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The sites in this thematic nomination of resources in Latimer County, 
Oklahoma relating to coal mining, are all located in the city of Wilburton. 
The ruins of the Great Western Coke and Coal Company, Mine #3 and the com­ 
pany store building are on the east side of the city while Mitchell Hall 
can be found at the west end on the campus of Eastern Oklahoma State Col­ 
lege. The Sacred Heart Catholic Church and Rectory fall between the other 
sites in the middle of Wilburton.

The properties included in this nomination are the physical evidence 
of the varied impact coal mining had on the development of southeastern 
Oklahoma. They were the arenas for activities of area people which are 
representative of commercial, industrial, religious, and educational 
aspects of life.

The mine is filled now and only a brick low wall is visible, however, 
the company store, church, and rectory are in fair to good condition and 
are currently in use. The architectual styles are disimilar, probably 
reflecting lack of planning for visual continuity which is typical of 
most of the area buildings. The exteriors of the three structures remain 
relatively unaltered although Mitchell Hall's interior has been completely 
renovated.

The methodology used for this nomination include personal interviews, 
field investigation, and documentary research in the Wilburton-Latimer 
County Library and the Edmond Lowe Library at Oklahoma State University.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The thematic resources in Latimer County relating to the coal mining 
industry are significant because they exemplify the varied impact of mining 
activity on southeastern Oklahoma. Not only did coal mining have an in­ 
dustrial effect, but also it influenced education, religion, commercial, 
and social/humanitarian interests.

The most prosperous years for the coal mining industry and residents 
of Latimer County were from 1903 to 1922. Shaft explosions in the late 
1920s and decreasing demand for coal led to the industry's decline in the 
1930s. Fuel oil and natural gas replaced coal while bank failures, strikes, 
and mechanization further added to the coal companies 1 difficulties. By 
the late 1930s, coal mining activity had virtually ceased. Today, however, 
the coal industry is once again emerging as a significant economic factor 
throughout southeastern Oklahoma.
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