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17. OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES Of BUILDING OR SITE (interior lad/or txttrtor)
Oak Lodge is a handsome and well-proportioned frame recreational 
structure with novelty siding and wooden casement windows. Plank 
doors have oversized strap hinges. South elevation set with massive 
sloped-shoulder, fieldstone chimney. Graceful bellcast roof with 
boxed overhanging eaves and expressed rafter ends. Rear kitchen ell. 
Stone terrace on east elevation. Located on the west side of 
seven-acre Schreeder Pond, created in 1934 when a horseshoe-shaped 
earth and stone dam was built across Chatfield Hollow Brook. The dam 
is on south end of pond. A pair of single-file 6-bay frame changing 
houses, vernacular and simply detailed, are located on the east side 
of the pond, (see continuation sheet)
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Oak Lodge was built in 1937 by the Civilian Conservation Corps on the 
west bank of Schreeder Pond, an artificial pond pond also created by 
the CCCs in 1934. The well-porportioned, multi-purpose building is a 
superb example of the fine recreational structures erected in the 
state's parks and forests under the Depression-era federal relief 
program. The fine detailing and quality of construction are 
representative of its best work. The CCCs excelled in three areas 
of construction: masonry, wrought-iron smithing, and woodworking, and 
all three are exhibited in Oak Lodge, making it one of the most 
signficant CCC-built structures in the state.

Oak Lodge was built as a day room for the officers of Camp Roosevelt. 
The large cobblestone fireplace has the original wrought- iron 
(see continuation sheet)
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Item number: 17 Date: Oak Lodge

The interior is a large single room with the kitchen ell to the rear. 
The hall is superbly detailed in the rustic mode with massive exposed 
wooden roof trusses and a stone fireplace. The orignal handmade 
copper wallhung lanterns provide lighting. Narrow oak flooring. Well- 
preserved.

Item Number 19

andirons, screen, and fire tools made for the building by the CCCs. 
Other wrought iron of note includes the oversized strap door hinges 
and roof truss straps. The trusses themselves are the massive, 
hand-hewn queen-post type and dominate the interior. Handsome copper 
wallhung lanterns also made by the CCCs are still in place. Few 
CCC-constructed buildings enjoy the integrity of Oak Lodge, which 
survives virtually unchanged.

Oak Lodge was but one aspect of the development of the Chatfield 
Hollow Brook section of Cockaponsset State Forest as a recreational 
area by the CCCs. A seven-acre impoundment was created from the brook 
by a horseshoe-shaped earth and stone dam built by the CCCs in 1934. A 
pair of simple frame six-bay changing houses were built on the edge of 
the manmade beach on the east side of the pond, named for State 
Forester Gus Schreeder, who started with the state as a forester and 
land surveyor in the 1920s. He served as State Forester between 1948 
and 1964.

Verbal Boundary Decriptionand Justification

The lodge is located in a 356-acre state park. The nominated acreage 
includes the 12.5 acres located inside and bounded on all sides by the 
park road that circles Schreeder Pond as delineated on the USGS 
Clinton, CT quad map.

The pond and bath houses are included in the nominated acreage because 
they were built by CCC labor and are an integral part of the 
development and history of the site.
UTM References
A 18/701540/4582200 B 18/701665/4582200
C 18/701400/4582590 D 18/701320/4582580
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