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1. Name
historic Eddy Block
and/or common Sae
2. Location
sreet & number 119-131 Main Street 5 4 Davis Street not for publication
city, tonn  Webster vicinity of congressond district Second
state Massachusetts code 025 county  Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

neme Nalewajk, Inc. c/o Nalewajk Insurance Agency

dreet & number  121-123 Main Street

city, town Webster vicinity of state | '1assachusetts 01570

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regigry of deeds, etc.  Worcester County Registry of Deeds

Sreet & number 2 Main Street

city,tonn  Worcester, date Massachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titte Inventory of the Historic Assets of has this property been determined degible? yes j " no

the Commonwealth
date 1979l federd x dae county locd

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street, Boston Massachusetts 02108

city, town state



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t er ed X original site
good ruins altered noved date
2L fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Eddy Block is located in Vebster's central business district at the northeast comer
of Main and Davis Streets vliere it occupies al ot bounded by I\fein Street (south),

Davis Street (west), an attached wood-tfranme structure (north), and analley (east).

The Block is nade up of two separate structures connected by two wood-frane passageways.
The larger (nai n% part of the block occupies the southern two-thirds of the lot, while
the smaller of the two sections occupies the rear of the lot. Both sections of the

Bl ock are three-stories high, built of red brick and trinmed wi th brown sandst one.

The main part of the Eddy Block has anirregular five-sidedfloorplan (conformng to
lot lines) andis enclosed partially by aflat roof (southern half) and partially by
a high truncated hip roof (northern half). Theblock's south and west elevations are
finished as faces, while the north and east elevations are noreutilitarian and
undecorated i ntheir design. Wndows throughout (tinless otherw se noted) consist of
2/ 2 sash set inbrick surrounded willJi a sandstone lintel and a low arched brick head
wi th sandstone springers and keystone. Al | sandstone trimis rock-faced with a
dressed border.

The major facade (south) is symetrical; at its base are three store fronts, the center
one of which is flanked by two narrowentries which provide access to the upper floors.
Al though all store fronts have been rebuilt with nodemw ndows and trim eachis
franed by brick piers (covered with modem materials) which,rise to a continuous stone
com ce. At the buildi n?' s west end, aone storey brick addition éca. 1920- 1930)
contains a fourthstore front. The facade's upper floors are divided by two brick
piers into awde central panel, flanked by two narrower, outer panels. Fenestration
consists of paired sash (1/1) flanked by single wndows i nthe central panel and one
set of paired sash (2/2E i n each of the outer two panels at the second storey. Al |
w ndows have ar ches up of alternating brick and stone voussoirs with stone key-
stones and springers, v*ile only the paired w ndows have applied wood decoration be-
neath the wndowarch. Fenestration of the thirdstorey consists of agroup of three
w ndows flanked by two single w ndows inthe central panel and two w ndows i n each

of the outer two panels: wndows of the central panel are set inrectangular stone
surrounds. At the center of the facade's third storey is adecorative gable (partially
truncated), the base of which is ablind, pointed arch with a stone block bearing the
nane "HDY". Bandings of decorative brick connect the sills of all second storey

w ndows and all third storey w ndows, while a course of stone connects al | second
storey w ndow arches; third storey w ndow arches are connected by two courses of
painted black brick. At the facade's roofline is alow parapet set on a base of deco-
rative brickwork and diapering; the parapet i s capped by anetal coping which is deco-
rated with pyramdal wooden blocks at the building' s comers.

The west elevation is asymretrical, having an added one- st orex store front atits
south end, and having anangled comer at its md-point, north of which the west
elevation is paralledto Davis Street. Except for the west elevation's southernnost
bay (where decorative trimis identical to that of the facade), all wndows are |ike
those decribed inthe second paragraph, above. Decorative brick courses extend along
the west elevation at the top of the first storey and at the lintel and sill levels
of the second and third stories' w ndows. The west elevationrises froma base of
rock-faced granite, laid upinrandomashlar; at the roof is alow parapet witha
metal coping. Fenestration is asymetrical.



AR 8- 300A
l/78)
LN TED STATES CEPSRIMENT OF THE | NTER CR
HER TAGE GONEERVATI ON AND RECREATI N SERVI CE

fAECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF ffISTORIC PLACES _,_ . . .
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM 3 19

CONTINUATION SHEET 1 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE DESCRIPTION- 1

The east elevation is asymretrical, decorated only with w ndow surrounds Iike
those described in paragraph 2, above. Therear (north) elevationis built
of common brick with no decorative trim except for atw storey iron porch;
fenestration i s asymetrical. Thenorth elevation has two wood-franes at the
east end of itsfirst storey, oneof these connects to the first storeyof
the block's rear section, while the other connects to the second storey of
rear section,

The rear section of the Eddy Bl ock has anirregular, five-sidedfloor plan

and is enclosed by aflat roof. The facade of the rear section (west) is sym
metrical, having a center entrance flanked by tw store fronts at the first
storey; the second and third stories are identical, containing each acentral
wi ndow fl anked by groups of three wi ndows. Al | w ndow surrounds are identical
to those of the west elevation of the Eddy Block's main section. At the south-
west comer of the rear section is abevelled comer, containing a store front
at the first storey and one w ndow at both the second and third stories. The
rear section's north elevation is attached to aneighboring structure; both the
east and south elevations are asymmetrical and utilitarian in design.

Al'terations to the block include the addition of a one-storey brick store

front (ca. 1920-30) at the block's southest comer, the rebuildingof all ori-
ginal store fronts (except onein the rear section), the blocking of several

wi ndows onthe west elevation and the partial renoval of the facade's decorative
gable. Despite these changes, the major features of the building's original
design remain largely undisturbed.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_ XL 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
. invention -other (specify)
Specific dates 1878 Builder/Architect Urknoawn

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The LR Eddy Bl ock possess integrity of design, materials andsite, aswell as historical
associations with avariety of businesses and uses which characterized the diversity of
activity i n\Wbster's central business district.

Locat ed opposite the former Vebster Railroad Depot, the Eddy Bl ock stands onthe
former site of the Mechanic Bl ock, a hotel and conmercial bl ock which was builti n
1840 after the opening of the railroad had brought coranerical devel opnent to Depot

Vill ﬁge (now t he \bster central business district). Follownga fire which destroyed
the Mechani ¢ Bl ock on Septenber 30, 1876, the property was purchased bﬁ Lynan R Eddy,
wo had the nmai n portion of the block built in18/8 it isunclear whether original
plans called for the constnction of the block's rear section or whether the rear
section was built shortly after the main bl ock hadproven itself profitable. Uoon
conpl etion, the main section of the bl ock contained four store fronts i nwhich were
located the town's post office, the clothi n(r; store of Janes Rawson, the Center Store
and Hobart § Thonpson's clothiers. per floors contained offices \“ich were occupi ed,
in part, by the Masonic Lodge, the Vebster Tines, the tenperance reading roomof
Reverend Langdon Stewardson (after 1881) andthe local District Court (tumof the
century). Original occupants of the rear section of the block are not known; however,
this part of the structure contained two stores and either aEartmants or boarding
houses on the upper floors. Inaddition to owing the Eddy Bl ock, Ig/nan Eddy was t he
owner of various |ocal businesses, including arestaurant (1858) and a comercial steam
boat on Lake Wbster (1883); i n 1888-1892, Eddy served as a V¢bster sel ect man.

Vébster's only Victorian Gothic style conmercial block, the Eddy Bl ock retains the
majority of its original features, including decorative brick work, sone carved stone
trimand incised wood trim The building's first storey retains store front openings
as ori (f}l nally ﬁl anned; al t hough nost have been encased or rebuilt with nodemmaterials.
Woper floors throughout the building remain intact with the exceptionof the peak of

a decorative gable (facade) which has been partially removed. Visible at the rear of
the Block i s a highhiproof enclosing an auditorium perhaps designed for use by a
social club such as the Masoni ¢ Lodge; the degree towhich this hall remains or has
been altered i s currently unknown. The Eddy Bl ock i s one of the fewrenaining bl ocks
which reflect the late nineteenth century coninerical character of Railroad Square.



9. Major Bibliographical References
Leavens, Charles. Notes ontheHistory of bster. Vol TI. at Wbster Public Library

VWbster Tines. Centennial [ssue, 1959.
Veébster Times. Mrch 1869, July 1910.

10. Geographical Data AR D)

Acresgedf nominated property 11,369 square feet

Quadrangle nane Webster 25000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
nom nat ed property includes all |and and buildings standing the | ot shoawn on Vébst er
Assessor's Myp 1, Block F, Lot #7. P ease refer totheattached nap.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

Sate code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Mary R. Davidson 8 B.R. Pfeiffer, Webster Community Development
nameftitle for Candace Jenkins, Evaluation Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae  July 1980
dreet & numba 294 Washington Street tdephone  (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston date  Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state N"ocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fortl>4>y the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission dae

For HCRS use only
| hereby c»«4ify that this property is included inthe National Register

date /J - 3 -
Keeper of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER
sTxTE MAMSSAOMEETTS

Dat e Entered

Nane

Hol yoka Caxial System

Tack Factory, The

Eddy Bl ock

Vit er Shops Anaory

G nm and Hiubbard Bl ocks

Spaul | ng Bl ock

Shunnay Bl ock

Also Notified

Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honor abl e Edward H Kennedy
Honorable Silvio O. Conte
Honorabl e Gerry E. Studds
Honor abl e Edward P. Bol and

NR Byers/bjr/1/6/81

For further information, please call

Location

Hol yoke
Hanpden Count y

Norwel I vicinity
P ynout h Gounty

Vébst er
Wor cester County

Springfield
HaBo) den Count y

Springfield
Hanpden Cotnty

Vébst er
Worcester Gotnty

Veébst er
Wor cester County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Hrs. Patricia L. Vsl owski
Ezscutive Director

Massachusetts Historical Com ssion
294 \Mshi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

the National Register at (202)343-6401.



