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DESCHIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lewes Presbyterian Church is a frame meeting house which has been altered several 
titi*s sine* it was built in 1632, (Sea Diagram I), The church consists of four 
main sections: the tower and vestibule (a), the sanctuary (b), the chancel (c), 
and the Sunday school rooms (a). (See Diagram II) v

• • •».•-•,- '*"•.'• ..'-.. '. 
Original•Building

•. .^W^^i^S^:^'"'-'^^^ ...;.' 
As originally.-coniitirudtedTiri'^ 1832j,~vthe7church'-; was a\ rectangular 'f:rame meeting-house, 
mftasuring\45 by;37;feet,^ T^
three of the four original shingled walls remain ;;on the east, northj-and;;s6uth, The 
sanctuary of the presfihtJchuiTch : {b) in-located; in this section of the building. The 
front door, with a large fanlight, remains in place and serves as the entrance to 
the sanctuary (b) from the vestibule la). There were three tall rectangular sash 
windows on the south and north walls of tha church. The pitched roof was pedimented 
on the east and west ends with double sash windows centered in each pediment. The 
west window is still in place, but is hidden by the later addition of the tower.

On the interior^ there were galleries oh the north, west, and south wallsj the rear 
or west gallery'had a bowed front to accommodate the choir. This gallery is the 
only one remaining. It retains its original panelling. On the east wall, there was 
a small railed chancel with a tall pulpit, thirteen steps high, which was later re­ 
moved. The flat ceiling was undecorated,

First "Xl t eration . ,

In 1069, ther'chufch! was greatly^'altered' by the introduction of features of the Italianato 
and Gothic styles aihd by an addition. On the exterior, Cull-height pilasters were 
applied over the shingles at each,of:the four corners. Elaborate brackets lover deep 
skirting board were applied under the eaves at the'sides and in the pediment. Pointed 
arch tops were added to the tall-windows in the side walls. Evidence of cutting and 
patching occasioned by this modification remains.

A small, \ recessed chancel (c) with Gothic windows, matching,those in the .sanctuary, 
was added at the east end, The windows are still in place, but have been blocked 
by a later addition. The high pulipit was removed and a platform-type pulpit was 
installed. The flat ceiling of the sanctuary was replaced by a deeply-coved Italianate 
ceiling, having heavy plaster decorations. A' similar ceiling was put in the chancel.

Second Alteration.

In 1886-1887, another series of alterations was undertaken. The side galleries were 
taken down, and the 1832 pews were removed. New, curved wooden pews were added, 
Several of the original pews were saved; they are now in the back gallery. The chancel 
walls were rebuilt and flared to allow for a wide, flat, chancel arch, supported by 
massive Corinthian columns.
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on the exterior,^ a _tower ano^be^ifry a^wer¥^ west wall of the 
original building (b), providing ifvestibulaVat:: entrance level (a). The tower was 
square on plan with bracketting continuing around its front and sides,.. New en­ 
trance doors with simple Gothic panels were installed. The pent eave was extended 
around the tower providing a reduction for the next stage, which had louvered triple 
lancets for ventilation at the level of the old window. On the top stage, tha belfry 
was open and framed with double, pointed lancets on each face. There was a broach 
spire above.

Subsequent Alterations

Subsequent changes include widening : the vestibule by B feet on each side and chang­ 
ing the front door to the neo-Georgian style with square panels and a graceful 
broken pediment. Those changes were made in 1931.

• ,'. i ^ t
In 1947, the open belfry and steeple were'taXen down and replaced by a closed belfry, 
each face of which has wide louvered pointed arches, topped by simple pediments! 
eaves which merege into a snort, octagonal steeple.

The church, which represents architectural evolution, faces Kings Highway and is 
surrounded by the cemetery which dates to the eighteenth century. An iron fence 
borders the churchyard along Kings Highway. The nominated area encompasses the 
church and cemetery.

;W
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - ; . ,V' ,;^ . . .

Hie Lewes Presbyteri'an^'sh'urctii • is siginijficamt :; because'' it] is -vthieiVear?,ieat'; remaihing 
structure assb'cid^e^-w^ith;^ isec6hd t,oldest 
in l>elawarei;; r: Afchitectural'lyr.it is!>irnportant because f'it*:atructiiriil evolution 
has not destroyed its integrity* IFinally, the churchyard^ surrounding ^the build­ 
ing and included in the noninated area,; contains the c archaeological remains of the 
1727 brick "church which stood'until 1871, Also, buried in the churchyard are 
Dolawareans who have played an important role in local, state, and national history,

• : ; ; ••.„;.;.;.• .'.-.;."•..• ,:^_ .:-\...^-^: : i ...;-.v-. ;"vi ••- .•- ;.' ;-.-,,,*:•:•''. '' ^'" •''.-•' ' •'---.^•', 
Tlie Presbyterians were first organized:in- Lewes lin 1692 and-'met; in; a-; snail' frame 
building", not far from the present'church. -10:1707, the first1 meeting hbuse was 
built' on land donated by Thomas Fcnwtck near, the present church;: - It/was us** J 
until 1727 when it was raplaced-by a^brick church, jThe brick'church served the 
congregation until 1B32, when ^the* earliest'portion of the nominat;ed'church was 
built. After 1B32, the brick^church^was usod\as a school;, untilvit was'torn down
in 1871. churchiL. The site of the 1727 building is nor'theast of the present'i

: The 1727. brick church^was unusual :T becaii5e^of ̂ itsi.Vlemishi bond brickwork with 
glazed headers; Brick' was ; not a commpri' building;.material\^ih* eighteenth-century , 
Lewes and; thcrefbre/-.^^^; roniains, of trie v chur'ch r are significantA It was originally 
a one-story,- square"meeting house;-\ Two subsequen't alterations changed it to a two- 
story, brick structure haying a jerken head roof^with a Tudbr kicic.:^,''-^^'':^7.y>^ -• -., --- .
Several noted eighteenth-century Presbyterian, ministers/ served;,,the' Lewes congre- 
gatibn. i; The; earliest 'recorded minisc^^a'sJSam^e^^ ''an-'Irish . 
evangelist"and surgeon> who owned-pr^crtyr^o^Vhe-"east''of-'the present^church. He 
was one of 'the seven founders o^ the-Philade'lphiV'Presbytory, which Frances Hakemie 
formed in ,1709, Other eighteenth-century ministers of note'included John Thompson 
(1717-1724), Josias Martin '(1734-1743) ,i,and Matthew Wilson (1756-1790). ,

.'' ?••"-.- . • . ' • '11 •' „ .•*'.- 1; .'•••' ./' •''••'., •;.,":-,! ;•.,.'•. ..'••'••••' ,
John Thompson was, an,. Irish itnmigrarit who wasj pastor during' the1/construction of the 
brick church,'in 1727. After-he' 'iGft^Lewea^.h'e';went' to Pennsylvania and then to 
Virginia where he^played,an active role.in thePresbyterian Church there. An 
•author of somev nbte, he published many articleciand booklets on church doctrine, 
including the "Explication of the Shorter-Catechism'1 in 1749.

Josias, Martin came to Lewes from Ireland, where he had fled from Scotland because 
of religious'persecution. He was instrumental in arranging the visit of George 
Whitofield to Lewes in ; 173>.
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	Finally i 'Matthew^ WHson who served'the cohgregatlbn longer 'than^ahy. minlster",\was y 
| an active^patribt^physic'ianv educator, •and\fchveoiogian/>/He wasralsp the ̂ prog en itor 
\ of an outstanding .Sussex County 'family, >VnQVwasibofn in.'Pennsylvahia\ancl was^educated 
'>. under Fr'anciEAllisbn^^at:>New\lxjndon ; ;icademVi\;wher^ assisted Ali)iscm; :>HHe -'•• 
'"' , was' a trustee ̂ bf;the AcademyVof^^Hewark, wh'ivch^lateVNmerged with'llewark Collegei^to 
i f orm ;, Delaware; College i'now the^Univerlsity of \Deiaware.\ He contributed many ̂ articles 
}' on-medicine and 1 theologyAto trievPennaylvania\Journal Vnd the American' Magazine^ He. 
j ' published articles^against the'Stamp 'Act and was ,an active patriot in^a strong Tory 
j. / community." His eon, JameSyPatript Vlilson, 'was'^fi'rst a^lawyer and Chahcel'lorj,Delaware,
\ • '

Matthew
Wilson's grandson, James P. Wilson V1 was also a minister and was President of both 
Delaware College and Union Theological Seminary. ,. ,'\'	 t . . _. ; t . •--— ̂ .-- , •-., • ., -

(f Lewes Presbyterian Church has had three ;major J alterat'iohs~~since itTwas-completed ,
( in 1832. Each alteration has guarded' the integrity "of the original building,^ "while
; adding another dimension to its overall appearance, ''It was originally a' rectangular
i. frame meeting house of Greek Revival design. T:;e original church forms the\ sanctuary
1 of the present church. . The original doorway, wt?st gallery, and west window remain ;
i in this portion of the church. > V. ,
^' ' • ' " \ '•' ' • .?' ' - ''' " ' , : ' , \ '' \ .•",'•• ', '•

•• In 1069 the church was altered in the -Italianate and Gothic styles. A chancel to
v the east! was also added. Full-height^ pilasters at 'each of s the four exterior corners,
.V wooden brackets under the roof, Gothic -'windows, and a Gothic chancel window remain
j\ from this alteration. • ' ',/...-'.' '.
f s' • • • ' • • , ' • ''• - 1 '• ' '*' • • ' -. ' ~ ,._,-. \ ' : ' ' i i '"-•'--

f The third major alteration to the original church occurred "in ,1866-1887 when the ',
' present wooden curved pews were added, the chancel walls were -altered to accommodate \
f massive Corinthian columns, and a tower and belfry were added to the west of the L L
[•• original church. ; ' i;
•• ' '• )•• " - ' • '..-.•• '•','. •'•vV--', / •• • • ;.j
£ .During the twentieth century minor alterations have occurred, including the re- ;
i modelling of the front door in the neo-Georgian style; however, the nineteenth- ,;
It century appearance of the church remains. • t , • •
\ . - ' : ' ' • - . , ' i . -•'.•/' .;", ' ''••,':•.' ' ^
I Buried in the Txiwes Presbyterian churchyard are two Delaware governors, Davis
J Hall and Ebe W. Tunnell; two congVecsmen, Robert G. Houston and John Wallace-

Houston; and numerous Revolutionary War veterans and veterans of America's nine- 
tee nth and twentieth-century wars. Many of the prraninent Lewes families of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries are buried here, including the Russell, Hall, 
Shankland, White, Waples, and Burton families. -- ..
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Lewes Presbyterian Church is bounded on the'west by King|s Highway .and'on 
the north, east, and south by property lines of the churchyard, but does not 
include the area' around the manse nor the area marked "parcel 2" on the enclosed 
survey.
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