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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 35 193
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Salem
Address 7 Ash Street"
Name , Bessie Monroe Houst

Present use  Residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number Jan M Robbi ns
Present owner 7 Ash Street
Sal em Mass. 01970
3. Description:

Date 1811

Source Tax records

Style Federal
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Un<inomn
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Brick

Outbuildings (describe) None
Other features quoins. 6/6 sash, pedimented

entry, granite basement.

Altered no Date
Moved no Date
5. Lotsize: 2,586 sq. ft.
One acre or less x Over one acre
Approximate frontage 43 ft.
Approximate distance of building from street
Adjacent
6. Recorded by A. Crump
Organization Sadlem Redevelopment Authority

Date November 1979

UM References: 19/37t320A709430
Assessor's Number: 35-193

OM-5—77



7. Origina owner (ifknown) Thomes Perkins
Or|g|na| use ReSidentiaI
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humani tari an
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The nodest brick house at 7 Ash Street i snotable fortheclarity of its Federal
vernacul ar design, andi sindicative of the character of anearly 19thcentury
nei ghborhood that was obliterated by urban renewal .

The simplicity andformality of thebuilding are typical of Federal vernacul ar
architecture. Thetwo-story house i s crowned by a hi proof punctuated onits forward
slope by twin chimeys. Aclassically detailed fanlit doorway i scentrally placed
on the five-bay facade, andi sthebuilding's only decorative element.

The house was built i n 1811 by Thomas Perkins, a prosperous nerchant i n nearby
Topsfield. | twasinitially rented toPerkins' brother, a chairmaker, who occupied
it until hisdeath. While its modest character i stypical of thesurrounding

nei ghborhood, nowdenolished, brick construction was relatively rare i n Salemat
the time it was devel oped, andthe house was distinctive i nits original context

as much asi ti stoday.

Bessie Mnroe, forwhomthe house i s naned, owned andoccupied the 7 Ash Street

house until her death around 1975. Bessie Minroe was anelderly |ady who becane
upset upon hearing that the property, inaddition toall of the adjacent buildings,
was t o betaken by em nent donmain through the Redevel opnent Authority. The housewas
originally targeted fordemolition. The Redevel opment Authority, concerned with how
relocation would affect Bessie Minroe's health, decided t otake the property but
allow Ms. Mnroe to live there until her death. This decision delayed the planned
demolition of the building, even though all other targeted properties were demolished.

(Cont i nued)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Historic Sdem, Inc. research files
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MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL GOVSS ON Slem 193
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Property Nane: Bessie Mnroe Huse
I ndi cate each itemon inventory foimvA ch is being continued bel ow
9. Historical Significance (Continued)
Luckily, therenewal plan changed its focus fromnew construction to restoration
of existing buildings between thetine of the Taking and Bessie Mpnroe's death.
The building was then sold to an owner interested inrestoring the structure.
The Bessie Monroe House possesses integrity of location, design, materials,

wor kmanshi p and association. |t nmeets criterion Cof theNational Register of
Historic Places.

Staple tolnventory format bottom
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

1«f fwmviM* pratarty

mt

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

ffrafciasart si*nAcanos et tMs prape”™p wiffMn ttie ssMs ia:

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3504









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000277



