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The Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company building is situated on the north­ 
west corner at the intersection of South Third Street and Park Avenue in the 
central business district of Minneapolis. It is a cubiform structure 
designed to serve the dual function of sales and production; the interior is 
therefore a simple post and beam system confined within exterior brick 
bearing walls. The exterior is also simple and dignified with no attached 
ornamentation. Design features such as inset terra-cotta panels, semir- 
circular-arched arcade, and flaring cornice are all integral, reminiscent of 
design philosophy and execution of Louis Sullivan.

The building is seven storeys in height. The ground storey is of a 
yellow, dressed limestone divided into nine bays, each of which is defined 
by a recessed rectangular opening. The six storeys above are faced in a 
purple, hard-fired brick which presents a stark contrast to the limestone 
below. These windows of these storeys are arranged within a seven bay 
arcade which terminates in semi-circular arches. A terra cotta sculptural 
panel is placed below the impost of each arch. Corners are massive window- 
less piers of brick; these are accentuated by a chamfer which begins at the 
third storey and widens toward the cornice. The flaring effect of the 
cornice is provided by a brick corbel, the gradations of which provide the 
effect of a gentle curve.

The Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company building continues to function as 
per the intent of the original design. It has been well-preserved in an 
unaltered state.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company building is significant among commercial/ 
industrial buildings in Minneapolis as one of unique design accomplished through 
simplicity and the execution of integral ornament, the combination of which can 
be traced to the strong influences of Louis Sullivan on commercial architecture 
at the turn of the century. The architects, Kees and Colburn, knew of Sullivan's 
work and employed his philosophies and designs in several of their large-scale 
commissions in Minneapolis. Of these, the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
Building is unique in a sense of monumental dignity and permanence through a 
highly restrained handling of ornamentation.

The Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company building has been recognized by the 
Minneapolis Planning Commission in a report of 1969 as "... the best designed 
commercial-industrial structure yet built in Minneapolis." It has also been 
entered on the "candidate" list for preservation by the Minneapolis Heritage 
Preservation Commission.
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Note: This change applies to the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company Building in 
Hennepin County, Minnesota

Reference Number: 77000745

State: Minnesota

County: Hennepin

Resource Name (Historic) : Northern Implement Company

Comments: Historically the building is associated with the Northern
Implement Company.

(Torbert, Donald R. SIGNIFICANT ARCHITECTURE IN THE HISTORY 
OF MINNEAPOLIS. Minneapolis: Minneapolis Planning Commission 
and the Minneapolis Chapter, American Institute of Architects, 
1969)

Nina M. Archabal Date 
State Historic Preservation Officer
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NFS Form 10-900-a 
(Rev. 8-86)

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register Of Historic Places Great Northern Implement Company 
Continuation Sheet Name of property

Hennepin County, MN
County and State

Section 1 Page 1

Reference Number: 77000745

State: MN

County: Hennepin

Resource Name (Historic): Great Northern Implement Company

Location, Street & Number: 616 S. 3rd St.

Comments: This is the correct historic name.
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Britta L. Bloomberg Cj 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
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