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The Republican Block i s located on Main Street I n the conmrercial and civic
center of Springfield. | tis surrounded by commercial structures fromthe late
19th and early 20th centuries. |Inmmediately south, across East Court Street, is
the Union Trust GConpany (NR nom nation). To the southwest across Main Street is
the Court Square Historic District (NR). Tw blocks east i s the Mattoon-
Quadrangle Historic District (NR)

The Republican Block was built in 1858 i nthe Italianate style. | tis four stories
high and built of red brick. The facade i s four bays wide, and the structure is
one short city block deep. The Townsley Avenue corner i s ornamented by wooden
quoins, and the roofline is distinguished by a |arge paneled entablature and single
mol ded "s" curve brackets that support the deep eaves

The facade retains its original features on the third and fourth floors. Fenestra-
tion here i s underscored by the painted stone sills on block consoles. The rec-
tangul ar windows of the third floor are capped by a segmental arched projecting
wooden nol ded archivolte on consoles. Wndows of the fourth floor are full round
arched with a simlar full round arched archivolts. Fromnorth to south, the third
bay i son line with the ground floor entrance. Wndows i nthe third and fourth
floors i nthis bay are segmental arched pairs with a carved wooden spandrel and
segmental archivoltes

The second floor of the facade was identical to the third floor, but was replaced
in the late 1880's by a projecting arcade of seven segmental arched multi-1light
sash supported by narrow colonettes. Above this arcade i s a projecting dentilated
cornice.

The first floor facade was renodelled recently inthe 1950's. | t now consists of
three irregularly sized bays defined by brick posts and a high brick sign panel with
a projecting brick course table. The central bay shelters four recessed alum num
doors. Above the two center doors is a stylized wooden colonial pediment. The
other two bays have sinple alum num sash display w ndows.

The original block was added to i n 1861, and its size was nore than tripled. The
enlarged bl ock was renamed the Union Block. The northernnost section of this addi-
tion was denolished and replaced i n 1915. The central portion, immrediately abutting
the Republican Block, was conmpletely renndeled in 1924 and retains none of its
original features. 1n 1867 the Republican Block was extended eastward to the ful
depth of the bl ock.

The Townsley Avenue elevation i s painted brick with sinmple jack arch fenestration
and intermittently spaced projecting brick course tables at the roof line. The
rear elevation i s also painted brick and five bays wide with jack arched lintel
fenestration. There i s a projecting stone stringcourse between the first and
second floors.
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The Republican Block i ssignificant as thehone of the Springfield Republican during
the editorship of Samuel Bowes |1 . | ti sadditionally significant for it s comercial
history and as thelast remaining md-19th century comercial building i nthe business
district of Springfield. The Republican Block i shelieved tohave been built by AL.
Chapin, a local architect-builder. | twas thefirst comercial building erected north
of Court Square on Main Street. | n1861theblock was extended northward and was
tripled i nsize. The enlarged bl ock was acclaimed as the"finest block i nthecity."?
During the 1870's Chapin designed andbuilt comercial structures which lined both
sides of Main Street, creating an incredible architectural continuity because of their
uni form height, simlar fenestration and decorative features. The Republican Blocki s
the last remaining exanmple of this period.

The Republican, a weekly anti-Federalist, was founded by a Hartford printer, Sanuel

Bow es, i n1826. Hi s 18 year-old son founded t heDaily Republican i n1844. This was
one of theearliest daily newspapers i nthestate. Qe innovation was coverage of local
news. Originally theRepublican supported the Wig Party. Wen theparty beganto
collapse i nthe 1850's, theRepublican declared itself an independent paper, Bow es,
acting as a correspondent for theNew York Tribune, Springfield Republican, and Boston
Atlas helped tobreak theclosed Know Nothing Party convention of 1855. Later that sane
year, he chaired t heconference that consolidatedthenew Republican Party. During this
period, Horace Greeley referred totheRepublican as "the best and ablest country journal
ever published on this continent."® J.G Holland joined thestaff of theRepublicani n
1849. He later cofounded and edited Scribner's Mnthly and was author of several novels
and volumes of poetry. Clark W Bryan, who joined theRepublican i n1854, was |ater y
known as t hepublisher of God Housekeeping and t helibrary Bulletin. | n 1855 Bow es, 7
Bryan and Hol |l and started a j obprinting establishment and at one time were thelargest
manuf acturers of photograph albums i nthe world.

Bowl es and t he Republican occupied this structure from 1858 through 1867 when he built
a new bl ock. The Republican Block i sthelast remaining structure associated with
Bowl es and hi s editorship of t he Republican.

DH Brigham bought theRepublican Block i n1867 t ohouse his greatly expanded gentlenen's
furnishings" store. | n.188when he bhuilt therear addition, doubling his space, the
Boston G obe termed this store "one of thenost magnificent clothing houses i n New
England and one of thelargest i nthecountry.” The basenent was used for whol esale trade,
the first floor for retail, and theupper floors were used for manufacturing all the
clothing sold i nthestore. DH Brigham died i n1898, but t he business was carried on
iri this location until 1969.
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Govivit-onfyf alll

June 28, 1977

M. Qarles Herrington, Oiief

Regi stration Branch

National Register of Historic Places
P

National Park Service

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed pl ease find nomnation forns for the follow ng properties:

1. Gidridge Harvard Square Subway Ki osk

2. East Longneadow First Congregational Church
3. Ganbridge, Hasty Pudding d ub

4. Springfield, Brigham Bl ock

These properties have been revi ewed and voted by the State Re'viewBoard
and signed by the State Historic Preservation Orficer, Elizabeth Awdon.

Sincerely,

Patricia L. Véslowski
Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical GConmssion

A Wed
enc
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