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This three-story brick house stands about 100 feet from the main street of
Portsmouth and occupies about 2/3 of an acre. It is of outstanding architectural
design with five Palladian windows recessed within brick, relieving arches in the
upper and lower stories. The house is square, with a simple classical cornice;
rising above the roof are four chimneys and a widow's walk. The covered walk

at the rear of the house once had a covered portion extending from the house to
the stables, but this was removed about 1900 when an extensive restoration took
place following a change of ownership.

At the same time new flooring in the first two stories was put in and an
elevator removed; three water closets were installed between 1900 and 1940.
With the installation of heat, certain ducts were added and floors penetrated;
a staircase to the basement was removed. Most of the fireplaces are unused and
some have been temporarily blocked. Otherwise the flooring and rooms remain
unaltered.

The only outbuilding, a stable and carriage house, remains unaltered. It has
two horse stalls and a loft upstairs. The former ice house and well house
were removed about 1900.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Larkin-Rice House is being nominated because of the unique architectural
design of its facade. It has five Palladian windows recessed beneath relieving
brick arches; there are three in a second story, and two below, flanking the
door, which is surmounted by a circular fanlight and similarly recessed. The
columned entrance hall has honeycomb carving at. the cornice level; there is a
related carving in the two front rooms. There are sliding shutters in these
rooms, and folding shutters in the upstairs bedrooms.

The house was built by Samuel Larkin (1773-1849), who married Ann Jaffrey
Wentworth, a daughter of Col. Joshua Wentworth. Larkin made a fortune as

an auctioneer of the contents of English ships captured by local privateers,
especially during the War of 1812, This was the. period of the construction of
the house. Larkin was a warden of St. John's Church and a Mason, serving as
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire several times. '
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