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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See Instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the infonnation requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name  Forestdale School

other names/site number Greenville School: Little Red School House

2. Location

street & number 87 Falmouth-Sandwich Road N/A  not for publication
city or town Sandwich N/A  vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Barnstable code 001 zip code 02644

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally « statewide jSJnocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.) /

gnature of certifying officiaimtie  JiMtn B. McDonough, Executive Director | ' Date
assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets ¢« does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Service Certification
I, heretdy certify that this property is: Date of Action
H entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
¢ detennined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Forestdale School
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownersiiip of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_ private X building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION: school
SOCIAL: clubhouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Narrative Description

Barnstable County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.;

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAL: meeting hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
walls shingle

roof asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Forestdde School standson the west dde of Route 130, st dose to the street. Located on abusy dredt,
the school is st onasmadl flat lot with some osk and pinetrees, and a play areacontaining no structures
a the rear. The Forestddle Fire Station (1970) and apaved parking ot abut the school ot to the south.
Development to the north and west congsts of residences dating from the mid-twentieth century.

The building is aone-story, wood-framed building sanding with its gable end to the dreet; alower
one-gory ell (added between c. 1906 and 1949) extending to the rear. Sat on abrick foundation covered
with concrete, the schoolhouse is sheathed inwood shingles, and has an agphdt-shingled roof. Prior to
being stained red in 1978, the building was clad in natural, westhered wood shingles. Windows have 6/6
saeh ==t in molded cases with slightly projecting cgps Other featuresinclude projecting eaves and
cornice retums, abroad frieze, and comerboards. The ell projects from the north end of themain
building's west elevation. 1t dso hes wood shingles and agabled roof. The small brick chimney is
centered a the rear of the main building.

The facade (eedt elevation) is symmetrical, conssting of two entries & the first sory and asingle attic
window centered above. The doors are st in surrounds with transoms. Two concrete depsrise to eech
entry.

The north and south devations of the main block are identical, eech containing two windows. The south
devation of the ell has an entry protected by a small shed-roofed enclosure, and no windows.

The rear (west) devation of the main building has a single window (south), with the kitchen ell
extending acrossthe remainder of therear.

Theoriginal portion of the interior plan congsts of an entry vestibule a each of the two main entries,
beyond which isthe large main room. The ell extends to the west, and condgs of akitchen (E), and two
bathrooms (W). The kitchen entry is now used as the entrance for the building, and the two entry
vestibules (E) have been converted to closets. The chimney islocated in the main room at the center of
the west wall. The original matched board wainscoting hes survived. Originally ateacher's platform
existed between the doors a the eest end of theroom.

Archaeologicd Description

No prehigtoric stesare recorded onthe school property or in the generd area(within one mile). In genad,
the property isnot well suited for mogt types of prehistoric Stesand subdgence activities. While the Steis
levd and well drained, it doesliewell over 1,000 ft. from the nearest wetlands which in this indance is
Sheke Pond located to the southwest of the nominated property. Given the above information, the sze of
the parcd (gpproximatdy 14 acre) and impacts from school constmction, a low potentia exigts for the
recovery of significant prehistoric resources.

A high potentia exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologicd resources on the school property.
Stmcturd and/or feature remains from aprivy assodated with the school should exist on the property.

(continued)



Forestdale School
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Barnstable County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
EDUCATION

Period of Significance
1878 - 1946

Significant Dates
1878

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Meiggs, Charies W. H.

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_ University

__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission



Forestdale School Barnstable County, MA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 1/4 acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 374800 4615960

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 4.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

Carolyn Crowell, Sandwich Historical Commission; Kim Withers Brengles, NR Edit. Consultant,
nameftitte with Betsy Friedberg. National Register Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 1997
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 01215

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Sandwich, Board of Selectmen
street & number Town Hall, 130 Main Street telephone  (508) 888-5144

city or town Sandwich state MA zip code 02563

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or detennine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Documentary evidence indicates aprivy was present, however, itsexact location isunknown. Shest refuse
pattems should aso be present from student's recreationd activities and other events which probably
occurred around the school building. Prior to congtruction of the schoal in 1878, historic period landuse
was limited to its use as awoodlot with no known physicd remains

(end)

8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Forestddle (Greenville) School possessesintegrity of location, design, materias, workmanship,
feeling, and associationswith the late nineteenth century development of the village of Forestdde
(formerly Greenville) in Sandwich. It hes significancein education as one of the last examples of a
district school on Cgpe Cod, and is significant architecturally as awel-preserved example of a wooden
one-room schoolhouse of the late nineteenth century. The school isof local significance, and meets
criteria A and Cfor listing on on the National Regider of Historic Places The period of significance
extendsfrom the congruction date of 1878 to 1946 besad on its continued use as a school (1878-1926),
and then as a community meeting place to the present.

Sandwich, established as atown by 1638, is located in the northwestem portion of Barnstable County .
Forestdde isan areain the southem part of Sandwich, dose to Shake, Pimlico, and Wesks Ponds
According to the Massachusetts Historical Commission inventory form for Forestdae:

The community was formerly known as Sheke Pond Village or Greenville. The latter
name gppeared on the 1858 and 1880 County Atlases, with Forestdde applied in 1907.
Like South Sandwich, itisan inland areathat generdly remained soarsely settled until
the modem period. However, asmal settlement node developed between Sheke and
Pimlico Pondsaong the corridor of Falmouth Road (now Route 130) after it was
approved as atown way in 1717.

Primary devdopment in Forestdde occurred in the early to mid-nineteenth century
which was the primary period of growth for Sandwich and Bamgtable County as a whole.
Federd cenausfigureslist 16 familiesand 100 individuals herein 1790. By 1820 those

numbers had grown to 27 and 176 respectively. The 1858 County Atlas shows over 20
houses, aMethodist Church (1846) and acemeay inthe area The 1880 and 1907
Atlases show little new development, afact subgtantiated by the present lack of buildings
from that period.

The early economy in Foretdae was basad on agriculture, which remained important through the
mid-twentieth century.

The Greenville School was congtructed in 1878 on land identified on Jesse Boyden's 1847 Woodlot Map
& Ebenezer Tobey's woodlot # 8 or Richard Allen's woodlot #9. The contract for $734.72 for its
congtruction was awarded in July, 1878 to South Sandwich carpenter Charles W. H. Meiggs

(continued)
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(1840-1902). By August 31, 1878, The Seeside Pressreported "Our schoolhouse isinafair way of soon
being completed, and | may add that Mr. C. Meiggs is making acommendable display of his efficiency
& acarpenter in its construction.”

In 1887 the village of Greenville lost the use of that namewhen apog office was built. Because another
pog officeby that name existed inwestem Massachusetts, the pogt office, and consequently the village
and school, became known as Forestdde.

The Superintendent's Report for 1891-1892 reported five students enrolled: three between the ages of
eight and fourteen years, one over fifteen, and one for whom no age was listed. The cogt of operating the
school that year was $321.59; sdaries accounted for $263. The building remained in use as a school

until 1927, when aconsolidated schoal, the Henry T. Wing School in Sandwich Village, was opened,
replacing 21 district schools scattered throughout Sandwich.

The Forestddle Schoal isthe last intact survivor of the original group of district schools. Other surviving
schoolhouses in Sandwich have been heavily dtered and converted to resdences. These are the Spring
Hill School, the District School #1, and the Cedarville School, eech moved and converted to a resdence

The Forestdale School continued to be ussd as a community meeting place when the Town of Sandwich
leesd it to the Forestdde Men's Club in 1926. The leesefor $1 per year required that the men's club be
respongble for any necessary repairs to the building. Basad on historic photographs, the reer section
gppeers to have been added between ¢. 1906 and 1949; it is not known whether it exised while the
building remained in use as a school, or was added by the men'sclub. The club continued its use of the
building until c. 1964.

After aperiod of vacancy the building underwent arestoration and renovation between 1978 and 1980.
The school house was used briefly as abranch of the Sandwich Public Library (1980-1981), the
Sandwich Community School preschool, and adancing school (1982-1985). |t hes been usd
continuoudy since 1980 as amesting place for the Boy Scouts, and remains under the ownership of the
Town of Sandwich. Recent severe termite damage hes resulted inaloca effort to nominate the building
to the National Regigter.

The Forestddle School isarchitecturally noteble as awell-preserved example of arural, wood-frame
schoolhouse of the late nineteenth century. Its Smple, one-room plan, two front entries with transoms
on the gabled facade, molded window cgps, cornice retums and broad frieze are all characterigtic
features of itstype.

Archaeologica Significance

Higtoric archaeological resources described above have the potentid to provide detailed information on the
socid, cultural and economic characterisics asodaed with the sudents of a district school in the
Sandwich Village of Forestdde (formerly known as Greenville) from 1878 to 1926. Archaeologicd testing
of the school property can locate the remans of the privy known to have bean presant near the school.
Detalled andlyss of the contents from that festure can provide information on the schodl's sudentsand by

(continued)
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inference on the agricultural village of Forestdele. That information may contribute to such aress as the
levds of education, socic-economic gatusof sudents, subsistence and the chronology of ectivities & the
schoal through studies of stratification within privy depodts  Sysemdic archaeologicd testing can so
identify sheet refuse deposits which can hdp identify activitieswhich occurred on the school property.

(end)

9. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Massachusatts Historical Commission. Historic Resources Inventory: Sandwich. 1993,
Town of Sandwich. Superintendent's Report Forestdde School.  1891-1892.

Town of Sandwich. Annual Report of Finances. 1877-1878.

Town of Sandwich. Specid Town Meeting Minutes. Vol. 12, pp. 3-4. April 8, 1926.
Secretary'sBook. Forestdale Men's Club. n.d.

The SeesdePress. Sandwich, MA. July 20, 1878.

(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property isthe parcd shown as # 69 on the Town of Sandwich Tax Map #11.
(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusatts Historical Commission

9 April 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

P. O. Box 37127

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 AR2N 197
Dear Ms. Shull,

Enclosed please fmd the following nomination form: o lle e |

Foresdde School (Little Red Schoolhouse), Sandwich (Bamstable County), MA

The nomination has been voted ligible by the State Revien™ Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property within the district werenotified

of pending State Review Board condderation 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Fnedberg \
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

cc. Carolyn Crowell, Sandwich Historical Commission
Mervin C. Hardwick, J., Charperson, Sandwich Board of Sdectmen
Kim Withers Brengles, Preservation Consultant

Enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



