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Present Use Residential

General Date or Period 1860-1900

General Condition  Good

Acreage Approxi mately 2 acres

Recorded by Lee Farrow, Editor
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Date April 1987
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NATI ONAL REG STER CR TER A STATBEMENT (i f applicable)

The Yale Avenue Historic District possesses integrity of location, design, ]
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling , and association. Laid out in

1863 west of t hetown common, Yale Avenue i s t hebest preserved of theearliest

Wakefiel d neighborhoods that developed followi ng the establishment of comuter

railroad service toBoston. Here, prosperous Boston businessmen built

substantial, stylish houses, resulting inafine collection of Italianate,

Second Enpire, Stick, and Queen Anne residences. The district reflects well

the first phase of Wakefield' s transformationinto an affluent commuter suburb.

fle district thaneftre lagets criteria A ad C of the National Register*

ARHTECTURL. SGNHACANE  Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other areas wthin the conmunity*

The Yale Avenue district consists of eight contiguous residential
properties located along Yale Avenue which joins Main Street atthe
southern end of thetown common i nWkefield, Massachusetts. Five
of theresidential structures |ieon thesouth side of Yale Avenue
in arowadjacent tothetown' s post office which issituated at

; t hecorner of Yale Avenue and Main Street. The remaining three
properties lie directly across the street on the north side of Yale
Avenue. The eight properties enconpass approximtely 2 acres.
Each of the residential structures located in the district contrib-
ute to the district's significance. Several properties in the dis-
trict also include notable extant outbuildings such as garages,
barns, and carriage houses. \

HSITARCL. SGNHCANE Explain historical Inportance of area and howthe area relatesto the
devel opnent of other areas of the conmunity.

The Yale Avenue District includes eight well preserved residential
. structures dating fromthemd tolate nineteenth century. The

district reflects Wakefield' s rapid development as an industrial

center and residential suburban town during thelatter half ofthe
nineteenth century. . .

In the seventeenth century, Wakefield was originally part ofthe

old town of Reading. O d Reading was established i n 1644 as a

result of land grants i n1638 and 1639, and covered nuch oft he

sane area as thetwo present-day towns of Wakefield and Reading.

In 1812, the southern section of theol dtown of Reading, now
Wakefield, broke away and incorporated as a separate town called

South Reading. | n 1868, South Reading changed itsnanmeto

Wakefield. *!

The origii™a® seventeenth century town center of Ol d Reading devel -
oped at t he base of Lake Quannapowi tt, which i snowthelocation of
the town center of Wakefield. During the Colonial period, civic

aad commercial buildings developed along Main Street and expansion
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Architectural Significance, con't.

The predom nant architectural styles found in the Yale Avenue dis-
trict were those popular styles throughout the United States during
the md to late nineteenth century includingthe Italianate, Queen
Anne, Stick, and Mansard. Many of the Yale Avenue houses contain a
combi nation of features from various architectural styles, while
sone are anong the best exanples of high style architecturein
Wakefield. The hones are large with high quality construction and
much decorative detail which reflect the prosperous status of the

m ddle class owners during the md- to late nineteenth century

The eight residential structures in the Yale Avenue district are in
good condition and have experienced few irreversible alterations.
Four of the houses have had alum num siding or asphalt shingles
added to one or nore of their sides. However, the structures stil
retain much of their'original detail and decoration which were
fortunately not lost with the applicationof new siding materials

O the eight residential properties, four are well preserved exam
ples of the Italianate style. The three bay Italianate structure
at 25 Yale Avenue (#'<=') built ca. 1865 has a two story side bay
and an uncommon amount of high quality decorative detail. Quoins
at the building corners, paired brackets at the eaves, paired
arched windows in the gable, and an el aborately decorated one story
porch with chamfered pillars distinguish this residence. A
T-shaped house at 18 Yale Avenue (c. 1853, ) with its gable
end to the street includes similar exanples of Italianate decora-
tion with quoins, paired brackets at the eaves, and a long west
porch with chanmfered pillars on plinths,.

The residence at 15 Yale Avenue (c. 1874, #"™A ) is an exanple of a
structure with an L-shaped floor plan which was popular in
Wakefield during the mid-nineteenth century as asymmetrical, pic-
turesque forms began to gain acceptance in the community. The
house at 15 Yale Avenue is simple and al most classical inits
design with an impressive, full-length front porch withdetailed
posts and simple detail work found at the eaves. The Italianate
structure at 20 Yale Avenue (c. 1877, ft AA ) also has an asymmetri-
cal L-shaped plan with a one story bay w ndow at the front and at
the side. The house also exhibits some details typically associa-
ted with the Queen Anne style including fanciful detail work under
the eaves and carved panels above the first floor bay w ndows.

In additionto the Italianate style, the Yale Avenue district con-
tains exanples of several other md- to late nineteenth century

axnii BD

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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popular styles. A twoand one half story building at 23 Yale Ave-
nue (#"5") constructed 1 nl1l863 represents a shift towardt he
Mansard style with its fish scale mansard roof. However, it also
retains many Italianate decorative features including quoins and
paired eaves brackets.

The residence at 21 Yale Avenue (c. 1870s, #303) is an exanple of
the Queen Anne style with its diverse massing and embellishments.
The structure has a large polygonal corner tower with a bell cast
roof, a one story projecting bay on t hesouthwest corner, anda
large pedi mented dormer. .-

As one of Wakefield s three remaining Stick Style houses, t hehouse
at 24 Yale Avenue (c. 1863, "30i) retains some Italianate features,
but also includes fully developed Stick Style motifs. For exanple.
Stick Style features areevident i nthegable ends with cross brac-
ing filled I nwith an incised floral design and i nthecross braced
bay panels of t hehouse.

Lastly, thehouse at 22 Yale Avenue (c. 1896, # MA) i sa nodest
exanple of t heColonial Revival style. Unlike the earlier
Italianate structures onthestreet, thebuilding i srelatively
symmetrical (excluding the newwesterly addition) with rectangular
massing. The building i srestrained i nits detail and has a simply
designed full length front porch.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Historical Significance, con't.

of the town center continued throughout the early nineteenth
century. In the md-nineteenth century, the Boston and Maine rail-
road chose to locate their line through the center of Wakefield,
making the town an important center for new industrial devel opment.
The arrival of the railroad nmade Boston and surrounding communities
nmore accessible to Wakefield residents. The location of the rail-
road depot on North Avenue led to increased industrial devel opment
in the North Avenue vicinity and shifted the commercial focus of

the town to the southern end of Main Street. The civic and ec-
clesiastic center of Wakefield remained on the south shore of Lake
Quannapowi tt around the town common. Throughout the mid-nineteenth
century, residential neighborhoods developed around the town cen-
ter

Yale Avenue, a residential street west of the town common, was |aid
out in 1863 on property previously owned by Burrage Yale. M.
Yale, a promnent Wakefield citizen, establisheda tinware
manufacturing business located on the corner of Yale Avenue and
Main Street on the site of the existing YMCA At itsheight,
Yale's ti nware business enployed over 100 peddlers who travelled

t hroughout New England selling ti ngoods. Burrage Yale was also
the town treasurer and itsfirst postmaster. Three years after his
death, Ebenezer Hoar and John Day, the new owners of his Yale Ave-
nue property, divided his land into house lots which were quickly
purchased and built upon, primarily by Boston businessmen.

The md- to late 1800s was a time of heightened prosperity for
Wakefield. The extension of the railroad nmade the town dramatical -
ly nore accessible to Boston; raw materials and finished products
were shipped by rail, and a new commuting popul ation arose. During
this period the town became an important center for new industrial
devel opment. Cyrus Wakefield purchased an ailing foundry in 1855
and turned i tinto the highly successful Boston and Maine Foundry
Conpany, and the following year he formed the Rattan Conpany. In
1884, the Miller Piano Factory opened in Wakefield, and the Wnship
Boit Textile Conpany followed in 1889.

Wakefield s enormous appeal as a residential suburban town |ocated
within comruting distance to Boston, together with rapid industrial
growth, led to the devel opment of streets and house to acconodate
[. itsgrowing population. As an indication of the magnitude of this
growth, from 1850 to 1850 approximately sixty-one new houses were
built, while from 1850 to 1870, the nunber increased to 382. Yal e

QKT NED

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Avenue becane a neighborhood comprised mainly of prosperous mi ddle-
class Boston businessmen and their families. For instance, the
resident at 18 Yale Avenue was occupied by M Folsom a manufac-
turer of rubber cenent i n Boston. Edward Mansfield, senior nenber
of a paper stock business i nBoston, built the house at 20 Yale Av-
enue inthe md 1870s and Charles H Niles, a Boston real estate
devel oper, lived at 23 Yale Avenue i n 1874. The house at 16 Yale
Avenue, on the other hand, was built intheearly 1870s by a
Wakefield mechanic, Alexander McAllister, who profitted fromthe
expansion of local industrial activity i nWkefield.

The hones of the prosperous residents on Yale Avenue were large,
with high quality construction and nuch decorative detail. Several
popular md- to late popular architectural styles were represented
within the Yale Avenue district including Italianate, Queen Anne,
Stick, and Mansard styles. The high concentration of wel

preserved Victorian buildings serves as an excellent indication of
Wakefield' s rapid devel opment during the md- to late nineteenth
century. !

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



YALE AVENLE DI STRI CT
Verbal Boundaries

The boundaries of'the Yale Avenue District areas showm by the blue
line on t heaccompanying map, which i sa portion of Wakefield As-
sessor's Maps #11 and #12. Specifically, theboundaries areas
follows: beginning i nthenortheastern corner of 16 Yale Avenue
and travelling south along thelot's eastern boundary tothe lot's
sout hwestern corner; then turning right and proceeding west along
the rear |l ot lines of 18, 20, 22, and 24 Yale Avenue; then turning
right at t hesouthwestern corner of thel ot at 24 Yale Avenue and
travelling north along thelot's western boundary tothe curbline;
then crossing tothenorthern side of Yale Avenue and proceeding
along t hewestern property [ine of 25 Yale Avenue tothelot's
northwestern corner; then turning right and following therearl ot
lines of 25, 23, and 21 Yale Avenue; then turning right and pro-
ceeding along theeastern boundary of 21 Yale Avenue to the
curbline; then crossing tothesouthern side of Yale Avenue and

travelling east along thecurbline returning tothenortheast
corner of 16 Yale Avenue.



Lee Farrow, Editor

Text for the district nomnation was conpiled fromthe following:

Huggins, Carol. Multiple Resource Area Nom nation for the Town of
Wakefield, Massachusetts (draft).

Huggins, Carol and Kenney, Sharon. “"Chapter Five: National Regis-
ter Nom nations" from Preserving Wakefield: A Plan for Action,
January 1986.

Architectural Planning Asssociates, S_urve?/ CO.”F' etion Report,
Cﬁnbrl)dge, My 1935. (I'ncludes individual building inventory
sheets

NOTE: Excerpts were extracted from the above reports and incorporated
in the district nomination.
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