NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, the Lewes Presbyterian Church, in
Sussex County, Delaware, reference number 77000394, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 10/5/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February
7, 1978, Part l1, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

= Sons

/ Keeper OWional Register of Historic Places Date

S:/nr_nhl/jjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfre/certificanletter/certifyletter



t i e A A Y

ot o i T

T L

Form No 10.300 (Ney 10.74)

UNITED STATES DEP# TMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATION, 1:aRk SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY -- NOMINA'!'ION FORM

SEE INST RUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPL&TE NA TIONAL REGISTER FORMS

mg;m

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

H
- C .

=l LI

HisTORIC
LEWES PRESBYTERIAN CH'JRCH
Aumon nouuou .
Biocanion Jmas Submakd Jo GW )
STAEET & NUMBER ST S e ’,‘.;_’ ‘
- wmur ee King's Highway4(100 Blogk)»: -+ -1 ...Nor:onruluuﬂérc B e
CIT'YJO'WN L TERUNRTY I B PR I T ted o Pactac L o=F 00 sy CONGHESBIONAlDli‘HIC' EEJEE T
¢l 1 ey e ey, uw.ﬂ jerimn Yoo o -='?'V“|clﬂ|wofv [ e Yoo LTI G SRR LYY SO Y]
STATE ; CoDE : CODE ,
: Delaware [ Susgex 003
ECLASSIFI"ATION
CATEGORY OIVNERSHIP A Pn:ssuruss '
—DISTRICT T _PUBLIC X_uCCUrED ._Aamcuuun: —MUSEUM
X __ROILOINGIS) X.PAIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL  __PARK '
—STRUCTURE —-80TH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —.ENTERTAINMENT X_RELIGIOUS
~OBJECT ~IN PROCESS —YEE: RESTAICTED --GOVERNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED X_YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —-TAANSPORTATION
. ~NO ~—MILITARY - OTHER:
ENOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME }
. 'n:a ‘Cevooration of the Lewes Preshycerian Church
STREET & NUMBER - W
'n\:mg s Hiohway {100 Block)
cm.mwn . e BTATE ‘ )
- Tawea —_ VICINTY OF Delaware
.LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION |
COURTHUUSE, :
AEGISTAY OF PLEDS ETC. Sussex County Court House :
STAEET & NUMABER . . . 1
- ; The Circle !
SV, 10WH STATE .
Georget own Delaware ﬁ

ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS.

nTLE
Delaware Preservation Checkllst, Cultural Resource Survev, $-145
DATE i
1974 —~FEDERAL XETATE _COUNTY _LOCAL '
DEPOSITORY FOR R, :
SURVEYRECORDS  pjyjmion of Historical & Cultural Affairs, Hall of Records: Ty
CITY. TOWN STATE . -~ :
Dover - Delawere p
- . | '
i
T e e R el T e



SNk e e At s g

A A T e F . N e o ol W

a '_)"-lmhm‘—_-r-m;.w.,57 B i o L

S R N g gy S

Tt 3 AT

T

A ]

g

A DESCRIPTION .
( . ) .
CONDITION -} CHECK ONE * CHECK ONE
X_IXC!LIJNY ....DU!IIO!A‘I!D —UNALTENID x_OIIGINM. SITE
—~ 0000 —RUINS L ALTERED ~MOVED [+ 1) | SON—
—FAIR ~UNEXPOSED * .

‘n’ 1059, the. ¢

DESCRIBE THE PR‘ESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
ihe Lewes Presbyterian Church 1- a framo me-ting house which has been altered several
timeg since it was built in 1632, (See Diagram I), The church consists of four
main aections-‘ the tower and vestibule (a), the sanctuary (b), the chancel (c),
and the sunday school rooms (3). (See Diagram II) v

Original Building

As originally constructed-l ) i
mtasuring. 45 hy 37 feet,. The- exterior walls were composed of ‘cedar- shingles.~ Today,
threa of: the four. origlnal shingled walls remain: en' the. east. ‘north; and:south, - The
-sanctunry of- the: preaenh church {b) ig-located in-this section of the- building. The
Exont door, with a‘large’ fanlight. remains in place and serves as the entrance to
the sanctuary (b) from the vestibule {a)., There were three tall rectangular ‘sash
windows on the south and north walls of tha Church. The pitched roof was pedimented
on the east and west ends’ wlth double sash windows centered in’each pediment., The
west wxndow ‘is” still in place, but is hidden by the later ad.ition of the tower.

On the inter Ty there ware gulleries on the north, west, and south walis; the rear
or west‘qallery had a bowed front to accommodate the choir. This gallery is the
only one remaining., It retains its original panelling. oOn the east wall, there was
a small: railed chancel with a tall pulpit, thirteen steps high, which was later re-
moved. 'rhe ﬂat celiling was undecorated,

First Alteraticn "f ) . . S . .

urc was- grcatly,a e ed'by the introduction of features of the Italianate
angd- Gothic styles and - by an addition. On the ‘exterior, full-height pilasters were.
applied over the’ ahingles at each. of’ the four corners, Elaborate brackets :over deep
skirting board wera applied under: the eaves ‘at the ‘sides and in the pediment. Pointed
arch’ tops were added to the tall‘windews in. the side walls, Evidence of cutting and
patching occasioned by this modification remains.

o
R |

“A sﬁail,*ieceésed chancel (c) with Gothic. wihdoﬁs} mafchiné‘iﬁoée'in'the .sanectuary,

wag - added at the'east end, - The windows are still in place, but have beefi blocked

by a later addition. The high pulipit was removed and a platform-type pulpit was
installed. The flat ceiling of the sanctuary was replaced by a deeply-coved Italianaté
ceiling, having heavy plaster deccrations, A similar ceiling was put in the chancel.

Second Alteration

In 1886-1B87, another series of alterations was undertaken. The side galleries were
taken down, and the 1832 pews were removed. New, cur've_d wooden pews were added,
Several of tha criginal pews were saved; they are now in the back gallery. The chancel
walls were rebuilt and flared to allow for a wide, flat, chancel arch, supported by
massive Corinthian columns.
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on the euterior, a tower and belfry= 9), rected agalnst the west wall of the
original building (b), providing -a veatibule at entraiice level (a)., The tower was
square on plan with ‘bracketting continuing arolnd . its front and sides, :New en-
trance doors with simple Gothic pancls were installed. The pent eave was extended
around the towsr providing -a reduction for the next stage, which had louverad triple
lancets for ventilation at the level of the old window. On the top stage, the belfry
was open and framed with double, polnted lancets on each face. There was a broach
‘spire above. '
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gguent Alterations

Subsequent changes inelude widening the vestibule by 8 feet on each side and chang~
ing the front door to the neo-Geoxgian,style with square panels and a graceful
broken pediment, These changes were made in 1931,

i

o , 3 O .
In 1947, the open helfry and steeple were 'taken down and replaced by a closed belfry,
each face of which has wide louvered pointed arches, topped by simple padimental
eaves which merege into a short, octagonal steeple.
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The church,  which represents architactural evolution, faces Kings Highway and is
surrounded by the cemetery which dates to the eighteenth century. An iron fence
borders the churchyard along Kings Highway. The nominated area encompasses the

church and cemetery.
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The Luwes Prcsbyterian ”hur 4 E 8" ear.iest‘remaining
structure assocxafed with' the'Lewes Presbyterian ongregatio 7the second ; cldest

in nelaware._ nrohitactu:ally. 1t isi‘important because ‘its structural evolution

has not dastroyed its integrity, ! | Finally, the churchyard, surxounding the' build-
ing and: included in the nominated area,: .contains the® atchoeologicol ‘¥emaing of the
1727 brick ‘church which stoodiuntil 1871, Also, buried in the churchyard are
Dolawa:eans who have played an: important rolo in local, atato. and national history.

e

‘ The Preshyterians were first organized in- Lewas in 1692 and met in- small frame

i ' building. not far' from the present’church. In 1707, tha. first‘meeting house was
built' on 1and donated by Thomas- Fenwick near the pxesent churc R ; Ik was “usad

i until 1727 when: it was roplaced by a\ hrick church “fThe brick church served the

: congregation until 1832, when:the: earliest porticn of ‘the nominafed church was

built. After 1832, the brick \chugch’! was used’, .as _a school until?it was torn down

in 1871, fhe sxte of the 1727 building is northeas of‘the present ‘church.

' The 1727 brick church was unusual hecause ofxléhurlemish, ha érickworh with
‘glazed headers, . Brick ‘was not. a common' building materiaf‘in eighteenth-century [
Lewcs and, therefore,‘thE romains of the‘church’ are szgnificant. It was originally
a one-story, .square’ meetfng housé. “Two subsequent ulterations chanqed it to a two-
t story, brick stxucture having a jerlcen head roof\ with a 'I‘udor kick.
sevaral notod eighteont:h-can’fury-,.l’xeshyterian_ miﬁi’s’ters ;5e ed', the Lewes congre.~—
gation.;Thé earliest récorded ministe ’wanSa:nuel Davis .(1697 1706), an Trish
evangelist’ and surgeon; who owned: property-toﬂthe ‘east’ '6f “the present'church, He
was one of the seven’ foundors ‘of the- Philadelphia Prosbytery, which Frances Makemie
" formed in 1709, ‘Other eighteenth-century ministers of note'included John Thompson
(1717—1724), Josias Hartin (1734-1743),.and Matthew Wilson (1756-1790)
& .

John Thompson was an Izish immigrant who was pastor during the construction of the
‘ brick church’ in 1727, After: helleft(Lewes,“he went ' to Pennsylbania -and then to -

-

b

VLVginia where he played an active-role.in the’ Presbyterian Church there. an
-author of some, note, he published many articles:and booklets on church doctrine,
including the "Explicaticn oE the Shorter. Catechism" in 1749,

Josias. Martin came to Lewcs from Ire)and, where he had fled from Scotland because
of religious ‘persecution. He was instrumental in arranging the vigit of George
Whitefield to Lewes in’ 1731.
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Finally, Matthew }“(‘ii\\lson w\o serve cont}reigat\c\:\nr longer, th Y any’ mintstcr\\was/ .
an active patrioc,\physician, educator, and\& eologianuqfﬂe was alao the pregenitor L
of an outstanding Sussex County family. VHe\Was! b&rn in? Pennsylvania and was educated :
under- Francic Allison et New London Acadeﬁy,\wh é‘he ‘later assisted hllison. SR
) was'a trustee ‘of: the Acﬂdemy of Hewark, whrch later\merged with Hewark Collage/to .
form, Delaware College, now‘the University of\pelaware.\ He contributed’ miny‘prticles
on-medicine and’ theology\to fhe. Pennsylvania\dournal and the American’ Magazinel He.
published articles\against the Stamp ‘Act and was -an active. patriot inda strong Tory
o community,: uis BEON, James Patriot ‘Wilson, was first a‘lawyer and Chancellorgnelaware,
{ and then a. minister. In\the early nlnetcenrh century, he was:- a mlnlster of Lewes
o - Presbyterian’ Church and 1ater went 'to Philadelphia wheré‘ "for twenty Eour years, .
P he was pastor of' the First Presbyterian Churzh of Philadclphia. His son;\and Matthew
) Wilson's grandson, James P.. wllson\ \was also a minister ‘and was President: of both
Delaware’ College and Union Thcological Seminary. . . }j\
i il v \: :
Lewes Presbyterian Church has had thrEe majnt alteratione since it was- completed
in 1832, Each alteration has guarded the' infegrity of the original buildi g, while
‘adding another dimension to its overall appearanca, 'It was orlginally a rectangular
frame meeting house of Greek' Revival design. The original churel, : forms the)sanctuary
of the present church. . The original doorway, west qallery, and vest window remain
! in this portion of the church. o ) ,“.ﬁ o
' . o | Sl
t W
In 1859 thc church was altered in the Italiana*e and Gothic styles. A chancel to
the east,was also added. Full-helght pllaoLers at"each of the four exterior corners,
B wooden brackets under the roof, Gothic wiindows, and a Gothic chancel windew remain
from this alteration.
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The third major alteration to the- original church occurred in 1886-1887 when the :
present wooden curved pews were added, the chancel walls were.altered to accommodate
massive Corinthian columns, and a. tower and belfry were. added to the: west of the
original church. : v

.During the twentieth century minor alterations have occurred including the re~

"modelling of the front door in 'the nes-Georgian style: however, the nineteenth-

century appearanca of the church rcmains.
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Buried in the Lewes Prcsbyterian churchyard are two Delaware governors, Davis
Hall and Ebe W, Tunnell; two congressmen, Robert G. Houston and John Wallace-
Houston; and numerous Revolutionary War veterans and veterans of America's nine-

E teenth: and twentiath-century wars, Many of the prominent Lewes families of the

‘eighteenth ‘and nineteetnith centuries are buried here, 1nc1uding fhe \Russell, Hall,
'Shankland, Wthite, Waples, and Burton families. .
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oolseri.ng and Indian Rive: Churchas, lewes, 1967.
Lewes P:esbyturian Church reccrds, Delaware Archives, Hall of Records,
Neill, Rev. Edward D., "Matthew Lowher, D, D,, of Lewes, Delaware, "The Pennsyl-
vania’ Hagazina. vol, 8, 45-55,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Zewes Presbyterian Church is boundcd ‘on .the west by K.inq s Highway and ‘on
the north, east, and south by property lines of the churchyard, but does not -

. include the area around tlie manse nor the area marked "parcel 2" on the enclosed
survey. .
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