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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

V he properties included ia the Wayside Inn Historic District which are of
most importance historically are the Wayside Inn and the buildings aways thought
of in association with it—the Martha-Mary Chapel, Grist Mill and Schoolhouse.
Three architecturally significant buildings which lie east of the Inn complex have
been included to afford them protectiort*” All of this districtis a part of the larger
Historic District established under the provisions of Chapter 40C of the Acts of 1963

The Wayside Inn District is located inthe southwest corner of Sudbury on
both sides of the Boston Post Road. A portion of the original Post Road, still dirt,
passes directly infront of the Wayside Inn and ends to the west at a small stone
bridge onthe Inn's property. A later section of the road passes further to the
south of the Inn. Thisis presently called the Wayside Inn Road and is used by
visitors to the Inn and residents of nearby property. The heavy volume of through
traffic has been diverted to a state highway which forksfrom the Post Road east of
the Inn and passes south of the Inn's property.

At the eastern approach to the district, on the present Post Road, stands a
one story, gambrel roof dwelling with a center chimney. Originally the interior
of this clapboard cottage was divided into two sections to house the familiesof a
father and son. Thus, the large chimney contains two kitchen fireplaces and two
fireplaces at the rear which serviced the sleeping quarters. Although the partitions
between the two sections have been removed and other minor alterations and
additions have been meade over the years, the basic shgpe and plan of this early 18th
century house remains intact.

Just west of this house is the site of a stone garrison house. Nearby is a
1 1/2 story clapboard dwelling, with center chimney, pitched roof and leanto, which
reflects the style and architectural details of the 18th century. Its proportions,
however, are indicative of the early 19th century. n

At the junction of Wayside Inn Road and the newer state highway stands an
impressive Greek Revival dwelling with atwo story Doric tetrastyle portico. Each
of its two wings carries a one story porch with Doric columns which extend the
length of the wing facade. This clapboard covered building, known as the Adam
Howe House, was bought by Henry Ford when he purchased the Inn.

\Y

The Wayside Innis set among large shedetrees. A path, interrupted only
by the dirt portion of the old Post Road, leads from the Wayside Inn Road to its
front door. The 2 1/2 story building is covered by graduated clapboards and topped
by a double pitched (gambrel) roof with two chimneys set in onthe ridgepole. The
windows on the second story of the five bay main facade are narrow 9/9 sash, while
those on the first floor are 12/12. The door, centered onthe mainfacade, is
surrounded by unadorned pilasters wh™*hV”upppjta simple entablature and pediment.
The present gppearance of the buildiftgyM sa*ttUMCM by the Ford Foundation,

Is the result of additions and alter£*Mbhs™pijte® the three centuries of its
existence. Ells and wings conferg™hg i'n"COngructi€flad materials and style are
attached to the rear and side. IVIHA
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STATEM”AT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wayside Inn of South Sudbury is believed to be the oldest operating inn
in the country and is the setting of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's Tales of a
Wayside Inn. On that basis the Inn has been certified a Massachusetts Historic

Landmark.

Samuel Howe, a carpenter by trade, is believed to have begun the Wayside
Inn c. 1700. It then consisted of two rooms, the tap room below and a chamber for
guests above. Samuel's son David was granted a license for inn-keeping by the
Concord Court in 1716 ad kept "Howe's Tavern” until 1746. He added the two
rooms now known as Longfellow's parlor and chamber, probably in 1716.

Ezekial Howe, Dawvid's son, was landlord from 1746to 1796 and renamed the
Inn "the Red Horse." Ezekial led two companies of Sudbury militia to Concord in
answer to Paul Revere's alarm on April 19, 1775, and later served as Colonel
under George Washington. The Inn prospered under Ezekial's care and he added
four rooms at the rear of the existing structure, including the ballroom which
became Longfellow's "Hobgoblin Hall." f

Lyman, the fifth Howe to operate the Inn (1830-1861), played host to the
group of professors whom Longfellow described in Tales of a Wayside Inn and was
himself the poet's model for the landlord, who entertains his guest with"the Mid-
night Ride of Paul Revere." Because of the popularity of Longfellow's Tales,
published in 1863, the "Red Horse" was renamed the "Wayside Inn."

Following Lyman's death in 1861, the Wayside Inn was operated by various
Howe heirs and tenants and gradually deteriorated until it was purchased by Henry
Ford in 1923. Ford refurbished the Inn and made it the center of a complex of
buildings which, like those a his Greenfield Village, Dearborn, Michigan, were
intended to kegp Americans "in touch” with their past. The Redstone School, built
in 1798, was moved to the Inn site from Sterling, Massachusetts, and operated as
part of the Sudbury school system from 1927 to 1952. This is claimed to be the
schoolhouse attended by Mary Sawyer, about whom "Mary Had a Little Lamb" was
written. Inthe 1920's, the Grist Mill was built with stone taken from the Waysde
Inn property. Set near an early millrace, the structure is a reconstruction of a
typical 18th century mill, with an overshot water-wheel operating two-ton mill
stones. Also inthe complex is the Martha-Mary Chapel built by Ford in 1939.

(continued)
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
CORNER

LATITUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 42° 21 3 71° 28" 35"
NE  42° 21 37 71° 270 34
SE 12°  21- 19- 71° 27 34"
I 429 21- 19- 71° 28- 35-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Q

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUMJXEf FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY
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Anne Wardwell. Survey Director

ORGANI ZATION

M assachusetts Historical Commission

STREET AND NUMBER:

Office of the Secretarv. State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
t2 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCAIION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [5 State *H Local - S

Name

Secretaify of the Commonwealth, and
Chairman, Massachusetts Historical
AMA _—Commission

Pate Tviarch 18. 1971

1889.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief. Office of Archeology and  Higthric Preservation
Date
ATTEST:
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The Wayside Inn Historic District
Old Boston Post Road
Sudbury, M assachusetts 025 Middlesex County 017

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

2. Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwesdlth
1970 State
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston, MA

3. Statewide Historic Preservation Plan
1970 State
M assachusetts Historical Commission
Office ofthe Secretary, State House, Boston, MA

7. Description

About a quarter of a mile west of the Inn, the gristmill (areconstruction of
a typical 18th century mill erected inthe 1920's) lies across afield and against a
hill near an early millrace. This small rectangular building is constructed of local
field stone and covered with a pitched roof.

The Martha-Mary Chapel is set on a knoll surrounded by a large field. This
clapboard church, built in 1939, is a composite of the architectural features typical
of the New England meetinghouse. The tower with its two-stage octagonal spire rises
directly from the main body of the church. Onthe main facade are two columns set in
antis, supporting an entablature which circles the building and the pedimented gable.
At the eastern edge of the field stands the little red clapboard schoolhouse built
c. 1798. This one room building is covered by a pitched roof and has an entrance
centered onits gable end.

8. Significance

The Chapdl is a composite of the architectural featurestypical of the New England
meetinghouse and is one of six such buildings Ford had constructed from the same plans.

The Wayside Inn was extensively damaged by fire in 1955 but was carefully
restored with the aid of a Ford Foundation grant. The Innwas reopened inJune, 1958,
under the direction of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 1n 1960, admin-
istration was taken over by a local committee, the Trustees of the Wayside Inn.

Three architecturally significant buildings which lie to the east of the Wayside
Inn liave been included in this nomination to afford them protection (see description
under physical appearance).
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National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and CStreets, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Attention: M. Jerry Rogers CERTI FI ED MAI L
Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed i sthenom nation formfor:

M ddl esex County, Sudbury, WAyside Inn Historic District,

which was returned t ous for additional material and which we are now
re-submitting.

V&€ have added t o our submi ssion a second photograph, showing t heMartha-Mary
Chapel and t he Redstone School. W& areunable togive youthe additional
information you requested onthehistorical significance of t he supporting
buildings i nthedistrict; theformasinitially submtted includes all the
pertinent information we have onthese buildings.

You also requested further information onthephysical appearance of the
supporting buildings i nthedistrict. Qur staff has reviewed t he original
siibmssion and i t seens toustoinclude asmch information ont he sup-
porting buildings asdothesanple forns printed i n your manual "How t o
Compl ete National Register Forms." Therefore, we would appreciate your
re-reading this portion of thenomnation. |f youstill feel that expansion
of thephysical description i snecessary, please return thef omt ous again.

Sincerely,

Polly QG nn Matherly ()
Hi storian,
M assachusetts Historical Commission

pam
End.
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