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OWNER'S NAME:

Welsh Tract Baptist Church
STREET AND NUMBER:

Welsh Tract Road
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Delaware 10

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Hall of Records
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Q Ruins
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["^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Welsh TractCOld School) Baptist Church is ajsimple rectangular brick 
building with a wood-shingled jerkinhead roof. An iron date "stone" in 
the north facade ,' inscribed 1746 , probably was cast at Abingdon Furnace or 
one of the other ironworks operated by the Welsh settlers.

The brickwork is laid in Flemish bond , with segmental arches over the r 
windows. The north (front) wall has been covered with smooth stucco. A 
bevelled-brick watertable almost at grade surrounds the building; below 
the watertable are two courses of brick that rest on the stone footings, 
A belt course survives on the rear wall, to which has been added a frame 
shed.

A wide box cornice is one of the more remarkable features of the Church 
The rear wall and the sidewalls each have two windows with modern, six-over 
six sash. An earlv doorway on the south has been bricked up. On the north 
the two present doors replace the original central entrance. A bricked-up 
window opening on the west wall may mark' the site of the original elevated 
pulpit. Near the north end of the west wall is a bricked-up opening at 
floor level, for which no explanation has been found. Air holes have been 
cut in the foundation to ventilate the crawl space below,

Across the road are frame carriage sheds and a stone caretaker's 
house, still part of the church property.

Behind the Church, on the north slope of Iron Hill, is the farm, still 
owned by the congregation, that was left to the Baptists during the 
eighteenth century by fijugh Morris. The Delaware Turnpike (1-9 5) now bisects 
the Church farm.

Tombstones dating to the first half of the eighteenth century, some of 
native rock, survive in the surrounding .graveyard,

The interior furnishings are Victorian. \ mj />, A x/\
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1701, the Pennsylvania proprietary granted 30,000 acres in western 
New Castle County to a group of Welsh settlers. This grant, roughly the 
territory now included in Pencader Hundred, was subdivided into large 
rectangular lots, ranging in size from 100 to 500 acres. Near the 
northern edge of the tract, at Iron Hill, the Welsh settlers established 
mills and ironworks within a few years after their arrival.

To this land near Iron Hill, a group of sixteen Baptists travelled 
in 1703 from the counties of Pembroke and Caermarthen in Wales. After a 
short stay in Philadelphia, they took up land in New Castle County. The 
group had already been constituted a church in Wales, and when they 
settled on the Welsh Tract, they proceeded to build the third Baptist 
Meeting House in America. From this meeting, groups went as far as the 
Peedee River in South Carolina to form daughter churches. In Delaware, the 
Duck Creek, Wilmington, and Mispillion churches looked to the Welsh Tract 
as their parent church.

In 17M-6 the present meeting house was built, containing, according to 
church records, timbers from the original building, A badly mended 
portion of one wall is said to be the result of a cannon ball shot when the 
British encountered American militia at Cooch's Bridge in September of 1777

The Welsh Tract Church introduced liturgical and doctrinal variations 
to the churches of the Middle States, including singing, the practice of 
ruling elders, and the imposition of hands. These articles were signed 
by the Welsh Tract members in 1716, and were tiae source of controversy 
between the Delaware church and the Philadelphia churches.

Morgan Edwards, Welsh Tract's minister and historian, mentions the 
disagreement between the two groups. In addition to efforts to found a 
Baptist College in Providence, later Brown University, Edwards wished to 
publish a history of the Baptist churches in America. He died in 1795, 
three years after publishing the second volume in the series. His notes on 
Delaware Baptists were to be his third, in which the Welsh Tract Church 
would have taken a central position.
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NAME AND TITLE:

MK Kdward F. Heite and Rosemary Troy
ORGAN) ZATION

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 7/1S/77
STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records
CITY OR TOWN:

.Ppver...

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National State SI Local n

Name

Title

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Dr. E. Berkeley Tompklns
T .T a "i con n-F-Fi rvay>

Keeper o/Tne National Registe

Date



40'

X

8

3̂o
COQ

Welsh Tract Baptist Ch.

600000 FEET 
"(DEL)
120000 FEET 

(PA.)

r47'30" !*33 400000 FEET (DEL.)xl & 560000 FEET (PA.)i
1.3 Ml. TO U.S. 40 \ INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVI

435000m.E.
39°37'30"

MILE ROAD CLASSIFICATION
1964

______ Light-d uty.....................

__=__=_ Unimproved dirt

75°45'

Heavy-duty.........

Medium-duty...

State Route

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

NEWARK WEST, MD.—DEL.—P
NE/4 ELKTON 15' QUADRANGLE

N3937.5—W7545/7.5 

1953

AMS 5863 III NE-SERIES V832 §
to
^ 
O

AUG 80 197Z

NATIONAL


