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1. Name of Property

L WIlliamstown Rail Yard and Station Historic District
historic name.

| ite i Williamstown Deipot

2. Location

street & number. Cole Avenue and North Hoosac Road _NM not for publication
dty o toan Williamstown N/H vicinity

state. M assachusetts code MA county Berkshire code » zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this O nomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
3 meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally ¢« statewide H locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

d catifying offidd/Tilejugith B. MiBobogE ~3*® Executive Director
isachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
Sefe o Fedad agaoy ad

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| herebwecertify that the property is: A"gYfature of the Keeper

entered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register
D See continuation sheet.

D determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National
Register.

other, (explain:)

National Register

=}



williamstown Rail Yard and
tati istoric District
Py

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Checlk as many boxes as apply) (Checlk< only one box)
Q private * building(s)
» public-local district
* public-State » site
* public-Federal e structure
» object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMWMERE war ehouse
TRANSPCRTATION rail-related

I NDUSTRY: industrial storage

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VI CTCRI AN Romanesque
NO STYLE

Narrative Description

Berkshire County, Massachusetts

Courty ad Stte

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 2 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERE  war ehouse
VACANT/ NOI' | NUWBE

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Marble: bluestone

gllg Marble: bluestone, concrete, weatherboard

roof. Slate

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRI PTI ON

The town of Wlliamstown i slocated i nthenorthwest corner of
Berkshire County and t hestate of Massachusetts. | t i s bounded
on thenorth and west by thestates of Vernont and New York. The
towns of North Adans, Clarksburg, and Adans bound t hetown ont he
east; thetowns of New Ashford and Hancock are on thetown's
south line. The town boundaries arealso defined byits
topography: theridge of theTaconic Range marks t he boundary
with New York, and t heslopes of Mount CGreylock, thehighest
mountain 1 nSouthern New England, form part of it seastern
boundary. The most developed parts of thetown arelocatedi n
the flood plain of theHoosic River, which flows out of North
Adans i na northwesterlydirection across WIlliamstown and into
Vernont, eventuallyreaching theHudson River at Stillwater,

about 20 miles north of Albany. The Hoosic Valley providedthe
principal corridor for thetown's rail connection t otheHudson
Valley, and theriver's flood plain north of thetown center
provided space for therailroad' s freight classification yard,
when W I liamstown becane a division point for theline i n 1888.

The W Iliamstown Rail Yard and Station Historic District i s

| ocated on a strip of land on theriver's north bank, which forms
the district's south boundary. O thenorth i ti sbounded bythe
mainline railroad tracks of theBoston & Maine Railroad (now
Guilford TransportationlIndustries). The district 1 shisected by
Col e Avenue, which runs south-southwest from therail vyard,
across theriver about one half mle tothecenter of

W lliamstown. There are four buildings and two structures i n the
district. The two structures, both on thenorth side of Cole
Avenue, are coal storage elevators. The two contributing
buildings area railroad passenger station, |ocated at the south
end of thedistrict, and a freight station, at thenorthend.

The two other buildings within theproposed district are m d-
20t h-century metal storage buildings and are considered
noncontributing.

The district i sconsidered part of a larger commercial and
industrial area bordering therailroad tracks and theriver. 0]}
the south bank of theriver i stheMll Village Historic District

(NR 1983), domnated by thebrick m Il of the former

W lliamstown Manufacturing Conpany. W thin theWIlliamstown Rail
Yard district, theonly actively used buildings arethetwo
noncontributing metal warehouse buildings, and t he passenger

(continued)
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station, which provides the office and storehouse for a local
movi ng conpany. The architectural character of the districti s
largely industrial, with the exception of the railroad station, a
| ow, single-story stone structure with Richardsonian Romanesque
features. Thedistrict's distinction conmes fromits association
with therailroad. These arethe only rail-related structuresi n
W lliamstown, andthe station i sthe only existing one i n
northern Berkshire County. At thetime of the construction of
the station, WIlliamstown was a major activity center for the
railroad, andthese remaining structures testify t o that

I mportant role.

W lliamstown Railroad Station, Map #1, Photo #1, Appendix A

The district's domnant featurei sthe WIlliamstown Railroad
Station, built 1 n1898t oreplace an 1859 wood-frame station
which hadburned the preceding Decenber. Vaguely Richardsonian
in appearance, the new station recalls the brownstone stations
whi ch Henry Hobson Richardson andhis successor firm had earlier
built for the Fitchburg's rival east-west Iine, the Boston and

Al bany Railroad. Large stone lintels over the wi ndow openings,
rock-faced random coursed ashl ar stonework, anda slate roof
contribute tothis simlarity. Unlike the B & A stations, the
Wlliamstown station is constructed of Vernont marble, or
"bluestone,"” imported from Rutland. The overhanging roof and t he
platform roof ar esupported by nicely finished heavy timbers,
still i ngood conditions. Promnent onthestation's west facade
is atriangular gable w ndow with sunburst glazing.

At t hestation's completion in Decenber 1898, the North Adams
Transcript described the unusual |ayout of thestation:

The ticket andtelegraphoffice i s of hexagonal shape, t he

three front sides being formed by a | arge baywindow i n t he
front, andthe remaining three sides extending back intothe
waiting room making thelatter almost a semi-circle. I n

the rear the building extends out several feet, and this
part i scut upinto a ladies' waiting roomandtoilet rooms.

The gentlemen's toilet roonms areon the east side of the
waiting room On the west side of t hestructure i sa stone
portico, erected toaddtothe architectural beauty of the

building rather than for anyparticular use. The baggage

y . roons stands 20 feet east andis joined t othe depot by a
I covered platform. [North Adams Transcript 21 Decenber 1898]

(continued)
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Al though theinterior i slargely intact, a second "office" has
been carved out of thewaiting room space by erecting a wal
across theroom about a third of thedistance around the "sem -
circle." The building as a whole, now used as a storage

war ehouse for a local moving conpany, remains i ngood condition

McMahon Coal Elevators, Mip #2 Photo #2

Built between 1914 and t he 1920s, t he McMahon Coal Elevators
consists of four 150-ton capacity concrete silos i na row
oriented roughly northwest-southeast, parallel tothe Hoosic
River on thesouth and t he Boston and Maine mainline to the
north. Each silo i sconstructed of interlocking concrete
"staves," bound by horizontal steel tension rings. Each stavei s
conposed of multiple 3-foot sections. Coal discharged froma
rail car into a hopper beneath thetrack was transported tothe
top of the silos by two vertical bucket-type elevators, which
like a small stair tower, were each enclosed in a wood-frane
construction. At the top, a horizontal conveyor, also enclosed
in a wood-frame enclosure, distributed the coal to a particular
silo, where it was discharged and slid down a spiral chute
following the inside perineter of the concrete silo. The wood-
frame parts of the structure are in fair-to-poor condition; the
concrete silos are in very good condition.

Mason's Coal Elevator, Map #3 Photo #3

Mason's Coal Elevator, built 1 n1931, consists of three 100-ton
silos made frominterlocking concrete staves, bound together by
numerous steel tension rings. The silos were charged by an
inclined, electrically-driven vertical conveyor, consisting of a
series of buckets, connected by pins toforma continuous belt

At thetopthebuckets emptied into one of three chutes which
directed thecoal toitsintended silo. A gated opening near the
base of thesilo served toload trucks for house-to-house
delivery. The elevator mechanismremains i nexcellent condition
and appears t o be operable.

Railroad Freight House and platform Map #4 Photo #4

This i sa wood-frame, one-story structure, whose earliest section
is believed t ohave been constructed i n1879. A barn-like
structure of sawn heavy timbers with mortised joints, the
structure also retains a well-worn, heavy plank floor. Attached

(continued)
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at therear of thestructure i sanopen freight platform with a
roof supported on a rowof single posts. There i sa md-20th-
century addition tothefront (east) endof thebuilding, and the
south side where a covered platform was enclosed i n 1956 with
wood-frame andmetal siding. | nspite of additions and
alterations, thebasic frame of thefreight house remains intact.
The building i si ngood condition, but i spresently unused.

There are twointrusions onthesite, both 20th-century metal
storage buildings. Thelarger of these, the Connors Brothers
Movi ng Conmpany (MapB), 1 slocated only twenty-five feet fromthe
railroad station andcanonly be considered an adverse influence
on thehistoric character of thestation. The second building

(Mp A), located near thecoal elevators andfreight house, i s

not out of context with theindustrial nature of this part of the
site.

Met al Storage Building, Map #A Photo #5 *
This i sanoncontributing building built i nthe 1950s.
Met al War ehouse Building, ©Map #B Photo #6 ;

This i sa noncontributing building built i nthe 1960s. * K
Ar chaeol ogi cal Description *

No prehistoric sites arelocated within theboundaries of the
proposed district, however, it i spossible that sitesare
present. At least twoprehistoric sites arerecorded i n the
general area (within onemile). | naddition, locational

characteristics of theproperty including a flat, well drained
riverine terrace bordering theHoosic River are favorable for
prehistoric site locations. G ven theabove information and the
I mpacts fromrailroad facility construction, a | owt omoderate
potential exists for significant prehistoric survivals.

A high potential exists for significant historic archaeological
survivals within thedistrict. Structural remains may survive
fromtheoriginal 1859wood station which burned i n 1897
(Appendi xB) .

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[3 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

» B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

» D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

» B removed from its original location.

* C a birthplace or grave.

* D a cemetery.

» E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

* F a commemorative property.

* G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property onone or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Berkshire County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
TRANSPARTATI ON

Period of Significance
1898-1944

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
G fford-Wod Gonpany

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

o preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) hasbeen requested

» previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

EX recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# MA-1080

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

El State Historic Preservation Office
e Other State agency
» Federal agency
* Local government
* University
e Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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Name of Property -
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 4 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

Berkshire County, Massachusetts

11118 16]4]8li Aol 147 3ill 24 3181 ie|4]8|2i4101 |4i7 13i019i0i0l
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
211i8 16[4isl3iAo 14 73d95d 41081 lepi8loi8IOl UI7Bn b n Inl

G See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(JI_Eprain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

1. Form Prepared By

Andrus Burr, Williamstown Historical Commission, with Peter Stott, NR Editing

nameftitte Consultant and Betsy Friedberg, MHC, National Register Director

organization M assachusetts Historical Commission date. April 1994
80 Boylston Street -
dredt & number y telephone. (617) 727-8470
Boston
city or town state MA zip code 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name see continuation sheet
street & number. telephone

city or town state. zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef sec;.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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8. STATEMENT CGF S| GNI FI CANCE N

The WIllianmstown Rail Yard and Station H storic D strict

possesses integrity of design, setting, materials, and

wor kmanship. The features of this district represent a key era

in the devel opnent of the town of WIIlianstown, when the railroad
was the dom nant neans of travel into and out of town for both
goods and people. The rail yard provided a focus for the growth J
of the town in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and for the »
devel opnment of the Fitchburg Railroad. The district provides the
only extant railroad station in the northern section of Berkshire
County, and the structures are the |ast remai ning vestiges of a
once-inportant and active railroad yard. The freight depot *,
represents the 19th century activity, and the coal silos the.'*
continuing 20th century activity. The WIllianmstowm Rail Yard and
Station are of local significance and neet criteria A and C of

the National Register of H storic Places.

Wlliamstown's earliest history begins with theaborted laying
out of thetown of West Hoosac by Col. Ephraim W IlIliams. | n1739
W lliams (1715-1755) had been naned t o a party of surveyors by
order of t heMassachusetts provincial government, orderedto | ay
out two townships. East and West Hoosac, at t heheadwaters ofthe
Hoosic River. Harassed by New Yorkers disputing the province
boundary, t heMassachusetts surveyors were not able t ocomplete
the project for another tenyears. During theFrench and Indian
War, West Hoosac was thesite of a frontier fort, and many oft he
town's original settlers were soldiers who served ont he
frontier, either i nFort West Hoosac or Fort Massachusetts, four
mles totheeast. The town was incorporated i nl1765 and naned
Williamstown for Col. WIliams, who had been killed i nan anbush
by French and Indian forces near Lake George on Septenmber 8,

1755. He left a large part of hi sestate tothetown for the
puHJose of founding a free school, which i n1793 becane W I Iiams
Col | ege.

The earliest settlers were of English origin viathe Deerfield
and upper Connecticut river valleys. Later settlers, aroundthe
turn of the 18t hcentury, came from Rhode |sland, and fromt he
Scotch-Irish communities of New Hanpshire. For thefirst forty

years of the 19t hcentury, WIlliamstown's econony was entirely
agricultural based, and thepopulation remained steady at about
2,000 people. Isolated by mountain ranges totheeast and west,

(continued)
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Wlliamstown was a very renote location until theopening ofthe
railroad i n 1859.

The earliest railroad to cross the county had been the Wstern
Railroad (later part of the Boston and Al bany Railroad),
completed in 1842 through Pittsfield. Six years later, the
Pittsfield and North Adans Railroad opened, to link the northern
part of the Berkshire County with the Western's through route.
The route through WIIlianmstown was slower in being constructed,
since it was wapped up in the struggle to build a tunnel through
Hoosac Mountain, to forma single east-west route linking the
Connecticut and Hudson valleys. The Troy and G eenfield Railroad
had not yet reached WIIianstown when work was halted until the
tunnel should be ready. The conpany, then under the direction of .
the tunnel's engineer, Herman Haupt, offered to extend the line *
eastward to WIllianmstow and North Adanms if the town woul d
subscribe to 3 percent of the railroad's stock. Mich to North
Adans' di sappointnment, WIllianstown initially refused. Under N
pressure from businessmen of North Adans and Wl Iliamstown, town oA
meetings i nthe Spring of 1858 finally elicited thenecessary . ;o J!
votes for thestock subscription. A key condition of thestock kj *
purchase was that al | trains stop i nWIlIliamstown. The line * ! ‘
connecting WIllianmstown and North Adanms with Troy opened in June re»
1859. v AN C
The location of thestation was also a matter of considerable e
debate. Although sone town residents had advocated a downriver it
| ocation at Moody's Bridge (where the present US Route 7 crosses ,-.7>°\"
the Hoosic), this location won less favor with many of the town's' A" ' * i/
busi nessnen.  The North Adams Transcript recal l ed the debate: ] \ ]
A lively canpaign was waged, sone of theleading business
men going so far as tosay that i ftheMody bridge location ¢ of
was selected they would never ship a pound of freight over
the road, but would haul al | their freight toNorth Adans,
to which point i tcould be brought by t heBoston & Albany
road from Pittsfield. [ North Adams Transcript 19 March Ny
1898] t

John Cole's offer togive theland for thewi dening of the narrow
| ane (now Col e Avenue) also helped decide thetown fathers to
accept thepresent location.

(continued)
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The opening of the railroad brought increases i n economc 'e
activity and population. The Green River Mills, a grain mill on :

Wat er Street, opened the same year that the railroad opened; and
the W Illiamstown Manufacturing Conpany, a manufacturer of print A

cloths, was organized in 1865 on |and opposite the depot. By ,¢.
1885 the firm enployed 200 men and wonen. Paul Chadbourne, . !
Wlliams College President, was i tsprincipal stockholder and *jg '
| andowner . "
Nevertheless, i twas the completion of the Hoosac Tunnel i n 1875,
that brought the most substantial change to the econom c and
cultural life of WIlliamstown and the North Berkshire area. From
1875 on, W Illiamstown was a relatively easy half-day's train
journey from both Boston and New York City. I n the 1880s and .

1890s, there were twelve daily passenger trains stopping in
Wlliamstown. The town's populationgrew to over 5,000 by the
1890s and included an influx of French Canadian families, many of
whom wor ked in the mlls. The greatly increased traffic on the
road must have encouraged an expansion of the freight facilities,
and the earliest portion of the existing freight house is
believed to date from this period.

The district's period of greatest activity, however, dates to the
establishment of the classification yard, shortly after the line
was taken over by the Fitchburg Railroad. |In 1887, the Fitchburg
took over the Troy & GreenfieldRailroad, by then in the hands of
the Commonweal th of Massachusetts, which had paid for the
construction of the tunnel inreturn for the conpany's conmnon
stock. A year later, in 1888, the Fitchburg reorganized the

line, making W Illiamstown the division point between the Western
and Tunnel divisions. As a consequence, the railroad established
an important freight classification yard here. Al | Western
Division and Tunnel Division freights term nated at, or
originated at Williamstown. At W/ Iliamstown, slower trains could
be shunted to sidings to allow passenger trains and fast freights
take precedence. Here, engines needed for the Tunnel Division
could be attached to trains heading east and detached from

west bound trains. The yard included a nine-stall roundhouse with
a turntable, enginehouse, machine shop, and sixteen sidings. The
site of the roundhouse, |ocated east of the railroad tracks, is
not included in the boundaries of the nomnation as i tno |onger
retains integrity.

(continued)
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In 1900, theFitchburg, fearing thecompetition that would result
from t hepending merger of theNew York Central and Boston &

Al bany roads, agreed toa long-term |ease of theconpany by t he
Boston and Maine Railroad [Baker, Formation of theNew Engl and

IV

y fjc

oo

Railroad Systens, p. 198] . The new owners streaml ined AN v *FV-E

operations, and i n1911electrified theshort stretch of track ™
through t he Hoosac Tunnel. The result was that heavy freights
could be runthrough without being re-constituted. Neither the
hel per engines based i nWIlliamstown nor theclassification yard
wer e needed, and so t heroundhouse and machi ne shop were soon
closed. The line was reorganized as a single "Fitchburg
Division," a designation that therailroad retained through the

life of theBoston & Maine. Photographs from theperiod indicateiv.

that nost of therailroad buildings, shown on t he 1904 map of
Wl lianmstown had been denolished by the Wrld War | era. ,
Despite thedemolition of these buildings, thearea continued i n
active use as an important railroad facility as represented by
the coal storage silos. Pennsylvania coal was a major freight
item throughout thelast quarter of the 19t hcentury and t he
first part of the20th century. Early facilities had consisted
of bunkers approached by a siding track, occasionally ranped.
Two dealers, MMahon and Mason, had extensive businessi n
WIlliamstown and thesurrounding area. WIlliams College, with a
large central steam heating plant, was a major customer for coal
until 1970. The coal elevators, built between 1914 and 1931, saw
active use until after thesecond World War, when t heuse of coal
for domestic heating declined. Both elevator conplexes saw sone
use until the 1970s.

After World War | , Wlliamstown's industrial activity declined,
and consequently thepopulation dropped, reaching a | owof 3,700
in 1920. Although thetown's population has since recovered
(today's population stands at over 8,000), thetown's econonyi s
now based around W Illiams College, thesecond |argest employer i n

Berkshire County and t helargest |andholder i nWIliamstown. The
post World-War | | decline of rail service resulted i nsharp cuts
in passenger service. Service west of Wlliamstown was the first

to be discontinued, making WIlliamstown theend of theline from
Boston. Passenger service was retained on theline going east
until Decenmber 1, 1958, only a fewnmonths short of theone
hundredth anniversary of passenger service i n WIlliamstown.

(continued)
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The ol dest of thestructures i nthe district andthe only *ly e,
surviving evidence of the rail yard's major period of activity, S

is the Freight House (Map #4, Photo #4), believed t ohave been ts*.""
constructed i n1879. An addition t othe northwest was bhuilt a

few years later. The freight house closed i n1939. The | ast I e
freight agent was M. Charles K Potter. | n1943 the building ..-t i
becane a Wrthmore feed andgrain store managed by M. Ral ph * |-
Churchill. The store becanme an Agway outlet 1 n1968 and , 9
continued i nthis useuntil 1992 when the building was vacat ed.

The W Iliamstown Railroad Station (Map #1, Photo #1) was built i n
the midst of the most active period of therail yard, and
reflects theimportance with which the railroad conmpany viewed

the town. Early i nthe planning process, i twas announced that
the new station would be "simlar inmnmany features t othe one
recently erected i n Canbridge..." ["Depot t obe of Stone," North

Adams Transcript 2 February 1898], probably a reference to t he
great stone station erected by the Fitchburg i n Canmbridge,
Massachusetts, only one year earlier. Designed by the Boston
architect, W W Lummus, the Canbridge station was an i mposing 2-
story granite and sandstone Richardsonian Ronmanesque station with
a central clock tower and hipped roof. Although the final design
for the Wlliamstown station does not appear t ohave borrowed
significantly from the Canmbridge design, the W lliamstown station
brought style anda contemporary architectural designto
WIlliamstown that was appreciated. The North Adams Transcript

commented i n Decenber 1898: "The new depot i sso nearly completed
that i ti snowpossible for onetorealize what a handsone and
modern station the town will have."

Students from W Iliams College were probably anong it snost
frequent users, and for thousands of new students, thestation
was their first experience of WIlliamstown.

Al though passenger service was discontinuedi n Decenber 1958, t he
building retained i tsuseas a freight agency. Wth the closing
of thefreight house i n1939, t hefreight agency had been
relocated t ot hestation. Major shippers were Cornish Wre
Conpany, M. Hope Farm the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Conpany,
Wlliams College, andWrthmore Stores. The agent was required
to handle less-than-carload (LCL) shipments. I n1957, the agent
reported 46 carloads out and 525 carloads i n; LCL shipments were
considerably less: 70 out and 60 i nfor t hesane period. To
achieve estimated annual savings of close t 0$7,000, the railroad

(conti nued) A
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closed theagency i nJune 1959. Carloads only would be accepted,
under thejurisdiction of theagent at North Adans. The
following month, thestation building itself was sold t o Connors
Brothers Trucking Conpany, who remains theowners ofthe
building.

The McMahon Coal Elevators (Mp #2, Photo #2) were built bythe
G fford-Wod Conpany of Hudson, New York, and i ti spresumed that
the sane conpany erected t heMason elevators, as they areof
simlar constructionwith many identical parts. The easternmost
el evator and 150-ton silo was built i n1914 for thestorage of

coal by theWIlliams College heating plant. Prior tothis, coal

had been stored i nopen piles and |oaded i nhorse-drawn wagons by
hand- shoveling. The el evators represented a significant advance
in thehandling of this material. Three nore 150-ton silos were

added i nt he 1920s. These were joined at thetopby a wood
structure enclosing a horizontal conveyor. The abandonment of
these structures marked t he sudden change-over from coal to oi |
and gas for hone heating, and t heconversion i n197 O of t he

W Illiams College Heating plant tooi | fuel. e

Mason's Coal Elevator (Map #3, Photo #3) was built in 1931 to
replace a previous systeminvol ving open bunkers charged from ~
above by hopper cars, and discharged into trucks by an

el ectrically-driven belt-type conveyor on wheels. This system
was problematic as the coal was often frozen into large lunps in
W nter. In addition, the open storage of coal was a security
problem prone to pilferage. .

Architect / Builder: -

The archives of theBoston & Maine Railroad Historical Society
did notyield thename of an architect or designer forthe
Wlliamstown Station. |t may well have been t hework ofthe
Fitchburg Railroad engineering staff, as newspaper accounts
describe thefrequent visits L tﬁrnuga ineer F. Q Melcher and
engi neer Gushing. The North A St TR crlpt for August 6, 1898,
reported thename of thebuilding contractors as Porter and
Hannum of North Adans.

Bhes 1 Bk & A mMBR&SH GPTBERY dedmhtdB s WAE nRRCERdi bkkmBadh &0k B dr Heen
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machinery. In 1905 the conpany was nerged with the Wlliam T
Wod Conpany of Arlington, Massachusetts, established in 1834 to
manufacture ice-cutting tools. For several years the conpany .f
mai ntained two plants, in Hudson and in Arlington.

Archaeol ogical Significance : A *

Since patterns of prehistoric settlement in WIIliamstown are
poorly understood, any surviving sites could be significant.
Prehistoric sites inthis area can help document the role of
prehistoric settlement along the Hoosic River within the larger
Hudson River drainage which lies predom nantly in New York.
Prehistoric sites inthis area my also contain evidence of
interaction with Native people to the east in the Connecticut
River drainage whose tributaries drain neighboring towns east of
WIliamstown.

Historic archaeological remains at the Wlliamstown Rail Yard and
Station Historic District have the potential to dociiment the
earliest phase of railroad devel opment which played a key role in
the birth of local railroad facilities and the industrial

devel opment of the town. Structural remains of the 1859 station
and related features can help reconstruct the original layout of
the station and potential activities which occurred in the
station locale. Reconstruction of the earlier station can be of
particular importance since the WIlliamstown Station is the only
existing station of it'speriod innorthern Berkshire County.

(end)
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Appendix A W Illiamstown Railroad Station, Historic American

Building Survey #MA-1080.

Appendix B: Original WIlliamstown Railroad Station, built 1859,
burned 1897.
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10. GEOGRAPHI CAL DATA
VERBAL BAJUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON
The boundaries for theWIIliamstown Rail Yard and Station LN

Historic District aredepicted ontheattached W IlIliamstown
Assessor's Map 119 (1"=100"), andconsists of | ot 17 anda

portion of | ot 118-90, extending north from Cole Avenue for 300
yards. jAA- 'oe

BAUNDARY JUSTI FI CATI ON

The boundaries were chosen t oinclude al |l theremaining resources
of theWIlliamstown Rail Yard and Station. The edges aredefined

by theHoosic River onthewest andtherailroad right of way t o
the east.

(end) \
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Property owners:

*

*

Connors Brothers
370 Col e Avenue
WIlliamstown, M\ 01267

ms College
mstown, NMA 01267

M. Ral ph Mason
Nort hwest Hill Road
WIlliamstown, M\ 01267

Guilford Transportation Industries, I nc
Iron Horse Park

North Billerica, M\ 01862

Donal d Sibley

Director, Corporate Real Estate
Agway, Inc.

P.Q Box 4933

Syracuse, Ny 13221

indicates owner objection (seeattached

(Berkshire County)

letters)
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WILLIAMSTOWN RAIL YARD AND STATION HISTORIC DISTRICT
WILLIAMSTOWN (BERKSHIRE COUNTY)
MASSACHUSETTS

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Map # Historic Name  Date Satus Syle Resource

1 Williamstown 1898 C Richardsonian B
Railroad Sta Romanexque

2 McMahon Cod 1914 C Industrial ST
Elevators 1922

3 Masons Cod 1931 C Industrial ST
Elevator

4 Railroad 181 C Utilitarian B
Freight House

A Storege Shed ca 19% NC Utilitarian B
Connor's Bros. ca 1965 NC Utilitarian B
Warehouse

TOTAL RESOURCES. 4 Contributing 2 Noncontributing

2 Contributing Buildings 2 Noncontributing Buildings

2 Contributing Structures
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PhoneX{55"S3§XX3? 458-8141

CONNORS BROS. MOVING & STORAGE

370 Cole Avenue
WILLIAMSTOWN, MASSACHUSETTS 01267

IczOEIVhD
MR 14 M4

March 10, 1994 NMASS. H ST. GOWM

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Judith B. McDonough, Ex.Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street

Boston, Ma. 02116

RE Kailyard & Station |located
at 370 Col e Avenue
WIlliamstown, M. 01267

Dear Ms. McDonough,

As owner of t heabove property and at t headvice of ny
attorney, | do not wish t ohave ny property listed on t he
National Register. Please be advised that at this time | am
objecting tothis nomination.

Sincerely,

Ellen Bayliss

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
BERKSHIRE, ss

Subscribed and sworn before me tljis®lIth day of March, 199~.

tary Publi
otary Fublic MAUREEA N. McGUIRE

Notary Public

AGENT FOR northAmerlcan»vAN LINES Mgegtoerpnrgg.sgg %09"25

BF



402 Ambherst Street - Suite 300
Nashua, NH 03063-1287

603 595 1614

603 595 2414 FAX

/| Cpi
APR 08 1994
CERTI FIED MAl L

RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED MASS. HIST. COmi
P 865 069 132

April 4, 199

M. Allen Johnson

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, M\ 02116

Re:  WIlianmstown Railyard and Station
WIlianmstown, Massachusetts

Dear M. Johnson:

Pursuant to your recent letter and our subsequent
conversation, please be advised that the Boston and Mai ne
Corporation does not omm the railroad depot, coal elevators or
the four remaining freight houses which occupy the forner
railyard inthe vicinity of 361 Cole Avenue. While the Boston
and Mai ne Corporation isthe Iand owner, the freight houses are
owned by Agway, Inc. and the coal elevatorsare owed by Wl liams
Coll ege. Further, the depot together with |land underneath in the
vicinity of 370 Cole Avenue, i s owed by Ellen Bayliff.

The buil dings owned by Agway were fornmerly under a |ease
agreenent which Agway has subsequently termnated. As part of
this termnation, Agmaﬁ I srequired to renove the buil dings from
the site and restore the premses to itsoriginal condition.

It i sny understanding that your letter was written at the
request of the Wlliamstown Historical Conmm ssion who i S
currently inthe process of placingthis site on the historica
register. Please be advised that the Boston and Mine
Corporation does not desire this site be placed on the historica
register as i twould inpair the railroad's use of the prem ses.



M. Allen Johnson
Page Two
April 4, 1994

Shoul d you have any questions regarding this matter, please
contact ne.

Sincerely,

BGSTAON AND VA NE GORPCRATI ON

. N\ N\ NN\N
5 WA yA(C
Steven R Tow e
Assistant tothe Vice President

Subscrii hetly/eamd sworn t o befa/ee ne, i n ny presence,
this ..V.. day of O/]/)/ .{ , 1994, a Notary
Public i nand for t he y of Hiillsborough,
State of New Hampshire.

Noc*ry Public Q\ o]
My commij~dffin eycgix& 9jzJdyuCij St 19/~ n

SRT: i ny

c: National Register of Historic Places
(above Via Certified Mail P 865 069 131)
Ellen Bayliff
Donal d Si bl ey



April 22, 1994 RECEIVED 41

Carol Shull MY 2 11
National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
P.Q Box 37127 NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find the following nom nation form

WIlliamstown Rail Yard and Station Historic District,
W lliamstown (Berkshire County), Massachusetts, 01267.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board
and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
Owmners were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
30-75 days before the meeting andwere afforded theopportunity
to coment. O a total of 5 owners, the MHC hasreceived 2
letters of objection.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc: Andrus Burr, WIlliamstown Historical Comm ssion
Charles Bonenti, Chair., WIlliamstown Historical Conm ssion
Steven Ledoux, Town Manager
Joyce Jack, Librarian, WIlIliamstown Public Library
Peter Stott, Preservation Consultant

Massachusatts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Bogton, Massachusdtts 02116-4802 (617)727-8470 Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



