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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the western border of Taunton Green, an elegant park planted 
with ancient trees and dotted with commemerative monuments, the Taunton 
Post Office occupies a prominent s i t e i n the Taunton Green Historic 
D i s t r i c t . This d i s t r i c t was l i s t e d i n the National Register i n 1985. 

Comprising one c i t y block, the Post Office i s a solid limestone ediface 
r e f l e c t i n g the grand scale and monumentality of the '"Federal Presence", 
yet retains juxapositional harmony with i t s Colonial Revival and 
Romanesque neighbors. Trapezoidal i n plan, some 116 feet wide by 88 feet 
deep and consisting of two stories over a f u l l basement, the building 
covers 9,250 square.feet of the s i t e and contains a t o t a l of 27,750 
square feet of f l o o r space. 

The Taunton Post Office i s of late Neo-Classic design, implementing the 
f l a t limestone facade and subtle adornment fa m i l i a r with the period 
trend of the la t e 1920's. Broad intermediate granite steps, encompassed 
by a ballustraded, raised entrance that extends the length of the 
terrace, v i s u a l l y connects the building entrance to the street. The 
entrance portico, containing seven bays separated by rosette necked 
tuscan columns, i n antis to double end pila s t e r s , carries two, f u l l -
windowed ashlar bays on each side of the tri-centered entrance. The 
prominence of t h i s center entrance i s expressed by a detailed, raised 
pediment. Flanking the center entrance are the minor side doors, capped 
with f l a t architraves. The corners of the front facade, and each side 
facade, terminate i n a single f l a t limestone bay with a centered, m u l t i ­
paned transomed window. The di v i s i o n of the transom i s ornamented i n the 
style of the Doric f r i e z e , with the ty p i c a l plain metopes separated by 
triglyphs and attended guttae. The windows are set i n an edge pil a s t e r 
reveal, with subtle sinkings beneath the window, and an unadorned 
architrave caps the fenestration. Each side facade has eight similar 
windows, equally spaced, and the rear elevation contains six windows, 
similar to the side fenestration and placed i n two groupings of three 
windows each, at quarter points on the facade. 

The Tuscan entablature, unadorned save for the subtle borrowed guttae, 
caps the main portico and a Roman denticulated cornice surrounds the 
entire building. A pla i n limestone parpaet, indented at the corners and 
at each end of the entrance, caps a l l facades, l i g h t l y ornamented only 
above the entrance portico with laurel wreaths entwined over the double 
pi l a s t e r s , and singular over the ultimate columns. A shielded eagle i n 
the entablature i s centered over the portico. The low hipped roof that 
surrounds the entire building gradually makes the t r a n s i t i o n to the higher 
f l a t roof, increasing the second floor volume to majestic heights. 
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The lobby r e f l e c t s the restrained Art-Deco style fashionable i n the 
late 1920's, with the ornamental screening and bronze friezes, capping 
the service windows, separated by capped columns i n number and location 
that r e f l e c t s the entrance bays. The o r i g i n a l , multi-colored terrazzo 
f l o o r i n g , edged with black veined marble surrounds, terminates at the 
or i g i n a l seven foot high, marble wainscotting of the long cross lobby. 
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SPECIFIC DATES Des igned 1930 
Constructed 1932 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
James A. V7etmore, Act. Sup. Arch't. 
J. & J. Whelan, Inc., Contrs. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed i n 1932, the Taunton Post Office possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
location, design setting, materials and workmanship as well as a 
significant association with the Taunton Green Historic D i s t r i c t . As 
the f i n a l building to be completed on the Green, the Post Office, with 
i t s powerful, classical presence, u n i f i e s , with contrasting d i g n i t y , 
the h i s t o r i c neighboring edifaces, each with t h e i r varied architectural 
style. In addition, Taunton Post Office i s si g n i f i c a n t as a visual 
e n t i t y of the national government's role i n providing the continuum of 
the "Federal Presence" and power i n th i s active c i t y during the Great 

f Depression. I t thus meets the National Register c r i t e r i a A and C. 

Taunton, o r i g i n a l l y part of the Tetiquet Purchase, i s said to have been 
founded by Elizabeth Poole i n 1637, and named for her English homeland. 
After a quick, early growth as a farming community, settlement slowed 
dramatically during the King P h i l i p War. This trend reversed i t s e l f 
however, with the acquisition of land grants i n the la t e seventeenth 
century, which added bog iron and fi s h i n g industries to the burgeoning 
livestock community. As the most inland port of the Taunton River, 
shipbuilding became an important enterprise not only for the economic 
impact of the c r a f t but for the transportation of import and export 
goods. " 

Following the r e l i e f from the English opression i n the 1790's, new 
businesses, hotels and taverns thrived on the Taunton Green, now the 
center of the community and prominent as the location of the f i r s t 
courthouse, constructed i n 1772. The f l a g s t a f f on the Taunton Green 
flew the f i r s t Liberty and Union Flag i n 1774. The Green also was the 
location of the defeat of the rebellious followers of Shay's Rebellion 
i n 1784. The area was further aided by the inauguration of the Boston 
to New Bedford Stage Line i n 1800, and the ensuing mail route. 

The f i r s t post o f f i c e i s believed to have been i n a store at the corner 
of Main Street and Taunton Green. The post o f f i c e , moved at the need 
or pleasure of the appointed Postmasters, remained to the east side of 
the Green u n t i l the Great Fire of 1859, which destroyed the majority of 
the wood framed structures then located on Main Street. 
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With the economic surge resulting from the t e x t i l e and iron-related 
industries, the rebuilding of the east Green commenced, with the 
masonry construction evident today. The remaining estates that ringed 
the old t r a i n i n g f i e l d soon f e l l to commercial development and, on the 
west side of Taunton Green, the f i r s t Post Office, Richardsonian 
Romanesque, was constructed i n 1882, on the former estate grounds of 
Samuel Crocker, one of the City's more prominent citi z e n s . The 
remainder of the estate was used for the construction of the Crocker 
Building, an o f f i c e structure completed i n 1900. 

By 1922, the Post Office space had been u t i l i z e d to i t s maximum and 
repeated requests for a larger f a c i l i t y were being echoed by the 
various congressional delegates. Although the t e x t i l e recession was 
harmful to the economy of the c i t y , s u f f i c i e n t d i v e r s i f i e d industries 
had relocated to the Taunton area, continuing i t s positive economic 
trend. With the advent of the Depression i n 1929, the City Fathers 
instantly petitioned for Federal Projects, authorized under the 1930 
amendment to the Public Buildings Act of 1926. The Hoover Administration, 
i n a e f f o r t to stimulate the buildings trades, allocated one hundred-
m i l l i o n dollars for Federal Construction and the City of Taunton 
received i t s share for the New Post Office. 

Government buildings were always designed to express classical and 
democratic ideals, symbolizing power, i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n and 
organization, as well as presenting monumental, architectural works 
to the local populace. With the depression, there was a renewed e f f o r t 
to create edifaces symbolic of the Federal strength, i t s ideals and 
e f f o r t s to restore economic health. 

Produced under James A. Wetmore's tenure, Wetmore being a lawyer and 
not an architect, the Taunton Post Office, i t s superb, recessed 
colonnaded portico and limestone ashlar contributing to i t s formal 
Neo-Classic st y l e , was designed under the control of the competent 
Louis A. Simon, then Superintendant of the Architectural Branch, and 
is an excellant example of the classic "Federal Presence". Constructed 
i n an era of fi n a n c i a l u n s t a b i l i t y , with the private construction trades 
almost t o t a l l y decimated, t h i s structure created nineteenth months of 
income for many families. While not a panacea, i t exemplified the 
contribution of Federal Building programs to the construction industry 
i n Massachusetts. 
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION C H E C K ONE C H E C K ONE 

? L E X C E L L E N T —DETERIORATED ?LuNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Located on the western border of Taunton Green, an elegant park planted 
with ancient trees and dotted with commemerative monuments, the Taunton 
Post Office occupies a prominent s i t e i n the Taunton Green Historic 
D i s t r i c t . This d i s t r i c t was l i s t e d i n the National Register i n 1985. 

Comprising one c i t y block, the Post Office i s a solid limestone ediface 
r e f l e c t i n g the grand scale and monumentality of the ''Federal Presence", 
yet retains juxapositional harmony with i t s Colonial Revival and 
Romanesque neighbors. Trapezoidal i n plan, some 116 feet wide by 88 feet 
deep and consisting of two stories over a f u l l basement, the building 
covers 9,250 square, feet of .the s i t e and contains a t o t a l of 27,750 
square feet of f l o o r space. 

The Taunton Post Office i s of la t e Neo-Classic design, implementing the 
f l a t limestone facade and subtle adornment fa m i l i a r with the period 
trend of the l a t e 1920's. Broad intermediate granite steps, encompassed 
by a ballustraded, raised entrance that extends the length of the 
terrace, v i s u a l l y connects the building entrance to the street. The 
entrance portico, containing seven bays separated by rosette necked 
tuscan columns, i n antis to double end p i l a s t e r s , carries two, f u l l -
windowed ashlar bays on each side of the tri-centered entrance. The 
prominence of t h i s center entrance i s expressed by a detailed, raised 
pediment. Flanking the center entrance are the minor side doors, capped 
with f l a t architraves. The corners of the front facade, and each side 
facade, terminate i n a single f l a t limestone bay with a centered, m u l t i ­
paned transomed window. The d i v i s i o n of the transom i s ornamented i n the 
sty l e of the Doric f r i e z e , with the t y p i c a l p l a i n metopes separated by 
trigl y p h s and attended guttae. The windows are set i n an edge pil a s t e r 
reveal, with subtle sinkings beneath the window, and an unadorned 
architrave caps the fenestration. Each side facade has eight similar 
windows, equally spaced, and the rear elevation contains six windows, 
similar to the side fenestration and placed i n two groupings of three 
windows each, at quarter points on the facade. 

The Tuscan entablature, unadorned save for the subtle borrowed guttae, 
caps the main portico and a Roman denticulated cornice surrounds the 
entire building. A p l a i n limestone parpaet, indented at the corners and 
at each end of the entrance, caps a l l facades, l i g h t l y ornamented only 
above the entrance portico with laurel wreaths entwined over the double 
p i l a s t e r s , and singular over the ultimate columns. A shielded eagle i n 
the entablature i s centered over the portico. The low hipped roof that 
surrounds the entire building gradually makes the t r a n s i t i o n to the higher 
f l a t roof, increasing the second f l o o r volume to majestic heights. 
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The lobby r e f l e c t s the restrained Art-Deco style fashionable i n the 
late 1920's, with the ornamental screening and bronze friezes, capping 
the service windows, separated by capped columns i n number and location 
that r e f l e c t s the entrance bays. The o r i g i n a l , multi-colored terrazzo 
f l o o r i n g , edged with black veined marble surrounds, terminates at the 
o r i g i n a l seven foot high, marble wainscotting of the long cross lobby. 
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SPECIFIC DATES D e s i g n e d 1 9 3 0 
Constructed 1932 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
James A. VJetmore, A c t . Sup. Arch ' t . 
J . & J . Whelan, I n c . , Contrs . 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed i n 1932, the Taunton Post Office possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
location, design se t t i n g , materials and workmanship as well as a 
signi f i c a n t association with the Taunton Green Historic D i s t r i c t . As 
the f i n a l building to be completed on the Green, the Post Office, with 
i t s powerful, classical presence, u n i f i e s , with contrasting d i g n i t y , 
the h i s t o r i c neighboring edifaces, each with t h e i r varied a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
style. In addition, Taunton Post Office i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a visual 
e n t i t y of the national government's role i n providing the continuum of 
the "Federal Presence" and power i n t h i s active c i t y during the Great 
Depression. I t thus meets the National Register c r i t e r i a A and C. 

Taunton, o r i g i n a l l y part of the Tetiquet Purchase, i s said to have been 
founded by Elizabeth Poole i n 1637, and named for her English homeland. 
After a quick, early growth as a farming community, settlement slowed 
dramatically during the King P h i l i p War. This trend reversed i t s e l f 
however, with the acquisition of land grants i n the la t e seventeenth 
century, which added bog iron and f i s h i n g industries to the burgeoning 
livestock community. As the most inland port of the Taunton River, 
shipbuilding became an important enterprise not only for the economic 
impact of the c r a f t but for the transportation of import and export 
goods. 

Following the r e l i e f from the English opression i n the 1790's, new 
businesses, hotels and taverns thrived on the Taunton Green, now the 
center of the community and prominent as the location of the f i r s t 
courthouse, constructed i n 1772. The f l a g s t a f f on the Taunton Green 
flew the f i r s t Liberty and Union Flag i n 1774. The Green also was the 
location of the defeat of the rebellious followers of Shay's Rebellion 
i n 1784. The area was further aided by the inauguration of the Boston 
to New Bedford Stage Line i n 1800, and the ensuing mail route. 

The f i r s t post o f f i c e i s believed to have been i n a store at the corner 
of Main Street and Taunton Green. The post o f f i c e , moved at the need 
or pleasure of the appointed Postmasters, remained to the east side of 
the Green u n t i l the Great Fire of 1859, which destroyed the majority of 
the wood framed structures then located on Main Street. 
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With the economic surge res u l t i n g from the t e x t i l e and iron-related 
industries, the rebuilding of the east Green commenced, with the 
masonry construction evident today. The remaining estates that ringed 
the old t r a i n i n g f i e l d soon f e l l to cormnercial development and, on the 
west side of Taunton Green, the f i r s t Post Office, Richardsonian 
Romanesque, was constructed i n 1882, on the former estate grounds of 
Samuel Crocker, one of the City's more prominent c i t i z e n s . The 
remainder of the estate was used for the construction of the Crocker 
Building, an o f f i c e structure completed i n 1900. 

By 1922, the Post Office space had been u t i l i z e d to i t s maximum and 
repeated requests for a larger f a c i l i t y were being echoed by the 
various congressional delegates. Although the t e x t i l e recession was 
harmful to the economy of the c i t y , s u f f i c i e n t d i v e r s i f i e d industries 
had relocated to the Taunton area, continuing i t s positive economic 
trend. With the advent of the Depression i n 1929, the City Fathers 
instantly petitioned for Federal Projects, authorized under the 1930 
amendment to the Public Buildings Act of 1926. The Hoover Administration, 
i n a e f f o r t to stimulate the buildings trades, allocated one hundred-
m i l l i o n dollars for Federal Construction and the City of Taunton 
received i t s share for the New Post Office. 

Government buildings were always designed to express classical and 
democratic ideals, symbolizing power, i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n and 
organization, as well as presenting monumental, architectural works 
to the local populace. With the depression, there was a renewed e f f o r t 
to create edifaces symbolic of the Federal strength, i t s ideals and 
e f f o r t s to restore economic health. 

Produced under James A. Wetmore's tenure, Wetmore being a lawyer and 
not an architect, the Taunton Post Office, i t s superb, recessed 
colonnaded portico and limestone ashlar contributing to i t s formal 
Neo-Classic s t y l e , was designed under the control of the competent 
Louis A. Simon, then Superintendant of the Architectural Branch, and 
is an excellant example of the classic "Federal Presence". Constructed 
i n an era of f i n a n c i a l u n s t a b i l i t y , with the private construction trades 
almost t o t a l l y decimated, t h i s structure created nineteenth months of 
income for many families. While not a panacea, i t exemplified the 
contribution of Federal Building programs to the construction industry 
i n Massachusetts. 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Facilities Service Office 

P.O. Box 324 
Lexington, MA 02173-0324 

J u l y 29, 1986 

The Honorable Richard Johnson 
Mayor, City of Taunton 
City Hall 
15 Summer Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 

Dear Mayor Johnson: 

The U.S. Postal Service in conjunction with the Massachusetts State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Boston has evaluated the Main Post Office in Taunton 
and has determined i t is s i g n i f i c a n t from an h i s t o r i c a l viewpoint. 

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
thi s building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence. 

I f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of t h i s 
l e t t e r in the enclosed envelope. 

Sincerely, 

Gregory/Gilleland 
General Manager 

Enclosure 
— / 

CD 
C ; -
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Facilities Department 

475 L Enfant Plaza. SW 
Washington. DC 20260-6400 

November 5, 1986 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post 
o f f i c e located at 37 Taunton Green, B r i s t o l County, Taunton, 
Massachusetts. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s nomination, please 
contact me at (202) 268-3107. 

Sincerely, 

S. Sorenson 
j a l t y Acquisition Specialist, Principal 

Realty Acquisition Division 
Office of Real Estate 

Attachment 

:©gy 
mi \ 01986 
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
FACILITIES SERVICE CENTER 

REAL ESTATE DIVISION 
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 06006-0330 

September 1 , 1987 

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
Washington, DC 20240-1002 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The Postal Service is pleased to submit nominations for the 
following Post Office facilities: 

1. 119 Elm St., Worcester County, Millbury, MA 
2. 217 Commerical St., Branstable County, Provincetown, MA 
3. 37 Taunton Green, Bristol County, Taunton, MA 
4. 2 Abbott St., Middlesex County, Woburn, MA 
5. 58 Church St., Worcester County, Whitinsville, MA 
6. 321 Main St., Middlesex County, Wakefield, MA 
7. 48 Waterford Rd., Middlesex County, Winchester, MA 
8. 75 Park St., Bristol County, Attleboro, MA 
9. 90 Center St., Plymouth County, Middleborough, MA 

Some of these nominations were submitted previously and returned in 
order that f u l l quadrangle maps could be included. This has been 
done in all cases. 

Should there be any questions concerning these nominations, please 
do not hesitate to call me on 203-285-7181. 

Sincerely, 

William S 
Real Estate Specialist, Principal 

Enclosures 

cc: John Sorenson 
Realty Acquisition Specialist, Principal 
Washington, DC 

SEP 41987 


