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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

General Description of Present Appearance

1. The exterior fabric is in good condition,
can only be described as fair.

The interior condition

In recent years, several early additions to the house have been 
removed, namely, the rear shed roof kitchen and an attached 
garage.

The James D. Roberts House is located on a corner lot on Carson
City's main street. The grounds surrounding the house are being
developed as a small park.

B. Architectural Description

1. Plan and Scale: the house

2.

south,Plan configuration 
imately 20' x 30', The house 
Style is Carpenter Gothic.

aligns east-west with a wing facing 
is a T-shape. Overall size is approx 

is 1-1/2 stories, with no basement

foundatton i squared rubble sandstone laid up drywall 
Hewn Togs brace the underside of the house.

fashion

3, Structure: wood frame.

Facade: exterior sheathing is clapboard with 5" face exposure. 
House corners fiave 4" cornerboard trim. No water table directly 
above the stone foundation. Predominant color is gray with 
white trim.

a. First Floor Fenestration: 
lights in 2/2 fashion.

windows are double-hung with

Windows: on the south facade feature label trim while 
other windows have simple flat trim with cornice moulding. 
A total of six windows exist at the first level: two on 
the south, two on the north, and two on the west side, 
Doors: the west facade entry door has label trim similar 
to that found on the south: facade windows. The door in­ 
corporates a single, etched square Itte above wood panels. 
A glazed, rectangular transom surmounts the door, NO side 
lites exist for the west door. The facade door, originally 
the house's main entry, is an ornate double door with neo- 
Gothic detailing. Sidelites to the door form a Gothic arch 
The doors have no glazing, but utilize moulding to accent 
the pointed arch of the overall shape, A third door is
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The James D, Roberts 
Gothic Revival Style 
in Carson City. The 
in which to flourish 
thermore, it has the 
Carson City.

House is of significance as a rare example of the 
of architecture. It is the only remaining example 
early Gothic revival style had only a short period 
and few examples were constructed in Nevada, pur 
distinction of being thie oldest standing house in
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Architectural Description (cont.)

located on the east side, but the original is missing. At 
present, a plywood panel closes the rectangular opening. 
Originally, this doorway led to the kitchen. 
Porches : the house has two porches: one on the west, and 
one on the south facade. The latter is quite small, being 
a series of sandstone steps leading to the house's original 
main entry. The entry is covered by a small (2 1 x 4') roof/ 
balcony featuring scroll work railing. The west porch is 
six feet deep and runs the length of the west facade. Floor 
ing is t/g painted red. A flat porch roof is supported by 
columns of paired 2x3's. A total of four free columns and 
two engaged columns exist on the porch. Corner columns 
utilize three 2x3's. A railing of 1 athe^turned balusters 
or spindles tops the porch.

b. Second Level Fenestration : two doors on the second level 
open to porches. Both doors are neo-Gothic arched openings 
and employ thin mullions with glazing. A third opening, a 
rectangular window, exists at the rear (east) of the house, 
above the rear door. The south facade balcony opening is a 
rectangular door with side lites curving up over a fixed 
glazed transom to form a pointed arch. The west facade 
door features glazing in its upper half which is shaped to 
form the Gothic arch. No side lites exist for the west door

5. Roof Plan and Description: the roof is a steeply-pitched cross 
gable with the secondary gable facing south. Sheathing is wood 
shingles painted black. A small finial tops each gable apex. 
There is no ridge cresting at present. A small dormer window 
exists on the south slope of the roof, just east of the second­ 
ary gable. The dormer appears as a latter addition, featuring 
a double-hung sash with 1/1 lite arrangement. Sheathing is 
flush boards which differs from the rest of the house. West 
and south gable ends are ornamented with scroll work bargeboard. 
Each gable features a different design. The east gable is not 
ornamented with bargeboard. The south gable end also features 
lathe-turned drops or pendants. Cornices are boxed with 
soffitts ornamented with bargeboard. A plain, white frieze 
exists below the projecting eaves. No chimneys are present 
on the roof.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See 
instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register 
Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information 
requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For 
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and 
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS 
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1. Name of Property___________________________________________________________ 
historic name; Foreman-Roberts House______AMENDMENT_______________________________
other names/site number: Formerly listed as the James D. Roberts House________________

2. Location___________________________________________________________________
street & number 1217 N. Carson Street______________________ not for publication N/A 
city or town Carson City_________________________________________ vicinity N/A 
state Nevada________ code NV county Carson City code 510 zip code 89703

3. State/Federal Agency Certification_____________________________________________

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify 
that this X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility, meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property X meets ___ does not meet the 
National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant __ nationally __ 
statewide X locally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( __ See continuation 
sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification______________________________________________
I hereby certify that this property is:

X entered in the National Register January 3 , 1978____
__ See continuation sheet. 

___ determined eligible for the 
National Register

See continuation sheet.__ 
determined not eligible for the

fonal Register 
Amoved from the National Register

oth
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5. Classification_____________________________________________________________
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

__ private
X public-local 
__ public-State 
__ public-Federal

Category of Property (check only one box)
X building(s) 
__ district 
__ site 
__ structure 
__ object

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count. 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 0 buildings 
0 0 sites 
0 0 structures
_0_ 0 objects 
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register

Name Of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property 

listing.) N/A_______

6 . Function or Use_____________________________________________________________________
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC_________________ Sub: _____Single Dwelling________

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: MUSEUM Sub: House Museum

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Mid-nineteenth Century/Gothic Revival________________

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone
roof Wood shingles
walls Beveled wood siding 
other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more 

continuation sheets.) See 1978 nomination.
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8. Statement of Significance_____________________________________________________
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing)

___ A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution
to the broad patterns of our history. 

___ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
X C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 

method of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

___ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in 
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is:

___ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
X B removed from its original location.

___ C a birthplace or a grave.
___ D a cemetery.
___ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
___ F a commemorative property.
___ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past

50 years.

Areas Of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Period of Significance 1864-1874
Significant Dates 1863-1864, 1874____________ 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)_____N/A 
Cultural Affiliation N/A _____ __
Architect/Builder Unknown/Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.) See continuation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographical References_______________________________________________ 
Bibliography (Cite books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation 
sheets

Previous documentation on file (NFS):
__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
X previously listed in the National Register 
__ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
__ designated a National Historic Landmark 
__ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
__ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data
X State Historic Preservation Office 
__ Other State agency 
__ Federal agency 
__ Local government 
__ University 
__ Other 
Name of repository:_______________
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10. Geographical Data__________________________________________________________
Acreage of Property less than 1.0 acre

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 11 261100 4339300 3 __ _____ ______

2 _ _____ ______ 4 _ ______ ______
_ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
See 1978 nomination.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet. 
See 1978 nomination.

11. Form Prepared By__________________________________________________________
name/title Amendment by Mella Harmon / Guy L. Rocha_____________________________ 
organization State Historic Preservation Office/NV State Library andArchives date 12/23/04 
street & number 100 N. Stewart Street__________ telephone 775-684-3447 / 775-684-3317 
city or town Carson City_____________________ state NV zip code 89701_____

Additional Documentation________________________________________________________
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous
resources.

Photographs
Representative black-and-white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner_______________________________________________________________
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name ________Carson City Parks and Recreation Department__________________________________________
street & number ____3303 Butti Way, Building 9________ telephone 775-887-2262_________
city or town Carson City_______________________ state NV_______ zip code 89701_____

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list 
properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in 
accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. Statement of Significance

The subject property was listed in the National Register of Historic Places as the James D. 
Roberts House on January 3, 1978, under Criterion C (architecture). In 1973, the Historic 
American Building Survey (HABS) studied several buildings in Carson City, Nevada, including 
the James D. Roberts House. The survey attributed the construction of the house to James D. 
Roberts in Washoe City, Nevada in 1859 and its subsequent move via the Virginia and Truckee 
Railroad to Carson City in 1873. This information was the basis for the original nomination. 
Nevada state archivist Guy Rocha, recently uncovered material that identifies the property's 
original owner/builder as Solomon W. Foreman, and the construction date as being between 
March 1863 and May 1864. Although it was James D. Roberts who moved the house from 
Washoe City to Carson City, the move did not occur until on or about November 6, 1874, and 
there is no indication that the move was made by railcar. This nomination seeks to amend the 
listing to change the historic name of the property to the Foreman-Roberts House, the period of 
significance to 1863 to 1874, significant dates to 1863-1864 and 1874, and the significance 
statement to correct the inaccuracies of the original nomination and to include the property's 
association with S. W. Foremen, and the community planning and development histories of 
Washoe City in decline and Carson City in development at the time the house was moved. 
Additionally, the amendment is being submitted at the local level of significance.

The House at 1217 N. Carson Street

When HABS conducted its survey of Carson City in 1973, it failed to trace the ownership of this 
building to its origin or to consider the fact that Washoe City, the original location of the 
Foreman-Roberts House, did not exist in 1859, the year HABS claimed the house was built. 
Further, another area of significance is being proposed under Criterion A, which also addresses 
Criteria Consideration B for the fact the building was moved from its original location.

Washoe City

The find that launched the fabulously wealthy Comstock Lode occurred in 1859, resulting is a 
reverse rush of miners from the California gold fields to the Virginia Range in what is now 
western Nevada. Several communities at altitudes in the range sprang up quickly. The 
establishment of Washoe City in a valley between the Carson and Virginia ranges near the Sierra 
Nevada was related to the mining fervor. The valley provided agricultural produce for the 
region's growing population, and with its constant water supply, it became a good location for
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early ore-processing mills. A survey of the area was conducted by Utah Territory, Carson 
County surveyor, Seneca Hunt Marlette in 1860, and a certificate of survey for 633 acres that 
would become Washoe City was filed on November 5, 1860 in Carson City on behalf of Peter 
Rice and J. W. Grier. Another survey that platted the town was conducted by John F. Kidder in 
1861 (personal communication, Guy L. Rocha, Nevada State Archivist).

Despite its youth, Washoe City was named the county seat of newly-created Washoe County by 
the first Nevada Territorial legislature in 1861. The 1863 Washoe County assessment rolls show 
Peter Rice owning a substantial number of the town lots, including an unimproved parcel at Lot 
1, Block 4, Range J. That lot appears in the 1864 assessment rolls as a "two-story frame 
dwelling house" owned by Margaret and S.W. Foreman. 1 The timing suggests the Foremans 
purchased the unimproved lot in 1863 after the rolls closed and had the house built soon 
thereafter. An 1864 photo of Washoe City clearly shows the house in question and by all 
appearances it is the same Gothic-style house James D. Roberts later moved to Carson City.

Mr. Foreman, his wife, and four children came by wagon from Ohio to California in 1859. Mr. 
Foreman was a surveyor by profession and he acquired a contract from the surveyor-general of 
the United States to survey portions of Nevada. Mr. Foreman had barely set up his family in 
their fine and fashionable home in Washoe City when in 1864 he moved to San Francisco to take 
a contract to survey Santa Cruz (Guinn 1902). The family seems to have followed a bit later, as 
the Washoe City house was not sold until October 4, 1865. The new owners were businessmen 
H. Erlanger and Louis Wermeimer, who held the property until July 1, 1867 when they sold it to 
James D. Roberts.

Mr. Roberts had been in the area since at least I860.2 In 1867, he had a wife and two small 
children which he supported by operating saloons in Washoe City. By 1871, however, Washoe 
City began to suffer a series of economic and political setbacks, not the least of which was the 
transfer of the county seat from Washoe City to Reno, which had been established three years 
earlier when the Central Pacific Railroad agreed to build a depot on lands owned by Myron Lake. 
The importance of the railroad to the economy of the region gave Reno the leverage to undercut 
Washoe City. The ultimate nail in Washoe City's coffin, however, was the loss of its milling

1. Some sources show the name spelled Forman.
2. Roberts' name appears in deed records for timber plots in 1860.
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industries when the Virginia and Truckee Railroad reached the area and the mills moved to 
Brunswick Canyon on the Carson River, a more advantageous spot along the rail route. Washoe 
City saw an exodus of its population to Reno and to Carson City, the state capital. Like Reno, 
Carson City was growing. With his customers seemingly leaving en masse, J. D. Roberts moved 
to Carson City where he continued in the saloon business and made plans to relocate his 
family and their home.

Carson City

The growth of Carson City, especially the north part of town, was spurred by the arrival of the 
Virginia and Truckee Railroad (V&TRR) and the opening of a branch U.S. Mint in 1870. New 
housing developments, like Rice and Peters Addition, were attracting considerable attention. 
The local newspaper reported:

New-comers and others desirous of building residences in the most pleasant 
portion of town will do well to notice the advertisement of Messrs. Rice and 
Peters. The north extension of Carson City is certainly the most eligible portion 
of the town for the erection of family dwellings. The lots are large, the ground is 
full of springs, and a splendid view of the whole valley is obtained from the 
location (The Nevada Tribune, May 13, 1874).

In November, the newspaper filed an update on progress in the Rice and Peters Addition: "The 
improvements going off to the north of the railroad are perfectly astonishing. We took a walk in 
that direction and found from fifteen to twenty new buildings since our last visit.. ." (The 
Nevada Tribune, November 9, 1874).

James D. Roberts acquired Lots 7 and 8 in Block 6 of the Rice and Peters Addition to Carson 
City in 1874. Initially, he leased the land, finally completing the purchase on September 6, 1875. 
The location was ideal. It was close to Roberts' saloon business and to the railroad. Rather than 
build a new home, the Roberts decided to move their Washoe City house to the new location. 
This was not an unusual decision, as Nevadans moved houses all over the state, escaping busts 
and following booms.
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There has been a long-held belief that the Roberts' house was transported to Carson City via the 
Virginia and Truckee Railroad. This was not feasible, however, largely due to the tunnel at 
Lakeview and several narrow cuts between Washoe City and Carson City. Transporting a house 
by rail would have required a special car, and none of the V&TRR records for the period indicate 
such a load. Moving houses by horse-drawn wagon was commonplace and there were several 
wagon roads connecting Washoe City and Carson City. This mode of transportations seems the 
most likely, although the following newspaper article suggests the house was at least partially 
dismantled for the move:

Nearly the last, and certainly the most respectable relic of poor Washoe City, has 
arrived in town in the shape of Jim Roberts' dwelling-house. It was a very pretty 
residence and well-situated, but will be better here than there. Mr. Roberts is re- 
erecting his building on one of Rice & Peters lots, north of the railroad, which we 
presume he has purchased of those gentlemen. The situation commands a fine 
view, and the house, when completed, will be a great improvement to that part of 
town (The Nevada Tribune, November 6, 1874).

This article demonstrates that the house was moved on or about November 6, 1874, and not in 
1873 as previously stated. No doubt, progress on the house was slowed by winter weather, but 
by April 1875, the Roberts' home was ready for habitation, as the newspaper reported:

J.D. Roberts, who has just completed a very handsome dwelling house in the 
northern portion of the town, has taken up and brought from Washoe City a lot of 
large locust trees. They are as big as those so ruthlessly killed in the Capitol 
square, but the whole roots having been left on them there is not the slightest 
doubt but that they will live long and prosper (The Nevada Tribune, April 19, 
1875).

Summary

The earlier nomination of the James D. Roberts House to the National Register of Historic Places 
failed to identify the original owner of the property, and builder of the dwelling, Solomon W. 
Foreman. The correct name of the builder and the construction date for the house is 1863-1864, 
not 1859, as originally reported. Not only does this amendment serve to correct the construction
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date, but the property's significance is expanded to include the contributions the Foreman- 
Roberts House made to the community planning and development of the growing community of 
Carson City in the 1870s.
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