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O Site [ Structure Xl Private O In Process ) Unoccupied (X Restricted
(] Object (] Both (O Being Considered [] Preservation work [0 Unrestricted
in progress O No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
[0 Agricultural [C] Government (O Park [ Transportation (] Comments
(] Commercial (X Industrial (] Private Residence (O] Other (Specify)
(0 Educational [ Military [J Religious
(] Entertainment J Museum [ Scientific
OWNERIOF/PROPERTY - .° - . i '
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General Electric Company o
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=
Newport Rhode Island 02840] 44 m
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City Clerk's Office, City Hall o S
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Newport Rhode Island 02840( 44
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Statewide Survey of Historic Building
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Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission Zzg
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7, DESCRIPTION.. ~~ . LT g T B I S L L e

(Check One)
CONDITION Excellent (] Good (O Fair (O] Deteriorated (O] Ruins (] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
(X Altered [] Unaltered ] Moved [X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Built 1n,1835 by Alexander lMcGregor, a Scotch stonemason
who had moved Yo Newport, the Pérry Mill is a monumental, rec—
tangular, stone structure set with its east end to Thames Street
on Newport's waterfront. Now much ‘altered, the building is
threp stories tall with a flat roof, nlnpteen " bays_long and four
bays wide across the streetfront. The building is character-
ized by its beautiful stonework; the walls are built - of a
native stone, random ashlar, warm sandy-brown in color, and the
white granite of the quoins and of the sills and llntels of
the six-over-six double hung sash windows provides simple,
crisp detail.

The mill was originally four stories in height, capped by
a tall pasilican roof with a full-length monitor and an imposing
wooden tower of Greek Revival detail. The roof and fourth floor
have since been removed, and the tower has been replaced with
a simple brick éf‘lr-fﬁﬁer on the south side. Other alterations
include a brick tower and loading dock built into the rear of
the north side, and a simple plate-glass storefront which has
been built into the Thames Street end. The interior has also
been remodeled to fit modern industrial needs and contains sim-
ple work areas and office space.
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CSIGNIFICANGE (0 s oy o i s e T R ST e e T ]

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) )
[ Pre-Columbian| [(J 16th Century (O] 18th Century (] 20th Century
[ 15th Century (0 17th Century (X 19th Century

'SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known)| 835

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal (] Education (] Political [] Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric [ Engineering ] Religion/Phi. (] Other (Specity)
[ Historic (X Industry losophy

(] Agriculture (] Invention [ Science

X Architecture [0 Landscape (] Sculpture

O Arnt Architecture O] Social/Human-

] Commerce (] Literature itarian

[ Communications ] Military (] Theater

[ Conservation [ Music (] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Perry Mill was oné of four mills erected along Thames
Street in the 1830's and 1840's in an attempt to revive Newport's
falllng economy by introducing textile manufacturing. The Perry
Mill and the Newport Steam Factory nov the Newport Electric
Company, are the only mills remaining from this short-lived
venture.

Built by Alexander McGregor, the structure is of the great-
est architectural importance for its magnificent stonework.

The walls of Fort Adams, built in 1833, and the Newport Artil-
lery Company‘s Armory on Clarke Street give further witness to
McGregor's skill as a mason.

The mill is preserved as a splendid example of the artistry
attained by stone craftsmen working in New England in the early
nineteenth century. :
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NAME AND TITLE:

Alice H.R. Hauck and Clifford M.

Renshaw 111, Surveyors

ORGANIZATION

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission

DATE

April 20,1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 124, State House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Providence Rhode Island 02903 A4

7 NATIONAL"REGISTER VERIFICATION =07 - .

N
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. As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereb_y nominate this property for inclusion

- in the Nationa'i_Registér and cerlify that it has been

éval‘qa;e«d acc})rdiné'fo; the criteria and procedures set
- forth. by th'e'Natipna\i"Park Service. The recommended
leyel of significance of this nomination is:

State m

NG National b ocal
\._\Ij‘a_t:o'nal/g Local [}

Title State Liaison Officer

August 16, 1971

Date

127 STATE LIAISON OF FICER-CERTIFICATION 1 0 [

National Register.

qu"f//z(/.,/f/" A 6;4 oY,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P{ésetvatian

TRl 131972

—~—.

GPO 901.087
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