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The Mansfield Blockhouse stands in South Park on the eastern edge of a wooded 
ravine. Approaching the blockhouse from the northeast and southeast is a curving 
park roadway. The blockhouse is an approximate square plan, two story, hipped 
roof building. The foundation is rubble and concrete. The walls are constructed 
of hewn and sawn logs that had been used for several earlier buildings. The first 
story is about 15'11" by 14'5"; the second story overhangs the first by 2 1 8" and 
2'11 11 • Logs on the east and west walls of the first story cantilever outward to 
support the second story. The eastern cantilever log is also supported by smaller 
round logs serving as brackets. The hipped roof is covered with wood shingles. Brown 
painted concrete is used for the chinking between the logs which are also painted a 
dark brown. Each floor has one room. The first story has a door in the east wall and 
a window in the north wall, A heating stove is vented through a cut in the south 
wall. The second story is approached by metal stairs which lead to a door in the 
north wall. The east and west walls of the second story each have a windo~. 
The windows are wood casement with exterior wood shutters. A photograph from 1907 
indicates these were originally 6 over 6 double bung sash. 

The blockhouse includes material from three buildings. Approximately the lower third 
of the first story is constructed of sawn logs which were removed from a barn on 
Marion Avenue. These were used to replace termite damaged old logs. The new logs, 
which were emplaced within the past decade, are joined by a technique roughly 
approximating lap notching. The upper two thirds of the first story is composed of 
very massive, hewn logs which are joined by steeple notching. These logs are from 
the first story of the hewn log blockhouse of 1812, according to 1907 accounts. 
The second story is composed of logs retrieved from an 1821 log house which was 
dismantled with the logs being brought to the city in a parade of seven two-horse 
wagons in 1906. 

The blockhouse was constructed for the 1908 Mansfield Centennial Exhibition which was 
planned to celebrate the centennial of the founding of Mansfield, It was constructed 
on the lawn area between the old Richland County Courthouse and Jail opposite the 
southeast corner of the Central Park. After serving as the centerpiece and focus 
of the Centennial, the blockhouse was given to the Park Commissioners and moved 
to its present site in South Park approximately 1-1/2 miles west of the downtown. 
It was intended to be located at its downtown location only for the duration of the 
Centennial. 

Alterations to the blockhouse are relatively minor. It could be restored to its 
appearance during the 1908 centennial. The changes resulted from several causes. In 
1929, it was adopted for the use as a headquarters for a Boy Scout Troop. In 1938, 
a fire caused damage to the interior of the building and required the replacement of 
the first f~oor surface. 
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The Mansfield Blockhouse was constructed for the Mansfield Centennial Exhibition 
of 1908 by the Mansfield Centennial Commission. It is significant as a building 
constructed for and used as the focal point of the Centennial which was held to 
celebrate the 100th year of the founding of the city. From the accounts of the period, 

. it is apparent the blockhouse, which was built in the fall of 1906, was intended to 
; be a restoration of the blockhouse from 1812 with the stated condition, " ..• so far 
, as was practicable. 11 1 In this situation practicable meant utilizing materials from 
several different buildings. The cormnission purchased the logs from the first story 

I 

: of the 1812 blockhouse which had been built by a company of soldiers commanded by 
· Col. Charles Williams of Coshocton. After being used as a courthouse from 1813 to 
1816, the hewn log blockhouse was sold and moved to lot number 168 (E. Second St.), 

, from its original site on the north side of the Central Park. In 1906, the commission 
had the logs moved to a new site between the old Richland County Courthouse and Jail, 
As the second story was not available, the commission acquired a log house built in 
1821 and which was associated with an early settler, Capt, James Cunningham. It 
was dismantled and brought from a farm in Worthington Township to the city. 

The expedient use of the 1821 logs for the second story resulted in an overhang which 
appears to be rather exessive. An account recorded in the 1880 county history 
mentions an overhang of only 8 inches. This same account,though, also mentions 
the blockhouse had dovetail notching and a gable roof. 2 One must not interpret the 
blockhouse as a restoration or reconstruction. The blockhouse is a building constructed 
in 1906 for the use in the community celebration in 1908. At the time of its 
construction dedication, and during the celebration itself, the blockhouse was 
imbued with great symbolic meaning. The president of the commission, Huntington Brown 
spoke of its purpose 11 ••• being that the structure might stand for many years as a 
memorial to the brave pioneers who by their efforts in the early days laid the foun
dation stones of what is now the City of Mansfield. 113 The secretary of the commission, 
A,J. Baughman, spoke in terms of" ••• obedience to that world-propelling plan by which 
people have been driven westward in the way of destiny. 11 4 One may see ·the blockhouse 
was the focus of an important ritualistic event. It continues to have a symbolic 
importance for the City of Mansfield as a historic landmark. Though it has been 
altered since its construction in 1906, restoration of those features would be possible 
and is being'Contemplated by the City of Mansfield. It is proposed that a small museum 
be located in the building presenting the history and development of the city, 

(see continuation sheet for footnotes) 
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