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ARLA FORM NO. 

1259 

Town Worces t e r 

Address 18 I n g a l l s Street 

Historic ManeC^th^^i"^ Ronayne 

Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

res ident i a l 

Date ca. 1890 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r \ 

Style Queen Anne 

Architect unKnown 

Exterior Wall Fabricv.'ood clapboard and  

Outbuildings none shingle 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition aood 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late 19th cen tury , urban 

m u l t i - f a m i l y , r e s i d e n t i a l 

neiahborhood. 

UTM REFERENCE 19/269330/4681910 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by S . Lee/B . R. P f e i f f e r 

Organization ^ ° r ^ • ^^^^^^9^ Pres. Soc. 

Date January 1978 

Revised f o r MHC by Michael S t e i n i t z - 1 2 / 8 8 



y 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRFERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Catharine Ronayne Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t • 
f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h _ t b e spread o f i t h e ci.ty.'.s-Irish r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t 
up the northwest h i l l s l o p e of Graf-on H i l l i n the l a t e 19th century. I t i s 
also an outstanding, well-preservec example of l o c a l Queen Anne three-decker 
design of the 1890s. The Ronayne Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C 
of the Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 18 I n g a l l s Street i s a remarkably well-preserved, unusually 
ornate example of e a r l y Queen Anne three-decker design, one of the outstanding 
b u i l d i n g s of the Grafton H i l l area. The house has the t y p i c a l hip r o o f , side-
h a l l plan, and s i d e - w a l l j o g . The asymmetrical m.ain facade features an end 
bay entry sheltered by a s i n g l e - s t o r y porch w i t h turned posts and unusual v i n e -
and-wheel m o t i f f r i e z e w i t h c e n t r a l pendant. The porch i s flanked by a narrow 
p r o j e c t i n g , t h r e e - s t o r y bay window sheathed by v e r t i c a l boards w i t h corner 
panels. A sawtooth molding band extends from the porch e n t a b l a t u r e to that 
of the bay window f l a r e d overhang. The main roo f cornice overhang s h e l t e r s 
paired decorative brackets and l a r g e r corner brackets. The e n t r y has a panelled 
double door w i t h r e c t a n g u l a r stained-glass l i g h t s . Windows have 2/2 sash 
w i t h p a r t i c u l a r l y ornate caps f e a t u r i n g arched brackets and a c e n t r a l peak 
con t a i n i n g a b u l l ' s eye. The house i s clad i n wood clapboard. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comawnity. 

By the l a s t decade of the 19th century, I r i s h f a m i l i e s from VJorcester's 
inner c i t y , ethnic r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s were beginning to r e l o c a t e to 
newly subdivided three-decker neighborhoods on the c i t y ' s East Side h i l l 
slopes. B u i l t ca. 1890, the Ronayne Three-Decker on I n g a l l s s t r e e t was 
located w i t h i n the e a r l i e s t core of modestly fashionable three-deckers b u i l t 
on the northwest slope of Grafton H i l l , an area th a t over the next two decades 
became a major l o c a l e t h n i c , working-class d i s t r i c t . The f i r s t known owner 
of 18 I n g a l l s Street was Catherine Ronayne, who owned two other c i t y b u i l d i n g s 
i n 1890, and who owned t h i s house through 1900. Tenants i n 1890 included 
W i l l i a m 0'Rourke, a moulder; W i l l i a m J. O'Rourke, a machinist; and Maurice 
O'Rourke, a c l e r k . By 1910, the house was owned and occupied by P a t r i c k 
Walsh, a l a b o r e r , who l i v e d here through 1930. Other r e s i d e n t s i n 1910 
included John O'Keefe, a machinist; and Thomas Powers, a fireman. Residents 
m 1930 included Abraham White, a shoe worker; and P a t r i c k Mahoney, a 
r a i l r o a d p l a t f o r m m.an. 
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J. Callahan et a l . , Worcester Three-Deceker Survey, 1981. 
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UniUd Stattt Dtptrtmtnt of tht Inttrlor ^ 
National Park Strvlct 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Stctlon numbtr Pagt 

Worcester Three-Decker MRA Date Listed 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

71. Provost, Arthur, Three-Decker 

Hatlooal Eeglster ^ ^ t e s t 

72. Reed,Frank, Three-Decker Sntered I n tha HCeeper yAhA^'''y--^'-^/YAyu^,_^ ^ay^y^O 
Hatioaal Register ^^'^ P'^ 

Attest 

Satio«^ 
Attest 

73. Ridyard, Albert, Three-Decke^^^j.^^ tha ^Keeper , - A l ' A ' / O 

Hatlojaal Begister 
A t t e s t 

74. R i d y a r d , B. E. , Three-Decker Sntered I n tha /deeper Cp4-Ay-xy^~^/^^y^iA^^ ^ A f / ^ < ^ 
Hatlooal fieglatar 

A t t e s t 

75. Riordan, John, Three-DeckeiEntered In the ^'Yeeper (^l^^^^^^-^-c-'^^g^Sx::^^ X-A9A9^ 
Hational Begistex <A 

Attest 

76. Roynane, Catharine, Three-Decker fir^eeper y-yY^-^'^''^''''^''"-':;A^y^—" ^"//fcA 
wintered I n the 
2Jatloiiai Beg i s te r A t t e s t 

77. Shea, Bridget, Three-Decker (feeper . rAAAy-U-.,L-yA^^7*y---.^ AA^ 
Entered in the ^ 
national Begister 

Attest 
78. Simpson, Clara, Three-Decker ^utered^^^^^g^ ^eper . >K^^-^-.:-^^ A^A' 

A t t e s t 

CA 

79. Smi th , E l l e n M . , Three-Decke^^^j^ed 1^ ^ .̂g-fceS p e e p e r 

80. S t o l i k e r , Edna, Three-DeckerSubstaxitlve 
a e ^ i ^ e e p e r A i > ^ f A A : 5 u r ^ Q ^ - ^ y ^ - J ^ 

A t t e s t 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Roynane, Catharine, Three-Decker 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Worcester Three-Deckers MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/26/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 1/09/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/25/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/09/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002397 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 
Entered In the 

^ C C E P T RETURN REJECT A A A A A Y ^ DATE iatlonal Register 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

Ar/u 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justi f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Cathar ine Kontiyne Tliret;-I)ecker 
18 I n g a l l s S t . , VJorcesLer 
MllC # 1259 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000305 


