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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Quincy City Hall faces east on Hancock Street in Quincy Square. The surrounding area 
is developed with commercial, high density residential and transportation uses. I t is 
bounded on the west by a mass transit rail line,on the north by a landscaped pedestrian 
mall; and on the south by the City owned Hancock Cemetary dates from c.1640. The 
First Parish Church (NR) stands directly across Hancock STreet. 

I t is a two story Greek Revival structure of rectangular plan which is constructed of 
native blue-grey granite ashlar. Facing gable end to the street, its triangular pediment 
and severe entablature are supported by four fluted Ionic pilasters flanked by two end 
piers, all on high pedastals. The center entrance approacliedby two steps and consists of 
modern double doors headed by a blank transom,a sign bearing the words CITY HALL, and a 
tripartite window. I t is flanked on either side by two double casemer.-c windows which 
are separated from identical windows above by spandrels carved with anthemions. 
The upper portion of each bay contain a recessed paneli the central one is enscribed 
TOWN HALL - LRECTLD A.:. i84;. This elevation was heavily altered in 1888 when the 
town house was converted to the City Hall. Originally a recessed entrance, approached 
by a long flight of stairs, occupied the entire center opening. Shop front doors, which 
originally occupied the outer bays, were replaced by the present casements windows as 
was the double hung sash above. 

The side elevators are each four bays in length and contain double-hung sash at the 
f i r s t floor/basement level and quadruple hung sash at the second floor/attic leveV 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Quincy City Hall possesses integrity of design, location, materials, and workmanship. 
It is significant for the continuous role i t has played in the development of Quincy 
government and as an outstanding example of monumental Greek Revival architecture con­
structed of native granite. 

This building is sssocitated vn'th both the town and city forms of government in Quincy 
and has been the seat of government activities since its construction in 1844. First 
settled in 1642, Quincy was incorporated as a part of Braintree in 1640. Braintree was 
divided into two precincts in 1708 but by 1792 the North Precinct had been incorporated 
as the town of Quincy. I t was not until May 24,1841 however, that the Town voted to 
build a townhouse of stone and not until April 18, 1844, that the Town autl^orized the 
Treasurer to purchase a lot next to the seventeenth century Hancock Cemetary. Solomon 
Willard supervised the consturction of the hall that same year. 

The following notice appeared in the "Quincy Patriot" of April 27, 1844: "To contractors, 
Sealed proposals will be received by the Building Committee...for furnishing and deliv­
ering on the spot, all materials for building a stone house, f i f t y by eighty feet, and 
thirty five feet, four inches in height, the front end and the two sides to be of dressed 
blue Granite of uniform color, the back end to of rough Ashlar, and tho wholo to be 
laid in cement, together with about one hundred perches of stone for the cellar." 

Later, the "Quincy Patriot" reported the following in an article: "The building 
Committee of the Town Mouse has effected a contract for the building of a Town House 
which will be one of the most elegant edifices in New England. The Town House will be 
f i f t y feet by eighty feet and thirty-five feet, six inches to the eaves, of fine hammered 
stone, the front to be like the Merchants Exchange in State Street, Boston, having four 
beautiful fluted pilasters (26-3/4 f t . in height) and handsonme capitols with architrave 
frieze and cornice -- the sides to be finely hammered,and laid in Ashlar courses sixteen 
inches rise. 

"The Hall will teve four large windows on both sides, each containing f i f t y square feet 
of glass. There will be an office or store in each front corner and another room in 
the rear of them, which will take up about one-half of the room on the f i r s t floor. 
The remainder will make a commodious lecture or lyceum room nearly twice as large as 
the old Town Hall, the entrance to which will be on the south side of the building. 

"The Town Hall will be forty-six by seventy feet in the clear including gallery, which 
is to be over the Committee Room and the whole will be capable of seating twelve hundred 
persons." 
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Within forty years the town had grown rapidly, spurred by the extension of the Old 
Colony Railroad from Boston in the 1840's. By then the town form of government was no 
longer considered adequate by many citizens. Thus, in 1884, a group met to discuss 
the question of City Charter. At the town meeting of 1887 the charter was recommended 
and approved, and was then passed by the State Legislature in 1888. Rather than dem­
olishing their old Town Hall to construct a new City Hall in a more fashionable sytle 
as so many town did, Quincy retained the original Greek Revival structure. 

The City Hall is an excellent example of academic Greek Revival architecture which was 
described by Ralph Adams Cram as one of the outstanding specimens of mid-century class­
ical American design in the country. I t is unusual in both its monumentality and in 
the severity of its granite detail. These features may be attributed to its architect, 
Solomon Willard, who was instrumental in the development of the granite industry in 
Quincy. While Quincy granite was used as early as 1750 in the constrwctuion of King's 
Chapel in Boston (NR) i t did not evolve beyond a small quarrying operation with l i t t l e 
finishing of the stone until the 1820's. The impetus came in 1826 when Willard was 
designing the Bunker Hill Monument (NR), an obelisk for which he proposed the use of 
hugh blocks of granite. In conjunction with Gridley J.F. Bryant, an architect and 
engineer, he devised a railway system to transport the granite blocks to the Neponset 
River where i t could be floated to the Charlestown monument site. Willard also devised 
methods of quarrying and manipulating stone which ensured Quincy's later success in 
this area. 
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