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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located ont hewestern border of Taunton G een, anelegant park planted
with ancient trees anddotted with comenerative nonunments, t he Taunton
Post Office occupies a promnent site i ntheTaunton Geen Historic

District. This district was listed i ntheNational Register i n 1985.

Conprising onecity block, thePost Office i sa solid |imestone ediface
reflecting thegrand scale and monunentality of the'"Federal Presence",
yet retains juxapositional harnony with its Colonial Revival and
Rormanesque nei ghbors. Trapezoidal i nplan, sone 116feet wide by 88 feet
deep andconsisting of two stories over afull basement, thebuilding
covers 9,250 square.feet of thesite and contains atotal of 27,750
square feet of floor space.

The Taunton Post Office i sof |ate Neo-Classic design, inplenmentingthe
flat limestone facade andsubtle adornment familiar with the period
trend of thelate 1920's. Broad intermediate granite steps, enconpassed
by a ballustraded, raised entrance that extends thelength of the
terrace, visually connects thebuilding entrance tothestreet. The
entrance portico, containing seven bays separated by rosette necked
tuscan colums, i nantis todouble end pilasters, carries two, full-

wi ndowed ashlar bays on each side of thetri-centered entrance. The
prom nence of this center entrance i sexpressed by a detailed, raised
pedi ment. Flanking thecenter entrance arethe mnor side doors, capped
with flat architraves. Thecorners of thefront facade, andeach side
facade, termnate i na single flat limestone bay with a centered, multi-
paned transomed wi ndow. Thedivision of thetransom i sornanented i n the
style of theDoric frieze, with thetypical plain nmetopes separated by
triglyphs andattended guttae. The windows are set i nan edge pilaster
reveal, with subtle sinkings beneath the wi ndow, andan unadorned
architrave caps thefenestration. Each side facade has eight similar

wi ndows, equally spaced, andtherear elevation contains six w ndows,
simlar to theside fenestration and placed i ntwo groupings of three
wi ndows each, at quarter points onthefacade.

The Tuscan entablature, unadorned save for thesubtle borrowed guttae,
caps the main portico anda Ronan denticulated cornice surroundsthe
entire building. Anplain |imestone parpaet, indented at thecornersand
at each endof theentrance, caps al |l facades, lightly ornanented only
above theentrance portico with laurel weaths entw ned over thedouble
pilasters, andsingular over theultimate colums. A shielded eaglei n
the entablature i scentered over theportico. Thel owhipped roof that
surrounds theentire building gradually makes thetransitiont othehigher
flat roof, increasing thesecond floor volune t omjestic heights.
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The |obby reflects therestrained Art-Deco style fashionable i n the
late 1920's, with t heornanental screening and bronze friezes, capping
the service wi ndows, separated by capped colums i n nunber and |ocation
that reflects theentrance bays. The original, multi-colored terrazzo
flooring, edged with black veined marble surrounds, termnates at the
original seven foot high, marble wainscotting of thelong cross |obby.
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STATEMENT - S G\ A CANCE

Constructed i n1932, the Taunton Post Office possesses integrity of
location, design setting, mterials andworkmanship as well as a
significant association with theTaunton Green Historic District. As
the final building t obe conpleted ontheGeen, thePost Office, with
its powerful, classical presence, unifies, with contrasting dignity,
the historic neighboring edifaces, each with their varied architectural
style. I naddition, Taunton Post Office i ssignificant as a visual
entity of thenational government's role i nproviding thecontinuumof
the "Federal Presence" and power i nthis active city during the G eat
f Depression. |t thus nmeets theNational Register criteria AandC

Taunton, originally part of theTetiquet Purchase, i s said tohave been
founded by Elizabeth Poole i n1637, and naned for her English horel and.
After a quick, early growh as a farmng comunity, settlement slowed
dramatically during theKing Philip Vr. This trend reversed itself
however, with theacquisition of land grants i nthelate seventeenth
century, which added bogiron and fishing industries tothehburgeoning
livestock community. As thenost inland port of t heTaunton River,
shipbuilding becane an inmportant enterprise not only for theeconomc

i mpact of thecraft but for thetransportation of inmport and export
goods. "

Following therelief fromthekEnglish opression i nthel790's, new

busi nesses, hotels and taverns thrived on t heTaunton Green, now t he
center of thecomunity and prominent as thelocation of the first
courthouse, constructed i nl1l772. The flagstaff on the Taunton G een
flew thefirst Liberty andUnion Flag i n1774. The Green also was t he
location of thedefeat of therebellious followers of Shay's Rebellion
in 1784, The area was further aided by theinauguration of t heBoston
to New Bedford Stage Line i n1800, and t heensuing mail route.

The first post office i shelieved tohave been i na store at thecorner
of Main Street and Taunton Green. The post office, noved at t heneed

or pleasure of theappointed Postmasters, remained totheeast side of

the Geen until theGeat Fire of 1859, which destroyed the majority of
the wood framed structures then located on Main Street.
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Wth theeconomc surge resulting fromthetextile and iron-related
industries, therebuilding of theeast Green commenced, withthe
masonry construction evident today. The remaining estates that ringed
the ol d training field soon fell tocomercial development and, on t he
west side of Taunton Green, thefirst Post Office, Richardsonian
Ronmanesque, was constructed i n1882, on t heformer estate grounds of
Sanuel Crocker, one of theCity's nore promnent citizens. The

remai nder of theestate was used for theconstruction of the Crocker
Building, an office structure conmpleted i n 1900.

By 1922, the Post Office space had been utilized toits naxi numand
repeated requests for a larger facility were being echoed byt he
various congressional delegates. Although thetextile recession was
harmful t otheeconony of thecity, sufficient diversified industries
had relocated totheTaunton area, continuing it spositive economc
trend. Wth theadvent of theDepression i n1929, theCity Fathers
instantly petitioned for Federal Projects, authorized under the 1930
armendnent t ot hePublic Buildings Act of 1926. The Hoover Administration,
in aeffort tostimulate thebuildings trades, allocated one hundred-
mllion dollars for Federal Constructionand theCity of Taunton
received it sshare for theNew Post Office.

Government buil dings were always designed t oexpress classical and
democratic ideals, symbolizing power, institutionalization and

organi zation, as well as presenting nonunental, architectural works

to thelocal populace. Wth thedepression, there was a renewed effort
to create edifaces symbolic of t heFederal strength, it sideals and
efforts torestore economc health.

Produced under Janmes A Wetnore's tenure, Vtnore being a | awyer and
not an architect, theTaunton Post Office, it ssuperb, recessed

col onnaded portico and i mestone ashlar contributing toits formal
Neo-Classic style, was designed under thecontrol of theconpetent
Louis A Sinon, then Superintendant of theArchitectural Branch, and
is an excellant exanple of theclassic "Federal Presence". Constructed
in an eraof financial unstability, with theprivate construction trades
alnmost totally decimated, this structure created nineteenth nonths of
income for many famlies. VWhile not a panacea, i texemplified the
contribution of Federal Building programs totheconstruction industry
in Massachusetts.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on t hewestern border of Taunton G een, an elegant park planted
with ancient trees and dotted with comrenerative nmonunents, t he Taunton
Post Office occupies a prominent site i ntheTaunton Green Historic

District. This district was listed i ntheNational Register i n 1985.

Comprising one city block, thePost Office i sa solid |imestone ediface
reflecting thegrand scale and monumentality of the''Federal Presence",
yet retains juxapositional harmony with its Colonial Revival and
Rormanesque nei ghbors. Trapezoidal i nplan, sone 116 feet wi de by 88 feet
deep and consisting of two stories over a full basement, thebuilding
covers 9,250 square, feet of .the site and contains a total of 27,750
square feet of floor space.

The Taunton Post Office i sof |ate Neo-Classic design, inplenmentingthe
flat limestone facade and subtle adornment familiar with the period
trend of thelate 1920's. Broad intermediate granite steps, enconpassed
by a ballustraded, raised entrance that extends thelength of the
terrace, visually connects thebuilding entrance tothestreet. The
entrance portico, containing seven bays separated by rosette necked
tuscan colums, i nantis todouble end pilasters, carries two, full-

wi ndowed ashlar bays on each side of thetri-centered entrance. The
prom nence of this center entrance i sexpressed by a detailed, raised
pediment. Flanking thecenter entrance arethe mnor side doors, capped
with flat architraves. The corners of thefront facade, and each side
facade, termnate i na single flat limestone bay with a centered, multi-
paned transomed wi ndow. The division of thetransomis ornanented i n the
style of thebDoric frieze, with thetypical plain netopes separated by
triglyphs and attended guttae. The windows areset i nan edge pilaster
reveal, with subtle sinkings beneath t he w ndow, and an unadorned
architrave caps thefenestration. Each side facade has eight simlar

wi ndows, equally spaced, and therear elevation contains six w ndows,
simlar totheside fenestration and placed i ntwo groupings of three

w ndows each, at quarter points on thefacade.

The Tuscan entablature, unadorned save for thesubtle borrowed guttae,
caps thenain portico and a Roman denticulated cornice surroundsthe
entire building. A plain limestone parpaet, indented at thecorners and
at each end of theentrance, caps al | facades, lightly ornanented only
above t heentrance portico with laurel weaths entwined over thedouble
pilasters, and singular over theultimate colums. A shielded eaglei n
the entablature i scentered over theportico. The | owhipped roof that
surrounds theentire building gradually makes thetransitiontothehigher
flat roof, increasing thesecond floor volume tomjestic heights.



NPS Forni 10-9004 OMB No. 1024-0018
cM2) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS use only
National Register of Historic Places received 10
Inventory—Nomination Form date erttered

Conti nuat i on sheet I tem nunber Page i

The |obby reflects therestrained Art-Deco style fashionable i n the

late 1920's, with theornamental screening and bronze friezes, capping
the service wi ndows, separated by capped colums i nnunber and |ocation
that reflects theentrance bays. The original, multi-colored terrazzo
flooring, edged with black veined marble surrounds, termnates at the
original seven foot high, marble wainscotting of thelong cross |obby.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed i n1932, t he Taunton Post Office possesses integrity of
location, design setting, materials andworkmanship as well as a
significant association with theTaunton Geen Historic District. As
the final building tobe completed ontheGeen, thePost Office, with
its powerful, classical presence, unifies, with contrasting dignity,
the historic neighboring edifaces, each with their varied architectural
style. I naddition, Taunton Post Office i ssignificant as a visual
entity of thenational government's role i nproviding thecontinuumof
the "Federal Presence" and power i nthis active city during theGeat
Depression. |t thus nmeets t heNational Register criteria A andC

Taunton, originally part of theTetiquet Purchase, i ssaid t ohave been
founded by Elizabeth Poole i n1637, andnaned for her English honel and.
After a quick, early growth as a farmng community, settlement slowed
dramatically during theKing Philip VWar. This trend reversed itself
however, with theacquisition of land grants i nthelate seventeenth
century, which added bogiron andfishing industries t otheburgeoning
livestock comunity. As thenost inland port of the Taunton River,
shipbuilding became an i mportant enterprise not only for theecononic

i npact of thecraft but for thetransportation of import and export
goods.

Following therelief fromthekEnglish opression i nthel790's, new

busi nesses, hotels and taverns thrived onthe Taunton Green, now t he
center of thecommunity and prominent as thelocation of the first
courthouse, constructed i nl1l772. Theflagstaff on theTaunton G een
flew thefirst Liberty andUnion Flag i n1774. The G een also was t he
location of thedefeat of therebellious followers of Shay's Rebellion
in 1784. The area was further aided by t heinauguration of t he Boston
to New Bedford Stage Line i n1800, and t heensuing mail route.

The first post office i shelieved tohave been i na store at t hecorner
of Main Street and Taunton Green. The post office, moved at t heneed
or pleasure of theappointed Postmasters, remained totheeast side of
the Green until theGeat Fire of 1859, which destroyed the majority of
the wood framed structures then located on Main Street.
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Wth theeconomc surge resulting fromthetextile and iron-related
industries, therebuilding of theeast Geen comrenced, withthe
masonry construction evident today. The remaining estates that ringed
the old training field soon fell tocormercial devel opment and, on the
west side of Taunton Green, thefirst Post Office, Richardsonian
Rormanesque, was constructed i n1882, on t heformer estate grounds of
Samuel Crocker, one of theCity's nore promnent citizens. The

remai nder of theestate was used for theconstruction of the Crocker
Building, an office structure conpleted i n 1900.

By 1922, thePost Office space had been utilized toits nmaxi nrumand
repeated requests for a larger facility were being echoed byt he
various congressional delegates. Although thetextile recession was
harnful totheeconony of thecity, sufficient diversified industries
had relocated totheTaunton area, continuing it spositive economc
trend. Wth theadvent of theDepression i n1929, theCity Fathers
instantly petitioned for Federal Projects, authorized under the 1930
anendrment t ot hePublic BuildingsAct of 1926. The Hoover Admi nistration,
in aeffort tostimulate thebuildings trades, allocated one hundred-
million dollars for Federal Constructionand theCity of Taunton
received it sshare for t heNew Post Office.

Governnment buil dings were always designed toexpress classical and
democratic ideals, symbolizing power, institutionalization and

organi zation, as well as presenting nonumental, architectural works

to thelocal populace. Wth thedepression, there was a renewed effort
to create edifaces synbolic of theFederal strength, it sideals and
efforts torestore economc health.

Produced under Janes A Wetnore's tenure, \Wtnore being a |awer and
not an architect, theTaunton Post Office, it ssuperb, recessed

col onnaded portico and |imestone ashlar contributing toits formal
Neo-Classic style, was designed under thecontrol of theconpetent
Louis A Sinon, then Superintendant of theArchitectural Branch, and
is an excellant exanple of theclassic "Federal Presence". Constructed
in an eraof financial unstability, with theprivate construction trades
al most totally decimated, this structure created nineteenth nmonths of
income for many famlies. While not a panacea, i t exemplified the
contribution of Federal Building prograns totheconstruction industry
in Massachusetts.
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

S Post Of fice—aunton Min

Bristol County
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CH owner objection
rn appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

local government

sample e request O appeal
/\I\yf/\t)\/\
.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
Ownership Statu*
Public Acxiuisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | I deteriorated e unaltered

n good I lruins « altered

o fair ¢ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity

« alterations/integrity
e dates

I Iboundary selection

Viérki ng No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due: ynI] 9IS 7
Action: t™MIEPT jArNy9 -t nT
.RETURN.
.REJECT _
NNNN

Federal Agency:

¢« NR decision

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site

nnoved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

I 1 summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance
« justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
\13. Other
EIMapS r/VVV\<__/\ \AAU,<..th fy/\_/\/\y/\ t/\l G‘S N ___ N
* Photographs
¢ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed : Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet






























UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

Facilities Service Office
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA  02173-0324

July 29, 1986

The Honorable Richard Johnson
Mayor, City of Taunton

City Hall

15 Sunmer Street

Taunton, M 02780

Dear Mayor Johnson:

The US Postal Service in conjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office in Taunton
and has determined i tis significant from an historical viewpoint

In view of the above evaluation, the US Postal Service intends to nom nate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. \ would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence

[f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envelope.

Sincerely,

Gregory/Gilleland
CGeneral Manager

Encl osure
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Department
475 L Enfant Plaza. SW
Washington. DC  20260-6400

Novenber 5, 1986

Ms. Carol D Shul

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240- 1002

Dear M. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomnation for the post
office located at 37 Taunton G een, Bristol County, Taunton,
Massachusetts.

I'f you have any %uestions concerning this nomnation, please
contact ne at (202) 268-3107.

Sincerely,

S Sorenson

jalty Acquisition Specialist, Principa
Real ty Acquisition Division
Office of Real Estate

Att achment
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER
REAL ESTATE DIVISION
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330

September 1, 1987

M. Carol D Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Hstoric Places
National Park Service

Departnent of Interior

Washington, OC 20240- 1002

Dear Ms. Shul l:

The Postal Service is pleased t osubmt nomnations for the
fol lowing Post Office facilities:

119 HmSt., Wrcester CGounty, MIIlbury, M

217 Commerical St., Branstable County, Provincetow, M
37 Taunton QGeen, Bristol County, Taunton, M

2 Abbott St., Mddlesex Gounty, Véburn, M

58 Church St., Wrcester Gounty, Witinsville, M

321 Miin St., Mddlesex County, Wakefield, M\

48 Waterford RJ., Mddlesex County, Wnchester, M

75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, M

90 Center St., Plynouth Gounty, M ddl eborough, M

oo NI~ WN

Sone of these nomnations were submtted previously and returnedi n
order that full quadrangle naps coul d be included. This has been
done inall cases.

Should there be any questions concerning these nom nations, please
do not hesitate to call ne on 203-285-7181.

Sincerely,

Wlliam$S o
Real Estate Specialist, Principal

Encl osur es

cc:  John Sorenson
Real ty Acquisition Specialist, Principal
Wshington, OC
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