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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two story cut stone masonry commercial building with a basement, built

in 1875. The building is approximately 30' x 50'. Square windows with
stone lintels and sills. The entrance way has a concrete stoop with iron
handrai’s., Date of the building is carved in a nameplate over the door.
The roof is of corrugated steel. An ornate Italianate cornice is present
on an otherwise simple design.

There have been no known alterations to the building's exterior
appearance. There is a metal covered frame addition to the rear of the
building. Large areas of the exterior walls have been painted over,
presumably to cover up past advertising signs. Some of these signs
still exist on the north wall.

Architect, designer, and builder are not known at the present time.
The design of this building reflects the frontier quality of Napa's
very early days. Located on the Southwest corner of Main and Clinton
Streets in Napa, the building presently houses the Sam Kee Laundry.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFIiCANCE

This is the oldest stone building in the City of Napa. It is also
believed to be the oldest commercial structure still existing in the
City of Napa, and is a prime example in Napa of primitive design in
early California, Over the last two years, especially, it has been
repeatedly identified as an historic landmark by such people as the
Napa Community Redevelopment Agency, local government officials, the
Napa Historic Preservation Society, and local citizens.

Details of the building's history are sketchy., It is known that in
1880, it was part of Barth's Bavarian Brewery. There is inconclusive
evidence that this brewery may have been the first brewery in the

City of Napa. Since then, the building has served as a boarding

house, a saloon (known as the 0ld Stone Saloon, c¢. 1908), and currently
houses the Sam Kee Laundry. In a 1901 history (History of Napa County,
by W.F. Wallace), this laundry was described as the oldest established
laundry in the County of Napa. .
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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