancements in the second half of the
nineteenth century. The nineteenth century prosperity of the area is
reflected in the residential stock along West Main Street. The town's
prominent businessmen were quick to build themselves substantial houses, a
number of which are in the district extension area. At 114 West Main Street
(1832) is the Lyman Belknap House. Belknap's father, John, was one of
Westborough's most prosperous farmers at the turn of the nineteenth century.
Lyman Belknap operated a market and also sold meat and produce at Quincy
Market in Boston. Eventually, he opened a produce and commission house in
Boston. He was active locally, being a deacon of the church, holding several
town offices, and assisting in operations of the Reform School. In ca. 1890
Belknap built the larger, more grand. Queen Anne-style house at 118 West Main
Street. Another of the town's prominent citizens, Reuben Boynton, lived in
the district extension area at 104 West Main Street (1881). Boynton, a
successful merchant, contributed to town affairs as well, acting asa
selectman from 1880 to 1882, water commissioner in 1873, and as state
representative in 1865, 1874, and 1875. Boynton was responsible for
construction of the Boynton Block (West Main Street, 1868), where he operated
his market on the street level. (As meat had previously been sold only in
basements or "butcher's carts" in the Square, this created considerable
comment.) Another Queen Anne-style house, 87 West Main Street (1899), was
built for Forest W. Forbes, the son and business associate of local sleigh
maker D. W. Forbes. These two men were responsible for construction of the
American Block (West Main Street) where they manufactured their sleighs. They
were among the largest and oldest manufacturers of the kind.

In addition to having important historical associations with the town of
Westborough, the West Main Street Historic District Extension area attains
architectural significance for its rare concentration of well-preserved,
architecturally distinguished buildings. The extension area includes
excellent examples of Georgian (110 and 99 West Main Street), Federal (105 and
89 West Main Street), Greek Revival (102 and 114 West Main Street), and Queen
Anne (118 and 87 West Main Street) style residences.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeological remains described above can be significant by further
documenting the components of the district and by providing detailed data
through which the social, cultural and economic characteristics of the

components can be interpreted.
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Foot not es

"Precedi ng paragraph excerpted fromthe National Register Nomnation for
Vst bor ough' s t Min Street Hstoric District (NR1987).
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\Verbal Boundary Description

The Vést Min Street Hstoric District Extension includes all those properties
fronting Vst Min Street between Bake Street and Vést Bnd Avenue excl udi ng
the Vestborough Hgh School property which is afour acre parcel containinga
nodern school building. Afline of Convenience crosses the Hgh School

property.
Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Vst Min Street Hstoric District Extension were drawn
to include a group of eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth century
residences that line Vst Min Street just west of the existing historic
district. These structures were excluded fromthe ori %[ nal nomnation because
of financial constraints. Together with the existing district, this group of
bui | dings represents Vst borough' s devel opnent froman agrarian conmunity to a
prosperous manufacturing town. It i sconsistent inhistorical associationand
physical characteristics with the existing district. A though two _
md-twentieth cent urK houses stand at the easternnost end of the extension
area, the historic character of the streetscape i s preserved.

The boundaries were drawn to exclude nodern housing devel opnents t othe north
and south of the extension area. Vést of the extension area i s a golf course,
formerly a farm and residences, nost dating fromthe twentieth century.
Southeast of the extension area i s alarge residential area that has yet to be
inventoried. Aninitial wndshieldsurvey of the area found nost of the
houses dat!n?1 fromthe [ate nineteenth century, with scattered exanpl es from
the late eighteenth and early twentieth centuries. Hstorically, devel opnent
in this area seens to relate nore directly to the industrial devel opnent that
occurred east and south of the existing historic district. [t appears that
there may be a separate district inthrs area; this will be determned once
the inventory has been undertaken there.

(end)
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UM CQoor di nat es

19 283790 4682400
19 283900 4682440
19 283930 4682390
19 284020 4682460
19 284080 4682390
19 283850 4682300
19 283870 4682260
19 283610 4682170
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MHC #

205

206

57

58

59

60

Map & Parcel

20-490

20-489

20-28

20-28

20-26

20-25

20-24

20-623

20-23

20-665

20-666

WS MINSIHETHSIGRC O STRCT EXIBNE N VASIBBRDMB
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Historic Name

House
Garage

House
Garage

Forest W. Forbes
House
Attached Barn

Phineas Gleason
House
Garage

House
Garage and Shed

House
Shed

Charles Rice House
Attached Garage

House

House
Attached Garage

Charles Rice House
Garage

Reuben Boynton
House
Garage

Street Address

83 W. Main St.

85 W. Main St.

87 W. Main St.

89 W. Main St.

95 W. Main St.

97 W. Main St.

99 W. Main St.

100 W. Main St.

101 W. Main St.

102 W. Main St.

104 W. Main St.

Date of
Construction

mid-20th C.
ca. 1930

mid-20th C.
mid-20th C.

1899

1899

ca. 1800

ca. 1930-1950

1750/ca. 1835
mid-20th C

ca. 1890
ca. 1890

ca. 1750
mid-20th C.

mid-20th C.

mid-20th C.
mid-20th C.

ca. 1840
mid-20th C.

1881 /1954

mid-20th C.

Style

Astylistic

Astylistic

Queen Anne

Federal

Vernacular/Greek Rev.

Vernacular

Georgian

Astylistic

Astylistic

Greek Revival

Queen Anne/Greek Rev.

5 © 80 %8 B BO 00 B0 g 0 0 0 g 0 2

Type of
Resource

B
B
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uy)

o8] o8] ™ @ W @

Page 1 of 2



MHC #

72

61

73

89

118

Map & Parcel

20-22

20-667

20-21

20-668

20-669

20-670

20-671

20-19

20-672

WS MINSIHETHSIGRC D SIRCI EXIBENE N VRSIRBRDAB
OSIRC DNA SHT

Historic Name Street Address
B ake House 106 W Min St.
Barn

Nt han \Mi t ney 106 W. Main St.
House

Grage Attached by Breezevay

House 107 W. Main St.
@rage

B ue Anchor Tavern 108 W Min St.
Barn

William Brigham 110 W. Main St.
House

Garage

Var num@asset t 112 W Min &.
@rage

ggnBelknap 114 W Min &.
Second Thonas Rce 115W Min &.
House

Second Lyman 118 W. Main St.

Belknap House

Date of
Construction

1790
ca. 1880

1739
mid-20th C.

ca. 1930
mid-20th C.

1732
early 20th C.

ca. 1740
early 20th C.

c. 1790
ca. 1930

1832
early 20th C.

ca. 1713/
ca. 1830

ca. 1890

Style

Federal

Saltbox

Astylistic

Vernacular

Georgian

Vernacular

Greek Revival

Colonial/Greek Rev,

Queen Anne

2]
=4
c
7]

00 00 O 0 0080 & O 00

T of
Fég%ur ce

0 0 W T W W W W wWw
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NATIONAL
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October 22, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Schull:
Encl osed please find the fol lowng nomnation:

Vst Min Street Hstoric District (Boundary Increase), 83-118 Min Street,
Vst borough (Vrcester County), Massachusetts 01581.

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above.

Tre nomnation has been voted eligible by the Sate ReviewBoard and has been
si gned bélthe Sate Historic Preservation Officer. Qwers were notified of

pendi n? ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and
were afforded the opportunity to conment. S received to date are
attached to the nomnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg AN

National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Gonmissi on

Encl osure;

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



