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Fort Baldwin, constructed between 1905 and 1912, is a well-preserved example of 
military engineering and architecture in the form developed in the late 19th century 
The fort occupies an area of 8 acres, comprising the northernmost of the two summits 
of Sabino Hill in Phippsburg, Maine.

Originally there were two main components to the fort: the administration 
area and the batteries. While the batteries were located near the top of Sabino 
Hill, the administration area was established just to the north on the flat land 
of Sabino Head. The latter area, which is not part of this nomination, contained 
a guardhouse, administration building, hospital, bath house, storehouse, two mess 
halls, a bakery, and two barracks blocks. These buildings were completely dis­ 
mantled and removed shortly after 1924. , ,

The armament of the fort, with which this nomination is concerned, consists 
of the original three batteries which all survive in good condition on Sabino Hill. 
The batteries are of massive concrete construction, built below ground level on 
their sides facing the ocean and above grade on their rear sides. To approaching 
ships these components of Fort Baldwin are completely invisible, in keeping with 
the state of the art of military defenses of the period. The batteries were named 
and equipped as follows:

Patrick Cogan (two 3" guns)
John Hardman (one 6" disappearing gun)
Joseph Hawley (two 6" pedestal guns)

Cogan and Hardman were officers in the Continental Army during the Revolution, 
while Hawley was an officer in the Union Army during the Civil War. The gun from 
the Hardman Battery was sent to France during World War I, and the rest were re­ 
moved by the Department of the Army in July, 1924, at the time that the fort was 
sold to the State of Maine.

During World War II the strategic importance of Sabino Hill was once again 
recognized, and a concrete fire control tower, square in plan, was built adjacent 
to the batteries. This structure is in excellent condition and although it is 
less than fifty years old, it is an integral element of the fort's history and 
evolution.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Baldwin, named in honor of Col. Jeduthan Baldwin, an engineer in the 
Continental Army during the American Revolution, was the last in a long series of 
fortifications designed and built to defend the mouth of the Kennebec River. 
The Kenriebec's importance was recognized from the period of exploration and settle­ 
ment on, when Fort St. George was built to defend the abortive Popham Colony of 
1607 (N.R. 10/ 1/69). Numerous forts and garrison houses were established along 
the river throughout the Indian Wars and the later Colonial period (1676-1754). 
And during the Civil War a large, polygonal granite structure was built on 
Hunniwell Point on the site of an 1811 blockhouse; this was named Fort Popham 
(N.R. 10/ 1/69). Fort Popham was never completed, partly because of the course 
of the Civil War, but partly because its location was seen to be deficient. 
Hunniwell Point would be all too clearly vulnerable to an enemy holding Sabino Hill 
to the south-west.

Sea-born threats (real or imagined) to the security of the vital Kennebec, 
with its industry and the State Capitol to the north in Augusta, led to the con­ 
struction of Fort Baldwin on Sabino Hill in the period between the Spanish-American 
War and World War I. During the Great War two companies of artillerists, about 
one hundred strong, were stationed at the fort. By 1924 the fort had become 
unnecessary, and it was sold to the State of Maine. However, as noted under Section 
7, a World War II fire control tower was built on the site, a reminder of the site's 
continuing strategic importance. This tower functioned as an early-warning device 
for the defences of Portland Harbor.

Fort Baldwin's significance lies not in its history (it never fired a shot 
in anger), but in its fortifications, which are the best preserved of their period 
in Maine. The Maine State Bureau of Parks and Recreation administers the sites 
of nineteen forts statewide, ranging in date from 1607 to the 1940's. Eleven of 
these are listed in the National Register, but chronologically the latest of these 
dates from the Civil War (Fort Popham). It is important in the context of the 
development of military architecture and engineering in Maine that Fort Baldwin's 
structures of the early 20th century be likewise represented in the National 
Register. This evolution now covers a period of well over three centuries, and 
the best examples of each stage of this evolution should be preserved for public 
benefit.
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