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1. Name of Property 

historic name. 
Williamstown Rail Yard and Station Historic D i s t r i c t 

. . . , Wi l l i amstown Depot other names/site number i 

2. Location 

street & number. 
Cole Avenue and North Hoosac Road 

city or town 
Wil l iamstown 

_ N M not for publication 

N / H vicinity 

state. Massachusetts code MA county Berkshi re code ^ zip code 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
3 meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide H locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

of certifying official/Title j u g i t h B. McDotiouE McDcmough'̂ 3*® Executive Director 
isachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i c e r 

Stafe of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Date 

4. National Park Service Certification 
A^gYfature of the Keeper 

National Register 
I herebwcertify that the property is: 

entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet. 

n determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet. 

D determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

• removed from the National 
Register. 

• other, (explain:) 



williamstown Rail Yard and 
S t a t i o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Name of Property 
Berkshi re County, Massachusetts 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Checl< as many boxes as apply) 

Q private 
• public-local 
• public-State 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Checl< only one box) 

• building(s) 
district 

• site 
• structure 
• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

2 

Noncontributing 

2 buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE: warehouse 

TRANSPORTATION: r a i l - r e l a t e d 

INDUSTRY: i n d u s t r i a l storage 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

COMMERCE: warehouse 

VACANT/NOT IN USE 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Romanesque 

NO STYLE 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Marble : bluestone 

^gllg Marble : b lues tone , concre te , weatherboard 

roof. Slate 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The town of Williamstown i s located i n the northwest corner of 
Berkshire County and the s t a t e of Massachusetts. I t i s bounded 
on the n o r t h and west by the states of Vermont and New York. The 
towns of North Adams, Clarksburg, and Adams bound the town on the 
east; the towns of New Ashford and Hancock are on the town's 
south l i n e . The town boundaries are also d e f i n e d by i t s 
topography: the r i d g e of the Taconic Range marks the boundary 
w i t h New York, and the slopes of Mount Greylock, the highest 
mountain i n Southern New England, form p a r t of i t s eastern 
boundary. The most developed p a r t s of the town are l o c a t e d i n 
the f l o o d p l a i n of the Hoosic River, which flows out of North 
Adams i n a n o r t h w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n across Williamstown and i n t o 
Vermont, e v e n t u a l l y reaching the Hudson River a t S t i l l w a t e r , 
about 2 0 miles n o r t h of Albany. The Hoosic V a l l e y provided the 
p r i n c i p a l c o r r i d o r f o r the town's r a i l connection t o the Hudson 
Va l l e y , and the r i v e r ' s f l o o d p l a i n n o r t h of the town center 
provided space f o r the r a i l r o a d ' s f r e i g h t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n yard, 
when Williamstown became a d i v i s i o n p o i n t f o r the l i n e i n 1888. 

The Williamstown R a i l Yard and S t a t i o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t i s 
lo c a t e d on a s t r i p of land on the r i v e r ' s n o r t h bank, which forms 
the d i s t r i c t ' s south boundary. On the n o r t h i t i s bounded by the 
main l i n e r a i l r o a d tracks of the Boston & Maine R a i l r o a d (now 
G u i l f o r d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n d u s t r i e s ) . The d i s t r i c t i s b i s e c t e d by 
Cole Avenue, which runs south-southwest from the r a i l yard, 
across the r i v e r about one h a l f mile t o the center of 
Williamstown. There are four b u i l d i n g s and two s t r u c t u r e s i n the 
d i s t r i c t . The two s t r u c t u r e s , both on the n o r t h side of Cole 
Avenue, are coal storage e l e v a t o r s . The two c o n t r i b u t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s are a r a i l r o a d passenger s t a t i o n , l o c ated a t the south 
end of the d i s t r i c t , and a f r e i g h t s t a t i o n , a t the n o r t h end. 
The two other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the proposed d i s t r i c t are mid-
20 t h - c e n t u r y metal storage b u i l d i n g s and are considered 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g . 

The d i s t r i c t i s considered p a r t of a l a r g e r commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l area bordering the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s and the r i v e r . On 
the south bank of the r i v e r i s the M i l l V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
(NR: 1983), dominated by the b r i c k m i l l of the former 
Williamstown Manufacturing Company. W i t h i n the Williamstown R a i l 
Yard d i s t r i c t , the only a c t i v e l y used b u i l d i n g s are the two 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g metal warehouse b u i l d i n g s , and the passenger 

(continued) 
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s t a t i o n , which provides the o f f i c e and storehouse f o r a l o c a l 
moving company. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l character of the d i s t r i c t i s 
l a r g e l y i n d u s t r i a l , w i t h the exception of the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n , a 
low, s i n g l e - s t o r y stone s t r u c t u r e w i t h Richardsonian Romanesque 
fea t u r e s . The d i s t r i c t ' s d i s t i n c t i o n comes from i t s a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h the r a i l r o a d . These are the only r a i l - r e l a t e d s t r u c t u r e s i n 
Williamstown, and the s t a t i o n i s the only e x i s t i n g one i n 
north e r n Berkshire County. At the time of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
the s t a t i o n , Williamstown was a major a c t i v i t y center f o r the 
r a i l r o a d , and these remaining s t r u c t u r e s t e s t i f y t o t h a t 
important r o l e . 

Williamstown R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n , Map #1, Photo #1, Appendix A 

The d i s t r i c t ' s dominant f e a t u r e i s the Williamstown R a i l r o a d 
S t a t i o n , b u i l t i n 1898 t o replace an 1859 wood-frame s t a t i o n 
which had burned the preceding December. Vaguely Richardsonian 
i n appearance, the new s t a t i o n r e c a l l s the brownstone s t a t i o n s 
which Henry Hobson Richardson and h i s successor f i r m had e a r l i e r 
b u i l t f o r the Fitchburg's r i v a l east-west l i n e , the Boston and 
Albany R a i l r o a d . Large stone l i n t e l s over the window openings, 
rock-faced random-coursed ashlar stonework, and a s l a t e roof 
c o n t r i b u t e t o t h i s s i m i l a r i t y . Unlike the B & A s t a t i o n s , the 
Williamstown s t a t i o n i s constructed of Vermont marble, or 
"bluestone," imported from Rutland. The overhanging roof and the 
p l a t f o r m r o o f are supported by n i c e l y f i n i s h e d heavy timbers, 
s t i l l i n good c o n d i t i o n s . Prominent on the s t a t i o n ' s west facade 
i s a t r i a n g u l a r gable window w i t h sunburst g l a z i n g . 

At the s t a t i o n ' s completion i n December 1898, the Nor th Adams 
T r a n s c r i p t described the unusual layout of the s t a t i o n : 

The t i c k e t and telegraph o f f i c e i s of hexagonal shape, the 
three f r o n t sides being formed by a large bay window i n the 
f r o n t , and the remaining three sides extending back i n t o the 
w a i t i n g room, making the l a t t e r almost a s e m i - c i r c l e . I n 
the rear the b u i l d i n g extends out several f e e t , and t h i s 
p a r t i s cut up i n t o a l a d i e s ' w a i t i n g room and t o i l e t rooms. 
The gentlemen's t o i l e t rooms are on the east side of the 
w a i t i n g room. On the west side of the s t r u c t u r e i s a stone 
p o r t i c o , erected t o add t o the a r c h i t e c t u r a l beauty of the 
b u i l d i n g r a t h e r than f o r any p a r t i c u l a r use. The baggage 

y . rooms stands 20 f e e t east and i s j o i n e d t o the depot by a 
i covered p l a t f o r m . [Nor th Adams T r a n s c r i p t 21 December 1898] 

(continued) 
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Although the i n t e r i o r i s l a r g e l y i n t a c t , a second " o f f i c e " has 
been carved out of the w a i t i n g room space by e r e c t i n g a w a l l 
across the room, about a t h i r d of the distance around the "semi­
c i r c l e . " The b u i l d i n g as a whole, now used as a storage 
warehouse f o r a l o c a l moving company, remains i n good c o n d i t i o n . 

McMahon Coal Elevators, Map #2 Photo #2 

B u i l t between 1914 and the 1920s, the McMahon Coal Elevators >: 
con s i s t s of four 150-ton capacity concrete s i l o s i n a row . 
o r i e n t e d roughly northwest-southeast, p a r a l l e l t o the Hoosic 
River on the south and the Boston and Maine mainline t o the 
n o r t h . Each s i l o i s constructed of i n t e r l o c k i n g concrete 
"staves," bound by h o r i z o n t a l s t e e l tension r i n g s . Each stave i s 
composed of m u l t i p l e 3-foot sections. Coal discharged from a T"' -
r a i l car i n t o a hopper beneath the t r a c k was tr a n s p o r t e d t o the > » 
top of the silos by two vertical bucket-type elevators, which, 
like a small stair tower, were each enclosed in a wood-frame 
construction. At the top, a horizontal conveyor, also enclosed 
in a wood-frame enclosure, distributed the coal to a particular 
silo, where it was discharged and slid down a spiral chute 
following the inside perimeter of the concrete silo. The wood-
frame parts of the structure are in fair-to-poor condition; the v, '"^'^^ • 
concrete silos are in very good condition. \- h'}* 

Mason's Coal Elevator, Map #3 Photo #3 •; 

Mason's Coal Elevator, b u i l t i n 1931, consists of three 100-ton 
s i l o s made from i n t e r l o c k i n g concrete staves, bound together by 
numerous s t e e l t e n s i o n r i n g s . The s i l o s were charged by an 
i n c l i n e d , e l e c t r i c a l l y - d r i v e n v e r t i c a l conveyor, c o n s i s t i n g of a 
se r i e s of buckets, connected by pins t o form a continuous b e l t . 
At the top the buckets emptied i n t o one of three chutes which 
d i r e c t e d the coal t o i t s intended s i l o . A gated opening near the 
base of the s i l o served t o load trucks f o r house-to-house 
d e l i v e r y . The e l e v a t o r mechanism remains i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n 
and appears t o be operable. 

R a i l r o a d F r e i g h t House and p l a t f o r m . Map #4 Photo #4 

This i s a wood-frame, one-story s t r u c t u r e , whose e a r l i e s t s e c t i o n 
i s b e l i e v e d t o have been constructed i n 1879. A b a r n - l i k e 
s t r u c t u r e of sawn heavy timbers w i t h mortised j o i n t s , the 
s t r u c t u r e also r e t a i n s a well-worn, heavy plank f l o o r . Attached 

(continued) 

. • i -, 
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a t the rear of the s t r u c t u r e i s an open f r e i g h t p l a t f o r m w i t h a 
roof supported on a row of s i n g l e posts. There i s a mid-20th-
century a d d i t i o n t o the f r o n t (east) end of the b u i l d i n g , and the 
south side where a covered p l a t f o r m was enclosed i n 1956 w i t h 
wood-frame and metal s i d i n g . I n s p i t e of a d d i t i o n s and 
a l t e r a t i o n s , the basic frame of the f r e i g h t house remains i n t a c t . 
The b u i l d i n g i s i n good c o n d i t i o n , but i s p r e s e n t l y unused. 

There are two i n t r u s i o n s on the s i t e , both 2 0th-century metal 
storage b u i l d i n g s . The l a r g e r of these, the Connors Brothers 
Moving Company (Map B), i s located only t w e n t y - f i v e f e e t from the 
r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n and can only be considered an adverse i n f l u e n c e 
on the h i s t o r i c character of the s t a t i o n . The second b u i l d i n g . 
(Map A) , l o c a t e d near the coal elevators and f r e i g h t house, i s 
not out of context w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l nature of t h i s p a r t of the 
s i t e . 

Metal Storage B u i l d i n g , Map #A Photo #5 '* | 

This i s a n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g b u i l t i n the 1950s. 

Metal Warehouse B u i l d i n g , Map #B Photo #6 ; 

This i s a n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g b u i l t i n the 1960s. * ', A<' 

Archaeological Description * 

No p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are located w i t h i n the boundaries of the 
proposed d i s t r i c t , however, i t i s possi b l e t h a t s i t e s are 
present. At l e a s t two p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are recorded i n the 
general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . I n a d d i t i o n , l o c a t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the pro p e r t y i n c l u d i n g a f l a t , w e l l drained 
r i v e r i n e t e r r a c e bordering the Hoosic River are favorable f o r 
p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e l o c a t i o n s . Given the above i n f o r m a t i o n and the 
impacts from r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t y c o n s t r u c t i o n , a low t o moderate 
p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r s i g n i f i c a n t p r e h i s t o r i c s u r v i v a l s . 

A h i g h p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
s u r v i v a l s w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t . S t r u c t u r a l remains may su r v i v e 
from the o r i g i n a l 1859 wood s t a t i o n which burned i n 1897 
(Appendix B). 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

[3 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

TRANSPORTATION 

Period of Significance 

1898-1944 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
Gifford-Wood Company 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested 
• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
EX recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# MA-1080 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
El State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 4 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
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Zone Easting Northing 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

3 11 i8 I ie |4 |8 |2 i4 lO I |4 i7 I 3 i 0 l 9 i 0 i 0 l 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 11 i8 I le |4 i8 lo i8 lO I 14 17 13 n b n I nI 
G See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Andrus Bur r , Wi l l iamstown H i s t o r i c a l Commission, w i t h Peter S t o t t , NR E d i t i n g 

name/title Consul tant and Betsy F r i edbe rg , MHC, N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i r e c t o r 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

„ , 80 Boyls ton S t ree t 
street & number 

date. 
A p r i l 1994 

city or town 
Boston 

state 

telephone. 

MA 

(617) 727-8470 

zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. , 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)  

name see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef sec;.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ^ 

The Williamstown Rail Yard and Station Historic District 
possesses integrity of design, setting, materials, and 
workmanship. The features of this district represent a key era 
in the development of the town of Williamstown, when the railroad 
was the dominant means of travel into and out of town for both 
goods and people. The rail yard provided a focus for the growth J 
of the town in the late 19th and early 2 0th centuries and for the » 
development of the Fitchburg Railroad. The district provides the 
only extant railroad station in the northern section of Berkshire 
County, and the structures are the last remaining vestiges of a 
once-important and active railroad yard. The freight depot *; 
represents the 19th century activity, and the coal silos the.'* 
continuing 2 0th century activity. The Williamstown Rail Yard and 
Station are of local significance and meet criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places. . 

Williamstown's e a r l i e s t h i s t o r y begins w i t h the aborted l a y i n g 
out of the town of West Hoosac by Col. Ephraim Williams. I n 1739 
Williams (1715-1755) had been named t o a p a r t y of surveyors by 
order of the Massachusetts p r o v i n c i a l government, ordered t o l a y 
out two townships. East and West Hoosac, at the headwaters of the 
Hoosic River. Harassed by New Yorkers d i s p u t i n g the province 
boundary, the Massachusetts surveyors were not able t o complete 
the p r o j e c t f o r another ten years. During the French and I n d i a n 
War, West Hoosac was the s i t e of a f r o n t i e r f o r t , and many of the 
town's o r i g i n a l s e t t l e r s were s o l d i e r s who served on the 
f r o n t i e r , e i t h e r i n Fort West Hoosac or Fort Massachusetts, four 
miles t o the east. The town was incorporated i n 17 65 and named 
Williamstown f o r Col. Williams, who had been k i l l e d i n an ambush 
by French and I n d i a n forces near Lake George on September 8, 
1755. He l e f t a larg e p a r t of h i s estate t o the town f o r the 
purpose of founding a f r e e school, which i n 1793 became Williams 
College. 

The e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s were of English o r i g i n v i a the D e e r f i e l d 
and upper Connecticut r i v e r v a l l e y s . Later s e t t l e r s , around the 
t u r n of the 18th century, came from Rhode I s l a n d , and from the 
S c o t c h - I r i s h communities of New Hampshire. For the f i r s t f o r t y 
years of the 19th century, Williamstown's economy was e n t i r e l y 
a g r i c u l t u r a l based, and the po p u l a t i o n remained steady a t about 
2,000 people. I s o l a t e d by mountain ranges t o the east and west, 

(continued) 
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Williamstown was a very remote l o c a t i o n u n t i l the opening of the 
r a i l r o a d i n 1859. 

The earliest railroad to cross the county had been the Western 
Railroad (later part of the Boston and Albany Railroad), 
completed in 1842 through Pittsfield. Six years later, the 
Pittsfield and North Adams Railroad opened, to link the northern 
part of the Berkshire County with the Western's through route. 
The route through Williamstown was slower in being constructed, 
since it was wrapped up in the struggle to build a tunnel through 
Hoosac Mountain, to form a single east-west route linking the 
Connecticut and Hudson valleys. The Troy and Greenfield Railroad 
had not yet reached Williamstown when work was halted until the 
tunnel should be ready. The company, then under the direction of . 
the tunnel's engineer, Herman Haupt, offered to extend the line * 
eastward to Williamstown and North Adams if the town would 
subscribe to 3 percent of the railroad's stock. Much to North 
Adams' disappointment, Williamstown initially refused. Under ^' , 
pressure from businessmen of North Adams and Williamstown, town ' ^ 
meetings i n the Spring of 1858 f i n a l l y e l i c i t e d the necessary . ; J'l 
votes f o r the stock s u b s c r i p t i o n . A key c o n d i t i o n of the stock k j * 
purchase was t h a t a l l t r a i n s stop i n Williamstown. The l i n e * ' . :. 
connecting Williamstown and North Adams with Troy opened in June r •» ' 
1859. , , ;\ '-'^^ C 

., ^ if ^' ^ » 

The l o c a t i o n of the s t a t i o n was also a matter of considerable ' •* • 
debate. Although some town residents had advocated a downriver j'f ' 
location at Moody's Bridge (where the present US Route 7 crosses ,-.^> °\^ I 
the Hoosic), this location won less favor with many of the town's'^^i ' * i..^^,} 
businessmen. The North Adams Transcript recalled the debate: j \ ] 

A l i v e l y campaign was waged, some of the leading business 
men going so f a r as t o say t h a t i f the Moody bridge l o c a t i o n • •/ 
was sele c t e d they would never ship a pound of f r e i g h t over 
the road, but would haul a l l t h e i r f r e i g h t t o North Adams, 
to which p o i n t i t could be brought by the Boston & Albany 
road from P i t t s f i e l d . [North Adams T r a n s c r i p t 19 March _ ^ ; 
1898] _ t, . 

John Cole's o f f e r t o give the land f o r the widening of the narrow 
lane (now Cole Avenue) also helped decide the town f a t h e r s t o 
accept the present l o c a t i o n . 

(continued) 
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The opening of the r a i l r o a d brought increases i n economic ' • •* •«:* 
a c t i v i t y and p o p u l a t i o n . The Green River M i l l s , a g r a i n m i l l on , 
Water S t r e e t , opened the same year t h a t the r a i l r o a d opened; and t 
the Williamstown Manufacturing Company, a manufacturer of p r i n t ^ ' 
c l o t h s , was organized i n 1865 on land opposite the depot. By , •" .' V 
1885 the f i r m employed 200 men and women. Paul Chadbourne, • ' , , 
Williams College President, was i t s p r i n c i p a l stockholder and *-'jg, ' I " 
landowner. '' "* 

I • Nevertheless, i t was the completion of the Hoosac Tunnel i n 1875, .v 
t h a t brought the most s u b s t a n t i a l change t o the economic and 
c u l t u r a l l i f e of Williamstown and the North Berkshire area. From 
1875 on, Williamstown was a r e l a t i v e l y easy half-day's t r a i n 
journey from both Boston and New York C i t y . I n the 1880s and • 
1890s, there were twelve d a i l y passenger t r a i n s stopping i n 
Williamstown. The town's p o p u l a t i o n grew t o over 5,000 by the 
1890s and included an i n f l u x of French Canadian f a m i l i e s , many of 
whom worked i n the m i l l s . The g r e a t l y increased t r a f f i c on the 
road must have encouraged an expansion of the f r e i g h t f a c i l i t i e s , 
and the e a r l i e s t p o r t i o n of the e x i s t i n g f r e i g h t house i s 
b e l i e v e d t o date from t h i s p e r i o d . 

The d i s t r i c t ' s p e r i o d of greatest a c t i v i t y , however, dates t o the 
establishment of the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n yard, s h o r t l y a f t e r the l i n e 
was taken over by the Fitchburg Railroad. I n 1887, the F i t c h b u r g 
took over the Troy & G r e e n f i e l d Railroad, by then i n the hands of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which had p a i d f o r the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the tunnel i n r e t u r n f o r the company's common 
stock. A year l a t e r , i n 1888, the Fitchburg reorganized the 
l i n e , making Williamstown the d i v i s i o n p o i n t between the Western 
and Tunnel d i v i s i o n s . As a consequence, the r a i l r o a d e s t a b l i s h e d 
an important f r e i g h t c l a s s i f i c a t i o n yard here. A l l Western 
D i v i s i o n and Tunnel D i v i s i o n f r e i g h t s terminated a t , or 
o r i g i n a t e d at Williamstown. At Williamstown, slower t r a i n s could 
be shunted t o s i d i n g s t o allow passenger t r a i n s and f a s t f r e i g h t s 
take precedence. Here, engines needed f o r the Tunnel D i v i s i o n , 
could be attached t o t r a i n s heading east and detached from 
westbound t r a i n s . The yard included a n i n e - s t a l l roundhouse w i t h 
a t u r n t a b l e , enginehouse, machine shop, and s i x t e e n s i d i n g s . The 
s i t e of the roundhouse, located east of the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , i s 
not included i n the boundaries of the nomination as i t no longer 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y . 

(continued) ' 
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I n 1900, the Fitchburg, f e a r i n g the competition t h a t would r e s u l t 
from the pending merger of the New York Central and Boston & 
Albany roads, agreed t o a long-term lease of the company by the y f ' j C ' ' 
Boston and Maine Rai l r o a d [Baker, Formation of the New England /V'/ / 
Ra i l r o a d Systems, p. 198] . The new owners streamlined :\J v * V"-* 
operations, and i n 1911 e l e c t r i f i e d the short s t r e t c h of t r a c k ^̂  
through the Hoosac Tunnel. The r e s u l t was t h a t heavy f r e i g h t s «• 
could be run through w i t h o u t being r e - c o n s t i t u t e d . Neither the .t''* • 
helper engines based i n Williamstown nor the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n yard »̂,„>*:̂  
were needed, and so the roundhouse and machine shop were soon , ' | 
closed. The l i n e was reorganized as a s i n g l e "Fitchburg ' ' f ^ ' 
D i v i s i o n , " a designation t h a t the r a i l r o a d r e t a i n e d through the ;' ,̂  S 
l i f e of the Boston & Maine. Photographs from the p e r i o d i n d i c a t e iv. ; 
t h a t most of the r a i l r o a d b u i l d i n g s , shown on the 1904 map of - '--^ J-i 
Williamstown had been demolished by the World War I era. , 

Despite the d e m o l i t i o n of these b u i l d i n g s , the area continued i n 
a c t i v e use as an important r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t y as represented by 
the coal storage s i l o s . Pennsylvania coal was a major f r e i g h t 
item throughout the l a s t quarter of the 19th century and the , , 
f i r s t p a r t of the 20th century. Early f a c i l i t i e s had consisted * , 
of bunkers approached by a s i d i n g t r a c k , o c c a s i o n a l l y ramped. 
Two dealers, McMahon and Mason, had extensive business i n 
Williamstown and the surrounding area. Williams College, w i t h a 
lar g e c e n t r a l steam-heating p l a n t , was a major customer f o r coal 
u n t i l 1970. The coal e l e v a t o r s , b u i l t between 1914 and 1931, saw 
a c t i v e use u n t i l a f t e r the second World War, when the use of coal 
f o r domestic heating declined. Both e l e v a t o r complexes saw some 
use u n t i l the 1970s. 

A f t e r World War I , Williamstown's i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y d eclined, 
and consequently the po p u l a t i o n dropped, reaching a low of 3,700 
i n 1920. Although the town's p o p u l a t i o n has since recovered 
(today's p o p u l a t i o n stands at over 8,000), the town's economy i s 
now based around Williams College, the second l a r g e s t employer i n 
Berkshire County and the l a r g e s t landholder i n Williamstown. The 
post World-War I I d e c l i n e of r a i l s ervice r e s u l t e d i n sharp cuts 
i n passenger se r v i c e . Service west of Williamstown was the f i r s t 
t o be discontinued, making Williamstown the end of the l i n e from 
Boston. Passenger service was r e t a i n e d on the l i n e going east 
u n t i l December 1, 1958, only a few months short of the one 
hundredth anniversary of passenger service i n Williamstown. 

(continued) 
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The o l d e s t of the s t r u c t u r e s i n the d i s t r i c t and the only *'y • . 
s u r v i v i n g evidence of the r a i l yard's major p e r i o d of a c t i v i t y , . "} ' 
i s the F r e i g h t House (Map #4, Photo #4), b e l i e v e d t o have been ts,*.'" 
c o nstructed i n 1879. An a d d i t i o n t o the northwest was b u i l t a . ' 
few years l a t e r . The f r e i g h t house closed i n 1939. The l a s t i • 
f r e i g h t agent was Mr. Charles K. Potter. I n 1943 the b u i l d i n g . . '-. t i 
became a Wirthmore feed and g r a i n s t o r e managed by Mr. Ralph *' l - '""̂  
C h u r c h i l l . The st o r e became an Agway o u t l e t i n 1968 and , •%,/• 
continued i n t h i s use u n t i l 1992 when the b u i l d i n g was vacated. 

The Williamstown R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n (Map #1, Photo #1) was b u i l t i n 
the midst of the most a c t i v e p e r i o d of the r a i l yard, and 
r e f l e c t s the importance w i t h which the r a i l r o a d company viewed 
the town. E a r l y i n the planning process, i t was announced t h a t 
the new s t a t i o n would be " s i m i l a r i n many features t o the one 
r e c e n t l y erected i n Cambridge..." ["Depot t o be of Stone," Nor th 
Adams T r a n s c r i p t 2 February 1898], probably a reference t o the 
great stone s t a t i o n erected by the Fitchburg i n Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, only one year e a r l i e r . Designed by the Boston 
a r c h i t e c t , W. W. Lummus, the Cambridge s t a t i o n was an imposing 2-
s t o r y g r a n i t e and sandstone Richardsonian Romanesque s t a t i o n w i t h 
a c e n t r a l clock tower and hipped r o o f . Although the f i n a l design 
f o r the Williamstown s t a t i o n does not appear t o have borrowed 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y from the Cambridge design, the Williamstown s t a t i o n 
brought s t y l e and a contemporary a r c h i t e c t u r a l design t o 
Williamstown t h a t was appreciated. The Nor th Adams T r a n s c r i p t 
commented i n December 1898: "The new depot i s so n e a r l y completed 
t h a t i t i s now possi b l e f o r one t o r e a l i z e what a handsome and 
modern s t a t i o n the town w i l l have." 

Students from Williams College were probably among i t s most 
frequent users, and f o r thousands of new students, the s t a t i o n 
was t h e i r f i r s t experience of Williamstown. 

Although passenger service was discontinued i n December 1958, the 
b u i l d i n g r e t a i n e d i t s use as a f r e i g h t agency. With the c l o s i n g 
of the f r e i g h t house i n 1939, the f r e i g h t agency had been 
r e l o c a t e d t o the s t a t i o n . Major shippers were Cornish Wire 
Company, Mt. Hope Farm, the Great A t l a n t i c & P a c i f i c Tea Company, 
Williams College, and Wirthmore Stores. The agent was r e q u i r e d 
to handle less-than-carload (LCL) shipments. I n 1957, the agent 
r e p o r t e d 46 carloads out and 525 carloads i n ; LCL shipments were 
considerably l e s s : 70 out and 60 i n f o r the same p e r i o d . To 
achieve estimated annual savings of close t o $7,000, the r a i l r o a d 

(continued) ^f'\ 
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closed the agency i n June 1959. Carloads only would be accepted, 
under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the agent at North Adams. The 
f o l l o w i n g month, the s t a t i o n b u i l d i n g i t s e l f was s o l d t o Connors 
Brothers Trucking Company, who remains the owners of the 
b u i l d i n g . 

The McMahon Coal Elevators (Map #2, Photo #2) were b u i l t by the 
Gifford-Wood Company of Hudson, New York, and i t i s presumed t h a t 
the same company erected the Mason el e v a t o r s , as they are of 
s i m i l a r c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h many i d e n t i c a l p a r t s . The easternmost 
e l e v a t o r and 150-ton s i l o was b u i l t i n 1914 f o r the storage of 
coal by the Williams College heating p l a n t . P r i o r t o t h i s , coal 
had been st o r e d i n open p i l e s and loaded i n horse-drawn wagons by 
hand-shoveling. The elevators represented a s i g n i f i c a n t advance 
i n the handling of t h i s m a t e r i a l . Three more 150-ton s i l o s were 
added i n the 1920s. These were j o i n e d a t the top by a wood 
s t r u c t u r e enclosing a h o r i z o n t a l conveyor. The abandonment of 
these s t r u c t u r e s marked the sudden change-over from coal t o o i l 
and gas f o r home heating, and the conversion i n 197 0 of the 
Williams College Heating p l a n t t o o i l f u e l . ?• ' ;• ' 

Mason's Coal Elevator (Map #3, Photo #3) was built in 1931 to 
replace a previous system involving open bunkers charged from ^ 
above by hopper cars, and discharged into trucks by an 
electrically-driven belt-type conveyor on wheels. This system 
was problematic as the coal was often frozen into large lumps in 
winter. In addition, the open storage of coal was a security 
problem, prone to pilferage. • 

, •' 
A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r : •• ' ' .„' 
The archives of the Boston & Maine Railroad H i s t o r i c a l Society 
d i d not y i e l d the name of an a r c h i t e c t or designer f o r the 
Williamstown S t a t i o n . I t may w e l l have been the work of the 
Fitc h b u r g R a i l r o a d engineering s t a f f , as newspaper accounts 
describe the frequent v i s i t s of Chief Engineer F. O. Melcher and 
engineer Gushing. The Nor th Adams T r a n s c r i p t f o r August 6, 1898, 
re p o r t e d the name of the b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r s as Porter and 
Hannum of North Adams. 
The Gifford-Wood Company of Hudson was one of the nation's leading b u i l d e r s of coal and i c e handling equipment. G i f f o r d Brothers, an e a r l y 19th-century i r o n foundry i n Hudson, had been one of the pioneers i n the manufacture of ice-house e l e v a t o r 

Vi 
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machinery. I n 1905 the company was merged w i t h the W i l l i a m T. 
Wood Company of A r l i n g t o n , Massachusetts, e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1834 t o 
manufacture i c e - c u t t i n g t o o l s . For several years the company ..f. 
maintained two p l a n t s , i n Hudson and i n A r l i n g t o n . 

> 

Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e . * ̂  : * 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c settlement i n Williamstown are 
p o o r l y understood, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s could be s i g n i f i c a n t . 
P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can help document the r o l e of 
p r e h i s t o r i c settlement along the Hoosic River w i t h i n the l a r g e r 
Hudson River drainage which l i e s predominantly i n New York. 
P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area may also c o n t a i n evidence of 
i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h Native people t o the east i n the Connecticut 
River drainage whose t r i b u t a r i e s d r a i n neighboring towns east of 
Williamstown. 

H i s t o r i c a rchaeological remains a t the Williamstown R a i l Yard and 
S t a t i o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t have the p o t e n t i a l t o dociiment the 
e a r l i e s t phase of r a i l r o a d development which played a key r o l e i n 
the b i r t h of l o c a l r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s and the i n d u s t r i a l 
development of the town. S t r u c t u r a l remains of the 1859 s t a t i o n 
and r e l a t e d features can help r e c o n s t r u c t the o r i g i n a l l a y o u t of 
the s t a t i o n and p o t e n t i a l a c t i v i t i e s which occurred i n the 
s t a t i o n l o c a l e . Reconstruction of the e a r l i e r s t a t i o n can be of 
p a r t i c u l a r importance since the Williamstown S t a t i o n i s the only 
e x i s t i n g s t a t i o n of i t ' s p e r i o d i n northern Berkshire County. 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ' . ' ' 

The boundaries f o r the Williamstown R a i l Yard and S t a t i o n . ̂ -
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t are depicted on the attached Williamstown 
Assessor's Map 119 (1"=100'), and consists of l o t 17 and a 
p o r t i o n of l o t 118-90, extending n o r t h from Cole Avenue f o r 300 
yards. i ^ . ^ - - ' ' ' ' • 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries were chosen t o include a l l the remaining resources 
of the Williamstown R a i l Yard and S t a t i o n . The edges are de f i n e d 
by the Hoosic River on the west and the r a i l r o a d r i g h t of way t o 
the east. 

(end) \ 
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Map # Historic Name Date Status Style Resource 

1 Williamstown 
Railroad Sta. 

1898 C Richardsonian 
Romanesque 

B 

2 McMahon Coal 
Elevators 

1914-
1922 

C Industrial ST 

3 Masons Coal 
Elevator 

1931 C Industrial ST 

4 Railroad 
Freight House 
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A Storage Shed ca. 1955 NC Utilitarian B 

B Connor's Bros. 
Warehouse 

ca. 1965 NC Utilitarian B 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 4 Contributing 

2 Contributing Buildings 
2 Contributing Structures 

2 Noncontributing 

2 Noncontributing Buildings 
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1 north American® 
^ VAN LINES 

PhoneX{5S^S3§XX3? 458-8141 

BF 

CONNORS BROS. MOVING & STORAGE 
370 Cole Avenue 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 01267 

iczoElVhD 
MAR 1 4 1VV4 

March 10, 1994 MASS. HiST. COMM. 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
J u d i t h B. McDonough, Ex.Director 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Ma. 02116 

RE: K a i l y a r d & S t a t i o n located 
at 370 Cole Avenue 
Williamstown, Ma. 01267 

Dear Ms. McDonough, 

As owner of the above property and at the advice of my 
att o r n e y , I do not wish to have my property l i s t e d on the 
National Register. Please be advised t h a t at t h i s time I am 
o b j e c t i n g to t h i s nomination. 

Sinc e r e l y , 

E l l e n B a y l i s s 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
BERKSHIRE, ss 

Subscribed and sworn be fo r e me t l j i s ^ l l t h day of March, 199^. 

o t a r y Pub l i c 

AGENT FOR northAmerlcan»vAN LINES 

MAURE£̂ i ,N. McGUIRE 
Notary Public 

My Commission Exoires 
September 16,1§94 
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lUILFORD TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRIES, INC. 

April 4, 1994 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
P 865 069 132 

/C pi 

APR 0 8 1994 

MASS. HIST. COmi 

Mr. Allen Johnson 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

Re: Williamstown Railyard and Station 
Williamstown, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Pursuant to your recent letter and our subsequent 
conversation, please be advised that the Boston and Maine 
Corporation does not own the railroad depot, coal elevators or 
the four remaining freight houses which occupy the former 
railyard in the vicinity of 361 Cole Avenue. While the Boston 
and Maine Corporation i s the land owner, the freight houses are 
owned by Agway, Inc. and the coal elevators are owned by Williams 
College. Further, the depot together with land underneath in the 
vicinity of 370 Cole Avenue, i s owned by Ellen Bayliff. 

The buildings owned by Agway were formerly under a lease 
agreement which Agway has subsequently terminated. As part of 
this termination, Agway i s required to remove the buildings from 
the s i t e and restore the premises to i t s original condition. 

I t i s my understanding that your letter was written at the 
request of the Williamstown Historical Commission who i s 
currently in the process of placing this s i t e on the historical 
register. Please be advised that the Boston and Maine 
Corporation does not desire this site be placed on the historical 
register as i t would impair the railroad's use of the premises. 



Mr. Allen Johnson 
Page Two 
April 4, 1994 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

BOSTON AND MAINE CORPORATION 

By :_ W^^.y^C]^^^ 
Steven R. Towle 
Assistant to the Vice President 

Subscribed /and sworn to before me, 
this ..V̂ .. day of O / ] / ) / . { , 
Public in and for the County of Hil 

Subscribedyand sworn to befo/e me, in my presence, 
' 1994, a Notary 

Jounty of Hillsborough, 
State of New Hampshire. 

Noc^ry Publ ic Q \i o 
My commij^siffin e.ycgix&sijzJdyuCijS^ 1 9 ^ ^ 

SRT:img 
c: National Register of Historic Places 

(above Via Certified Mail P 865 069 131) 
Ellen Bayliff 
Donald Sibley 
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MAY 2 1994 

INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Carol S h u l l 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Williamstown R a i l Yard and S t a t i o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , 
Williamstown (Berkshire County), Massachusetts, 01267. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 
Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
30-75 days before the meeting and were a f f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y 
to comment. Of a t o t a l of 5 owners, the MHC has received 2 
l e t t e r s of o b j e c t i o n . 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
N a t i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Andrus Burr, Williamstown H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Charles Bonenti, Chair., Williamstown H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Steven Ledoux, Town Manager 
Joyce Jack, L i b r a r i a n , Williamstown Public L i b r a r y 
Peter S t o t t , Preservation Consultant 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 (617)727-8470 Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


