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WALTHAM, MA MRA  

Town Valtham. MA 

Address 14 Liberty Street 

Historic Name Vini,^m Gibh... Hm..̂ P 

Use: Present Mult i - family res ident ia l 

Original Res ident ia l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1845-1847 

Source Deeds 

Style Greek Revival (temple-front) 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Asphalt shingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterat ions (with dates) 

asphalt siding- mid-20th cen, 

Condition F a i r 

n/a Moved no Date _ 

Acreage 0 -l̂ A -A>9S ^g. tt. L O ' l - 1̂  

Setting On re s ident ia l s treet v i t h 

mid-19th c. houseg, very near major 

business d i s t r i c t 

UTM REFERENCE Iq/3l/jf^7^q^S^n 

USGS QUADRANGLE L^iAlfTTDU 

SCALE 11 Z^. ODD 

Recorded by Nancv S. Seasholea 

Organization Vftithftm Historical Cggm, 

Date August ]9R(S 
revised C. Jenkins 2/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The William Gibbs House i s one of four surviving temple-front Greek Revival style houses in 
the city. I t s elaborate 2^ story form is characterized by fluted Corinthian columns carry­
ing the gable pediment. Asphalt shingles have not obscurred i t s hich architectural quality. 
The house also illustrates the developement of the north central Ma n Street area in the 
mid-19th century as a home for workers and small businessmen. I t possesses integrity of 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and associations. I t meets 
cri t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Set on a residential street of predominantly nineteenth century houses very near a 
major commercial d i s t r i c t , this house is one of the few surviving temple-front Greek 
Revival houses in the c i t y . Although i t has been sided with asphalt shingles, i t retains 
i t s important s t y l i s t i c features: a pedimented a t t i c , deep.cornice, f u l l entablature, 
paneled cornerboards, and fluted Corinthian columns. I t is a f u l l 2 j story house with 
pedimented Corinthian portico and rear e l l . I t s entry is headed by a transom and triangu­
lar pediment. Windows contain late-19th century 2/2 sash. 

See # i l 2 , l y . and area E ' . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was apparently b u i l t sometime between 1845 and 184? by William Gibbs, a 
hat manufacturer. In 1847 Gibbs sold i t to John Galbraith, another hat manufacturer, and 
the Galbraiths owned i t for almost 30 years. They lost possession when a mortgage was 
foreclosed i n 1875 but apparently continued to occupy the house for another 10 years. By 
this time the house was ownec zy Henry P. Sherman, a real estate agent who lived at 27 
Liberty and evidently used i t as a rental property. In 1923 i t was occupied by persons 
whose surnames were Levere, Pellerin, Doucette, and Boudreau. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Middlesex Deeds - 465:552; 507:265; 526:104; 1398:272; 1565:440 
Maps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 1923 
Directories - 1871, 1899, 1910, 1912, 1923 

^ ' 8/85 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

• • . . 
E'672,0CC 

William Gibbs House #97 
14 Liberty Street 
1" = 100' 
1975; updated to 1987 
Waltham Engineering Dept. 

lot #60-7-13 N 

L rv 502,c-



1970 Atlas, City of Waltham 
Compiled by the Waltham 
Engineering Division 
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 

Waltham, Massachusetts MRA 
14 Liberty Street 
William Gibbs House 
16-Q-21 
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