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othT nam«»/alt> numbr Reuben Hoar L i b r a r y , L i t t l e t o n L ibrary 
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Houghton Memorial Building, Littleton, Massachusetts 
6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Education/I ihrary 
Landscape/ Street Furniture/Object 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Vacant 
Work in Progress 
Landscape/ Street Furniture/Objerf-

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th Century Revivals/Colonial Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Granite, rubblestonp 
walls Br ick, te r ra -co t ta 

roof Slate. Copper 
other Bronze^ wood, wrought irnn^ 

Cast i ron 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Houghton Memorial Bu i ld ing , L i t t l e t o n , Massachusetts which contains 
the Reuben Hoar L ibrary , i s a modestly scaled, yel low br ick and white 
te r ra -co t ta trimmed Colonial Revival i n s t i t u t i o n a l bu i ld ing . I t was b u i l t in 
1894-1895 from designs provided by the Boston arch i tectura l f i rm of Perkins 
and Betton (1891-1899). The l i b ra r y stands on a grassy, tree-shaded l o t . 
Triangular i n shape, t h i s l o t i s bounded by Rogers Street on the west. King 
Street on the north and Foster Street on the east. This bu i l d ing , despite i t s 
modest scale, i s a major focal point w i th in L i t t l e t o n Center by v i r tue of i t s 
s i t i n g , mater ia ls , design and usage. Situated w i th in a l oca l l y s i gn i f i can t 
crossroads, i t s l ight-hued masonry materials and formal , academic design set 
th is j ewe l - l i ke i n s t i t u t i o n a l bu i ld ing apart from e a r l i e r , wood-constructed 
r e s i d e n t i a l , municipal and ecc les iast ica l structures in the area, which also 
may be e l i g i b l e fo r the National Register as an h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t . The 
Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing i s s i tuated at the center of i t s t r iangu lar l o t and 
faces west towards Rogers St reet . H i s t o r i c a l l y , the l i b r a r y ' s immediate area 
has served as the town's center since at least the early 1740s. At that time 
a congregational meeting house was b u i l t on the s i te of the present Unitar ian 
Church (1841). L i t t l e t o n Center retains a high percentage of i t s pre-20th 
century rura l appearance. I t i s characterized by rugged t e r r a i n , woodland, 
f i e l ds and park land. 

The l i b r a r y ' s main facade is set back approximately f i f t e e n feet from 
Rogers St reet . To the north i s the gable-roofed, red brick Saint Ann's Roman 
Catholic Church (1916) and an open f i e l d . This church is presently used as a 
Masonic H a l l . To the east , Foster Street i s bordered by two and one ha l f 
story houses which face smal l , grassy f ron t yards. Arch i tec tu ra l l y these 
dwellings represent s o l i d , we l l - c ra f ted examples of the Federal, I ta l iana te 
and Queen Anne s ty les . Facing Rogers St reet , to the west of the l i b r a r y , i s a 
la rge, p la in house with a Queen Anne porch addi t ion which i s said to date to 
the la te 18th century. Next door, to the south, i s a Carpenter Gothic house 
noteworthy for i t s large scale cu rv i l i near bargeboard f r i nge . Immediately to 
the south of the l i b r a r y ' s t r iangu la r l o t , on the east side of Foster Street , 
i s an ear ly 1950s brick bu i ld ing which contains the town o f f i ces and f i r e 
department. Across the s t reet i s the Greek Revival Unitar ian church which has 
been a major landmark on L i t t l e t o n Center's "sky l ine" since 1841. At the 
northwest corner of the l i b r a r y ' s l o t i s a charming mid-19th century cast - i ron 

nri See continuation sheet 
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watering trough which is ornamented by a high r e l i e f sculptural f igure of a 
horse. This trough i s dedicated to the memory of L i t t l e t o n ' s Reed fami ly . In 
add i t i on , concrete sidewalks l i n k Rogers and Foster Streets with the l i b r a r y ' s 
entrance. The plan of the bu i ld ing i s essent ia l ly L-shaped. 

The entrance pav i l ion is two and a ha l f s tor ies high while i t s east and 
south wings r ise to a height of one and a ha l f . The f ron t (west) e levat ion 
encompasses the entrance pav i l ion and south wing for a to ta l length of f i f t y 
fee t . The depth of the bu i ld ing from vest ibule to the stacks' northeast wall 
is f i f t y -seven fee t . The south wing is twenty-four feet deep. 

This bu i ld ing 's gable and hipped roofs are covered with s late shingles and 
edged with copper. The two and a hal f story entrance pav i l ion is crowned by a 
low-pi tched, f u l l y pedimented gable roof . The cornice of the pedimented gable 
is at the same level as the ridges of the hipped roof wings. The Houghton 
Memorial Bui ld ing i s constructed of yel low Sayer and Fisher 's br ick with white 
te r ra -co t ta t r im executed in the Colonial Revival s t y l e . The bu i ld ing r ises 
from a low granite basement which i s pierced by narrow, rectangular windows. 
Countering the v e r t i c a l i t y of the entrance pav i l ion are strong horizontal 
accents in the form of a te r ra -co t ta course, inc lud ing : basement water tab le , 
f i r s t f l oo r l i n t e l course (east wing on l y ) , s i l l course and dent iHated 
cornice. In add i t ion , a be l t course provides horizontal d e f i n i t i o n between 
the f i r s t and second f loors of the entrance pav i l i on . 

The west ( f r on t ) e leva t ion , with i t s o f f -center entrance pav i l i on , i s 
essent ia l ly assymetr ical . Five grani te steps lead to the main entrance which 
i s set w i th in a semi-c i rcular arch with b l i n d , f lank ing arches. These arches 
spring from the Roman composite cap i ta ls of engaged te r ra -co t ta columns. 
These cap i ta ls are noteworthy for t he i r well carved, f o l i a t ed acanthus leaves, 
volutes and rosette-studded egg and dart course. The center arch shelters the 
entrance while the smaller arches surmount bronze tab le ts containing the names 
of the town's C iv i l War dead. S t i l l i n tac t are the or ig ina l mult i-panel outer 
doors which are constructed of wood. Suspended from the center of the be l t 
course, above the arches, is a wrought i ron Colonial Revival l an te rn . The 
second f loo r features a terra-cotta-tr immed Palladian window with keystone 
arch and Ionic p i l a s te r s . The Palladian window's rectangular wall area i s set 
o f f by an attenuated te r ra -co t ta be l t course, Corinthian p i l as te r s , and an 
entablature which bears the i nsc r ip t i on " L i t t l e t o n L ib ra ry " . The pro ject ing 
entrance pav i l ion culminates i n a pedimented a t t i c whose cornice i s 
embellished with modi l l ions and d e n t i l s . The a t t i c features a 
terra-cotta-enframed lunet te window. A smal l , hip roofed jog i s located at 
the corner formed by the entrance pav i l ion and south wing. The three bay 
south wing exh ib i ts arched windows set deeply w i th in the planar w a l l . These 
windows contain multi-pane sash in the Colonial Revival manner. Both s i l l s 
and the deep, well molded l i n t e l arches are composed of white t e r ra - co t t a . 
Small, rectangular single pane windows set deep w i th in well-molded te r ra -co t ta 

(continued) 
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enframements appear above each arched window. The surface treatments of the 
south wing's main facade are echoed in those of i t s two bay rear w a l l . The 
south wing's narrow Foster Street wall i s devoid of windows. Rising from the 
center of t h i s facade's cornice i s a substantial yel low brick chimney. The 
south wing, with the exception of a continuous l i n t e l course, features surface 
treatments which are ident ica l to those of the east wing. 

The east wing contains the wai t ing room, l i b ra r i ans room and the stacks. 
Like the south wing, the east wing's wal ls are pierced by arched, mult i-panel 
f i r s t f l oo r windows with smal l , rectangular windows at the upper ha l f s tory . 
A l l trimmings are composed of white t e r ra - co t t a : The l i b r a r y ' s only secondary 
entrance is contained w i th in a low wooden enclosure adjacent to the east 
wing's Foster Street w a l l . Here, a f l i g h t of steps descend from the 
enclosure's slanted wooden doors at ground level to a doorway at basement 
l e v e l . The east wing possesses f i ve bays along Foster St reet , two bays at i t s 
narrow, northeast wall and nine bays along i t s King Street (north) e levat ion. 

^ The north wall i s divided in to two segments of f i v e and four bays. The four 
bay segment's wall projects about one foot from the f i ve bay segment. 

The i n t e r i o r of the Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing i s remarkably i n t a c t . In 
general, i t i s characterized by a cozy, domestic scale which bel ies i t s 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l purposes. The l i b r a r y ' s domestic arch i tectura l qua l i t i es are 
pa r t i cu la r l y evident in the modestly scaled reading room with i t s superbly 
rendered mult i-panel Colonial Revival woodwork, handsomely enframed f i r ep lace , 
o i l paintings and ample natural l i g h t . The l i b r a r y ' s o r ig ina l i n t e r i o r 
treatments are well chronicled in L i t t l e t o n , Lowell and Boston newspapers 
issued at the time of the Houghton Memorial Bu i ld ing 's dedicat ion. 

The f i ve by f i f t e e n foot vest ibule r ises ten feet from the t i l e f l oo r to 
the plaster c e i l i n g . The vest ibule was o r i g i n a l l y painted in "Colonial 
ye l low" . Above the vest ibule i s a smal l , ornamental ga l lery which is 
i l luminated by a Palladian window. The ga l l e ry ' s f l oo r i s of hard pine with a 
border of the same mater ia l . The ga l l e ry ' s wide center arch, with i t s well 
turned balustrade overlooks the wai t ing room. 

The wai t ing room or main hal l i s twenty-three feet by twelve feet and 
r ises to a height of eighteen fee t . Like the ves t ibu le , i t was o r i g i na l l y 
painted "Colonial ye l low" . The wai t ing room's design celebrates the geometry 
of the semi-c i rcular arch. This room is surrounded on three sides by arched 
openings. The arched shapes of the north wa l l ' s windows are echoed in the 
arches of the gal lery and above the l i b r a r i a n ' s room. Across the hal l from 
the vest ibule entrance i s a wide opening or receptacle where books are 
returned to the l i b r a r i a n . Above th i s receptacle are three arches, the 
central one being considerably larger than the others. The central arch 
contains handsome neo-Adamesque sash which incorporates f l o r a l and sunburst 
mot i f s . Flanking th i s central arch are smaller arches which are located above 

(continued) 
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entrances to the l i b r a r i a n ' s room and stacks, on the r i g h t , and to a stairway 
which descends to the basement, on the l e f t . The receptacle i s f lanked by 
f l u ted Doric p i las te rs which support a panelled entablature with dent i l and 
egg and dart course. These treatments are repeated on the other wal ls of th i s 
room. Beneath the receptacle 's opening are e ight recessed panels. The 
wai t ing room's cornice consists of dent i l and egg and dar t course as well as 
acanthus lea f ornamented modi l l ions . 

To the r i gh t of the wai t ing room is the south wing which contains the 
reading room. Measuring eighteen feet by twenty-three fee t , the reading room 
r ises to a height of ten and a ha l f f ee t . This room is encirc led by a seven 
and a hal f high panel dado which was o r i g i n a l l y painted whi te. The walls 
above the high dado were o r i g i n a l l y o l i ve green in co lor . At the southeast 
end of the reading room i s a large ornamental f i rep lace over which hangs a 
p o r t r a i t of Wil l iam Stevens Houghton, the father of the donors. The arched 
f i rep lace opening i s edged with stretcher b r i cks . Surrounding the brickwork 
is a well-carved mantle with Doric p i las ters and a shelf supported by four 
paired acanthus lea f sc ro l l brackets. Interspersed between the paired 
brackets are horizontal panels. Flanking the large panel containing the 
Houghton p o r t r a i t are f l u ted Corinthian p i las te rs which terminate at an 
elaborate cornice which is composed of s ix ornamental courses. Opposite the 
f i rep lace wall i s a p o r t r a i t of Reuben Hoar, the l i b r a r y ' s namesake as well as 
a bronze tab le t with an i nsc r i p t i on in memory of Mr. Houghton. 

To the rear of the wai t ing room is the l i b r a r i a n ' s room which i s 
characterized by p la in f i n i shes . I t was o r i g i n a l l y painted a l i g h t cream 
co lor . To the rear of the l i b r a r i a n ' s room i s a twenty-three by twenty-four 
foot tack room. This room is equipped wi th i ron stacks with a capacity of 
25,000 volumes. These stacks extend upwards in to the a t t i c level and carry 
the weight of the f l oo r ing at t h i s l e v e l . Access to the a t t i c level i s 
provided by s ta i rs located to the r i g h t of the entrance to the stacks. The 
sides of the metal stacks are ornamented with cornucopias and laurel wreathes 
in high r e l i e f . 

Also noteworthy are the i ron heating grates in the stack room's f l oo r which 
display cu rv i l i near designs. The east wing's a t t i c i s supported by an 
elaborate system of beams and trussel which appears to be more than adequate 
for the purposes of supporting a s late shingle-covered roof . A short f l i g h t 
of s ta i r s leads from the a t t i c ' s stack room to a small room which is presently 
used for storage. Located above the l i b r a r i a n ' s room, t h i s storeroom housed 
the L i t t l e t o n His tor ica l Society fo r nearly ninety years. A ladder from the 
storeroom provides access to the roof . 

In the basement of the Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing i s a ch i ld ren 's room 
which was created in 1956. In add i t i on , the basement contains a lavatory , 
furnace room and storage f a c i l i t i e s . I t s wal ls are composed of rugged f i e l d 
stone. 

(continued) 
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The Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing is in remarkably good condit ion considering 
i t s in tens ive , continuous use by L i t t l e t o n residents over a ninety year 
per iod. The bu i ld ing 's roo f , however, is in need of repa i r . The Houghton 
Memorial Bui ld ing which contains the Reuben Hoar Library i s s i gn i f i can t not 
only as a good example of Colonial Revival i n s t i t u t i o n a l design but as a 
reminder of the important ro le played by the ph i lan throp is t in meeting the 
educational and cu l tu ra l needs of la te 19th century Massachusetts communities. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological Description 

No prehistoric sites are recorded on the property or in the general area 
(within one mi le) . In general, the potential for signif icant archaeological 
remains, either prehistoric or h is tor ic , seems low as a result of small l o t 
size, the impacts of church construction, landscaping and^historic period road 
construction. 

(end) 



Houghton Memorial B u i l d i n g , L i t t l e t o n , Massachusetts 
8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

• nationally I 1 statewide Fxl locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A [ X ] C I lo 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A C U B C U C d j E [ Z I F I |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1895-1940 _l£25 Community Planning and Development 
Education 

Cultural Affiliation 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
Perkins. Charles Bruen: Betton, 
Cornelius Grinnell 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Houghton Memorial Building, L i t t l e ton , Massachusetts is highly 
signif icant as a well-crafted example of yellow brick, terra-cotta-trimmed 
inst i tut ional building in the Colonial Revival sty le. This modestly scaled 
masonry building exhibits an academic s t y l i s t i c formalism which is unique 
within L i t t le ton , a country town whose building stock is overwhelmingly 
vernacular, residential and constructed of wood. I t is also important as an 
example of the work of the Boston architectural firm of Perkins and Betton. 
I t is also signif icant as an important public ins t i tu t ion within L i t t le ton 
that, through the generosity of i t s c i t izens, Reuben Hoar and the Houghton 
family, was created to serve in the education of the community. I t has served 
as the town l ibrary for about 100 years. Therefore, the Houghton Memorial 
Building possesses integr i ty of location, design, materials and workmanship 
and meets Cri ter ia A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the 
local leve l . 

As early as 1654, L i t t le ton was established as the Indian Praying Town of 
Nashoba. I t was incorporated as the town of L i t t le ton in 1714. The f i r s t 
English sett lers were evidently drawn to L i t t le ton 's forests, meadows, ponds ^ 3 
and rich farming land. As early as 1742 the area known as L i t t le ton Center ir-
acquired an architectural identi ty recognizable as a rural v i l lage. In that 
year an orthodox Congregational meeting house was added to the homes clustered 
around Foster, Rogers and King Streets. This meeting house occupied the site 
of the present Greek Revival Unitarian Church (1841), just to the southwest of 
the l ib rary 's l o t . By the mid-1840s, the introduction of the Fitchburg 
Railroad to L i t t le ton enabled the town's farmers to export their f r u i t , --
vegetables and apple cider more expeditiously to Boston markets. In addition 
to farm products, the town's mid-19th century economy also benefitted from the 
manufacturing of saddles, harnesses and trunks. By the mid-1880s, L i t t le ton , 
with a population of 1,067, was s t i l l a sparsely settled farming community, 
but a few inroads had been made by new industries. Examples of these 
fledgling industries included a f r u i t canning and pickling business, elastic 
webb and suspenders manufactory, as well as a company which produced a lact ic 

1x1 See continuation sheet 



Houghton Memorial Library, Littleton, Massachusetts 
9. Malor Bibliographical References 

Hi..- • 

Pftvloua docunftentatlon on file (NPS): 
O preliminary determination of Individual Hating (36 CFR 67) 

has been requeated 
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prevloualy determined eligible by the National Reglater 

i dealgnated a National HIatorIc Landmark 
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Survey # 

O recorded by HIatorIc American Engineering 
Record # 

Q See continuation aheet 

Primary location of additional data; 
n?l State hiatoric preaarvatlon office 
I I Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
I I Local government 
• unlvaralty 
• other • fo. : . ̂  
Specify repoaltory: 

Massachusetts H is tor ica l Cnmmi<;<;inn 

10. Qeographical Data 
Acreage of property. 1 acre 

UTM References 
A L L U 1219,610,0,0 

Zone Eaating 

c L U M . I ^ . 

14,711 ,213,9,0! 
Northing 

J—L 

Zone Eaating 
I • I ' I 
Northing 

I I See continuation aheet 

Verbal Boundary Description Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of Rogers and King 
Streets proceed east 210' along the property line bordering King Street. At the 
intersection of King Street and Foster Street proceed 274' south west along Foster 
Street to the intersection formed by Foster Street and Rogers Street. Proceed north 
143' along Rogers Street to the point of origin. • - . — . 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification Historically, the Houghton Memorial Building's triangular lot had 
been part of Littleton's common lands. Since at least the mid-18th century this 
lot has been circumscribed by three roads; Rogers Street on the north west. King '* 
Street on the north and Foster Street on the southeast. This triangular lot's 
configuratiion has not been altered since the Houghton Memorial Building's completion 
in 1895. 

y , • See continuation aheet 
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organization Massachusetts H is to r ica l Commission date 8/1/89 
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acid drink called Lactart. During the early 20th century, L i t t le ton 's 
agricultural pursuits were conducted in a more specialized manner. 

Farmers became dairymen or f r u i t growers or market gardeners or poultry 
men. By the mid-20th century, highway constructi4)n was responsible for the 
greatest changes in L i t t le ton 's history. The opening of Route 2 made the town 
a suburb of Boston. The completion of ' the north-south super highway known as 
Route 495 by the mid-1960s brought more gradual change to the town in the form 
of a few of f ice park complexes. 

The Reuben Hoar Library, Houghton Memorial Building was constructed in 
1894-1895 as a g i f t to the town of L i t t le ton by Elizabeth and Clement S. 
Houghton, the children of prominent Boston wholesale boot and shoe merchant 
William Stevens Houghton. The origins of the Reuben Hoar Library, Houghton 
Memorial Building, however, l i e in a more distant past. I ts beginnings are 
inextricably bound with romantic, almost legendary circumstances which 
occurred in L i t t leton during the 1830s. The building and i t s book collection 
represent an unusual departure from the more common New England practice of 
erecting l ibrar ies to memorialize local Civi l War casualties. Although 
L i t t le ton 's l ibrary does display commemorative Civi l War tablets, this 
building and i t s books honor human virtues such as kindness, perseverance, 
honesty and generosity displayed by two L i t t le ton men: Reuben Houghton and 
Reuben Hoar. The former was a country trader and store keeper while the 
la t ter was a well-to-do farmer. Houghton suffered a business fai lure due to 
an unfortunate partnership in a Boston enterprise. He lost his l i f e savings 
as well as "funds held in t rust for widows and fr iends". That he escaped a 
term in debtors prison may be credited to the timely intervention of Reuben 
Hoar. Although under no obligation to Reuben Houghton beyond "Christian 
fellowship", Reuben Hoar provided him with financial assistance and a plan 
enabling him to honor his debts. Two years la ter , Houghton regained his 
footing, paid his L i t t le ton creditors and redeemed his honor and fortune. 
Reuben Hoar refused to accept Reuben Houghton's repayment. Reuben Houghton's 
son William S. Houghton was an adolescent at the time of his father's 
financial d i f f i c u l t i e s . He never forgot Reuben Hoar's kindness and 
generosity. William S. Houghton came to Boston in 1837 and by the early 1850s 
was a partner in Fogg and Houghton, later Houghton and Coolidge, wholesale 
boot and shoe merchants on Pearl Street. By the mid-1880s, William S. 
Houghton ranked among Boston's wealthiest c i t izens. He was a deacon of the 
Central Congregational Church and was a member of the Wellesley College Board 
of Trustees. In 1884, he offered to fund a free l ibrary in L i t t le ton as an 
anonymous g i f t in memory of his family's "guardian angel", Reuben Hoar. 

This col lect ion, one of the f i r s t free l ibrar ies in the state, was 
established in L i t t le ton during the 1820s. This l ibrary consisted of novels 
and history books and was housed in a succession of private homes. 
Periodically these early collections were sold at auction. In 1847, an 

(continued) 
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agr icu l tu ra l l i b r a r y was establ ished by a pr ivate associat ion in the store at 
L i t t l e t o n Center. Evidently t h i s was the same store once kept by Reuben 
Houghton. Later, t h i s co l l ec t i on was housed in L i t t l e t o n Center's old br ick 
school house. The anonymous g i f t of ten thousand do l lars of fered by Wil l iam 
S. Houghton in 1884 helped to establ ish a permanent home for a l i b ra r y in 
L i t t l e t o n . In addi t ion to his desire to anonymity and the i n s t i t u t i o n being 
named in memory of Reuben Hoar, Houghton's g i f t had other r e s t r i c t i o n s . 
Houghton s t ipu la ted tha t none of his ten thousand do l la r g i f t was to.be 
expended on a bu i ld ing . He earmarked ha l f of his g i f t for expenditure on 
books while the remaining ha l f was to be kept as a fund of which the in te res t 
would be used for the purchase of books. The town's share of the l i b r a r y ' s 
cost would be ten thousand do l la rs which would cover the cost of 
const ruct ion. In add i t i on , the town had to promise to appropriate twenty-f ive 
hundred do l lars each year for the bu i ld ing ' s operating expenses. 

On June 8, 1885 the town's c i t i zens voted to accept the s t i l l anonymous 
donor's g i f t . Several weeks l a t e r the town appropriated ten thousand dol lars 
fo r the construct ion of a bui ld ing which would house both a town hal l and a 
l i b r a r y . This mult i-purpose st ructure was b u i l t on the s i te of the present 
ear ly 1950s town hal l on Foster St reet . I t was designed in the shingle s ty le 
by the Boston arch i tectura l f i rm of Hartwell and Richardson. Dedicated on 
July 28, 1887, th i s towered bu i ld ing was a major L i t t l e t o n landmark u n t i l i t 
was destroyed by f i r e i n 1943. 

When i t was f i n i shed , Wil l iam S. Houghton was not quite sa t i s f i ed to have 
the l i b r a r y in a st ructure used for other than l i b r a r y purposes. He desired 
to have Reuben Hoar's name associated with a bu i ld ing used exclusively as a 
l i b r a r y . He expressed t h i s wish to his family but died before he could 
finance the construct ion of a separate l i b r a r y bu i l d ing . In 1894, Wil l iam S. 
Houghton's ch i l d ren , Elizabeth G. and Clement S. Houghton of Boston, gave 
twenty- f ive thousand do l la rs towards the construct ion of The Reuben Hoar 
L ibrary , Houghton Memorial Bu i ld ing . 

The land chosen fo r the Reuben Hoar L ibrary , Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing 's 
s i te i s a t r iangu lar l o t bounded by King, Foster and Rogers Streets at 
L i t t l e t o n Center. Rev. Daniel Rogers purchased a t r a c t of land which 
encompassed the l i b r a r y ' s l o t i n 1784. In 1801, Samuel Parkman sold t h i s l o t 
to Joseph Harwood " fo r no other use than a highway or park." By the mid-19th 
century the l i b r a r y ' s l o t was part of the town's common lands. For many years 
i t was enclosed by a s p l i t - r a i l and granite block fence. 

Ground was broken for the l i b r a r y ' s bu i ld ing in September 1894. 
Management of the l i b ra r y was placed in the hands of a board of trustees to 
consist of the fo l lowing members: the minis ter and one layman from each of the 
three churches then establ ished in the town; Un i tar ian, Congregational, and 
Bapt is t ; as well as one Selectman. The Reuben Hoar L ib rary , Houghton Memorial 

(continued) 
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Building was dedicated on December 4, 1895. Among the d ign i ta r ies present at 
the dedication were Sherman Hoar, United States D i s t r i c t Attorney; W.H. 
Baldwin, President of the Young Mens Chr is t ian Associat ion; Henry S. Nourse, a 
state l i b ra r y commissioner; and Rev. E.G. Porter of Dorchester. The f i r s t 
l i b r a r i a n was Sarah F. White. 

The Reuben Hoar L ibrary , Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing represents one of the 
few known works by the Boston arch i tec tura l f i rm of Perkins and Betton. 
Charles Bruen Perkins and Cornelius Grinnel l Betton were in partnership from 
1891 un t i l 1899 in an o f f i c e located at 13 School Street in Boston. 
Information pertaining to the l i ves and work of Perkins and Betton is 
sketchy. This f i rm is credi ted with the design of the Grove Hall Engine House 
in Roxbury as well as unspecif ied bui ldings in Newport, Rhode Is land. Perkins 
practiced alone from 1900 u n t i l his ret irement in 1914. Evidently his major 
work from his post-Betton years was the ca. 1908 T r i n i t y Church Home for the 
Aged (Rachel Al len Memorial) in Roxbury, Massachusetts. Charles B. Perkins 
was born in Florence, I t a l y in 1860. He graduated from Harvard in 1883 and 
then studied at the Massachusetts I ns t i t u t e of Technology and Ecole des Beaux 
Arts in Par is. During the 1890s he l i ved on Mt. Vernon Street and l a te r on 
Chestnut Street on Beacon H i l l , Boston. By the ear ly 1900s he was l i v i n g near 
Jamaica Pond in the Jamaica Plain section of Boston. Evidently he was a 
member of the Thomas Handasyd Perkins family of Pinebank, an estate bordering 
the northern shores of Jamaica Pond. The Perkins fami ly 's fortune was made in 
Boston's ear ly 19th century China t rade. Charles B. Perkins died November 17, 
1929. No fur ther information has surfaced on the post-1900 career of Perkins' 
partner Cornelius G. Betton. The l i b r a r y ' s mason and bui lder was Will iam T. 
Rutan of Tremont St reet , Boston. During the 1890s he was a member of the 
Master Bu i lder 's Association of Boston. 

Over time the Reuben Hoar L ibrary , Houghton Memorial Bui lding has been an 
important focus for the educat ional , c i v i c and social l i f e of L i t t l e t o n . In 
1956 a basement room was adapted for reuse as a ch i ld ren 's room. Since the 
la te 19th century the l i b r a r y ' s co l l ec t i on has grown from 2,200 to 
approximately 480,000 books. Beginning in Ju ly , 1989 the Reuben Hoar Library 
w i l l be removed from the Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing and w i l l be re ins ta l l ed i n 
the ear ly 1950s wing of the renovated Shattuck Street School. The l i b ra r y 
w i l l be t r i p l e d in s ize . The Reuben Hoar L ib ra ry 's new home w i l l be 
o f f i c i a l l y dedicated on July 30, 1989. The current Houghton Memorial Bui lding 
w i l l be adapted for reuse as a community center. Henceforth the Reuben Hoar 
Library and the Houghton Memorial Bui ld ing w i l l be managed by a separate board 
of t rustees. The Houghton Memorial Bu i ld ing 's trustees w i l l be drawn from the 
L i t t l e t o n His tor ica l Commission. Currently the town is considering the 
reduction of the l i b r a r y l o t s northeastern corner (King and Foster Streets) by 
approximately twenty-four f ee t . The purpose of the proposed a l te ra t i on is to 
el iminate the e x i s t i n g , hazardous d r i v ing condit ions perpetuated by the 
l i b r a r y ' s present l o t conf igura t ion . 

(end) 
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Carol Shull 
National Register of H is to r i c Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Houghton Memorial Building, 4 Rogers Street, Littleton (Middlesex County), 
Massachusetts 01460. 

There has been no owner objection for the property listed above. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. y\zY>Gno\x'̂ , Executive Directm, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


