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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Goliad County Courthouse D i s t r i c t i s located i n the sout h - c e n t r a l 
p o r t i o n o f the girded townsite o f Goliad, Texas. The area continues 
t o be the commercial and governmental center o f the community, as w e l l 
as the county seat. Professional o f f i c e s and r e s i d e n t i a l space are 
also present. Single f a m i l y housing f l a n k s the d i s t r i c t on three sides, 
and undeveloped land recedes t o the south t o the Snake Creek below the 
c i t y . The n o r t h boundary o f the d i s t r i c t i s F r a n k l i n s t r e e t , and i n ­
cludes Fannin Plaza between South Market and South Washington s t r e e t s ; 
the east perimeter i s south Market s t r e e t , i n c l u s i v e of the Durham Hotel 
between South Market and South Washington s t r e e t s ; the south frontage 
of Fannin s t r e e t i s the south perimeter; and the west boundary i s South 
Commercial s t r e e t and includes the Dr. Lipscomb House and the Goliad 
Advance Guard B u i l d i n g between South Commerce and South C h i l t o n s t r e e t s . 

photos: 
The Goliad County Courthouse (7 and 8) dominates the d i s t r i c t , and i s 
surrounded by one and two s t o r y s t r u c t u r e s o f masonry, b r i c k , or wood 
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . The domed, mansard r o o f courthouse was b u i l t i n 
the Second Empire s t y l e of l o c a l , rough-cut limestone, and opened i n 
1894. The stone masonry was e x c e l l e n t , and the execution of the design 
was s o p h i s t i c a t e d . The spanning o f the openings v a r i e d w i t h each l e v e l , 
the changing from round, t o f l a t , t o segmental arches was emphasized 
w i t h s u b t l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n c o l o r . Cut-stone p i l a s t e r s accented the 
w a l l s o f rough-cut limestone blocks. I n a d d i t i o n , darkened stringcourses 
d e l i n e a t e d the f l o o r l e v e l s along the facade. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the dome 
and t u r r e t s were destroyed i n a 1942 storm, and a 1964 a d d i t i o n has 
f u r t h e r imbalanced the o r i g i n a l scheme. The s t r u c t u r e nonetheless 
remains as the imposing f o c a l p o i n t o f the d i s t r i c t . 

Most a r c h i t e c t u r e o f the d i s t r i c t i s o f l a t e nineteenth century or e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century v i n t a g e . Although blemished by the "modernization" 
o f the f i r s t l e v e l facades o f some b u i l d i n g s , the conformity t o scale 
and the r e p e t i t i o n o f b r i c k , wood, and limestone as b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s 
c o n t r i b u t e t o the u n i t y o f the town square. 

Structures included w i t h i n the submission which provide a rep r e s e n t a t i v e 
view o f the d i s t r i c t i n c lude (by photo): 

1. The Old Market House. 1871. A one-story, wood frame, gabled 
b u i l d i n g w i t h parapet f r o n t . Open b e l f r y was added i n 1890. The b u i l d i n g 
today houses a museum as w e l l as the Goliad Chamber o f Commerce. (See 
Nati o n a l Register submission, "Old Market House Museum", Oct., 1972) 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Goliad County Courthouse District is located in the south-central 
portion of the girded townsite of Goliad, Texas. The area continues 
to be the commercial and governmental center of the community, as well 
as the county seat. Professional offices and residential space are 
also present. Single family housing flanks the district on three sides, 
and undeveloped land recedes to the south to the Snake Creek below the 
city. The north boundary of the district is Franklin street, and in­
cludes Fannin Plaza between South Market and South Washington streets; 
the east perim~ter is south Market street, inclusive of the Durham Hotel 
between South Market and South Washington streets; the south frontage 
of Fannin street is the south perimeter; and the west boundary is South 
Commercial street and includes the Dr. Lipscomb House and the Goliad 
Advance Guard Building between South Commerce and South Chilton streets. 

photos: 
The Goliad County Courthouse (7 and 8) dominates the district, and is 
surrounded by one and two story structures of masonry, brick, or wood 
frame construction. The domed, mansard roof courthouse was built in 
the Second Empire style of local, rough-cut limestone, and opened in 
1894. The stone masonry was excellent, and the execution of the design 
was sophisticated. The sp~nning of the openings v~ried with each level, 
the changing frqm round, to flat, to .segmental arches was emphasized 
with subtle differences in color. Cut-stone pilasters accented the 
walls of rough-cut limestone blocks. In addition, darkened stringcourses 
delineated -the floor levels along the facade. Unfortunately, the dome 
and turrets were destroyed in a 1942 storm, and a 19§4 addition has 
further imbalanced the original scheme. The structure nonetheless 
remains as the i~posing focal point of the district: , __ 

Most architecture of the district is of late nineteenth century or early 
twentieth century vintage. Although blemished by the "modernization" 
of the first level facades of some buildings, the conformity to scale 
and the repetition of brick, wood, and limestone as building materials 
contribute to the unity of the town square. 

Structures included within the submission which provide a representative 
view of the district include (by photo): 

1. The Old Market House. 1871. A one-story, wood frame, gabled 
building with parapet front. Open belfry was added in 1890. The building 
today houses a museum as well as the Goliad Chamber of Commerce. (See 
National Register submission, "Old Market House Museum", Oct., 1972) 
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2, The Cole-Block Buildings. A se r i e s of three adjoining buildings 

b u i l t i n the 1890's. \ < S ^ i ^ ^ \ S S - ^ ^ i e d ^ W I ^ f/Telf) 

(a) The l a r g e s t i s located on t h e northwest corner o f the square. 
I t has two s t o r i e s , and a p r o j e c t i n g second l e v e l veranda w i t h turned 
balustrade supported by box columns a t the f i r s t and second l e v e l s . 
The cornice i s accentuated w i t h d e n t i l s , bosses, and decorative 
brackets. The ground l e v e l i s a p r i n t shop; the upper l e v e l i s a 
p r i v a t e residence. 
(b) The second l a r g e s t o f the se r i e s i s the second from the corner. 
B u i l t o f b r i c k , the corners o f the facade are deli n e a t e d w i t h 
r u s t i c a t e d limestone quoins. The rounded arches spanning the second 
l e v e l windows and p r o j e c t i n g s i l l s are l i k e w i s e o f r u s t i c a t e d lime­
stone. The cornice i s the same as the p r e v i o u s l y described Cole-
Block b u i l d i n g . The lower l e v e l i s a barber shop; the upper l e v e l 
i s a p r i v a t e residence. 
(c) The t h i r d Cole-Block b u i l d i n g i s a narrow b r i c k b u i l d i n g , 
constructed t o enclose the space between the l a r g e r two b u i l d i n g s . 
The simple b r i c k suggestion o f a cornice i s the most d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 
f e a t u r e o f the facade. 

3. (a)The Maetze Bank B u i l d i n g . 1896. B u i l t o f b r i c k , the two-story 
V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g i s l a r g e l y i n t a c t . The facade i s set i n 
an a-b-a p a t t e r n . F l a t arches and l i n t e l s span the openings of the f i r s t 
l e v e l ; the round arches o f the second l e v e l are made o f a l t e r n a t i n g 
b r i c k and stone, and are topped by lanc e t hood-moulds. Keystones and 
stri n g c o u r s e are vermiculated limestone. Sections o f b r i c k are set i n 
saw-tooth patterns, and a c o r b e l l e d cornice add t o the decorative q u a l i t y . 
The lower l e v e l i s business o f f i c e s , the upper l e v e l i s a p r i v a t e residence 

(b) Von Dohlen B u i l d i n g s , ca. 1890's. The a d j o i n i n g one-story and two-
s t o r y , b r i c k , V i c t o r i a n commercial b u i l d i n g s have had t h e i r f i r s t l e v e l 
i n t e r i o r s combined and ground l e v e l facades "modernized" w i t h glass and 
aluminiim s t o r e f r o n t s . A drug s t o r e occupies the two b u i l d i n g s . 
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2. The Cole-Block Buildings. 
built in the 1890 1s. {A A 

u ;... ) 

A series of three adjoining buildings 

(a) The largest is located on the northwest corner of the square. 
It has two stories, and a projecting second level veranda with turned 
balustrade supported by box columns at the first and second levels. 
The cornice is accentuated with dentils, 1:Dsses, and decorative 
brackets. The ground level is a print shop; the upper level is a 
private residence. 
(b) The second largest of the series is the second from the corner. 
Built of brick, the corners of the facade are delineated with 
rusticated limestone quoins. The rounded arches spanning the second 
level windows and projecting sills are likewise of rusticated lime­
stone. The cornice is the same as the previously described Cole­
Block building. The lower level is a barber shop; the upper level 
is a private residence. 
(c) The third Cole-Block building is a narrow brick building, 
constructed to enclose the space between the larger two buildings. 
The simple brick suggestion of a cornice is the most distinguishing 
feature of the facade. 

3.(a}rhe Maetze Bank Building. 1896. Built of brick, the two-story 
Victorian commercial building is largely intact. The facade is set in 
an a-b-a pattern. Flat arches and lintels span the openings of the first 
level; the round arches of the second level are made of alternating 
brick and stone, and are topped by lancet hood-moulds. Keystones and 
stringcourse are vermiculated limestone. Sections of brick are set in 
saw-tooth patterns, and a corbelled cornice add to the decorative quality. 
The lower level is business offices, the upper level is a private residence. 

(b) Von Dohlen Buildings. ca. 1890 1 s. The adjoining one-story and two­
story, brick, Victorian commercial buildings have had their first level 
interiors combined and ground level facades "modernized" with glass and 
aluminum storefronts. A drug store occupies the two buildings. 
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4. ( a ) C h i l t o n B u i l d i n g s . The two-story, a d j o i n i n g b r i c k b u i i i n g s 
have both had t h e i r f i r s t l e v e l s covered w i t h modern aluminum and glass 
s t o r e f r o n t s . The second l e v e l facade o f the 1901 C h i l t o n B u i l d i n g i s 
V i c t o r i a n i n character, w i t h a l t e r n a t i n g c o l o r s o f b r i c k emphasizing 
various pa t t e r n s created by the b r i c k arrangement. The l a t e r C h i l t o n 
B u i l d i n g has had the second l e v e l o f the facade covered w i t h aluminum 
panels; the exposed b r i c k parapet i s d e t a i l e d w i t h b r i c k c o r b e l l i n g . 
A hardware s t o r e now occupies the b u i l d i n g s . 

(b) Masonic Lodge B u i l d i n g . 1854. The two-story, p l a s t e r e d lime­
stone rubble b u i l d i n g , has been a l t e r e d t o b r i n g i t i n t o a V i c t o r i a n 
character. The most notable f e a t u r e o f the facade i s a pressed t i n 
cornice. I t i s s t i l l the meeting h a l l f o r the Goliad Lodge No. 94. 

5. (a)Eberhardt and Meeve B u i l d i n g , ca. 1895. The two-story b r i c k , 
V i c t o r i a n commercial s t r u c t u r e has a facade o f a-b-a scheme. D i f f e r e n t 
colored b r i c k are u t i l i z e d t o emphasize b r i c k p a t t e r n i n g o f the facade. 
The b u i l d i n g i s l a r g e l y i n t a c t , and now stands vacant. 

(b)Unnamed t w e n t i e t h century b r i c k b u i l d i n g . Although a one-story 
s t r u c t u r e , i t has a high parapet, and the facade i s set i n an a-b-a 
p a t t e r n w i t h a lower l e v e l a d d i t i o n . There i s l i t t l e ornamentation. 
The b u i l d i n g i s l a r g e l y i n t a c t , and i s vacant. 

6. The Denham H o t e l , ca. 1880. A two-story, wood frame, V i c t o r i a n 
s t r u c t u r e w i t h s e veral a d d i t i o n s . The steep gables are decorated w i t h 
pendants and bargeboards. An unusual f e a t u r e i s t h e two chimney stacks 
o f four chimney sh a f t s each. I t i s now a p r i v a t e residence. 
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4. (a}Chilton Buildings. The two-story, adjoining brick builings 
have both had their first levels covered with modern aluminum and glass 
storefronts. The second level facade of the 1901 Chilton Building is 
Victorian in character, with alternating colors of brick emphasizing 
various patterns created by the brick arrangement. The later Chilton 
Building has had the second level of the facade ~overed with aluminum 
panels; the exposed brick parapet is detailed with brick corbelling. 
A hardware store now occupies the bui l dings. 

(b) Masonic Lodge Building. 1854. The two-story, plastered lime­
stone rubble building, has been a ered to bring it into a Victorian 
character. The most notable feature of the facade is a pressed tin 
cornice. I t is still the meeting hall for the Goliad Lodge No. 94. 

5. (a}Eberhardt and Meeve Building. ca. 1895. The two-story brick, 
Victorian commercial structure has a facade of a-b-a scheme. Different 
colored brick are utilized to emphasize brick patterning of the facade. 
The building is largely intact, and now stands vacant. 

(b)Unnamed twentieth century brick building. Although a one-story 
structure, it has a high parapet, and the facade is set in an a-b-a 
pattern with a lower level addition. There is little ornamentation. 
The building is largely intact, and is vacant. 

6. The Denham Hotel. ca. 1880. A two-story, wood frame, Victorian 
structure with several additions. The steep gables are decorated with 
pendants and bargeboards. An unusual feature is the two chimney stacks 
of four c himney shafts each. It is now a private residence. 
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(Goliad H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . . . ) 

The Masonic Lodge B u i l d i n g (photo #4, b u i l d i n g "b") was b u i l t 
of rubble limestone i n 1854. The windows were a l t e r e d and a 
handsome, pressed t i n V i c t o r i a n cornice, embossed the year of 
remodeling, was added i n 1907. 
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(Goliad Historic District .•. ) 

The Masonic Lodge Building (photo #4, building "b") was built 
of rubble limestone in 1854. The windows were altered and a 
handsome, pressed tin Victorian cornice, embossed the year of 
remodeling, was added in 1907. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Goliad County Courthouse, together w i t h the surrounding pioneer Texas, 
V i c t o r i a n , and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century s t r u c t u r e s , provide one of the 
most complete examples o f the e a r l y courthouse square i n Texas. Dominated 
by the limestone Second Empire s t y l e courthouse constructed i n 1894, the 
d i s t r i c t contains one and two-story s t r u c t u r e s o f b r i c k , masonry, or wood 
frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . Because modern i n t r u s i o n s are r a r e , the square r e t a i n s 
an ambience reminiscent of Goliad o f the f i r s t q uarter o f t h i s century. 

One of the three o l d e s t m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n Texas, Goliad was the s i t e of 
an Aramana Ind i a n v i l l a g e named Santa Dorotea when the mission Nuestra 
Senora d e l E s p i r i t o Santo de Zuniga and the p r e s i d i o Nuestra Senora de 
Loreto were moved there i n 1749. S t r a t e g i c a l l y s i t u a t e d on a rocky r i s e 
above the San Antonio River, the p r e s i d i o was occupied by Spanish troops 
u n t i l the Mexican Revolution o f 1810-12. "La Bahia" evolved as the popular 
name of both the p r e s i d i o and the mission, b u t i n 1829, the Mexican Con­
gress o f Coahuila and Texas declared the settlement a town, t o be c a l l e d 
"Goliad" i n honor o f a p a t r i o t p r i e s t of the Mexican Revolution. The newly 
declared m u n i c i p a l i t y owed i t s importance t o the nearby p o r t o f Copano, 
j u s t f o r t y miles d i s t a n t , which was ch a l l e n g i n g Matamoros f o r the l u c r a t i v e 
Mexican i n t e r i o r t r a d e . Goliad c o n t r i b u t e d expert smugglers as w e l l as 
oxcarts and d r i v e r s t o provide t r a n s p o r t a t i o n between p o r t and market. 

The p r o x i m i t y t o shipping also e s t a b l i s h e d the s t r a t e g i c importance of 
Goliad from the outset o f the Texas Revolution. I n October of 1835, the 
garrison p r o t e c t i n g the supplies of Mexican General Cos was captured by 
Texan forces commandered by George M. C o l l i n s w o r t h and Ben Milam. Thus 
i s o l a t e d from supplies and reinforcements by way o f sea, the weakened 
Mexican Army was ev e n t u a l l y defeated. 

On December 20, 1835, the c i t i z e n s o f Goliad gathered f o r the reading of 
the Goliad D e c l a r a t i o n o f Independence, a s s e r t i n g t h a t the former depart­
ment of Texas ought t o be a"free, sovereign, and independent s t a t e . " 
The document a n t i c i p a t e d by two days Stephen F. Austin's pronouncement 

f a v o r i n g independence made a t Velasco, and preceded the Texas Declaration 
of Independence by seventy-two days. 

El SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _ RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION _LAW _ SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _ SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 .,Z\RCHITECTURE _ EDUCATION _ MILITARY XsoCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ ENGINEERING _MUSIC _ THEATER 

X1a00-1899 _ COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

X1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GQ.VERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_ INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Goliad County courthouse, together with the surrounding pioneer Texas, 
Victorian , and early twentieth century structures, provide one of the 
most complete examples of the early courthouse square in Texas. Dominated 
by the limestone Second Empire style courthouse constructed in 1894, the 
district contains one and two-story structures of brick, masonry, -or wood 
frame construction. Because modern intrusions are rare, the square retains 
an ambience reminiscent of Goliad of the first quarter of this century. 

One of the three oldest municipalities in Texas, Goliad was the site of 
an Aramana Indian village named Santa Dorotea when the mission Nuestra 
Senora del Espirito Santo de Zuniga and the presidio Nuestra Senora de 
Loreto were moved there in 1749. Strategically situated on a rocky rise 
above the San Antonio River, the presidio was occupied by Spanish troops 
until the Mexican Revolution of 1810-12. "La'. Bahia" evolved as the popular 
name of both the presidio and the mission, but in 1829, the Mexican Con­
gress of Coahuila ·and Texas declared the settlement a town, to be called 
"Goliad" in honor of a patriot priest of the Mexican Revolution. The newly 
declared municipality owed its importance to the nearby port of Copano, 
just forty miles distant, which was challenging Matamoros for the lucrative 
Mexican interior trade. Goliad contributed expert smugglers as well as 
oxcarts and drivers to provide transportation between port and market. 

The proximity to shipping also established the strategic importance of 
Goliad from the outset of the Texas Revolution. In October of 1835, the 
garrison protecting the supplies of Mexican General Cos was captured by 
Texan forces commandered by George M. Collinsworth and Ben Milam. Thus 
isolated from supplies and reinforcements by way of sea, the weakened 
Mexican Army was eventually defeated. 

On December 20, 1835, the citizens of Goliad gathered for the reading of 
the Goliad Declaration of Independence, asserting that the former depart­
ment of Texas ought ·to ·be a"free, sovereign, and independent state." 
The document anticipated by two days Stephen F. Austin's pronouncement 
favoring independence made at Velasco, and preceded the Texas Declaration 
of Independence by seventy-two days. 
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The f o l l o w i n g year a r e t r e a t i n g Texas army under Colonel James W. Fannin 
was overtaken by a large Mexican force o u t s i d e the c i t y . Returned t o 
Goliad, some three hundred and f o r t h y men were executed i n what became 
known as the "Goliad Massacre." 

A f t e r independence, the county o f Goliad, namedfor the small, h i s t o r i c 
c i t y , was organized as one of the o r i g i n a l counties of the Republic of 
Texas. The area was p r a c t i c a l l y deserted f o r several years as many o f 
the Mexican s e t t l e r s r e t r e a t e d south. Anglo-American settlement d i d not 
begin u n t i l 1840 and i n t h a t same year the town o f Goliad was incorporated 
by the congress o f the Republic. 

The e x i s t i n g courthouse, the f o u r t h b u i l t f o r Goliad County, was completed 
i n 1894 by the Texas c o n s t r u c t i o n f i r m o f M a r t i n , Byrnes, and Johnston, 
and the design i s reputed t o be the c r e a t i o n o f noted Texas a r c h i t e c t 
A l f r e d G i l e s . Along w i t h the Caldwell County Courthouse (1893), almost a 
f a c s i m i l i e , the two are considered t o be e x c e p t i o n a l l y elegant examples of 
the Second Empire S t y l e as ap p l i e d t o p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s i n Texas. The 
v i s u a l s t r e n g t h o f the mansard r o o f combined w i t h the soaring t h r u s t o f 
the c e n t r a l dome provided an imposing symbol o f the people of Goliad County, 
I n d i c a t i v e o f the p r i d e and excitement associated w i t h the courthouse were 
the ceremonies c o n t r i v e d t o dedicate the new e d i f i c e . Excursion t r a i n s 
c a r r i e d v i s i t o r s from about South Texas and as f a r away as Houston f o r a 
ce l e b r a t i o n of o r a t i o n s and barbecue. 

The a u t h o r i t y manifested i n the courthouse i s underscored by the "Hanging 
Tree" on the a d j o i n i n g lawn. At various times from 1846 t o 1870 cour t 
was held beneath t h i s t r e e and c a p i t a l sentences were q u i c k l y c a r r i e d out 
by means of a convenient limb. During the 1857 viole n c e known as the 
"Cart War", about seventy men were k i l l e d , some on t h i s t r e e i n groups as 
large as f i v e . 

Other b u i l d i n g s i n the d i s t r i c t have also played an e s p e c i a l l y important 
r o l e i n the l i f e o f the community and county. The Old Market House, a 
National Register p r o p e r t y , i s a one-story, steepled, wood frame s t r u c t u r e . 
B u i l t by the c i t y i n 1871, space was rented t o ranchers and farmers t o 
s e l l meat and produce. I n 1886 i t was converted t o a firehouse, the f i r s t 
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The following year a retreating Texas army under Colonel James W. Fannin 
was overtaken by a large Mexican force outside the city. Returned to 
Goliad, some three hundred and forthy men were executed in what became 
known as the "Goliad Massacre." 

After independence, the county of Goliad, namedfor the small, historic 
city, was organized as one of the original counties of the Republic of 
Texas. The area was practically deserted for several years as many of 
the Mexican settlers retreated south. Anglo-American settlement did not 
begin until 1840 and in that same year the town of Goliad was incorporated 
by the Congress of the Republic. 

The existing courthouse, the fourth built for Goliad County, was completed 
in 1894 by the Texas construction firm of Martin, Byrnes, and Johnston, 
and the design is reputed to be the creation of noted Texas architect 
Alfred Giles. Along with the Caldwell County courthouse (1893), almost a 
facsimilie, the two are considered to be exceptionally elegant examples of 
the Second Empire Style as applied to public buildings in Texas. The 
visual strength of the mansard roof combined with the soaring thrust of 
the central dome provided an imposing symbol of the people of Goliad County. 
Indicative of the pride and excitement associated with the courthouse were 
the ceremonies contrived to dedicate the new edifice. Excursion trains 
carried visitors from about South Texas and as far away as Houston for a 
celebration of orations and barbecue. 

The authority manifested in the courthouse is underscored by the "Hanging 
Tree" on the adjoining lawn. At various times from 1846 to 1870 court 
was held beneath this tree and capital sentences were quickly carried out 
by means of a convenient limb. During the 1857 violence known as the 
"Cart War", about seventy men were killed, some on this tree in groups as 
large as five. 

Other buildings in the district have also played an especially important 
role in the life of the community and county. The Old Market House, a 
National Register property, is a one-story, steepled, wood frame structure. 
Built by the city in 1871, space was rented to ranchers arid farmers to 
sell meat and produce. In 1886 it was converted to a firehouse, the first 
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i n Goliad. A steeple added i n 1890 housed a new b e l l t o sound alarms 
and mark the hours o f the n i g h t . U n t i l 1964 i t was the firehouse f o r 
the l o c a l volunteer f i r e f i g h t e r s . I t has since operated i n the dual 
capacity of home t o the C i t y Chamber o f Commerce and a museum of l o c a l 
h i s t o r y . 

The Masonic Temple B u i l d i n g was constructed f o r the Goliad Lodge No. 94, 
chartered i n 1852. A l l meetings have been held i n t h i s two-story, rubble 
stone b u i l d i n g since i t was completed i n 1854. For many years the Goliad 
post o f f i c e and c i t y h a l l occupied the f i r s t l e v e l . 

Other s t r u c t u r e s around the square have housed banks, commercial enter­
p r i s e s , and p r o f e s s i o n a l o f f i c e s . Many were b u i l t t o accomodate business 
a c t i v i t i e s on the f i r s t l e v e l and provide l i v i n g q uarters on the upper 
l e v e l f o r the owner. A number o f the b u i l d i n g s have stood vacant i n 
recent years. But new i n t e r e s t i n the Square has brought a f l o u r i s h o f 
a c t i v i t y . Local c i t i z e n s are p r e s e n t l y o r g a n i z i n g t o coordinate a compre­
hensive r e s t o r a t i o n e f f o r t . Placement o f the Goliad County Courthouse 
D i s t r i c t on the N a t i o n a l Register would be a d d i t i o n a l i n c e n t i v e f o r re s ­
t o r a t i o n . 

GPO 892 455 

Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74) 

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I TERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ON LY 

RECEtVED APR 2 9 "1976 

DATE ENTERED 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAG E 2 -----------
in Goliad. A steeple added in 1890 housed a new bell to sound alarms 
and mark the hours of the night. Until 1964 it was the firehouse for 
the local volunteer fire fighters. It has since operated in the dual 
capacity of home to the City Chamber of Commerce and a museum of local 
history . 

The Masonic Temple Building was constructed for the Goliad Lodge No. 94, 
chartered in 1852. All meetings have been held in this two-story, rubble 
stone building since it was completed in 1854. For many years the Goliad 
post office and city hall occupied the first level. 

Other structures around the square have housed banks, commercial enter­
prises, and professional offices. Many were built to accomodate business 
activities on the first level and provide living quarters on the upper 
level for the owner. A number of the buildings have stood vacant in 
recent years. But new interest in the Square has brought a flourish of 
activity. Local citizens are presently organizing to coordinate a compre­
hensive restoration effort. Placement of the Goliad County Courthouse 
District on the National Register would be additional incentive for res­
tor ation. 
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Goliad Market House 
Old Market House Museum 
Goliad, Tx 
Joe Oppermann 
Texas Historical Comm. files photo 
1976 
West Facade ,.,..­
Photo #1 ,.+ I~ 

APR 2 9 1976 
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Cole-Block Buildings 
Goliad, TX 
T2xas Historical Comm. photo files 
1976 
South facade 
Photo #2 v-j. is-

APR 2 9 1976 
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Maetze Ba nk Building; and Von Dohlen 
Buildings. Goliad, Texas 
Texas Historical Commission photos 
East facade 
Photo #3 41FI~ 

APR 9 9 1976 
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Chilton Buildings; and Masonic Temple Blds 
Goliad, Tx 
Texas Historical Commission files 
East facade 
Pho tcr ,#4 ~ ,~-

APR 2 9 1976 
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Eberhardt and Meeve Building: 
Unnamed 20th century brick building 
Texas Historical Commission photos 
Photo #5 "1;; I -
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Old Denham Hotel 
Goliad, TX 
Texas Historical Commission photo files 
Photo #6 '-1- 1.1-
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Goliad County Courthouse ~ ~ 

Goliad, Texas 
Photocopy of historic 
Historical Commission 
Northeast oblique 
Photo #7 '-j... ,r 

JUN 2 9 1976 :9 O(: 

photo in Texas 
Marker File. 

APR ?. 9 1976 





Goliad County Courthouse 7~ ~ 
Goliad, Texas 
Todd Webb; photo-copy of photograph in 
Texas Public Buildings of t he 19th 
Century. circa 1974. 
North facade. 
Photo #8. ,..1 .. .1 j-

APR 2 9 1976 





Dr. Lir, scomb House; and the Goliad Advance 
Guard Building 

Goliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann, Texas Historical Commission 

May 11, 1976 
South · facades # 9 "f. ;r 

~ ~ ~ /~ ~ 

JUN 2 9 1976 :b "~ 





North Side of the Courthouse Square 
@oliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann, Texas Historical Commission, 

May 11, 1976 
South Elevation, North Side of the Courthouse 

# 10 ~•S-

~ ~ ~ 7~ ~ 

JUN 2 8 1976 

JUN 2 9 1976 v0 '=' 
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North half of the west side of the 
Courthouse Square 

Goliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann, Texas Historical Commission, 

May 11, 1976 
East Elevation, North half of the west side 

of the Courthouse Square 
# 11 "1--'~ 
~ c~ ~ ~ ~ 

JUN 28 1976 
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South half, west side of the Courthouse 
Square 

Goliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann, Texas Historical Commission, 

May 11, 1976 
East Elevation, south half of the west side 

of the Courthouse Square 
# 12 c-f_1r-
~ ~ ~~ 7~•-<-<-c.: ~ 

JUN 2 8 1976 

JUN 2 9 1976 ;N(:' 





South Side of the Courthouse Square 
Goliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann, Texas Historical Commission, 

May 11, 1976 
North Elevation, south side of the Courthouse 

Square 
#13 o-,J._1S-
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South half of the east side of the Courthouse 
Square 

Goliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann ·, Texas Historical Commission, 

May 11, 1976 
West elevation, south half of the east side 

~f the Courthouse Square 
# 14 "1-- u -

~ ~ ~ 7~ ~ 

JUN 2 8 1976 

JUN 2 9 1976 )ac--





North half of the east side of Courbhouse 
Square 

Goliad, Texas 
Goliad County 
Joe Oppermann, Texas Historical Commission, 

May 11, 1976 
West elevation, north half of the east side 

of the Courthouse Square 
#15 ,,.,/ 1.!ir 

()~_-:C n -.-, ~ -~ ~'- ____. ---- I ~ 

JUN 28 19 

JUN 2 9 1976 _)d4, 
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AECittW,~~ o,a 

Historic Name: Goliad County Courthouse Historic District (Amendment to Reclassify Properties) 
Other name/site number: NA 
Name of related multiple property listing: NA 

I 2. Location 

Street & number: Portions of nine blocks centered on the Goliad County Courthouse 
City or town: Goliad State: Texas County: Goliad 
Not for publication: □ Vicinity: □ 

I 3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
0 nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property 0 meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following levels of significance: 
□ national D statewide 0 local 

Applicable National Register Criteria: 0A DB 0C DD 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

Texas Historical Commission 
State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

j 4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that the property is: 

_ entere 'in the National Register 
_ dete ined eligible for the National Register 

mined not eligible for the National Register. 
· Re ister • 
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5. Classification 
 
Number of Resources within the District: 
 

Contributing Noncontributing  
42 11 buildings 
2 1 sites 
- 2 structures 
- - objects 

44 14 total 
 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: 12 
  
7. Description  
 
Narrative Description (see continuation sheets 5 through 22) 
 
8. Statement of Significance 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance (see continuation sheets 23 through 34) 
 
9. Major Bibliographic References  
 
Bibliography (see continuation sheets 35 through 39) 
  
11. Form Prepared By   
 
Form Prepared By: 
 
NAME: Patsy Light and Morgan Price 
STREET & NUMBER: 300 Argyle Avenue     
TELEPHONE: (210) 824-5914 
CITY OR TOWN: Alamo Heights   
STATE:  Texas   
ZIP CODE: 78209 
  
Additional Documentation  
 
Maps   (see continuation sheet 40) 
 
Additional items  
 
Photographs  (see continuation sheets 3 and 4) 
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Photographs (2014) 
 
Goliad Courthouse Square Historic District 
Goliad, Goliad County, Texas 
Photographed by Patsy Pittman Light (except as noted) 
Location of Digital files: Texas Historical Commission  
Photos Taken: May 2013-August 2014  
 
Photo 1 
Ballard-Seidel Hotel-Cole House Building 
Camera facing: West 
 
Photo 2 
Commercial Building 
Camera facing: Northwest 
 
Photo 3 
Cole-Lott #1-3 
Camera facing: North 
 
Photo 4 
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Photo 11 
Burns Building 
Camera facing: Southwest 
 
Photo 12 
Seeligson  Building 
Camera facing: South 
 
Photo 13 
Garza House 
Camera facing: North 
 
Photo 14 
Goliad National Bank 
Camera facing: East 
 
Photo 15 
Old Market House 
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Photo 16 
Goliad Courthouse 
Camera facing: Northeast 
 
Photo 17 
Stormfeltz Residence 
Camera facing: South 
 
Photo 18 
South Side Courthouse Square 
Camera facing: Southeast 
 
Photo 19 
North Side of Courthouse Square 
Camera facing: Northeast 
 
Photo 20 
West Side 200 Block of Commercial Street 
Camera facing: Northwest 
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Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  time for 
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate 
or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, 
DC. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM 
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Goliad County Courthouse Historic District (Amendment to Reclassify Properties)  

 
 

 
Page 5 

Statement of Purpose for this Nomination Amendment 
 
The purpose of this nomination is to amend the 1976 National Register listing for the Goliad Courthouse Square 
Historic District. The nomination had no inventory, no defined period of significance, a limited bibliography. Four 
of the photographs were incorrectly identified. Additional historic properties were indicated on the map, but not 
numbered nor identified. The Texas Historical Commission completed a survey in 1976, and, since the survey and 
the National Register listing, there have been changes to the district. Additionally, numerous buildings not fifty 
years old at the time of the listing are now eligible to be included. The original boundary remains the same. 
 
This narrative was made possible with information from the book authored by Beth White. After retiring from 
school teaching, Ms. White recorded detailed facts from copies of newspapers from the White family’s collection in 
her book, Goliad Remembered 1836-1940; The Raucous, Cultured Century!1 Early archival records for Goliad are 
limited as the courthouse records burned in 1870.  
 
Description 
 
The Goliad County Courthouse District is located in the south-central portion of the town site of Goliad, Texas. The 
area continues to be the commercial and governmental center of the community, as well as the county seat. 
Professional offices, mercantile stores, restaurants, residential spaces (several on the upper floors of commercial 
buildings) and homes are also present. Single-family housing flanks the district on the east and the west, and 
undeveloped land (with three residences) recedes south to Snake Creek and the San Antonio River below the city. 
The north boundary of the district is Franklin Street, and includes Fannin Plaza between South Market and South 
Washington Streets; the east perimeter is South Market Street, inclusive of the Southern Pacific Railroad Baggage 
Building; the south frontage of Fannin Street, inclusive of the Stormfeltz and Pettus houses, the Armory ruins, and 
Branch Park, is the south perimeter; and the west boundary is South Commercial Street and includes the Brooking-
Lipscomb-White House and the Goliad Advance Guard Building on West End Street. 
 
The square is based on the “Harrisonburg Plan, with six points of entry…with streets that intersect or are tangential 
to the sides of the courthouse square.” The style originated in Eastern and Midwestern states; in Texas the only 
other fully developed square of this type is in Bellville, Austin County.2  
 
The town of Goliad is in a portion of the Post Oak Savannah Belt, and the rights of way of three streets in the 
historical district are interrupted by the presence of giant Live Oaks. One tree is on South Market Street between 
the courthouse and the Volbrecht-Getzwiller Building, two on Franklin Street, and one on Carbajal Street. The 
famous Hanging Tree, a majestic example of quercus virginiana (Live Oak), additional smaller oaks, and a verdant 
St. Augustine lawn surround the Courthouse lending a touch of southern ambiance. The square, two blocks south of 
the bustling traffic of Highway 59, provides a nostalgic look back into more peaceful times. Gerald Moorhead 

                                                 
1 Beth White, Goliad Remembered: 1936-1940, The Raucous, Cultured Century! (Austin: Nortex Press, 1987).  Although 
many newspaper accounts in the book lack dates and there is no index, much of the history of the period of significance can be 
learned from Beth White. White’s father, J. A. White, Goliad County Judge for 22 years and the leading force for the 
establishment of Goliad State Historical Park, was also the owner and editor of the newspaper for many years. After his death, 
members of his family continued publication of the Goliad Advance-Guard. Ms. White’s book is out of print, but is available 
in the archives of the J. A. White Family Goliad Center for Texas History in the Goliad County Library. The room’s addition to 
the library in 2014 was made possible through a generous bequest from the White Family Trust.  
2 Virginia Main Street Communities: Harrisonburg Downtown Historic District. http://www.nps.bov/nr 
/trave/vamainstreet/har.htm. Accessed 6/2/2010. This article reveals that cultural geographer, Edward T. Price, wrote in his 
article on America’s courthouse squares that Harrisonburg, Virginia, had the earliest evidence of this plan, which later occurred 
in Georgia and Ohio.  
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wrote in 2013, “The town can be easily traversed by foot, the rewarding way to appreciate its rich mixture of 
nineteenth-and early-twentieth-century architecture.” He adds, “Despite being penetrated by the Houston-Laredo 
highway (U.S. 59) and the north-south 77-A/183, Goliad possesses the serenity of the older neighborhoods of San 
Antonio.”3  
 
The buildings around the square share some similarities: almost all of them have shed roofs at the sidewalk level; 
most of the two-story structures have verandas (some of them added in later years after construction); many have 
altered ground floor facades, but retain upper story late Victorian details; and in many cases, firewalls are present. 
The Pettus Building and the Bergmann Building have hand-operated pulley elevators. Beth White, author of Goliad 
Remembered, 1836-1940, wrote that “The building construction of the 1890-1900 period gave a new look to the 
Goliad Courthouse Square…several of the two-story vernacular Victorian buildings…with the many large live oak 
trees make the Goliad Square unique.”4 This uniqueness impressed Leon Hale, a columnist for the Houston Post 
and the Houston Chronicle, and he wrote in 1959 “There are few towns in Texas, to my notion, that are truly 
colorful…In Goliad, around the square and area adjacent, you can cut the color with a knife.”5 
 
Use of Local Building Materials 
 
The historic district’s building materials used during the years of 1894, 1900, 1906, and 1912 are graphically 
illustrated by color coding on the Sanborn maps: yellow for frame, blue for stone, pink for brick, and green for 
buildings considered “specials.” This “special” designation on the maps designates wagon shops, blacksmiths’ 
businesses, a furniture repairing shop, printing shops, and a tin shop—possibly indicating that these buildings could 
be flammable. The 1894 map reveals that approximately 65 frame buildings and structures far outnumbered the 14 
stone and eight brick edifices in the historic district at that time. The first of three fires on the square occurred on 
the north side in 1880s, two others, on the south side, were in 1914 and 1926. In 2014, there were five frame 
dwellings in addition to the frame Markethouse Museum and the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot Warehouse 
remaining within the boundary of the historic district. 
 
Goliad Rock 
 
The 1976 National Register listing describes the use of limestone as an additional building material, and this is 
evidenced by details on the Courthouse, the oldest Cole Block Building, and the Maetze Building. These limestone 
details are carved from a more refined stone than the local rock. Ray Smith, a stone expert, believes the Goliad rock 
is hard sandstone quarried in the Goliad area.6 When Jean Luis Berlandier visited the Villa de Goliad for the third 
time in 1834, he refers to “quartrose sandstone,” which he and his friend, Sr. Chowell, encountered.7 Several extant 
buildings and five basements in the district were constructed of Goliad rock. In 1847, the town council passed an 
act providing for the survey of the town tract of Goliad and appropriating the loose rock at the old mission for the 
benefit of persons residing in the town tract. Be it further enacted that the citizens residing in the town tract of 
Goliad shall have the right to take and carry away any loose rocks that may be found within the mission wall so that 

                                                 
3 Gerald Moorhead, Buildings of Texas: Central, South, and Gulf Coast (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 
2013), 496 
4 Beth White. Goliad Remembered, 1936-1949, the Raucous, Cultured Century! (Austin, Texas: Nortex Press, 1987), 57. 
5 Leon Hale. Beth White quotes his March 16, 1959 article. She did not specify the newspaper, 57. 
6 Ray Smith, owner of San Jacinto Stone Company in San Antonio. Conversation with Patsy Light, July 30, 2014. 
7 Jean Luis Berlandier. Journey to Mexico During the Years 1826 To 1834. Volume Two (Austin, Texas: The Texas 
StateHistorical Association in cooperation with the Center for Studies in Texas History, University of Texas at Austin, 1980), 
551-552. 
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in removing said rock no injury shall be done to the building and the wall enclosing same.8 R. E. “Bud” Robertson, 
a San Antonio rancher who lived in the mission granary with his family from 1876 to 1879 recalled (in 1942) that 
many local residents’ cisterns and walls were built from the mission stone and timbers and that his father 
“contracted and delivered the rock (from the Mission site) which built the first county jail in Goliad County,” and 
he believed that “the present Masonic building in Goliad was erected from building stone taken from the old 
church.”9 This rock from the walls and the ruins of Mission Espiritu Santo (and possibly the Presidio ruins, since 
both original Spanish sites were referred to as “the old mission” at one time) was also used to build the extant Cole 
Block Building, the Bluntzer Building (which was later faced with brick), the Volbrecht-Gertzwiller Building, the 
Armory, and the Ballard-Seidel House, as well as six basements around the square. In 1987, Beth White wrote that 
many early rock buildings and houses of the mid-1800s no longer existed. It was believed that the mortar used with 
the rocks was not durable causing many of the walls to collapse.10 Based on the fact that native rock was used for 
the reconstruction of Mission Espiritu Santo by the National Park Service and the Civilian Conservation Corps in 
the 1930s, it is very likely that rock quarries continued to exist in the area at that period.  
 
Goliad Brick 
 
A number of the commercial buildings are constructed of Goliad brick, which is characterized by its yellowish-tan 
color. Articles in the Goliad Advance Guard report that a brick factory was operating before the 1902 cyclone, and 
soon after the cyclone it was rebuilt by W. W. Denham (owner of the building on the south side of the square). It 
appears that it closed by 1906, but was reopened by Denham and a partner named Ellis in 1909.11 It is unclear if 
there were several kilns but evidence of the existence of one can be seen below Fannin Street in an area of dense 
undergrowth on private property near the San Antonio River. After the arrival of the railroad, bricks were acquired 
from sites in the U.S.  
 
Changes in the District since 1976  
 
Since the 1976 THC Survey, there are changes to some of the buildings in the historic district and the demolition of 
several buildings has resulted in vacant lots. Some of these changes have occurred at undocumented periods, others 
during 1983-1985, when the Main Street program provided technical assistance to property owners resulting in 
“face lifts” which gave a fresh look to the square. 
 
North Courthouse Square Street 
 
On the north side of Courthouse Square Street, the metal façade was removed from the Bergmann Building; the 
sign and awning were replaced on the Goliad Hardware and the veranda was replaced on the T.C. Black Building. 
At the rear of the block on Franklin Street, carports have been added to some of the buildings.  
 
The 200 Block of Commercial Street 
 
In the 200 Block of Commercial Street, signs were removed from the Baker-VonDohlen Building #1 and Baker-
VonDohlen #2 Building , the VonDohlen Building (no 1976 Historical Survey photo available), the Chilton 

                                                 
8 White, Goliad Remembered, 12, 13. 
9 “Former Goliad citizen Who Once Resided in Old Mission Building is Visitor at Goliad State Park.” The Goliad Advance 
Guard, February 6, 1942, p. 4. 
10 White, Goliad Remembered, 24. 
11 The location of the brick kilns, near the banks of the San Antonio River, are on private property and not accessible to the 
public. 
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Buildings #1 and #2 and the Commercial Building (no 1976 Historical Survey photo available). Second story 
porches (verandas) were added to the two-story Baker-VonDohlen Building #2 and the Maetze Bank. Some of the 
older signage has been replaced by newer signs hanging from the shed roofs over the sidewalks. A metal-roofed 
carport was added at the rear of the Masonic Lodge and a one-story garage with a screen porch was built behind the 
Maetze Building.  
 
The 300 Block of Commercial Street 
 
The Ewell Building and the Ewell Store-Room were being renovated in 2014, and two small adjoining buildings 
and Troy Cleaners were demolished between 2005 and 2013.  
 
The Stout-Pettus Block 
 
Original names of numerous buildings were revealed through research at the Courthouse, Market House Museum, 
Tax Records, and Goliad Library in 2013-14. Three connected brick buildings (previously not identified) in the 300 
block of Commercial on the West side of the Square (built in 1894) were identified as the Stout-Pettus Block.12 
This unique one-story brick building is the only “arcaded block” building configuration in the historic district. The 
continuous stepped parapet and the repetitive arches unify the three buildings into what appears to be a single 
building. It can be assumed that Jules Leffland was the architect, as it has a strong similarity to his documented 
designs for the LeTelle Mercantile Co. and the First National Bank of Bay City, Bay City Grocery, and Bay City 
Hardware in Bay City, Texas.13  
 
The southern section of the building which retained its original brick façade through the years and known as 
Appleby’s Store, was restored by Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Martin in 1985. For many years, the brick façades of the two 
buildings on the northern end (which housed various businesses at different periods: a bowling alley, a plumbing 
supply shop, a doctor’s office and a pharmacy) were concealed by plaster. These two Stout-Pettus Block buildings 
were acquired by Goliad County Library, purchased with funds from grants and matching county and private 
funding,14 and the plaster was removed revealing two identical buildings. Architect Ray Bailey of Houston was in 
charge of the renovation of these buildings in the late 1980s for the Goliad County Library. In1988-1989, the 
County purchased Mrs. Martin’s property, and in 1991 it was added to the library. From south of the library to 
Fannin Street, there are vacant lots that were occupied by frame and metal buildings which were demolished by the 
1980s. 
 
The Bull Durham Wall Advertisement 
 
In 2012, the Troy Cleaners, adjoining the northern wall of the Stout-Pettus block was sold. After the new owners 
made an interesting discovery, the Goliad Architectural Review Board granted them a demolition permit. When the 
sheetrock was removed from the interior wall next to the northern section of the Stout-Pettus Building, they 
discovered a 43-foot painted wall advertisement portraying an 8 x 12 foot bull with three foot high letters reading 
“SMOKE BLACKWELL’S DURHAM TOBACCO” and smaller letters, “HAS NO EQUAL” on the brick wall, all 

                                                 
12 White, Goliad Remembered, 61. 
13 Photos from “Matagorda County Buildings Designed by Jules Leffland.” http://www.rootsweb.ancestry 
.com/~txmatago/leffland_buildings.htm. Accessed 6/14/2013. 
14 The Goliad Advance Guard of May 5, 1988 reported that a request for a grant from the Texas State Library under the Library 
Services and Construction Act resulted in match funds of $100,000.00 to be matched by $100,000.00 of local funding: $70,000 
from the D. B. Hardeman Estate and $30,000 from Goliad County. The third building was purchased in 1988-1989, and in 
1991, became part of the two other buildings.   
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executed in brown, black, tan, white and turquoise colors. Based on Sanborn’s Insurance maps, it is assumed that 
the wall painting was applied between 1894 and 1900, when a frame building was scabbed onto the brick wall with 
2’ x 4’ boards.  
 
Wall advertising of this type was prevalent in the U.S. during the last part of the 1800s until the mid-1900s, and 
many are known as “ghost signs” because of their faded conditions. They appear after demolition of a neighboring 
building (in the case of the Goliad sign) or they are revealed after a rainstorm. Salesmen representing manufacturers 
traveled around the country looking for advertising sites. After finding a town’s most prominent building, they 
would pay to have an ad painted on a wall. Sign painters, known as “wall dogs,” travelled the country transforming 
drab brick walls into 40-foot loaves of bread or bottles of soft drinks or cough syrup. Many other Bull Durham ads 
exist throughout the U. S. Other extant wall paintings on the Goliad square identify the buildings: the W.W. 
Denham Building with identical front and rear façades advertised “caskets, coffins, furniture,” and an additional 
wall on the southern section of the Stout-Pettus Block (enclosed in the interior of the library in 2013) reads “Pettus 
and Dennes,” that features merchandise, “dry goods, clothing, shoes, boots & hats.”  
 
The owners of the demolished building, Mr. and Mrs. Walter Scott Light, who were renovating the adjoining J. W. 
Ewell Building, made arrangements with the library owner, the County of Goliad, to have the advertisement 
restored and contracted with Pam Rosser, a San Antonio conservator. She and graduate architectural students from 
Texas A&M University and the University of Mississippi restored the painting. It is protected by a shed roof (in 
progress in 2014). The Bull Durham wall advertisement adds a touch of whimsy to the square; as a contribution to 
the history of Goliad, it recalls a period when the Courthouse Square was emerging as the viable business center of 
the area during the 1890s through the early 1900s. 
 
South Courthouse Square 
 
The vacant lots on South Courthouse Square are the result of the fires which occurred in 1914 and 1926. The 1926 
fire destroyed six one-story frame buildings between the Seeligson Building and the Burns Building, causing an 
estimated loss of $20,000- $30,000.15 The changes on South Courthouse Square after 1976 included the remodeling 
of the Patton Building from an auto repair garage into two retail spaces and the addition of a split rail fence 
enclosing the vacant lot east of the Neyland Building. On Fannin Street, a door has replaced one window and the 
other window is still blocked on the rear facade of the Neyland Building. A portable storeroom was built behind the 
Seeligson Building and a metal carport was added adjacent to the Stormfeltz House. The Pettus House and the 
Armory ruins have become eligible for inclusion, and a former vacant lot is now the San Antonio River Authority’s 
Branch River Park enclosed by a split rail fence. 
 
Changes on the 300 block of Market Street include the remodeling of the Advance Building and the addition of a 
carport, the addition of a metal Morgan Building, the renovation of the façade of the Eberhadt-Meeve Building. A 
split rail fence and the Public Restroom Building are at 231 E. End Street next to a vacant lot behind the 300 block 
of Market Street.  
 
The 200 Block of Market Street 
 
Changes in this block include replacement16 of interior and exterior walls of the Volbrecht-Getzwiller Building 
after it was damaged during the addition to the First National Bank. Buildings attached to the Volbrecht-Getzwiller 

                                                 
15 White, Goliad Remembered, 96. 
16 Kellis Almond, architect for the restoration of the Volbrecht-Getzwiller Building. Telephone conversation with Patsy Light, 
August 5, 2014. Almond related that the walls were rebuilt with rock (some from a neighboring building), then plastered, and 
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and the commercial building north of the bank were demolished (image of this building is cut off in the Historical 
Survey Photo 405974). Additions to the bank include an adjacent new building and a drive-through facility on the 
rear that were completed in the 1980s.  
In the 1980s, the Southern Pacific Railroad Baggage Building was moved from the former depot location on End 
Street. It is now at 211 East Franklin Street, behind the Markethouse Museum.  
 
The Courthouse 
 
Completed in 1894, the Courthouse sustained major damage in a 1942 hurricane that demolished the towers which 
were not restored until 2003. An addition was built on the southern façade in 1947, which unbalanced the original 
design. Through the years, the tile floors were covered, the ceiling was lowered, and the interior was repartitioned. 
Although there was community disagreement over the possible demolition of the building in 1964, the decision was 
made to remodel the interior, and the carved staircases and walnut wainscots were preserved. The building was 
designated as a Recorded Texas Landmark in 1964.  
 
The interior and the exterior of the courthouse were restored by TWC Architects in 2003-04 as part of the Texas 
Historic Courthouse Preservation Program. In 1999, the Texas Legislature and Governor George W. Bush 
established the program though House Bill 1341, which provided partial matching funds to Texas counties for 
restoration of their historical county courthouses.17 In Round 2, Goliad County was given $247,500 for architectural 
plans and specifications and the County contributed $2,500. In Round 3, the County received $3,762,330.32 for the 
restoration project, and the County contributed $802,497.18 J. T. Michel, Inc. was the general contractor for the 
restoration which included the replacement of the decorative caps of the four towers (each weighing 7,000 pounds), 
and the 57-foot central clock tower (weighing 17,000 pounds) made by The Munn Manufacturing Company of 
Tremonton, Utah.19  
 
Gerry Keesling, a restoration specialist with J. T. Michel, related how replacement tiles for the courtroom floor 
were made on site. Aluminum grids (similar to large ice-cube tray dividers) were constructed on the grounds, and 
the green, beige, and black concrete tiles were poured using a special concrete formula, which were then soaked in 
water before being set in the floor.20  
 
Former Goliad County Commissioner Wayne Key, remembered that the original patterned tile was found under a 
section of the first floor. Made by an English company 100 years ago, replacement tiles were acquired for the 
courthouse from American descendants of the original tile makers. He also recalled the removal of the suspended 
ceiling on the first floor, revealing painted metal vaulting. Archival photographs were used for the remodeling of 
the third floor courtroom.21  
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                            
scored to replicate the original finish of the building. 
17 “About the Historic Courthouse Program.” Texas Historical Commission: http://www.thc.state.tx.us /about-historic-
courthouse-preservation-program. Accessed: 9/30/2013   
18 Susan Grammage, Assistant Director of Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program. E-mail to Patsy Light, 9/30/2013. 
19 “Putting the Pieces in Place.” The Victoria Advocate, Victoria, Texas, October 4, 2003. Section B, p. 1. 
20 Gerry Keesling, telephone communication with Patsy Light, October, 2013. 
21 Wayne Key, personal communication with Patsy Light, November, 2013. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM 
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Goliad County Courthouse Historic District (Amendment to Reclassify Properties)  

 
 

 
Page 11 

Goliad Courthouse Square Inventory Table 
 

# Property Address Date 2014 Status 

1 Fannin Plaza Park 141 S. Market 1885 C Site 

2a Ballard-Seidel Hotel-Cole 
House 

206 S. Market 1856 C 

2b Ballard-Seidel Hotel-Cole 
House Garage 

206 S. Market c. 1910 C 

3 Commercial building 154 N Courthouse Sq. 1942 C 

4 John Cole/Bergmann Bldg. 150/152 N. Courthouse Square 1899 C 

5 Commercial Building 146 N. Courthouse Square 1962 NC 

6 Goliad Hardware 144 S. Courthouse Square Ca. 1920 C 

7a J. W. Ellis Bldg. 136 N. Courthouse Square 1917 C 

7b J.W. Ellis Bldg Storeroom Rear of 136 N. Courthouse Square c. 1970 NC 

8 Bergmann Bldg. 132 N. Courthouse Square  1899 C 

9 C. T. Black  118 N. Courthouse Square 1905 C 

10a Cole-Lott #1 106 N. Courthouse Square 1891/ 1892 C 

10b Cole-Lott #2 106 N. Courthouse Square 1891/ 1892 C 

10c Cole Lott #3 106 N. Courthouse Square c.1911 C 

10d Cole-Lott – servants quarters at 
rear of Lot 2 

106 N. Courthouse Square 1891/1892 C 

11a Masonic Lodge 202 S. Commercial 1854 C 

11b Masonic Lodge Carport  202 S. Commercial ca. 1945 
(possibly 

later) 

NC Structure 

12a Chilton Building #1 212 S. Commercial 1901 and 
later 

C 

12b Chilton Building #2 208 S. Commercial  c. 1920 C 

13 Commercial building 218 S. Commercial c. 1930 NC 

14 VonDohlen Building 224 S. Commercial c. 1936 C 

15a Baker-VonDohlen Building #1  236 S. Commercial 1896 C 

15b Baker Building #2  236 S. Commercial 1896 C 

16a Maetze Bank 238 S. Commercial 1896 C 

16b Maetze Bank Garage Rear of 238 S. Commercial ca. 1985 
(possibly 

later) 

NC 

17a W. A. Pettus 244 S. Commercial 1912 C 

17b W.A. Pettus Garage  244 S. Commercial c. 1912 C 

18 Goliad Advance Guard 134 W. End 1883 C 

19 Brooking-Lipscomb-White 
Residence 

142 W. End 1850 C 

20 Ewell Building  302 S. Commercial 1883 C 
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# Property Address Date 2014 Status 

21 Ewell Bldg Storeroom 302 S. Commercial 1883 and 
1906 

C 

22 Stout-Pettus Block 322 S. Commercial (Appraisal office 
number) 320 and 316 also used. 

1894 C 

23 Bull Durham wall advertisement 
on north wall of Stout-Pettus 
Bldg.  

322 S. Commercial (Appraisal office 
number) 320 and 316 also used. 

c. 1894 Not counted apart 
from Building 22 

24 Burns Building 107 S. Courthouse Square 1905 C 

25 Goliad County Abstract 
Company 

111 S. Courthouse Square c. 1960 NC 

26 Patton Building/Goliad Paint 
and Body  

123 S. Courthouse Square c. 1929 C 

27 Seeligson Bldg. 131 S. Courthouse Square 1890 NC 

28 Storeroom at rear of Seeligson 
Bldg. 

131 S. Courthouse Square 2012 NC 

29 W. W. Denham 137 S. Courthouse Square 1900 C 

30 Neyland Bldg. 141 S. Courthouse Square 1903 C 

31 Goliad Guard 349 S. Market  Pre 1905 NC 

32 Garza House 210 E. Fannin Ca. 1922 C 

33a Ybarbo House 218 E. Fannin Ca. 1922 C 

33b Ybarbo House Rear Building 218 E. Fannin  Nonhistoric shed; not 
counted 

34 Beauty Parlor 343 S. Market 1975 NC 

35a Bluntzer Bldg. 325 S. Market Ca.1920 C 

35b Bluntzer Bldg, Storeroom 325 S. Market Ca. 1933 C 

36 Eberhardt and Maeve Building.  317 S. Market 1890 C 

37 and 
38 

Goliad National Bank and 
addition  

243 S. Market 1913 and 
1981 

C with nonhistoric 
addition 

39 Volbrecht/Getzwiller 231 S. Market 1853 C 

40 Goliad Motor Company 
Building 

215 S. Market 1936 C 

41 Old Markethouse (Markethouse 
Museum) 

205 S. Market 1871 C 

42 Southern Pacific Railroad 
Baggage Bldg 

211 E. Franklin 1889 NC 

43 Courthouse 127 N. Courthouse Square 1894 C 

44a Stormfeltz Residence 145 E. Fannin 1902 C 

44b Stormfeltz Residence Carport 145 E. Fannin Pre 2004 NC Structure 

45 R.L. Pettus Estate 137 E. Fannin 1920 C 

46 Armory Ruins 137 E. Fannin  C – Site with ruins  

47 Branch River Park 445 S. Commercial 2011 NC Site 

48 Public Restroom 231 E. End Street c. 2012? NC 
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Description of Individual Properties in the District 
 
1. Fannin Plaza Park (site) 
Tree-shaded park centered by a memorial monument honoring “J.W. Fannin and his Commrades [sic] in Arms” 
who were massacred by the Mexican Army at Goliad in 1836. Three concrete benches, two tables with benches, 
and three wooden benches are placed around the monument. The neoclassical marble truncated obelisk sits on a 
high pedestal with stepped plinth. A finial in the shape of an urn sits on top of the obelisk. The pedestal is inscribed 
with a dedication, an image of a cannon and cannonballs, and the name FANNIN in block letters. The other items 
in the park include two cannons. The inscriptions on their concrete bases state that one was found on the streets of 
Goliad after the battle and that the other cannon was used by Col. Fannin and his men on the battlefield. 
 
2. Ballard-Seidel Hotel-Cole House and Garage 
Two-story plastered Mission rock building. Gabled roof on original building. Hipped, flat, and sloping roofs on 
porches. Porches enclosed on second floor. Tuscan columns on upper and lower porches. A single story one-car 
garage is attached to an open stucco arched pavilion. The building has a metal roof. 
 
3. Commercial building 
One-story modern yellow brick building has a chamfered corner entrance, rectangular plate glass windows, and 
glass and aluminum doors. The “rug” textured bricks are laid in soldier course lintels and rowlock sills at openings. 
An indented parapet wall surrounds a low pitch gable roof. Some openings on east elevation have been infilled with 
brick. 
 
4. John Cole/Bergmann Bldg. 
This two-story tan and red brick building fortuitously retains most of its original architectural features. A strong a-
b-a composition is organized by rusticated pilasters running the full height of both stories and upward through the 
brick cornice. On the ground floor, a continuous metal threshold, slotted with air vents, runs the full width of the 
facade. Sitting on the threshold is the central angled display window between two recessed doors. One door opens 
to the commercial space on the first floor; the other door gives access to a stairway leading to the second floor. 
These doors and windows are classic examples of late 19th century storefront design: multiple pane windows raised 
off the threshold by wood paneled kick plates, doors with single paned glass windows and raised wood panels, and 
a band of transom lights above all openings. A canopy of corrugated or “rolled” metal with a lightweight metal 
frame offers protection from the elements. On the second floor there is a single round arch window in the center 
bay and a single rectangular window in each side bay. Checkered brick panels run below the sills and a projected 
course of red brick runs above the heads of the second floor windows. A tall brick cornice supported on brick 
corbels is divided into three parts by extended and corbelled upper parts of the pilasters. In the center part of the 
cornice, the date “1899” sits within a small central triangular pediment. Below the pediment, the name 
“BERGMANN” is placed within a frieze ornamented with two variations of staccato brick recesses. The overall 
composition, the interplay between the red and tan brick, and many of the architectural details on this building are 
similar to, but not exactly a match with, those found on the Eberhart & Meeve Building and Chilton Building. Jules 
Leffland was the architect. 
 
5. Commercial Building 
One story, flat roof brick commercial building with modern aluminum and glass storefront, off center entry doors. 
Brick pier at each end, and brick bulwark below windows. Simple cornice projects out from face of building. 
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6. Goliad Hardware 
Tall one story building with painted brick street facade and red brick side walls, large showroom window, two 
entrances (one single and one double) name panel outlined in brick on parapet wall, simple brick coping. Canopy 
over sidewalk supported by rods. 
 
7a and 7b. J. W. Ellis Bldg. and Storeroom 
One story crisply detailed brick building. At ground level original angled display windows with thin metal mullions 
project beyond recessed pair of modern glass and aluminum entry doors. Wood kick plate below display windows 
and transoms above windows. Upper wall is composed of three courses of corbelled brick, supporting a recessed 
brick panel topped with corbelled dentils. Jules Leffland, architect. 
 
8. Bergmann Bldg. 
This two-story yellowish tan Goliad brick building and the adjacent C. T. Black have a feature unique in the 
Courthouse Square district. Each building has an original central door on the upper tier of the porch from second 
floor to the porch. Many of the original architectural features in the upper part of the building have been preserved. 
The central doorway and the two one-over-one window on each side of it have segmental arch heads. The parapet 
has a brick rectangular pediment between slightly projecting pilasters. The ground floor storefront has been altered; 
however, the rhythm of the openings has been maintained using modern materials. The single door on right end of 
the facade leads to the stairway to the second floor apartment. Within the apartment a hand-powered elevator 
manufactured by Energy Elevator Company connects the first and second floor. Mission rock basement. 
 
9. C. T. Black  
Only three story commercial building on Square. The front elevation reveals an interesting transition from late 19th 
century to early 20th century architectural styles. The ground floor store has traditional angled display windows and 
paneled kick plates on either side of recessed double entrance doors, transoms over windows and doors, cast iron 
posts on each end of the storefront and a cast iron step embossed with the name with “C. T. Black” at the entrance. 
Separate door on ground floor leads to second floor. The second floor makes a stylistic leap with stepped brick 
banding above rectilinear openings. (This floor has details similar to1912 Pettus Building.) A central door opens to 
the second floor porch indicating that some kind of double tier porch has always been found on this building. The 
third floor has a different set of details from the lower two levels: the segmental arch above the windows and the 
narrow pilasters do not clearly relate to the distinct architectural motifs below them. There is an unusual change, 
visible on the side of the building between the second and third floor, in the manner in which the brick corner is 
detailed, perhaps indicating that the third floor was not originally planned. The windows and the brick parapet with 
corbelled brick dentils cornice seem out of character for the rest of the building. 
 
10a. Cole-Lott #1 
The 1891 building is constructed of mission rock finished with plaster. The painted sheet metal cornice is made of 
either “galvanized steel” (zinc-coated steel) or “tinplate” (iron plated with tin). It crowns the parapet wall and is 
composed of paired brackets, dentils, raised bosses, recessed circles and rectangles, and robust finials at each end of 
the crown molding. A small central triangular pediment rises from the middle of the cornice and contains the name 
“Cole Block” and the date “1891”. Sanborn maps (1894 and 1900) indicate that originally there was no covered 
walk at the sidewalk; however, by 1906 a wood porch had been added. The windows and entry door on the first 
floor have white marble head moldings with low triangular pediments. On the second floor, three widely spaced 
windows have semicircular white marble surrounds and keystones. The marble step at the entry door is worn from 
use, indicating that perhaps it, and also the marble head moldings over the windows, might be original.  
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10b. Cole-Lott #2 
Exterior load-bearing walls of wider 1892 building are built of reclaimed Mission rubble rock with the front, rear 
and west faces finished with smooth plaster. At corners, the plaster is scored to resemble cut stone quoins. The east 
side, originally an exterior wall but now enclosed by the infill, was probably also plastered. According to the 1894 
Sanborn Map, and vintage photographs, there was a two-story wood porch in the open space between the two Cole 
Buildings. This side porch was later enclosed to create a two-story entry hall to the second floor. By 1906, there 
was a front porch across the front of the two buildings. Subsequently, this front porch on the 1892 building was 
extended by one bay to the east. On the ground floor, the angled display windows and bulkheads, while not modern, 
appear to have been installed later than at the time of the original construction. The painted sheet metal cornice and 
the small triangular pediment above it are identical to the ones on the adjacent Cole Building. 
 
10c. Cole Lott #3 
The two-story narrow brick infill building was built around 1911 connecting the enclosed porch on the left to the 
1891 building on the right. The name LOTT in raised block letters is located on the wall between the dentiled brick 
cornice and the slightly projected rectangular lintel above the second floor paired windows. The face brick has been 
painted. Leffland’s plans for this building in Goliad Library. (Possibly a remodel.) 
 
10d. Cole-Lott – servants quarters at rear of Lot 2 
One-story mission rock building with plaster coating; metal hip and gabled roof; stone fire place. Two shed porches 
on south side were later additions. Originally had a dirt floor.  
 
11a & 11b. Masonic Lodge and Nonhistoric Carport 
This two-story rectangular building is the second oldest building in the district. The load-bearing exterior walls are 
reclaimed Mission stone which has been plastered. On the sides of the building, the walls retain the quoins and 
arches scored in the plaster to resemble cut stone. Two dates, 1854 and 1907, appear on the front facade. The newer 
date may indicate that the building underwent an important change in 1907. The second story is unusually tall. 
Indications that it was once lower are seen in horizontal stress lines on the sides of the building; they might reveal 
the original height of the stonewall. The facade is simply composed. Three tall and narrow, widely spaced, two 
pane over two, pane windows on the second story sit directly above two similar windows and the recessed entry 
doors on the first floor. A stamped galvanized sheet metal cornice is attached to the upper part of the parapet. Four 
large brackets divide the cornice into three sections, each of which is crowned with molding. A floriated frieze runs 
through all three sections. Brackets are equally spaced within the outer sections of the cornice. In the middle 
section, the molding is raked to form a triangular pediment, below which are the date 1907 and the Masonic 
symbol. The Masonic symbol appears in two other locations: in a recessed panel below the metal cornice and above 
the entry doors. An aerial view shows a roof gabled at the front and hipped at the rear, with a parapet surrounding 
all of it. At the front corners of the building, the parapet turns the corner and makes a quarter circle transition from 
the higher front to the lower side parapet. 
The carport features metal barrel roof carport with pipe supports.  
 
12a. Chilton Building #1 
This 1901 building is very similar to the Eberhardt and Maeve Building (317 S. Market St.) except the placement of 
the colors is reversed. Here the yellowish tan Goliad brick wall surfaces are enlivened by red brick trim. The 
exterior of the upper floor retains its original three bay a-b-a composition. The central bay has three round arch 
windows outlined at the head with red brick arches and archivolts. Rusticated pilasters separate the central bay from 
the two side bays, each of which have a large rectangular window with red brick lintel. All upper floor windows 
have one over one sashes with transoms above. Horizontal panels of checkered brick, paneled walls, and bands of 
corbeled dentils act as counterpoints to the vertical pilasters. A staccato line of tan and red bricks marches across 
the top of the parapet and outlines the central triangular pediment. Within the pediment, the name “CHILTON” and 
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the incomplete date “190 _ “ are attached to the brick tympanum. The original display windows and entry doors on 
the ground floor have been replaced by modern aluminum and glass storefront. At the sidewalk, an earlier rolled 
metal awning on metal frame (seen in published photographs) has been replaced by a low slope roof supported by 
wood posts. The architect was Jules Leffland. 
 
12b. Chilton Building #2 
The later two-story dark brown brick Chilton Building to the north was built sometime before 1922. It is faced with 
imported brown face brick over a coarser brick, which may be seen where the inner wythe of coarse brick was 
exposed when aluminum panels were crudely attached to the building. (The aluminum panels were noted on the 
1976 survey and have since been removed.) During a “modernization” of the building, a pediment (probably 
rectangular) was removed from the parapet. On the second floor, three sets of paired one-over-one double hung 
sash windows are simply ornamented with light tan brick sills below and thin brick trim in the wall above. A 
continuous glass and aluminum storefront has been installed below the original band of transom windows. A brick 
pilaster at each end of the facade extends upward above the corbeled dentils at the top of the parapet. 
 
13. Commercial building 
According to 1922 Sanborn Map, a brick and stone building was on this property. Today little remains from that 
earlier time except a relatively tall parapet wall with an indication of four pilasters. Most of the width of the one-
story building is now filled with conventional eight-foot high modern aluminum and glass storefront. The roof over 
the sidewalk is supported by wood posts. 
 
14. VonDohlen Building 
Like its older neighbor to the north, this relatively low one-story building has a conventional eight-foot high 
modern aluminum storefront running the full width of the building. In the center double aluminum and glass doors 
are surrounded on each side by three large plate glass windows. A brick parapet covers the flat roof. The sidewalk 
is shaded by a roof supported on wood posts. 
 
15a. Baker-VonDohlen Building #1  
The one-story brick building is divided into three equal bays. The center bay is raised higher than the side bays with 
a rectangular pediment and name panel supported by corbeled brick dentils. In each side bay. a cornice frieze of 
staccato recessed brick squares is supported by corbeled brick dentils. Four pilasters separate the bays, extending 
upward above the top of the parapet where they are capped at the top by small pyramids. At the lower Survey of the 
building, modern plate glass windows and a pair of aluminum and glass doors fill the lower two thirds of the 
original three tall segmental arch openings. The upper one third of the arched opening, where the original transom 
would have been located, has now been filled in. At the sidewalk level, there is a raised cast iron threshold with 
vents in each of the three bays. A very elegant modern steel canopy, with arches following the lines of the original 
brick segmental arches, was installed above the sidewalk and is supported by diagonal rods connected to the 
pilasters.  
 
15b. Baker Building #2  
The taller building has endured alterations similar to the one-story building, yet parts of the building have been well 
preserved. At the top of the building, there remains a generous parapet and small triangular pediment with the date 
“1896”. On the first floor five original cast iron columns have been retained and are visible adjacent to the modern 
aluminum storefront. A cast iron threshold with vents runs below the storefront. The four openings on the second 
floor are crowned with corbeled brick hoods with dentil outlines. The spacing of these second floor openings 
reveals how the building is spatially organized. On the left, the three windows are generously spaced apart from 
each other and may represent an important room behind them. The opening on the right, an exterior door to the 
porch, is located extremely close to the adjacent window. This composition is repeated on the first floor where three 
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bays on the left represent the commercial space while the door on the right, directly below the second floor exterior 
door, provides access to stairs going to the second floor. The steel frame porch is a new addition. These two 
buildings built by the Baker Family were designed in similar architectural styles. Later purchased by the Von 
Dohlen Family, hence the sign “VON DOHLEN BUILDING” presently appears in the parapet on the lower one 
story building. The upper halves of the buildings have retained most of their original architectural brick details, 
which are now boldly painted. The lower halves have been modernized. 
 
16a. Maetze Bank and 16b. Maetze Bank Garage 
Two story red brick building has a lively facade in polychrome Italian Gothic Revival style arranged in a three bay 
a-b-a composition. The end bays are set slightly forward from the center bay and are raised higher than it, thereby 
giving them the appearance of corner towers. On the ground floor, the central bay has two slender rectangular 
openings separated by a cast iron post. (Cast iron post is stamped with the name of the manufacturer, Koken Iron 
Works, St. Louis.) The two openings are spanned by a single narrow horizontal limestone lintel with very simple 
raised letters: “B A N K”. The stone lintel is non-load-bearing, and the wall above the opening is carried by an iron 
lintel, or perhaps a steel beam, supported by the cast iron post. The recessed entry seems to be a modern 
modification. Originally, a cast iron sill once ran below two openings. Only one-half of that original sill is extant 
and bears the name BANK OF GOLIAD. In the end bays, the first floor windows have inverted-U surrounds 
composed of segmental arched lintels with vermiculated limestone keystones, tapered red brick voussoirs, and 
limestone abutments with carved acanthus leaves. Window sills are vermiculated stone. On the second floor, each 
end bay has one arched window, while the center bay has three closely spaced windows with intersecting arches. 
The Florentine arches, with their semicircular intrados and pointed extrados, have contrasting voussoirs of white 
limestone and tapered red bricks surrounded by a thin stone archivolt. The wall above the second story openings is 
highly ornamented with a band of square floriated terra cotta tiles, faceted stone blocks, panels with dogtooth brick, 
oversized limestone molding with brackets, pronounced brick dentils, and limestone coping. The parapet wall is 
braced by quarter-circle brick wing walls perpendicular to the facade, adding to the impression that there are towers 
at the corners of the facade. According to the 1900 Sanborn Map, this building did not originally have a covered 
porch or awning over the sidewalk. By 1906, some kind of porch had been added to the front of the building.  
The 2-car garage has fiber cement siding and a metal gabled roof. A screen porch is attached to the east façade. 
 
17a. and 17b. W. A. Pettus Building and Garage 
The second floor was originally designed for residential use for the Pettus family and the ground floor for 
commercial. The unique tan brick building has three major parts arranged in a-b-a rhythm. The side bays have two 
full stories from the front to the rear of the building. The center bay is quite different. It appears to be a two-story 
building. However, the second floor is only one room deep and acts as a connector at the front of the building 
between the two second floors in the side bays. Only the ground floor of the middle bay extends for the full depth 
of the building. Attention is drawn to the central bay by the lively combination of projected porch at the ground 
level and a recessed covered loggia at the upper level. Pyramidal hipped roof covers the small center bay. At both 
floor levels of this central bay, architectural features are consistently placed close together side by side: Paired 
scrolled brackets (or modillions) project from an architrave supported by paired Tuscan columns; doubled metal 
sustaining posts carry the balcony railing; and paired iron pipe columns support the second floor deck covering the 
sidewalk. In the more unadorned end bays, architectural elements appear in units of three: three recessed panels, 
each of which has three divisions, march across the wall above three large windows. Horizontal bands of dark 
brown brick in the parapet coping, in lintels, and in brick soldier courses organize the outer bays, while an indented 
line of dark brown brick enlivens the otherwise plain bays. Transom windows are set above the sidewalk canopies. 
These canopies are suspended by four angled chains linked to hooks on iron quatrefoils anchored in the brick wall. 
The strong overall symmetry of the front of the building is subtly broken at the chamfered corner entrance by an 
incongruous cylindrical concrete column finished with rusticated and smooth bands. On the other end of the front 
facade a single door provides access to the second floor. A metal threshold at this door was cast by Alamo Iron 
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Works in San Antonio, Texas The long street side south elevation is detailed in a manner similar to the front outer 
bays. The brick band is an indented line with notches of alternating widths. Both side bays have a flat roof 
surrounded by a brick parapet. According to Sanborn Maps a stone building stood on this site. In 1894, it was used 
for county offices; in 1900, as a general store; in 1906, as a warehouse. The basement of this older building 
remains. Today, an internal stairway in the middle bay of this 1912 building leads to a basement with walls of 
reclaimed Mission rock, a decrepit fireplace, and two windows with light wells and a steel access door at the south 
end of the basement opening to the sidewalk above. Within the building, a hand-operated Otis elevator connects the 
first and second floors. A large room on the second floor is locally referred to as a “ballroom”. Because the building 
is so elegantly and yet so freely composed, it is speculated that architect Jules Leffand’s son, Kai, might have 
assisted his father in the design of this intriguing building. 
The single-car garage is brick and concrete. 
 
18. Goliad Advance Guard 
One-story vernacular wood frame building with wood siding and standing seam metal roof, side and rear wall were 
rebuilt with concrete block. 
 
19. Brooking-Lipscomb-White Residence 
The one-story frame dwelling, oldest building in the district, is an example of early Texas architecture. Side gabled 
composition roof, porch across the front, two main rooms with modified dog trot between, chimney at each end of 
house. 
 
20 and 21. Ewell Building and Ewell Bldg Storeroom 
This two-story building has had many different uses and architectural configurations through the years. When first 
built as a store, the building had an elaborate Victorian facade with brick side and back walls. Inside, a tall interior 
space had a balcony mezzanine. The front facade was removed in the early 20th century and replaced by a more 
fashionable and up-to-date modern brick front as seen in photographs taken in the late 1920‘s. The building is in the 
process of renovation and the façade is being altered. (2014) The load bearing north and south side walls and the 
west rear wall were built of yellowish tan Goliad brick wall Brick pilasters project out from the brick wall, dividing 
the walls into panels. A section of an earlier concrete sidewalk has been preserved. This fragment is scored with an 
unusual design of squares and parallelograms. The name of the original business J. W. EWELL & CO, appears to 
have been stained, rather than inlaid, in this old section of concrete. The name is now barely visible. On the rear 
facade of the building, a round window is framed by a bull’s eye brick arch. It originally had a stained glass panel. 
In the sidewalk next to the NE corner of the building, the words GOLIAD - THEATRE and an image of the state of 
Texas and a flowing line were stained in the concrete. 
 
The Storeroom, a small tan Goliad brick building, is located at the rear of the lot. It once served the main Ewell 
Building at the front of the property. The wide segmental arch on the east facade has unusual proportions. The 
center of the arc (striking point) is almost at the same height as the arch’s spring line, giving it somewhat the 
appearance of a semicircular arch. In 2011/12, the building was renovated. Concrete steps and stoop were 
constructed at the large arched opening, and new well-crafted wood and glass doors with matching sidelights were 
installed in the arch. Openings in the north, south, and west side are spanned by traditionally proportioned 
segmental arches. A Rumford fireplace was built inside the building. A basement of mission rock has a large rock 
cistern. The original steel plate shutters provide security at the openings. The original roof was replaced with 
corrugated metal hipped roof capped by a wood and glass “lantern”. 
 
22. Stout-Pettus Block 
This unique one-story brick building is the only “arcaded block” building configuration in the Courthouse Square 
district. It is possible that it was designed by Jules Leffland because it has a strong similarity to his documented 
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design for the LeTelle, Mercantile Co. and the Bay City Grocery company buildings in Bay City, Texas. Behind the 
continuous red brick facade, three separate buildings each once housed separate businesses until 19991-2002 when 
the buildings were consolidated and rehabilitated as the Goliad County Public Library by Houston architect Ray 
Bailey. The continuous stepped parapet and the repetitive arches unify the three buildings into what appears to be a 
single building. Separate identities for each building are established by the three raised sections of the parapet, by 
rusticated pilasters defining the three major bays, and by the “a-b-a” rhythm of the arches within each of the three 
parts of the building. The round intersecting arches are outlined with beveled brick archivolts and spring from brick 
imposts on the brick piers. A band of corbelled brick dentils support decorative brick panels and coping. The side 
and rear walls are tan Goliad brick. In 2014 a brick addition was built to the western section of the building, 
housing the J.A. White Family Goliad Center for Texas History.  
 
23. Bull Durham wall advertisement on north wall of Stout-Pettus Bldg.  
The robust color drawing of a bull advertised Bull Durham Chewing Tobacco and was painted sometime between 
1894 and 1900 by “wall dogs”, itinerate painters who traveled the country. The 43 foot long advertisement with an 
8x12 foot bull image was painted on the then exposed exterior brick north wall of the Stout-Pettus Building. 
Around 1900 a wood frame building was constructed next to this side of the Stout-Pettus Building. The image was 
covered up and thus protected from the elements for more than a century, When the frame building was dismantled 
in 2013, the wall painting came to light and revealed itself to be in mint condition. A shed roof has been built to 
protect the mural. 
 
24. Burns Building 
Two-story commercial building. Originally frame, later plastered. Covered porch, supported by arches. Roof 
combination of hip and flat. 
 
25. Goliad County Abstract Company 
One-story commercial brick building, with plate glass store-front. The composition roof is flat in the front and 
gabled in the rear.  
 
26. Patton Building/Goliad Paint and Body  
Unique poured-in-place concrete exterior walls were constructed after the 1926 fire which destroyed half of the 
buildings in this block. Horizontal bands on the sidewalls indicate that wood boards were used to form the walls. 
This one story building has a flat roof, a simple facade with two sets of double doors, single and paired windows of 
residential quality, and a small rectangular tower with bell rising above the parapet. 
 
27. Seeligson Bldg. 
Oldest brick building on the south side of the square has been extensively remodeled through the years, yet today it 
offers hints of its original brick facade and the two large elliptical arched openings that are seen in archival 
photographs. More recent photographs indicate that the facade was remodeled and plastered in 1984 to give the 
impression of a “streamlined modern” movie theater. Later, the facade was again reworked so that today, openings 
of the same size and shape as the original elliptical arches are glazed. The undersides (or intrados) of the original 
brick arches are visible through the large windows. The facade was once again finished in stucco. A section of the 
modern plaster has fallen off the facade revealing that the original brick was once scarified to improve the adhesion 
of the plaster to the brick. 
 
28. Storeroom at rear of Seeligson Bldg. 
Manufactured plywood building with a front gabled metal roof.  
 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM 
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Goliad County Courthouse Historic District (Amendment to Reclassify Properties)  

 
 

 
Page 20 

29. W. W. Denham 
This narrow and very deep, one-story commercial building stretches one full city block from South Courthouse 
Square to Fannin Street and has identical brick facades on both streets. The Goliad tan brick facade on Courthouse 
Square retains its original architectural features while the Fannin Street facade has been altered somewhat. Both 
facades are divided by brick pilasters into three equal bays. At the sidewalk level, there are a pair of narrow wood 
entry doors with paned windows in the central bay and a single large multiple-paned, wood window in each side 
bay. Above, square, four-paned wood transom windows bring light into the commercial space. Segmental arches, 
built of brick rowlock voussoirs with projecting brick trim, span the three openings. The central bay is extended 
higher than the side bays by a rectangular brick pediment inlaid with a stone (or cast concrete) panel with the date 
“1900”.On both facades, in the wall space between the arches and the parapet, signs in shadowed letters, are 
painted on the brick: “W.W. DENHAM & C0. FURNITURE”, “COFFINS”, and “CASKETS”. The undisciplined 
placement of the wall hooks supporting the rod hung canopy seems to indicate that it is not a part of the original 
design. Furthermore, no sidewalk covering is shown at this building on the 1906 Sanborn Map. It is possible 
Leffland design.  
 
30a, 30b. Neyland Bldg. 
This narrow and very deep, one story commercial building, like the adjacent Denham Building, stretches north to 
south one full city block from Courthouse Square to Fannin Street. When first built, both street facades this 
building might have been identical. Today, the Fannin Street south facade appears to have retained most of the 
original architectural and structural features such as the double entry doors set flush with the face of the brick wall, 
the wood frame transom windows divided into equal size glass panes, and the full height rusticated pilasters. The 
Courthouse Square north facade, especially the lower half, seems less harmonious than the Fannin Street south 
elevation. Certain elements on the north face appear to have been altered. The two middle pilasters are 
incongruously corbeled out from the brick wall spanning the transom. Perhaps these pilasters were once full height 
and enclosed the metal pipe columns seen in the interior through the angled window. Overall, the Courthouse 
Square facade has retained its three bay “a-b-a” composition and all of its details in the upper level. A red brick 
pediment, outlined with Goliad brick dentils, rises above the central corbeled brick cornice. Within the pediment an 
arched panel holds the name “NEYLAND” and the date “1903”. Reversed curves in the outer bays complete the 
parapet design. Tan and red brick are juxtaposed to enrich checkered brick panels and banded pilasters. Small stone 
(or cast concrete) pyramids cap the pilasters. At the sidewalk level, a continuous iron threshold/ step runs the full 
width of the building. Vent holes in the shape of quatrefoils and little dots are cut into the riser face of the 
threshold/step. No sidewalk porch or canopy was shown on a 1906 Sanborn Map; therefore, the chains now draped 
on the building were probably added later to support a sidewalk canopy. Wood posts support the present porch. 
 
31. Goliad Guard 
One story wood frame building with clapboard siding. Gabled roof with composition shingles. Original entrance on 
Fannin Street is shown in archival photo. Various shed additions including a carport on Fannin added to the original 
building. It is now a residence. 
 
32. Garza House 
One story hip composition roof. Frame shiplap siding with shed roof porch.  
 
33a. Ybarbo House 
Front gabled composition roof. Frame board and batten siding. Attached shed roof porch with chamfered wood 
posts and jigsaw detailing.  
 
33b. Ybarbo House Rear Building 
Front gable wooded frame building with composition roof. 
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34. Beauty Parlor 
One-story metal Morgan building 
 
35a. Bluntzer Bldg. 
This 1-story commercial building has “false front” wall of brown extruded clay brick with “rug” texture. Behind 
this facade sits the earlier rock building shown at this location on 1894-1922 Sanborn Maps. The highest part of the 
brick stepped parapet wall covers the peak of the asymmetrical gable roof. The lowest part of the parapet covers a 
sloped roof added to south side of the gable roof. The front of the building is relatively plain: plate glass windows 
with transoms above, pair of entry doors in angled recess and tie rod canopy over sidewalk. The only ornamentation 
is a band of red brick rectangles laid flush with the brown brick wall above the transom windows. 
 
35b. Bluntzer Bldg, Storeroom 
Flat roofed rectangular stucco building.  
 
36. Eberhardt and Maeve Building.  
The brick facade follows the highest part of the brick stepped parapet wall and covers the peak of the asymmetrical 
gable roof. The lowest part of the parapet covers a sloped roof added to south side of the gable roof. The front of 
the building is relatively plain: plate glass windows with transoms above, pair of entry doors in angled recess and 
tie rod canopy over sidewalk. The only ornamentation is a band of red brick rectangles laid flush with the brown 
brick wall above the transom windows. The wood portion of the façade was altered and restored at an earlier date.  
 
37 and 38. Goliad National Bank and addition  
This impressive two-story bank building sits on a corner lot and reveals two separate architectural styles. The front 
portico evokes classical architecture while the side elevation presents a more utilitarian aspect. Strong horizontal 
lines (provided by the podium at the base of the building and the “attic story” at the top) organize these disparate 
elements into a unified composition. Archival photographs indicate that a large projecting cornice (now missing) 
once encircled the building. Of the original entablature, only the narrow copper architrave and coffered soffit 
remain. The resulting tall unadorned and now plastered brick parapet has the appearance of a classical “attic story”. 
The facade is dominated by four smooth limestone Tuscan columns on high pedestals which are an implied visual 
continuation of the tall “Roman temple podium” upon which the entire building sits. The two outer columns are 
engaged to brick antae; the two inner columns are freestanding. Visible joints in the columns indicate they were 
built up out of limestone drums. The dramatic columns overshadow the muted architectural details of the front and 
side elevations which are faced with grayish tan 12” Norman size bricks. On the side elevation, narrow end bays are 
framed by two-story brick pilasters with limestone capitals and bases. Single, double, and triple windows have flat 
lintels with keystone and sills on block brackets. The brick wall panels between the upper and lower windows are 
ornamented with simple linear design of projecting bricks and small stones. Modern one story stucco addition has 
full width covered porch supported by simple rectangular piers. A windowless connection joins the new and old 
parts of the bank together. 
 
39a. Volbrecht/Getzwiller 
The 1976 inventory shows this as part of a larger building. Two story rubble Mission stone building was rebuilt 
(after demolition of the southern part) and replastered in 1980 and deeply ”lined” to simulate coursed and ashlar 
stone. Hip roof. Rear wood gallery and porch. Originally a one room residence, it was later remodeled by Dr. 
Getzwiller who used the front rooms as an office and the basement as a pharmacy where he prepared medication for 
his patients. It has a rock basement.  
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40. Goliad Motor Company Building 
One story white stucco commercial building with false front facade, metal roof awning supported by square wood 
posts at sidewalk, plate glass windows. 
 
41. Old Markethouse (Markethouse Museum) 
One story wood frame building with painted clapboard siding. Central bell tower with belfry has a flared roof and 
finial. Wood cornice on false front parapet and tower. Gabled metal roof. Building has been used as a meat and 
farmers market and later became a fire station and city office. A 1906 Sanborn map indicates the building housed a 
reel of 250-foot long 3’ hand hose for the fire department. 
 
42. Southern Pacific Railroad Baggage Bldg (moved) 
One story wood frame building with clapboard siding, side-gable roof, full width wood porch, 4x4 wood posts. 
Moved from original location of Depot(non-extant) at 600 Block E. End 
 
43. Courthouse 
This massive Second Empire style, three-story courthouse, is surrounded by lawn and trees on an entire city block. 
Although the overall plan is rectangular, the four facades are modulated with projecting towers and recessed spaces. 
In the same manner, the top of the courthouse is enlivened by a collection of roofs of various sizes and shapes. The 
exterior walls are a very hard and dense blue/gray/tan Muldoon sandstone laid in rock faced ashlar courses. The 
stone surface is divided vertically by smooth and rough stone pilasters and divided horizontally by dark red Pecos 
sandstone belt courses at each of the three floor lines. Originally there were major entrances on the north and south 
sides; however, the south entrance was obscured by a later addition which, fortunately, is overshadowed by the 
overall exuberance of the building. The north and south facades are divided into three major parts. In the center of 
the projecting square towers outline the recessed entrance. The towers are square in plan. 
 
44. Stormfeltz Residence and carport 
Vernacular two-story clapboard wood frame house with intersecting gable roofs. Front elevation has full height 
angled bay with machine-made stickwork and spindle friezes in gable. Two-story front porch with spindle frieze 
between 5 turned wood posts with brackets. The wood windows are six over six or four over four depending on the 
wall space available. Low slope triangular pediment on top of porch windows. Double doors with sidelights on both 
first and second floor. Metal roof. The nonhistoric carport has a gabled metal roof supported by metal poles.  
 
45. R.L. Pettus Estate 
Vernacular double-gabled single-story frame residence with stucco cladding; attached carport.  
 
46a and 46b. Armory Ruins 
Standing mission rock walls and concrete slab. Known through oral tradition as the Armory. 
 
47. Branch River Park 
4.2 acres and split rail fence. Frisbee golf course and hiking trail. The historic carriage house, picnic tables, and 
water fountains are outside district.  
 
48. Public Restroom 
Front gable cement block rectangular structure  
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Statement of Significance 
 
The period of significance for this amended nomination is 1850-1942. The district is significant under Criterion A 
in the areas of Commerce and Community Planning and Development, as the development of the courthouse square 
was an important contribution to the history of Goliad and affected the growth and character of the town in the late 
nineteenth through the mid-twentieth century. The district is also significant under Criterion C, as represented by 
the late Victorian architectural style of numerous buildings designed by well-known architects and the use of local 
building materials: rock salvaged from the walls of Mission Espiritu Santo (and possibly Presidio La Bahia) and 
locally manufactured brick. Although the first floors of some buildings have been modified by additions of modern 
commercial facades including display windows and remodeled entrances, many retain some original Victorian 
details, including corbelling brick pilasters, hooded windows, and decorative pediments. 
 
According to architect Gerald Moorhead, “Goliad has one of the most intact late nineteenth and early-twentieth 
century courthouse squares in Texas” and “Goliad’s courthouse square seems to outrank even Monterrey Square in 
Wharton in its density of Leffland storefronts.”22 Since the 1976 Historic Survey was completed and the 1976 
National Register designation approved, several commercial buildings were demolished and some were replaced by 
newer structures. The Denham Hotel, a contributing building, burned in 1981; the Volbrecht-Gertzwiller Building 
was partially demolished and later restored; the Stout-Pettus Block and the W. A. Pettus Building were restored; a 
Bull Durham Tobacco wall advertisement was revealed; and in 2014, the Ewell Building and its warehouse were 
being renovated. The Goliad Courthouse Square serves not only as a model of late Victorian period architecture, 
but also as an example of an active center for the county government and a hub of commercial activity for the 
community.  
 
The Spanish, Mexican and Revolutionary Periods of Goliad 
 
In 1749, Nuestra Senora Mission del Espiritu Santo de Zuniga Mission and Presidio del Nuestra Senora de Loreto 
(also known as Presidio La Bahia) were moved from three earlier locations on the Guadalupe River to sites on the 
San Antonio River in present Goliad County. In 1758, an additional mission, Nuestra Senora del Rosario was 
established on the west side of the river about four leagues from the Presidio La Bahia and Mission Espiritu Santo. 
Thousands of cattle which developed into the Longhorn breed roamed the ranches that were owned by the two 
missions. In 1774, Mission Espiritu Santo owned over 15,000 branded head, and Mission Rosario owned over 
10,000, ca. 1780.23 From 1779 to 1782, more than 8,000 head of these cattle belonging to the missions and Spanish 
ranchers along the river were rounded up and driven from La Bahia to Louisiana and Florida to feed Spanish 
General Bernardo de Galvez’s soldiers who were aiding Americans during the Revolution.24 
 
It is significant that after the secularization of the two missions in the 1830s, the remaining Longhorns ran wild, 
continued to multiply, and doubled their numbers every fifteen months.25 The availability of these unbranded cattle 
attracted Anglo settlers to the area and contributed to the development of the ranching culture in Goliad County.  
 
The community of La Bahia grew up around the Presidio, first occupied by the Spanish (1794-1821) and later, the 
Mexicans (1821-1836). In 1829, Raphael Antonio Manchola, a La Bahia resident and a member of the Coahuila 
and Texas state legislature, initiated changing the name of La Bahia to Goliad (an anagram of Hidalgo) in honor of 

                                                 
22 Moorhead, Buildings of Texas, 497. 
23 Charles Ramsdell, Jr., Spanish Goliad, Courtesy of National Park Service (Goliad County Library),  7, 19. 
24 Robert H. Thonhoff, The Texas Connection with the American Revolution (Austin: Eakin Press, 1981), 75. 
25 Dan Kilgore, “The Spanish Missions and Origins of the Cattle Industry in Texas,” Proceedings of the Second Annual 
Mission Research Conference, San Antonio Missions National Historical Park, San Antonio, 1984. 
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Father Hidalgo, a hero of the Mexican independence movement. The settlement (Villa de Goliad) served as an 
important link for shipments of goods from the port of Copano on the Gulf coast to Bexar, and customs were 
collected at the Presidio. The La Bahia-Bexar Road, paralleling the north bank of the San Antonio River, was 
charted by the commander of the fort, Captain Manuel Ramirez Piscina, in 1755.26 The earliest map was drawn in 
1780 and is credited to Governor Domingo Cabello.27 A portion of this road traversed Goliad and was recognized 
as a segment of the National Historic Trail, El Camino de los Tejas by the National Park Service (NPS) in 2004.  
 
The Presidio was besieged and occupied for short periods of time by several by Anglo and Mexican filibusterers 
from 1813 to 1821. By the 1830s, more than 20,000 Anglos had arrived in Texas; many of them came as settlers in 
empresarios’ colonies. Mexican President Santa Anna revoked the constitution of 1824, and many of these new 
residents wanted their independence from Mexico. One of the first efforts leading to the Texas Revolution was the 
Goliad Campaign of 1835, when Benjamin R. Milam and George Collingsworth captured the Presidio. In 
December, a group of citizens and soldiers, under the command of Phillip Dimmitt, signed the first Texas 
Declaration of Independence and hoisted the first flag of Independence designed by Dimmitt.28 Dimmitt was the 
commanding officer at Goliad until January 1836,29 when James Walker Fannin took command.30 Amid the 
growing opposition to the Mexican government, volunteers from the United States began arriving to reinforce the 
troops. Mexican troops under General Marin Perfecto de Cos attempted to quell the unrest in Bexar and were 
defeated in the Battle of Bexar in December 1835 by the Texans. In January 1836, General Santa Anna, Cos’s 
brother-in-law, and General Jose Urea began their march into Texas from Matamoros. Santa Anna traveled toward 
Bexar, while Urea and his troops came up the coast. Urea engaged Texans in several battles along the way, and 
ultimately defeated the Texans at the Presidio in the Battle of the Coleto on the open plains east of the fort.  
 
After holding the Texan prisoners in the Presidio for a week, they were marched out, shot, and their bodies burned 
by orders of General Santa Anna (his orders were to execute anyone bearing arms against Mexico). The Goliad 
Massacre, where 349 men were killed on March 26, 1836, was one of the defining events of the Texas Revolution, 
along with the defeat of the Alamo three weeks later and the subsequent Texans’ victory over Santa Anna at the 
Battle of Santa Jacinto. 
 
After the massacre and the Battle of San Jacinto, most of the Mexican citizens fled Goliad (La Bahia) and historian 
Charles Ramsdell wrote, “But for some years after the Revolution, the old lanes were empty. No one moved in 
them except hungry dogs that had once fed for awhile.”31  
 

                                                 
26 Jack Jackson, Los Mesteno: Spanish Ranching in Texas, 1721-1821 (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1986), 
45. 
27 National Archives, Records of the Bureau of the Chief of Engineer, College Park Maryland. 
28 Wallace L. McKeehan. “Dimmit’s Goliad Flag,” http://www.tamu.edu/faculty/ccbn/dewitt/adp/history 
/republic/flags/dimmits.html. Dimmit was a supporter of the Federalists until after the Siege of Bexar. His first Goliad flag, 
indicating this support, was similar to the Mexican flag of red and green with the words “Constitution of 1824” replacing the 
eagle. His second flag with a severed bloody arm holding a sword on a white background was hoisted upon his return to Goliad 
from the Battle of Bexar when he and a group of citizens declared their independence.  
29 Craig H. Roell, “Dimmitt, Philip,” Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook /online/articles/fdi19. 
Texas State Historical Association, 2010. Note: Dimmitt’s first Goliad flag was “Constitution of 1824.”  
30 Wallace L. McKeehan, “Fannin’s Fight and the Massacre at La Bahia (Goliad),” Sons of Dewitt Colony Texas, 
http://www.tamu.edu /faculty/ccbn/dewitt/goliadmassacre.htm.  
31 Ramsdell, 44. 
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Settlement of Goliad County after the Revolution 
 
Goliad County was organized in 1837, and a few of the remaining Anglo-Americans living at La Bahia moved 
north of the San Antonio River to the new Goliad. In 1841, the four leagues of land granted by the Republic of 
Texas in 1839 were surveyed by Dr. J. H. Barnard (a survivor of the Massacre who returned after the Texas 
Revolution to make his home in Goliad) and lots were sold. In his memoirs, former County Judge J. C. Burns 
wrote, “the town council in 1840s placed a minimum price of $10.00 on each town lot, and $1.00 an acre for each 
farm lot.”32  
 
Trouble came in the form of an invasion of some Mexican soldiers in 1842, as a result of the boundary dispute 
between the U.S. and Mexico. They surrounded the “old town” La Bahia (where some settlers continued to live), 
ran off some cattle, stayed a day, and then retreated to Refugio. The period of uneasiness continued until 1845, as 
described in a 1911 interview with former slave Charles G. Whitby as “a wild, recky, Indiany looking place with 
soldiers all over it to keep the Indians back.”33 Early ranching families often sought sanctuary in town during raids 
by bands of Native Americans, and citizens in the town would rush to the “old church” at La Bahia for safety when 
there was news of a raid. Three Ranger companies sent to Goliad by the State of Texas “apparently cleared up the 
Indian problems of Goliad and the rest of southwest Texas.”34 When Texas was annexed by the United States, the 
sale of the lots became more active. Individuals who had earlier bought lots in 1841 and not paid for them were 
required to pay for them or forfeit the lots for resale.35 
 
Around 1845, additional Anglo settlers began arriving in the area, many of them lured by reports of the availability 
of the wild cattle. A number of them became farmers, and others, cattle ranchers, and later, cattle drivers, who 
amassed incomes that made an impact on the economy of Goliad. They and their descendants were not only leaders 
in the community, but also owned several buildings in the historic district, including members of the Lott, Fant, and 
Pettus families. Some of these early residents, many from the southeastern U.S., settled in the San Antonio River 
Valley West of Goliad which was listed on the National Register in 1995. Other newcomers settled in the town. In 
addition, beginning in 1838, German immigrants began arriving at the port of Indianola; many recruited by the 
Adelsverein, a group of German noblemen, attempting to establish a German presence in Texas. As they traveled 
westward through Goliad, many of them dropped off and established new towns in the county: Weesache, 
Schroeder, Weser, Sarco, Dobskyville, and Ander. 
 
Goliad from the 1850s-1880s 
 
The population of Goliad County in 1850 was 648,36 when the period of significance for this nomination begins. 
Frederick Law Olmstead and his brother traveled through Texas in 1853-54. In one of his letters written to Henry J. 
Raymond for the New York Daily Times, Olmstead described the town of Goliad as a “settlement of half a dozen 
houses, two stores, a wheelwright’s and a blacksmith’s shop.”37 It is likely that one of these houses was the 
Brooking-Lipscomb-White House, on the western boundary of the district. One of the oldest residences remaining 
                                                 
32 Judge J. C Burns. Vertical files of the J. A. White Family Goliad  Center for Texas History. Goliad County Library, n.d. 
33 Charles W. Whitby, a 1911 interview, “A Wild, Recky, Indiany Looking Place Full of Lawless Men.” Goliad:  Goliad 
Advance Guard, June 1, 1978. Article from the Galveston News by S. M. Leserle and reprinted in the June 14, 1911 Goliad 
Advance and 1978. 
34 White, Goliad Remembered, 14, 15. 
35 White, Goliad Remembered, 10. 
36Texas Almanac, “Population History of Counties from 1850-2010,” http://texasalmanac.com/sites/default 
/files/images/topics/ctypophistweb2010.pdf.  
37 Frederick Law Olmstead. Journey through Texas in 1853-1854; A Saddle-Trip on the Southwestern Frontier (Austin: Von 
Boeckmann-Jones Press, 1962), 157-158. 
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in the district, originally built ca. 1850 as a dogtrot structure, is frame; it can be assumed that it is made of Florida 
cypress brought by wagons from the nearest Texas port, Indianola.  
 
Goods continued to be transported through Goliad from Indianola, a thriving port, and freight was hauled by 
Mexicans who drove ox-carts and Anglos who used heavy wagons and teams of mules or dray horses. A violent 
dispute developed over the lesser prices charged by Mexican drivers, and the “Cart War of 1857” ensued. Without 
benefit of trials, hangings of Anglos who killed Mexican drivers were conducted from “The Hanging Tree,” on the 
Courthouse grounds. Charles Whitby recounted, “I saw two Americans hanging from that live oak which stands 
near the courthouse on the north side on the square. I helped to cut down and bury them.”38 Additional hangings 
were conducted from the tree for several years. 
 
Beth White reviewed a copy of the March 31, 1860 Messenger, a newspaper published by two Methodist ministers. 
From her we learn that were there ads for many businesses and professional services, including lawyers and a 
dentist.39 Churches were established, and there were two private schools: Aranama College for boys on the south of 
town and Paine Female Institute for girls on the north. 
 
Although Goliad County was one of the earliest Texas counties to secede from the Union during the Civil War, the 
area was not as affected by the conflict as some others in Texas. No battles were fought in Goliad although several 
companies of volunteers served in the Confederate Army (including all of the students at Aranama College, a 
school for boys). Confederate shipments of cotton, bound for sale in Mexico and shipment to England, passed 
through Goliad on the “Cotton Road,” a result of the Union Army’s blockade of the Texas ports. Sale of this cotton 
in England helped support the Confederate Army. Shortage of goods for the citizens resulted in bartering and the 
use of local materials, such as woven palmetto leaves for hats and handmade wooden cutlery. 
 
Another period of unrest in Goliad occurred following the Civil War, when unscrupulous men came to roundup 
unbranded cattle, and eventually stole branded ones from local herds. There were considerable problems. “Local 
ranchers …those who stood for law and order banded together in self- defense as a vigilance committee.”40 The 
group of 50 men, organized primarily of ranchers and known as Regulators, dispensed punishment vigorously. 
Under Governor Richard Coke, the Regulators were reorganized; the Texas Rangers were brought to Goliad and 
relative peace ensued.41  
 
Early Building of the Town and the Courthouse Square. 
 
Beth White wrote that this period “might be described as the rock building era of Goliad” (see Section 8 for 
information on the source of the rock).42 In 1854, construction began on one of the most important rock buildings, 
the second courthouse that replaced the first, a wooden structure on the east side of the square built ca. 1848. This 
second Courthouse was built in the center of the public square. A two-story building, it was completed in 1857, 
with a jail on the first floor and the courthouse on the second. This building was sold to R. W. Davis in 1870. In 
that year, a fire occurred in the courthouse, destroying the records. Some individuals believe that only the records 
were destroyed, as business continued. A bell tower was installed and an iron fence (to keep out animals) 

                                                 
38 Whitby, “Indiany Looking Place,” n.p. 
39 White, Goliad Remembered, 32. 
40 Text of the Texas Historical Marker, “Regulators of Goliad County” on grounds of the Goliad County Courthouse.  
41 Jakie L. Pruett and Everett B. Cole, eds., The History and Heritage of Goliad County: Researched and compiled by Goliad 
County Historical Commission, (Austin: Eakin Publications, 1983), 28-29. 
42 White, Goliad Remembered, 19. 
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constructed.43 This courthouse was demolished and some of the rock was used for the existing one, built in 1894. 
Other rock buildings were constructed on the square and housed a bar, mercantile stores, a gambling hall, opera 
house, a grocery store, a club-room, and a hotel. Most of these earlier stone buildings in the historic district were 
demolished, although there are six remaining rock basements. Extant examples of these older rock buildings are the 
Masonic Lodge (1854, Photo 71), the Volbrecht-Getzwiller building (1853, see 1976 Historical Survey photo 
405974 and Photo 39) and the Ballard-Seidel Hotel-Cole Residence (ca. 1856, see Photos 2a and 81). Identified as 
City Hotel on the 1894 Sanborn map, the two-story house operated as a hotel until about 1910. A rock basement 
with hooks for hanging meat is under the present kitchen. Several frame and stone structures (no longer extant) 
were adjacent to the house: a dormitory for guests and boarders and a kitchen-dining room where Mrs. Seidel 
served “bounteous” meals.44 
 
Rock wall ruins and a concrete foundation on East Fannin Street have been known as the Armory according to local 
historical tradition.45 Sanborn maps from 1894 to1922 illustrate the building’s use as a livery stable and later a 
blacksmith shop. The Sanborn map of 1933 reveals that the building was no longer there. The rock remains of “the 
old armory” were demolished at this site in the 1980s, according to Rebecca Borchers, the Main Street project 
director.46 Gayle Albrecht remembers that this was the site of the armory.47 A search of archival records in 2014 did 
not offer sufficient evidence to positively identify these ruins, although the “Muster Roll of Citizens of Goliad” (the 
Reserve Militia of 1870) reveals that there were 478 men (87 were “Colored” and 10, “Mexican”) enrolled. Their 
occupations were listed as teamsters, stock raisers, farmers, stock drivers, and “wagoners.” Additional reservists 
included a carpenter, a clerk, a general jobber, two lawyers, and a stonemason.48  
 
The frame Market House was built in 1870, and the city leased stalls to farmers and cattle raisers to sell produce 
and meat. By 1886, the building was enlarged; part of the Market House was used as a firehouse and there were still 
some stalls. The fire bell was installed in 1890.49 The building, restored in 1964, houses the Markethouse Museum 
(as identified in 2014), and is operated by the Goliad County Historical Commission. The Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map of 1894 reveals that 65 frame buildings and structures on the square far out-numbered the 14 stone and the 
eight brick edifices. The south side of the square with street frontage was all frame construction with one exception, 
the brick Seeligson store. There was a need for a firehouse as the square had three fires. The first one occurred on 
the north side in 1880s, and there were two on the south side; one in 1914 and the devastating one in 1926.  
 
Goliad in the 1880s-1890s 
 
Two extant frame buildings housed early newspapers. The Goliad Guard, (ca. 1880) was first published as The 
Intelligencer. The building has been extensively remodeled over the years. During the 1930s, it was rented to the 
architects and a sculptor working on the restoration of Mission Espiritu Santo. The Goliad Advance Guard (1883) 
with its framed front façade was originally the office of Dr. Lipscomb, the second owner of the adjacent Brooking-

                                                 
43 Pruett and Cole, History and Heritage of Goliad County, 119-120. 
44 Ada Sue McDonald, “Old Seidel Hotel a Treasure” (Goliad, TX: Goliad Advance Guard, August, 12, 1982). 
45 Gayle Albrecht to Patsy Light, May 2014. Albrecht stated that WWI veterans met at the armory. 
46 Rebecca Borchers, e-mail to Patsy Light, March 3, 2014. Borchers wrote that a realtor who bought the property bulldozed 
the remaining standing walls although he had no plans for them. There are photos in the J. A. White Family Goliad Center for 
Texas History, Goliad County Library. 
47 Gayle Albrecht, telephone conversation with Patsy Light, July 2014. 
48 “Roll of Citizens in Goliad County, who have been enrolled in the Reserve Militia, organized under an Act of the State 
Legislature and approved 24th June 1870.” Vertical files, J. A. White Family Goliad Center for Texas History, Goliad County 
Library. 
49 White, Goliad Remembered, 45. 
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Lipscomb-White house. In 1905, the newspaper moved into this building and published the paper there for many 
years.  
 
An outstanding event of this period was the placing of a monument in 1885 honoring Fannin and his men. The 18th 
Legislature of Texas appropriated $1,500 for “the purchase and erection of a monument over the graves of the 
veterans who fell at Goliad.” Citizens formed the Fannin Monument Association (two of the members were 
veterans of Texas’ War for Independence) to raise money from voluntary donations, but the expected donations 
were not as much as they hoped. After deciding that the monument would be erected in town, (the burial place of 
Fannin and his men at La Bahia was deemed too expensive and too remote), they asked the city to sell or lease the 
lot north of the City Market House. A marble shaft made by Victoria Marble Works was erected in the center of the 
park, Fannin Plaza Park, a contributing site in the historic district. It was a venue for many events, including band 
concerts and parties. Several years later, two cannons which were used by Fannin, were installed in the park.50  
 
By 1890, the population of the county was 5,910.51 In 1889, Goliad celebrated the arrival of the G. W. T. & P. 
Railroad, with a large celebration advertised in the local paper as “Goliad’s Grand Boom” with a barbeque, music 
by the Brass Band of Goliad, speeches, and dancing.52 With the arrival of the railroad came the availability of 
building materials, imported brick, glass, and steel, resulting in construction of several of the two-story buildings 
(and the only three-story one) on the square. The rail station on the east side of town was either demolished or 
relocated (unknown in 2014). When the railroad ceased to come to Goliad in 1979, its depot warehouse building 
was moved after 1989 to 211 East Franklin and serves as a community meeting room, known as “The Depot.” 
 
In 1894, the existing Second-Empire Goliad County Courthouse was built; the architect was Canadian Henri E. M. 
Guindon; and the building firm was Martin Byrnes and Johnson of Victoria. Guindon was a one-time associate of 
Alfred Giles. According to architectural historian, Mary Carolyn Hollers George, research has revealed nothing 
about Guindon’s background, travels, or later activities; however, during the years 1889-1891, Guindon was a 
partner in the firm of Alfred Giles & Guindon. He spent two years in Chicago, but returned to San Antonio and sold 
plans for the courthouse to Caldwell County. He rejoined the Giles partnership and the same plans were sold to 
Goliad County. Giles claimed both the Caldwell and Goliad courthouse as designs by his firm, but the drawings for 
both courthouses match the style of Guindon.53 Guindon moved to San Luis Potosi in 1896.54  
 
 On March 2, 1894, 6,000 people gathered on the Courthouse lawn for the laying of the cornerstone. Trains came 
from neighboring towns and brass bands from Yoakum and Yorktown, and the local band marched from the depot 
to the square. Barbeque was served for 900 people, and all the restaurants and hotels were “taxed to their upmost 
capacity.” A procession of 600 people, in a line about one-half mile long, marched around the courthouse. Five 
hundred Masons, including members of the local group and from neighboring towns, joined the line from their 
lodge (a contributing building in the district) and conducted the cornerstone ceremony. An oyster bake, an open 
house at the old college, free public balls, and other feasting followed.55  
 

                                                 
50 Ibid., 51-54. 
51 Texas Almanac. “Population History of Counties from 1850-2010,” http://texasalmanac.com/sites/default 
/files/images/topics/ctypophistweb2010.pdf:  
51 White, Goliad Remembered, 55. 
52 Ibid. 
53 “Alfred Giles,” Texas Courthouse (blog), n.d., http://www.254texascourthouses.net/alfred-giles-architect.html.  
54 Mary Carolyn Hollers George, The Architectural Legacy of Alfred Giles, Selected Restorations (San Antonio, TX: Trinity 
University, 2006), 110-111.  
55 White, Goliad Remembered, 57-59. 
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In the late 1890s, it is apparent that there was a building boom and other significant buildings were constructed on 
the square: the John Cole-Bergmann Building, the Bergmann Building, the two largest Cole Block Buildings and 
servants quarters, the two Baker-VonDohlen Buildings, the Maetze Bank, the Ewell Building (building on right in 
archival Photo 68 and Photo 20 of the building under renovation in 2014), the Stout-Pettus Block, the Seeligson 
Building, the Eberhardt and Meeve Building and the Denham Building.  
 
The Square and Events: 1900-1942 
 
At the turn of the century, development continued in the historic district and Texas Ranger and Goliad County 
Sheriff George Stormfeltz built his house on Fannin Street, buildings on the square were constructed for Dr. L. W. 
Chilton, J. W. Ellis, C. T. Black, the only three-story structure on the square, W. A. Pettus, the First National Bank, 
Judge J. C. Burns’ Commercial Bank and residence, the Neyland Building, and J. W. Ewell added a store-room 
warehouse attached to the rear of his store.  
 
Many of these turn-of-the-century buildings exhibit late Victorian details, including transom windows, aprons 
below the display windows, storefront cornices, pilasters separating bays, stepped parapets, hooded windows (on 
upper floors), and decorative dentil and corbelled brick treatments. Some of these details are present in the work of 
Jules Leffland, a Danish Immigrant, who, with his son Kai and other associates, designed at least 80 buildings 
around South Texas in an area from Wharton to Kingsville.56  
 
Leffland’s first project was dismantling and moving houses that had been damaged in the Indianola hurricane of 
1886, 57 which were later reconstructed in Victoria and Cuero. Leffland lived most of his life in Victoria, 58 but he 
and his family lived in Goliad for several years where he owned land north of town, and was one of the 
stockholders of the First National Bank. Archival records and research by former Victoria Preservation Executive 
Director Gary Dunnam reveal that Leffland and his firm designed several extant buildings on the Courthouse 
Square.59 Although not listed in his daybook, the W. W. Denham Building and the Neyland Building evidence 
elements of Leffland’s style. The daybook listings include the Ewell Building (at Mrs. Ewell’s request, the original 
façade was changed shortly after it was built), the Ellis Building, the Eberhardt and Meeve Building, the W. A. 
Pettus Building, the Chilton #1 Building, the John Cole-Bergmann Building, the Seeligson Building, and the 
remodeling of both the W. W. Lott Building and the W. W. Denham Building. The Goliad Hardware Company was 
not listed in the daybook, but credited to Jules Leffland and Son, in an attachment to the “Description of Buildings 
in the Proposed District.”60 The firm’s architectural renderings of plans for the Wearden Building (demolished), the 
Goliad High School (demolished), the remodeling of the Lott Building, and a garage for the Goliad Hardware 
Company are in the archives of the J. A. White Family Goliad Center for Texas History in the Goliad County 
Library.  
 
There is conflicting evidence on the architectural attribution of the Seeligson Building, but deed records and 
Leffland’s daybook indicate the extant Seeligson building was designed by Leffland,61 who also designed the 
                                                 
56 Anne Alcorn, “Leffland, Jules Carl,” Handbook of Texas Online, http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook /online/articles/fle55. 
57 Mike Cox, “Texas Tales: Indianola Remnants,” Texas Escapes Online Magazine: Over 1800 Texas Towns and Ghost Towns, 
May 1, 2008, http://www.texasescapes.com/MikeCoxTexasTales/Indianola-Remnants.htm. 
58 Bill T. Wilson II, “Leffland in Victoria,” Texas Architect, May/June 1994, n.p.  
59 Gary Dunnam, “Victoria’s Danish Dynamo: From Bay City to San Diego, émigré architect Jules Leffland left a vast Texas 
legacy,” Texas Architect, July/August, 2005, n.p. Personal communications with Patsy Light 2013-2014. Dunnam also 
provided a scan of Leffland’s daybook and an interpretation of the entries.  
60 “Attachment B, Description of Buildings in the Proposed District,” J. A. White Family Goliad Center for Texas History, 
Goliad County Library.    
61 Gerald Moorhead e-mail to Patsy Light, August 18, 2014. He cites Clayton’s Galveston, that refers to a 1890 entry in 
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second building for First Methodist Church and several residences including Dr. Chilton’s, which was listed on the 
National Register in 1998. 
 
Moorhead wrote that Nicholas Joseph Clayton and his company designed the earlier non-extant 1890 Seeligson 
Building (site unknown). Clayton is described as a “High Victorian architect” who was responsible for many 
buildings in Galveston from 1870-1890. He was born in County Cork, Ireland, but moved to Cincinnati, Ohio, with 
his mother after the death of his father. After serving in the U.S. Navy, he returned to Cincinnati, where he was 
listed in the city directory as a marble carver, and later as an architectural draftsman. He moved to Galveston and 
began his architectural practice, where he was known for his decorative brickwork.62 
 
Lewis Sterling Green and his junior partner, Joseph Finger, designed the First National Bank of Goliad, described 
as an example of classical temple banks.63 Green was born in Marion, Ohio, and is listed in the Houston City 
Directory of 1903-04. He had “a series of short-lived” partnerships including one with Finger. During their brief 
partnership, they designed numerous important projects in Houston and Galveston, including Stowers Furniture, 
Temple Freda Synagogue, the DeGeorge Hotel in Houston and the Galveston Cotton Compress & Warehouse Co. 
complex, the American National Insurance Co. Building, and the Panama Hotel in Galveston.64 
 
Joseph Finger, “one of Houston’s first and most prolific architects” of both “Art Deco and Moderne” styles, was 
born in Beiltz, Austria, and was trained in the Royal School in Vienna. 65 He first came to New Orleans and later 
moved to Houston where he was a draftsman for Green in 1908-1909 and later was his junior partner junior partner 
from 1911-1913. Among Finger’s later projects were four hotels in Houston and four outside Houston, numerous 
important buildings, Weingarten’s grocery stores, Temple Beth Israel, and several residences for wealthy clients. 66  
 
Tim VonDohlen credits William Thomas as the architect for the Baker-VonDohlen Buildings.67 As of 2014 no 
information was available for Thomas. 
 
Known Goliad area builders for buildings in the historic district include Albert Moehrig, contractor for the Goliad 
Hardware Company; Bailey Mills Company, who built Chilton Building #1 and Dr. Chilton’s House; Mr. Lawless 
(remodeled the Brooking-Lipscomb-White House for Dr. Lipscomb in 1870); Christian Albrecht of Weesache who 
built the early courthouse which burned in 1870 and the Masonic Lodge with Henry Angerstein, Sr.; and Mr. 
Milby.68 Victoria builders were Joseph Gruy, who built the non-extant Wearden building, the Ramsey garage, and 

                                                                                                                                                                            
Clayton’s daybook referencing a store building for Michael Seeligson in Goliad (Barrie Scardino, Clayton’s Galveston 
[College Station, TX: Texas A&M University Press, 2000], 238). Recent research (2014) reveals that there were probably two 
Seeligson Buildings: one listed in Clayton’s daybook for Michael Seeligson (non-extant) and the other for George Seeligson 
(listed in Leffland’s day book). White, Goliad Remembered, 62. “White writes that the Seeligson Store was a well-known 
business in Goliad from the 1870s into the early 1900s,” which gives credence to the fact that there was an earlier Seeligson 
building. 
62 Handbook of Texas Online, s.v. “Clayton, Nicolas Joseph,” by Robert A. Nesbitt and Stephen Fox, last modified June 12, 
2010, accessed November 27, 2014, http://www.tshaonline.org /handbook/online/articles/fcl22 
63 Gerald Moorhead, Buildings of Texas: Central, South, and Gulf Coast (Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia Press, 
2013), 498. 
64 Stephen Fox, e-mail to Patsy Light, August 8, 2014, listing Green’s work submitted to Texas Historical Commission.  
65 Josh Levine, “Joseph Finger: The Man behind Houston’s Iconic Architecture,” Houston History, Vol. 10, No. 3 (Houston: 
University of Houston Center for Public History, 2014), 2-6. 
66 Stephen Fox, List of Green’s work submitted to Texas Historical Commission and e-mail communication with Patsy Light, 
August, 2014. 
67 Tim VonDohlen, personal communication with Patsy Light, August 2014. 
68 White, Goliad Remembered, 24, 25. 
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the remodeled the W. W. Lott Building; 69 and the Martin, Byrnes and Johnson contracting firm, builders of the 
courthouse.  
 
1902-1919 
 
On May 18, 1902, a tornado of F4 intensity hit the western section of the town with a path 350 feet wide, 
destroying everything in its path and leaving 115 people dead and 230 injured. As the square was not in the path, a 
temporary hospital and morgue was set up in the courthouse, and volunteer doctors, nurses, and medical supplies 
arrived on special trains from surrounding towns. Merchants on the square opened their stores to provide what was 
needed. A physician of Cuero, Dr. Swayne, was appointed to organize and head the courthouse hospital for a 
month. The townspeople recovered and rebuilt. 70  
 
With the invention of barbed wire, the arrival of windmills and the railroad, the days of the cattle drives were over. 
Many local ranchers who had “gone up the trail” continued their ranching operations and began importing new 
breeds to replace the Longhorns.  
 
Cotton became a significant economic generator at the turn of the century. Much of the pastureland was cleared for 
cultivation for the cotton boom which began in the early 1900s, and lasted until the late 1930s. Landowners brought 
workers from Mexico, and the landscape of the River Valley west of town was liberally dotted with modest frame 
homes for the laborers and their families. The population of 10,093 in 1930, the largest recorded in the history of 
the county, was no doubt a result of this influx of these new people. According to Judge Emilio Vargas, these 
families would come to the Courthouse Square on Saturdays to buy groceries and dry goods, and the streets were so 
crowded, “one could hardly walk around the square.” Favorite gathering places were “La Cantina del Colorado,” a 
name given to a non-extant restaurant on the east side south of the bank and the movie theatre which had several 
locations on the square though the years.71 It is interesting to note that movies came to Goliad ca. 1912, when J. H. 
VonDohlen began showing them in his building. Subsequent movie theatre locations through the years, also on the 
Courthouse Square, were a non-extant frame building across the street from the Volbrecht-Gertzwiller Building, the 
Chilton Building, the Ewell Building (known in the 1930s as the Goliad Theatre), and finally the Seeligson 
Building.72 
 
In 1906, a statewide meeting of the Daughters of the Texas Revolution was held in Goliad and their meetings were 
in the district courtroom of the courthouse. Five of the six surviving veterans of the Texas Revolution were 
honored, and they were photographed near one of the cannons in Fannin Park.73  
 
The Courthouse again filled a need in 1917. National Guard Reservists from surrounding towns were called to join 
local men were housed in the courthouse while they waited for the arrival of their uniforms. When the uniforms 
arrived, a second photograph was made. The company marched from the courthouse to Fannin Park where there 
was a flag presentation ceremony.74  
 
The end of WWI was celebrated with the ringing of church and fire bells, closing of the stores, and the assembly of 
the school children. All marched around the square with flags, dignitaries delivered speeches, and everyone sang 

                                                 
69 Gary Dunnam, personal communication with Patsy Light. Undated and unidentified newspaper article.  
70 White, Goliad Remembered, 67-71. 
71 Judge Emilio Vargas. Telephone interview with Patsy Light, May 14, 2014. 
72 White, Goliad Remembered, 86. 
73 Ibid., 73-74. 
74 Pruett and Cole, History and Heritage of Goliad County, 45. 
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“America” and “The Star Spangled Banner.”75 A granite monument constructed by the American Legion on the 
east side of the courthouse lawn lists the names of 17 Goliad men killed in action. 
 
In June 1919, an outdoor celebration for the returning soldiers was planned, but a rainstorm necessitated a change 
of plans for the barbeque. The Neyland warehouse served as the dining room and the district courtroom was cleared 
out and a band played for dancing.76 
 
The Square: 1920s-1942 
 
The thriving economic state of the community before the depression was evidenced by the existence of four banks 
on the square: the Goliad Bank and Trust (which occupied the ground floor of the Pettus building); Judge Burns’ 
private institution, the Commercial Bank; the Maetze Bank, and the First National Bank of Goliad. When the 
depression hit in 1929, the Goliad Bank and Trust failed and the Post Office moved into the bank’s former space in 
the Pettus Building.  
 
Through the years of significance, buildings on the square housed various businesses, and it is interesting to note 
that an African-American, Charlie Whitby, a former slave, owned several on the west side in the 300 Block of 
Commercial adjoining the Stout-Pettus block.77 The businesses in Whitby’s property owned by African Americans 
were the Whitby Broom Factory, a straw warehouse, Mrs. Clara Gentry’s café, and Jess Taylor’s grocery. Taylor 
owned and operated the store for 50 years. The second floors were used as hotel rooms for African Americans. All 
the buildings, including the Lewis Chevrolet and an air conditioning business on the corner of Commercial and 
Fannin, were demolished by the 1980s.78 
 
Several buildings were constructed in the 1920s and 1930s: the Goliad Hardware Company, the Commercial 
Building (built on the remains of an earlier structure), the Von Dohlen Building, the Bluntzer Building (also built 
on the remains of an earlier rock structure), the Goliad Motor Company, and the Patton Building, constructed after 
the 1926 fire. The owner, J. Gus Patton, who lost his frame building, used poured-in-place concrete to construct his 
new building in order to have a fire-proof structure. This fire destroyed six one-story buildings and the estimated 
loss was between $20,000 and $30,000. 79 The years between the wars brought changes to Goliad: not only the 
closing of several banks around the square during the Depression, but also the use of natural gas as a household 
fuel, replacing the need for kerosene as was marketed on the square; the arrival of electricity; the 1926 fire on the 
south side; the paving of the streets around the square in 1930; the addition of sidewalks around the Courthouse 
Square; and the purchase of a fire truck which was headquartered in the Markethouse.  
 
In 1932, the clearing of land south of town for the state park (see Goliad State Historical Park National Register 
nomination) offered employment through Works Projects Administration (WPA) and Civil Works Administration 
(CWA) funding for those residents suffering in the depression. The park project constructed by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) was a result of lobbying led by Judge J. A. White, who wrote hundreds of letters in its 
support. In comparison with other CCC projects around the country, the men were older veterans of the Spanish 
American War, the Boxer Rebellion in China, and World War I. Many brought their families with them to live in 
Goliad. Local men, known by the CCC as locally employed men (LEMs), and important architects and artisans also 

                                                 
75 White, Goliad Remembered, 89, 92-94. 
76 Ibid., 93. 
77 Henry Wolff, Jr., “Broom Special” (Victoria, Texas: Victoria Advocate, March 5, 1981), n.p. 
78 James Lewis and Rosemary Perry, conversations with Patsy Light, June, 2014. 
79 White, Goliad Remembered, 96. 
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worked on the restoration of Mission Espiritu Santo under direction of the National Park Service. The architects 
Stripling, Vosper, Phinney, and the sculptor Villa were tenants of the Advance Building on the square. 
 
In connection with the project, a road was built to connect the town to the park; the road was later extended and 
became Highway 77. As part of the Texas Centennial celebration of 1936, Judge White succeeded in getting state 
and federal funding for the Fannin Monument (at the burial site of Fannin and his men south of the Presidio) and 
the Memorial Auditorium, and two art projects: a mural and a bust of the Angel of Goliad. Since their restorations, 
the park and Presidio La Bahia (restored in the 1970s), along with the historic buildings on the square, restored 
during the Main Street program in the 1980s, continue to attract out-of-town visitors. Restaurants and retail 
businesses around the square benefit economically from this historic tourism.  
 
The declaration of World War II brought the end of the National Park Service work at Goliad. Archeological work 
on the ruins of Mission Rosario came to a halt, and the ruins were covered over. The CCC Camp closed and the 
NPS personnel left. Cotton root rot, for which a cure was very expensive at the time, invaded the cotton fields, 
synthetic fabrics were invented, and the laborers joined the armed services. The dependence on the single crop 
economy was over; cattle ranching and some farming again became the major economic generators. 
 
1950-1993 
 
In the early 1950s, Goliad County had a substantial increase in oil drilling activity. The district clerk’s office in the 
Courthouse was crowded with landmen from major energy companies researching names of landowners with land 
available to lease for drilling. Many local families benefitted financially from production on their properties, and 
the square was a thriving place.80 Former Goliad City Secretary Jayne Hoff remembers various businesses operating 
around the square during the 1950s and 60s, including “a shoe repair and saddle shop, two car dealerships, several 
grocery stores, two hardware stores, a “five and dime,” dry goods stores, a bar, a pool hall, a bakery, an attorney’s 
office, a movie theatre, a watch repair shop, a hospital, a hotel, a doctor’s office and a pharmacy.”81 
 
In 1964, although there was controversy about demolishment of the courthouse, (which had been enlarged in 1947 
with a wing on the south façade), the decision was made to renovate the interior. The carved staircases and walnut 
wainscots were preserved. 
 
In 1976, a group of ranchers planned a Longhorn parade around the Courthouse Square as part of the annual Goliad 
“Longhorn Stampede” and to celebrate the bicentennial. One hundred and sixteen Longhorns were driven from 
Fannin to Goliad, where the ranchers camped with the cattle at the Goliad Fairgrounds the night before the event. 
The morning of the parade, the Longhorns were driven to the square. They stampeded and “the steers went 
everywhere, on the courthouse lawn, on the street, over and even through one vehicle.” Spectators were shocked 
and tried to stay out of the way. 82 Only one rider was injured, and after several hours, all the animals were rounded 
up.83 There are no more Longhorn parades through the square. During the “Christmas in Goliad” parade and 
celebration, Santa arrives on a very tame Longhorn, and they are available to pose for photographs with children.  
 

                                                 
80 P. A. Albrecht, telephone conversation with Patsy Light, July 12, 2014. 
81 Jayne Hoff, telephone conversation with Patsy Light, June 13, 2014  
82“Travis Marks and Maudeen Marks, “Fastest Parade on Record: Stampede Ends Longhorn Drive” (Goliad, TX: Goliad 
Advance Guard, June 3, 1976), 1, 3.  
83 White, Goliad Remembered, 88-89; Pruett and Cole, History and Heritage of Goliad County, 45. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM 
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018 
 

Goliad County Courthouse Historic District (Amendment to Reclassify Properties)  

 
 

 
Page 34 

Historic Survey, National Register Designation and Main Street Program  
 
According to Judge Vargas, many of the historic buildings were in poor condition by late the 1960s and early 
1970s, and he remembered that a group of citizens organized, hoping to encourage the owners of buildings on the 
square to renovate some of the buildings to their original architectural confirmations.84 Community members 
assisted the City of Goliad in writing a proposal for a historic district designation.85 In 1976, representatives of the 
Texas Historic Commission conducted a Historical Survey of the square, and in 1976, the Goliad County 
Courthouse District was listed on the National Register of Historic Places. One of the major bibliographical 
references for the nomination was the City of Goliad’s proposal.  
 
Although Main Street designations for the state program were limited to towns of populations of 5,000 or more, 
Main Street Historic Homes Director, Anice Reed, was influential for the inclusion of the Goliad Square.86 Texas 
Governor Mark White selected Goliad as the smallest town in the state to be designated as part of the Main Street 
Program. The square qualified for “in kind” assistance from the Texas Historical Commission for two years, and 
Dick Ryan was the Main Street architect. Rebecca Borchers, who served as the director of the program, stated that 
when she arrived “most of the buildings were not in good shape.”87 Jayne Hoff revealed that “many buildings had 
tape over cracked glass and paper covering the store fronts.”88 The 1983-1984 rehabilitation of all but one of the 
properties was mostly cosmetic. Street lamps were installed around the square. 
 
In 2003, the Courthouse’s interior and caps of the four towers and the central clock tower, destroyed by a hurricane 
in 1941, were restored by TWC Architects as part of the Texas Historical Commission’s courthouse restoration 
program. 
 
The Courthouse Square in 2014 
 
The historic district with a bank, a pharmacy, a dental office, three restaurants, two bars, two beauty salons, various 
offices, numerous retail shops, the Markethouse Museum, the Goliad County Library, the courthouse remains the 
center of community activity. First floors of buildings are occupied by businesses (with one exception),89 and 
second floors in four buildings serve as residences. The second floor verandas (some, historic; others, added in 
recent years) on several buildings provide views for onlookers for parades: the illuminated night parade for 
Christmas in Goliad sponsored by the Goliad Historical Commission, the county fair parade, and the Cinco de 
Mayo parade. Additional activities enliven the square: district court held monthly; Commissioner’s Court meetings; 
the Chamber of Commerce sponsored monthly Goliad Market Days with vendors and customers from around the 
surrounding area; the annual October Goliad Bike Ride (“Missions Tour de Goliad”), which begins and ends on the 
square, attracting hundreds of participants; and the Goliad Main Street sponsored Halloween “Scare on the Square” 
and Easter egg hunt. 
 

                                                 
84 Judge Emelio Vargas to Patsy Light. Telephone conversation, May 31, 2014 
85 “The City of Goliad; Information in Support of Historic District Designation.” Vertical files, J. A. White Family Goliad 
Center for Texas History in the Goliad County Library. This document is not dated but the information appears to have been 
written ca. 1970. 
86 Jayne Hoff, e-mail to Patsy Light, June 19, 2014. 
87 Rebecca Borchers , e-mail correspondence with Patsy Light, March 3, 2014. 
88 Jayne Hoff, e-mail to Patsy Light, June 19, 2014.  
89 The entire Burns Building is the residence of the Maria and Antonio Flores. 
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K-Othar {Specify): 

Enter appropriate Utter |(\ | 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basie Grant D-lnsuranca 
B-SupplamanUI Grant E-Othar 
C-Loan 

Enter appro- [7~ 
priaU UtteT(e) 

la AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (.Vamca of eUiee. eountiee, 
Statee. ate.) 

Texas 

n. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

12,000,000 

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-Naw C-Ravision E-Au£manUtion 
B-lttnavnl D-Continuation 

Enter appropriate Utter [ f i [ 

13. 

a. FEDERAL 

PROPOSED FUNDING 

7,500 
14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

14,500 
a. APPLICANT 

statewide 
16. PROJECT START 

b. PROJEa 

23 
17. PROJECT 

DURATION  
1 2 Uonthe 

I S . TYPE OF CHANGE (For l U or l U ) 
A-lncraasa Dollare F-Othar {Spec i f y ) : 
B-Dacraasa Dollara 
C-lncraas« Duration N / A 
D-Oacratsa Duration 
E-Cancallation 

fitter appro-
priate Utter ($) 

a. OTHER 

1. TOTAL 22,000 
18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 

BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY 

Year month day 

19 78 08 22 
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST {Nam*. City, Stata, ZIP code) 

OAHP, HCRS. Washington. DC 20240 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED  

• Y M [ j ( N O 

22. 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

a. To ttia bast of nty kncwladga and balief, 
date in this procnplication/afplication ara 
tnja and corract, tha docunwnt kas baaa 
duly iuttioriiad by tha (onming body •> 
tka applicant and tha applicant Kill comply 
with tha attechad assurancaa If tha iastst-
anca la approvad. 

b. If raquirad by OMB Clicular A-95 this application was submittad. puisoaat to In-
atructions tharain, ts appropriata daaringhousas and all raaponses ara attechad: 

N o ra-
aixmae 

Retponee 
attacMi 

0) Golden Crescen 
CO Governor's Of 
(3) 

• 
Planning •  

• 

13 

• 
23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

i . TYPED NAME AND TITLE 

Truett Latimer, State 
Historic Preservation Officer 

b. SIGNATU c. DATE SIGNED 
ymr montX day 

19 78 08 22 

24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the Interior 
2S. APPLICA- Yoar month day 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 7 8 0 9 0 7 

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

HCRS 
27 . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Administration Div. 
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

CO 
r— 
C D 

Q . 
L L J 

O O 

29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT 
IDENTIFICATION 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

32 . FUNDING Year mon th day 

33. ACTION OATE>> 19 78 10 07 
34. Yemr month day 

VATt"*°19 78 10 01 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

I . FEDERAL $ 7 ,500 .00 

Year mon th day 

33. ACTION OATE>> 19 78 10 07 
34. Yemr month day 

VATt"*°19 78 10 01 
3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

k. APPLICANT 14 .500 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION {Name and teiephona number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 343-4941 

36. raar month day 

D5!TE''° 19 79 09 30 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

c. STATE .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION {Name and teiephona number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 343-4941 

36. raar month day 

D5!TE''° 19 79 09 30 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

i . LOCAL .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION {Name and teiephona number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 343-4941 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y»s Q N o 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN 

• . OTHER .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION {Name and teiephona number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 343-4941 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y»s Q N o 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REJECTED 

• e. RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4 . DEFERRED 

• • . WITHDRAWN r. TOTAL $ 2 2 , 0 0 0 .00 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION {Name and teiephona number) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 343-4941 

37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y»s Q N o 

38 . 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A -9S ACTION 

a. In tekinf ibeva action, any commanls racaivad from dearinghovsas wan con-
aidarad. If agancy rasponta la dua undar provisions of Part 1, OMB Circular A-9S, 
it hta baan or is baiog n ida . 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-9S OFFICIAL 
{Nam* and telephone no.) 

Same as #35 

424-101 STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 
*« GSA, Feioral Uamatemont Circular Tt-T 

l 
!:n 
r--

a.. 
UJ 
CJ) 

&! a 

i 

I 
~ 

i 

I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
! 
I 

--- ---· ------ ­..... . . . 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
1. TYPE 0 PREAPPLICATION OF 

ACTION ~ APPLICATIO~ 
(Mori< OJ>- 0 NOTIFICATION OF INTENT (Opt.) 
Cr°" 0 REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

Z. APPLI• a. NUMBER 

CANT'S 
APPU- II. DATE 
CATION 19frrr Tm"' ~ 

1-H 
Blou 

a. Applicant fCalN : State Historic Preservation Office 
II. OrpnlDtfOII Ualt : Texas Historical CoIT1T1ission 
C. StTNt/1' .o . .. : P.O. Box 12276 
,ii. Citr : Austin •• Clu~ : Travis 
f. State : Texas 1. ZIP Code: 78711 

OMS Approval No. 29-R02ll 

3. ST,-,£ a. !!UMBER 
APPUCA- TX 80117043 
TION 
IDENTI• II. DATE l'Nr ,,,, .. ,111 "" FIER ASSIGNED 19 78 02 23 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

74-6016195 
6. 
PRO· a. NUMBER 11151• 1910141 
GRAM II. TITlE 
(Fro• 
F.anol 

II. Co1tact ,-_ CN•- Truett Latimer C"'4lo11) Historic Preservatio n 
ct eei.,,11..,.. No.) : (512) 475-3094 

7. TITLE ANO DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT I. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
Goliad County Courthouse Development Project-Phase I A-State II-Community ktion Acency 

Goliad, Goliad Cou~ty, Texas 
8-1 nt111tata I- HiJ_htr Educational lnslitutlon 
C-Substata .I- lnd11n Tribe 

District K--Other (S,-if-,): The Goliad County Courthouse is a three-story, D-County 
E-City 

limestone building constructed in 1894 by Martin, F-Sdlool D istrl:t 
11-Speclal Pur,oM 

E..,.,. CIJ)J)ropNU letter[] Byrne, and Johnston. The objective of this project District 

is to stabilize exterior conditions by cleaning, 9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 

repairing, and repainting the exterior. ~ic Gr1nt 0-lnsuranc, 
8-Supplemental Grant E-Other Eatrr oJ)Jn'~ ~ 
C--lOlln pri4u lcttrr(1) 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Namu of citiu, co11atiu, 11, ESTIMATED NUM• 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
Statu, .CC.) BER OF PERSONS A-Ntw C-Rr,ision E-Au11111nt■ l ion 

BENEFITING 8-11,nawal D-Contin11ation 
Texas 12,000,000 E11trr o;ppropriat, letter ~ 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15, TYPE OF CHANGE (For Ju or Jk) 

7,500 - a. APPLICANT II. PROJECT 
A-lncretse Oolltll F--Other (S;pecif-,): 

a. FmERAL $ .00 8-Decr•u• Dollt11 

14,~UU statewide 23 C-lncrease Duration N/A II. APPLICANT .00 ~ec,1111 Dur1tion 

c. STATE 16. PROJECT START 17. PROJECT 
E..C.nctllttion 

.00 
DAr, l'sae~" DUf2TION E•trr a;p;pro- I I I I <II. LOCAL .oo 140111M pri4u letur(,J 

•· OTHER .00 11. ESTIMATED DATE TO y_,. ""'"'" doi, 19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

22,000 BE SUBMITTED TO 
19 78 08 22 f . 1UTAL $ .00 FEDERAL AGENCY ► 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST IN•-• Cit-,, S14U, ZIP -'-l 21. REMARKS ADDEO 

llA.HP. Hl"R~. Was hi nnt.on. DC 20240 0 YN {jNo 

22. a. To the best of rrry tnowltd11 and btl ltf, b. If required 111 0MB Circular A-95 this epplictlion was submitted, pu11111•t to IR• Nor,- R-
1trvcl1ons lhlt9in, ID apprOPfitte clMrinchouses and all r•ponses ■r, 1ttachlll: attadwcl data In this pnw:~~lictlion/1,plic1t:on ,,. ..,.,,... 

THE true and correct, tht document us 11111 
APPLICANT duly autllorized 111 the ICINffl i•c bodJ llf o> Golden Crescen. COG □ rn CERTIFIES tlMI applictal and lht applicant will CIDfflply 
THAT ► wltll tile att■chtd usur■nca ff 1111 ..i.t- cz, Governor's Of} ce of Budg}7 and Planning □ rn 

ance la apprvnd. 
(3) A ~ □ □ 

23. a. TYPED NAME AND TITLE .... MW(}w:ff~/ c. DATE SIGNED 
CERTIFYING Truett Latimer, State l'Mr 11101IIA .,.., 
REPRE• Historic Preservation Officer 19 78 08 22 SENTATIVE 

24. AGENCY NAME V (I I 25. APPLICA• r- tll0"'1 .,.., 
TION 

Department of the Interior RECEIVED 19 78 09 0 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 21. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

Grants Administration Div. 
IDENTIFICATION 

HCRS 
29. ADDRESS 30. FEDERAL GRANT 

W::ic;h D C 20240 
IDENTIFICATION 
4R-Rr29 

SL ACTION TAKEN 32. FUNDING y...,. -u. "°" S4. l'- 10I01l:A .,.., 
IXI .. AWAIID£D a. f'EDERAL $ 7.500 .OD 33. ACTION DATE ► 19 78 10 07 STARTING 

19 78 10 01 DATE 

0 ._ IEJECTED ._ APPLICAHT 14.500 .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA• 36. r- 1110111A "" TION (N&JM •Old Ccu;p/lou tu1111hr) ENDING 0 e. 11£TURN£D FOi c. STATE .00 DATE 19 79 09 30 
AIIENDIIDIT ,ii, lOCAI. .OD Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED 

04.DEFUll£D •· OTHEII .oo 202 343-4941 
0 e. WITHDRAWN f. 1UTAL $ 22 .000 .oo □ v .. ~No 

sa. a. I ■ t■kin1 above action, uy --ts r-ived froat dearinc~ -. con. II. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
aidlnd . If 1aency mpon,a la due .... pnr,isiona llf Part 1, 0MB Circular A-95, (Na- •Old~ t10.) 

FEDERAL AGENCY It llaa 1111a or is llliq aada. Same as #35 A-95 ACTION 

4~4-101 STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE l (10-75) 
• . ... .• • • ~ •• GSA.,.T..-al JI...,....., Oirnlar ''"'' 
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OMB Approval No. 2»-IN»lS 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
1. TYPE 

OF • PREAPPUCATION 
ACTION g ] ATPLICATION 

iJU'̂ rî S^ • HOTIFICATHMI OF IKTEMT (Opt) 
• REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

APPU-
CANTS 

a. NUMBER 3. STATE 
APPUCA-
noN 
IDENTI. 
HER 

IMBER 

TX 80117044 
APPLI­
CATION 

k. MTE 

197T 0^ 

3. STATE 
APPUCA-
noN 
IDENTI. 
HER 

k. DATE r a w 

ASSIGNED 19 7 8 02 
day 

24 
Leave 
BUmli 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

a. AfpiicMt Nana 

b. Orsanintien Unit 

c Stiatt/P.O. Boot 

d. CHir 

f. State 

k. Contact Panaa (Nm 

dt telephona So.) 

State H is to r i c Preservation Of f ice 
Texas H is to r ica l Coimission 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin •. cwaiy : Travis 
Texas s- 2iFOod« 78711 
Truett Latimer 
(51?) 475--in94 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

74-6016195 

PRO­
GRAM 
{From 
Federal 
Catalog) 

a. NUMBER 1 5 • 9 0 l4| 
k. TroE 

His tor ic Preservation 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANrS PROJECT 

Gonzales County Courthouse Development - Phase I 
Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas 

This red br ick three-story s t ruc tu re , b u i l t in 
1896, i s s t i l l used as the county courthouse. The 
project object ives are preservation and r e h a b i l i t a t i 
of the st ructure fo r continued use as the county 
courthouse. 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Stete H-Comniufliiy Action Agancy 
8-lntaratete I-Highar Educationallnstitution 
C-Substete J-Indian Triba 

Diatrict K-Othar {Spenfy): 
D-County 
E-City 
F-School District 
G-Special Purpoaa 
n Di^iet cn Enter appropriate letter | / \ [ 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-^asie Grant D-insuraaca 
B-Supplamantei Grant E-Othar 
C-Locn 

Enter 
I>rta<« lettor(e) l A I 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT {Namee of eitiaa, coi>nt>««. 
State*, ate.) 

Texas 

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

12,000,000 

12. TYPE OF APPUCATION 
A-Naw C-Ravislon E-Augmantetion 
B-Ranawai D-Continuatioa |—. 

f i l t e r appropriat* lattar I ^ 1 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: IS. TYPE OF CHANGE {For lie or lU) 

a. FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

b STATE 

d. LOCAL 

$40,000 
50,000 

a. APPLICANT 

Statewide 
16. PROJECT START 

r^K^Y^rmon^^day 

k. PROJECT 

23 
17. PROJECT 

OURA^ON 
\C. Month* 

A-lncrc:sa Dollara 
B-Oacraasa Dollara 
C-lncraasa Duration 
D-Cacraasa Duration 
E-Cancallation 

F-Othar {Sptdfy): 

N/A 

Enter appro­
priate Utterd) 

a. OTHER 

f. TOTAL t90,000 
18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 

BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY >• 

Year aioiUA 

19 78 08 
day 

04 
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Ncma. City, Stata. ZIP code) 

OAHP. HCRS, Washington, DC 20240 
21 . REMARKS ADDED  

• Y w • No 

22. 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ 

a. To tha bast of my taiowladga and boliaf, 
data in this prcsrplication/application a.'a 
trua and corract, tha documant kas baan 
duly authorizad by tfca fonralni kody of 
tha applicant and tin applicant wilt comply 
wtth tlia ittacbad eaiiraneea If tha nslat-
anca ia approvad. 

h. If ra<;uirad b) OMB Circular A-9S this application was submitted, pursuant te in-
atructiona tharain, to appropriate daaringhousas and all rasponsas ara attached: 

0)Governor's Of f ice of Budget and Planning 
CO Golden 
(3) 

Cresce overnments 

No rs-
tpon** 

• 
o 
• 

Rsepont9 
attack^ 

• 
23. 
CERTIFYING 
REr>RE-
SENTATIVE 

a. TYPED NAME AKD TITLE 

Truet t Latimer, State 
H is to r ic Preservation Of f i ce r 

k. SIGNATU c. DATE SIGNED 
Year aioiitA day 

19 78 08 07 
24. AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Y*ar wiontA day 25. APPLICA-

RECEIVED 19 78 8 11 
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT S e r v i c e 

Heritage Conservation § Recreation 
27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFRCE 

Grants Administrat ion Div 
28, FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

i 
CD 

29. ADDRESS 

18th and C Streets NW Washington, D.C. 20240 
30. FEDERAL GRANT 

IDENTIFICATION 

48-8A88 
31 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q • . AWARDED 

• k. REIECTED 

• c RETURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• 4. DEFERRED 

• «. WITHDRAWW 

32. FUNDING 

a. FEDERAL 

k. AopLICANT 

c. STATE 

d. LOCAL 

a. OTHER 

f. TOTAL 

> 40.000 .00 

47,500 .00 

.00 

$ 67,500 

.00 

.00 

.00 

33. ACTION D A T E ^ 

Year month day 

19 78 10 0 
34. yaar month day 

VA^^'**°I978 10 01 
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORhlA-

TION (iVanw awl telephon* mmbar) 

Stephen D. Newman 
202 523-5472 

36. raar wioiitA day 

„ 79 10 31 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

• Y«s QNO 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION 

a. In taking above action, any commcita racaivad from daaringhousas wore con-
aidared. If agancy response is dua under provisions o( Part 1, OMB Circular A-95, 
K has biaa or is being made. 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(ATama aiwf teUphone no.) 

Same as #35 
STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75) 

Prutribod by GSA, Federal Uamatemtmt Csrmldr rk-t 

i 

I 
I 

I 
! 
I 
I 
i 

I 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE APPU• a. NUMBER S. STATE ).BER 
CANT'S APPUCA- TX 80117044 

1, TYPE II. DATE 
TION 

D PIEAPPUCATION APPLI• IDENTI- II. DATE r .... -th 411 OF 1tfa ~ fiA ACTION ID APPLICATION CATION FJtlt ASSIGNED 19 78 02 24 

0MB Approval No. 29-II0211 

(Jlarl, •P- 0 NOTIFICATION OF INTDfT (Opt.) 1-H Cr" D REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION Blan.I, 

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

.. Appllclld ..... : State Historic Preservation Office 7L-6Ql6195 
"· Orpaa.tlall U.lt : Texas Hi stori cal Corrmission 6. 
c. ltrwt/P.O ... : p. 0. Box 12276 PRO- L NUMBEJI lll51• l9lol41 
If.Cit, : Austin .. c..e, : Travis GRAM "· mu 
,. Stat. : Texas a, ZIPCodo: 78711 

,,..,. 
FedffaJ 

II. Caataat ..... CN- Truett Latimer Catalog) Historic Preservation 
• C..J>MN No.) : f i;1?) 47i;_·:mq4 

7, TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT L TYPE OF APPLICANT /RECIPIENT 

Gonzales County Courthouse Development - Phase I 4-State II-Community Adioa "'::ft 
8-lntentalJI ._ Hi,her Educational l•t tutlan 

Gonzales, Gonzales County, Texas C-Subltate J- f11dlan Tribe 
Dlltrlct K-Other (Spmf11l : 

This red brick three-story structure, built in D-Couaty 

t~I District 1896, is still used as the county courthouse. The &-S=Pu,,.. 
Et&Ur cs~ 1-tm [Kl project objectives are preservation and rehabilitatic n D . 

of the structure for continued use as the county 9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A--8alc 11. .. nt 0-l nauraace courthouse. 8-Suppl1mental Grant E-Other Ewtcr cppro- ~ 
C-loln s,riau J.tur(•J 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Nau of ritiM, covwtiu, 11, ESTIMATED NUM• 12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
S'4ta, .CC.) BER OF PERSONS A-NN C-Rwla!on E..;\111111-,ibtloa 

BEtlEFITING 8-lttnwll 0-Continu.stiOII 
Texas 12,000,000 BflU'r aJ>J)ros,riau letter 1]} 

13. PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For lie or J,.) 

s40,000 a. APPLICANT 11. PROJECT 
4-lncruse Dollars f-Otber (S,.ei111) : 

a. FEDERAL .00 ~Dollars 

II. APPLICANT 50,000 .oo statewide 23 C-lncraR Duration NLA 0-0-11 Durati1111 

c. STATE 15. PROJECT START 17, PROJECT 
E~nc.llatlon 

.00 
DAjil'~e~doll DU,~ON .ltOf!IM Ewter appro- I I I I •• L0CA1. .oo J)ricta '-tur ( •J 

a. OTHER .00 18. ESTIMATED DATE TO y..,. tll01ltA dc11 19, EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

,~u,ooo BE SUBMITTEt> TO 1978 08 04 f. ma .00 FEDERAL AGENCY ► 

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST CN'-r-', Cil11, Stat., ZIP cocu) 21, REMARKS ADDED 

OAHP. HCRS, Washington, DC 20240 □ Yu ~ No 

22. •· To tl:a best of 1111 knowll".!1e and belllf, II. If ~air.cl by 0MB Circular A-95 this appllcatlon wu submitted, pursuant to In- No,..,_ 
atn,ct,ona lllarain, to appropriate daarinpouaa and all responsa ara attaclJad: .,,.,,... R••-• 

data In this prce~;,llcatlon/applicatioa a~ ~ 
THE trua and comet, Ille docum111t lia ""11 
APPLICANT duty autllorlud by tH .-itllll llody ., n>Governor's Office of Budget and Planninr D IX] 
CERTIFIES till appli"nt and th applicant will -ply 

□ [] THAT ► wllll Ille 1ttae!Md -ranees If tht •lat- <2>Gol den Cresce} it Council o~ overnments 
- .. appnl'llld. (3) J~ - D D 

23. a. TYPED NAME MD Till£ Ill. Sl81CATUllt L Lf{J;;:l c. DATE SIGNED 
CERTIFYING Truett Latimer, State 

~v 
y..,. IIIOldANI/ 

REPRE• Historic Preservation Officer r 19 78 08 07 SENTATIVE 

24. AG£NCY NAME ' Cl ~~:PPLICA• l'Nr t110MA lla11 
Department of the Interior RECEIVED 19 7 8 8 

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT Service 'D. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

Heritage Conservation & Recreation Grants Administration Div. IDENTIFICATION 

29. ADDRESS ,0. FEDERAL GRANT 

18th and C Streets NW . Washington, D.C. 20240 IDENTIFICATION 
AO 01\00 

31, ACTION TAKEN 

ii a. AWARDED 

D "· REJECTED 
0 c. RETURICED FOR 

AIIEJIIIIOO 

0 ._ DEFERRED 

0 e. WITHDIIAWN .. 
FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION 

32. FUNDINQ y_,. ~ 411 34. r.,. "'°""' NII 

L FEDEAAL I ,Hl 000 .oo 33, ACTION DATE ► 19 78 10 0 STARTING 19 78 10 01 DATE 

•· APPLICANT ~z.soo .00 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA· 36. 7.,.,. IIIOldA NII 
TION (NotM olllf teuJ)lloM -.l>..-) ENDING 

c. STATE .00 DATE 19 79 10 31 
d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 37, REMARKS ADDED 

LOTHER .oo 202 523-5472 
f. TOrAL $ ~~ . sew .00 0 Yu flNo 

a. In tald111 abowtt action, 1111 commll!ts re:alVld from darln~ Wlll9 -· b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
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TO: Edson Beall 
JAN 3 0 2015 11 National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street, NW (2280) 
Washington , DC 20005 

NATREGISTEROFnlGTOBlCPJ.A ES 
_ IU.itr/OIVAL~RKSERV,Cf JI 

. --
FROM: Gregory Smith 

National Register Coordinator 
Texas Historical Commission 

RE: Goliad County Courthouse Historic District (Amendment), Goliad, Goliad County, Texas 

January 28, 2015 DATE: 

The following materials are submitted : 

Original National Register of Historic Places form on disk. 

~ 
The enclosed disk contains the true and correct copy of the National Register of Historic Places 

nomination amendment for the Goliad County Courthouse Historic District. This amendment 

reclassifies ~ro~erties in the district based on the findings of a recent survey. 

Resubmitted nomination. 

~ Original NRHP signature page signed by the Texas SHPO. 

Multiple Property Documentation form on disk. 

Resubmitted form. 

Original MPDF signature page signed by the Texas SHPO. 

~ CD with TIFF photograph files, and PDF 

Correspondence 

COMMENTS: 

_ SHPO requests substantive review (cover letter from SHPO attached) 

_ The enclosed owner objections (do_) (do not_) constitute a majority of property owners 

Other: 

HICK PERRY, GOVERNOR • GILBERTE. PETERSON, CHAIRMAN • MARK WOLFE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
'"-' . ,, ,,r.: a A ' ll:11~1 rc-v~C: a 7Q711_"J"J7/:: a D <;1"JA/::'li':1nn a i: <;1')A7<;AQ7"J a Tnn 1 Ann7'lt;')QQO a ,""'"' th,, rt~t,, tv "r 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

Goliad County Courthouse Historic District 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: TEXAS, Goliad 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/30/15 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/17/15 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 76002034 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N CZ WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

REJECT 3~~ - / ,] DATE 

Additional Documentation Approved 

RECOM./CRITERIA ---------

REVIEWER DISCIPLINE - ----------- ----------

TELEPHONE DATE ------------ -------------
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 

N 
N 
N 




