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The Fiske House built i n1798, occupies a promnent location i nthecenter of
Chel msford, on t hecorner of Billerica Road and Chel msford Street. The house
faces west toward Central Square. The 1 3/4 acres of house | ot is well [|and-
scaped. To t hesouth of t hehouse, thegrounds areterraced down. A delicate
low wooden fence built i n1839 separates t hehouse fromtheroad ont henorth and
west sides. The area surrounding thehouse i snmixed residential and comerci al
buildings of t he town center.

The Fiske House i sa square plan, brick ended, 2 h story ridge roof house with
gables t ot heside. There i sa continuous dentilated cornice and plain wde
cornerboards. There arefour end chimeys. Fenestration i s6/6 with projecting
cornices and sills, framed by shutters. The facade i sfive bays wide with a
center entry. The bays aredefined by graceful, tapering pilasterswith plain
bl ocks above t henolded capitals. The eight panel center entry door i s franed
by side lights and shutters and topped by a fanlight and nol ded round arch with
key, a highly unusual entrance treatment i nNew Engl and.

The side elevations arethree bays deep and arerelieved by a projecting brick
belt bisecting thefirst and second stories. There aretwow ndows onthe attic
story gable pediment which i sseparated fromt hesecond story by an overhanging
entablature. On thesouth elevation i sa center entry capped by a projecting
flat cornice. On thenorth elevation, a center entry i scrowed by a fanlight
with key and headed by a wi de dentilated cornice.

Extending from t hecenter of therear (east) elevation i sa one story ridge
roofed al lwith a slight extension at thesecond story level.

The roof i sslate. Original clapboarding on thefacade and gable pedi ments has
been covered with vinyl siding.

The interior retains old wallpaper, handsone dados, and hand-carved "ball and
tassle" molding i nthelivingroom There arenine fireplaces, one i neach room
plus one (which was originally used for cooking) i nthebasenent. Large beans
are exposed throughout thehouse. A beehive oven inthekitchen was renoved

by an earlier Fiske.

Qutbuildings consist of a barn with cupola, a one story well house with chi mey,
and two sheds. A portion of t hebarn has been converted t oa garage.

The property has recently been purchased by t heFirst Bank and Trust Co. of

Chel msford, which i slocated directly southwest of the Fiske House on Chel msf ord
Street. Changes that aret ooccur include theremval of the 1839 fence, a stone
wall totheeast of the house, and an existing stcne balance wall which supports
a southern slope terrace garden. The bank will be paving three entrance/exits

to their parking ot tothesoutheast of theFiske House. These drives are:
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one from Chel nsford Street between t hebank and t heFiske property, andtwo from
Billerica Road between t heFiske House and barn. The house and outbuildings are
to remain and may be converted for commercial use. The extensive |andscaping

and sensitive planning and design work will preserve theintegrity of t heFiske
House and property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fiske House i ssignificant as oneof thefirst Federal style houses in Northern
M ddl esex County, for its promnent position i nthecenter of chelmsford, and

for its137years of associationwith theFiske famly of chelmsford. The house

al so has aninteresting ownership history.

The Fiske House occupies thesite of anearlier house owned andoccupied by Mjor

John Mnot. | n1784 Major Mnot deeded t oW IliamBridge h acre of land and buil dings
| ocated south of t hepresent house. Thewell of the Bridge House nmay still be seen

on theterrace just south of the Fiske House.

In 1784 Sinmeon Spaul ding, Jr., merchant bought theMnot |and and i n1798 built

the newhouse. Because of its high cost, hewas forced t onortgage i ti n1807 and
sell i tinl8l12. He repiirchasedi ti n1818, however, and kept i t until 1830, when
he sold i ttohis brother. He i ssaid tohave |oved t hehouse and was anxi ous

to keep i ti nthefamly t obehanded down t oposterity. There were then frequent
changes i n ownership.

In 1835 Thormas Mbore bought t hehouse andranit as t helLafayette House. The

bar has been replaced i nthe bar-rocm (SWroon) by the present owners. | n 1839
M. &Ms. John Mnot Fiske visited chelmsford intending t obuy his great-grand-
father's ol d house. Ms. Fiske admired t heTavern where they were staying, t he
Lafayette House, and M. Fiske bought i tinstead. Therail fence i nfront of the
house was huilt it this time. Thehouse remained i ntheFiske famly from that
time until 1977.
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Secretary nf MNiale

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

SECRETARY OF STATE

January 26, 1979 v
Charl es Herrington Re:  Fi ske House
Chi ef Chel nsford, Massachusetts

mional Register Brandi _
O fice of Archeology andHistoric Preservation
Vdshi ngton, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:

Onh Decenfcer 30, 1978 t he Fiske House, viliich was listed i nthe National Register of

Historic Places on Decenfcer 9, 1977, was damaged by fire. Thefire, which started

in the attic, destroyed the slate roof onthe west elevation and danaged one third of the
east roof, primarily along the ridge. Al l the structural nenbers areintact though charred.
The second story w ndows onthe facade were | ost andof course there has been sone wat er

danage.

As the local building inspector has declared the building structurally sound and it retains
its mayjor features, we donot feel that it should be renoved fromthe Register. Al so,

the building isinalocal historic district, soany restoration plans will be roAaewned
by the Historic District Conm ssion.

V& wi |l keep youinforned as to the status.
Sincerely,
Christine Boul di ng

Survey Director . o
Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

A A/ts
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