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The Fiske House b u i l t i n 1798, occupies a prominent location i n the center of 
Chelmsford, on the corner of B i l l e r i c a Road and Chelmsford Street. The house 
faces west toward Central Square. The 1 3/4 acres of house l o t i s well land­
scaped. To the south of the house, the grounds are terraced down. A delicate 
low wooden fence b u i l t i n 1839 separates the house from the road on the north and 
west sides. The area surrounding the house i s mixed r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 
buildings of the town center. 

The Fiske House i s a square plan, b r i c k ended, 2 h story ridge roof house with 
gables to the side. There i s a continuous dentilated cornice and p l a i n wide 
cornerboards. There are four end chimneys. Fenestration i s 6/6 with projecting 
cornices and s i l l s , framed by shutters. The facade i s f i v e bays wide with a 
center entry. The bays are defined by graceful, tapering p i l a s t e r s with p l a i n 
blocks above the molded cap i t a l s . The eight panel center entry door i s franed 
by side l i g h t s and shutters and topped by a f a n l i g h t and molded round arch with 
key, a highly unusual entrance treatment i n New England. 

The side elevations are three bays deep and are relieved by a projecting brick 
b e l t bisecting the f i r s t and second s t o r i e s . There are two windows on the a t t i c 
story gable pediment which i s separated from the second story by an overhanging 
entablature. On the south elevation i s a center entry capped by a projecting 
f l a t cornice. On the north elevation, a center entry is crowned by a f a n l i g h t 
with key and headed by a wide dentilated cornice. 

Extending from the center of the rear (east) elevation i s a one story ridge 
roofed a l l with a s l i g h t extension at the second story l e v e l . 

The roof i s s l a t e . Original clapboarding on the facade and gable pediments has 
been covered with v i n y l siding. 

The i n t e r i o r retains old wallpaper, handsome dados, and hand-carved " b a l l and 
tassle" molding i n the livingroom. There are nine fireplaces, one i n each room 
plus one (which was o r i g i n a l l y used for cooking) i n the basement. Large beams 
are exposed throughout the house. A beehive oven i n the kitchen was removed 
by an e a r l i e r Fiske. 

Outbuildings consist of a barn with cupola, a one story w e l l house with chimney, 
and two sheds. A portion of the barn has been converted to a garage. 

The property has recently been purchased by the F i r s t Bank and Trust Co. of 
Chelmsford, which i s located d i r e c t l y southwest of the Fiske House on Chelmsford 
Street. Changes that are to occur include the removal of the 1839 fence, a stone 
wall to the east of the house, and an existing stcne balance w a l l which supports 
a southern slope terrace garden. The bank w i l l be paving three entrance/exits 
to t h e i r parking l o t t o the southeast of the Fiske House. These drives are: 
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Fiske House T'''- I 

one from Chelmsford Street between the bank and the Fiske property, and two from 
B i l l e r i c a Road between the Fiske House and barn. The house and outbuildings are 
to remain and may be converted f o r commercial use. The extensive landscaping 
and sensitive planning and design work w i l l preserve the i n t e g r i t y of the Fiske 
House and property. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fiske House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the f i r s t Federal styl e houses i n Northern 
Middlesex County, fo r i t s prominent position i n the center of chelmsford, and 
for i t s 137 years of association with the Fiske family of chelmsford. The house 
also has an inte r e s t i n g ownership h i s t o r y . 

The Fiske House occupies the s i t e of an e a r l i e r house owned and occupied by Major 
John Minot. In 1784 Major Minot deeded to William Bridge h acre of land and buildings 
located south of the present house. The we l l of the Bridge House may s t i l l be seen 
on the terrace j u s t south of the Fiske House. 

In 1784 Simeon Spaulding, Jr., merchant bought the Minot land and i n 1798 b u i l t 
the new house. Because of i t s high cost, he was forced to mortgage i t i n 1807 and 
s e l l i t i n 1812. He repiirchased i t i n 1818, however, and kept i t u n t i l 1830, when 
he sold i t t o his brother. He i s said to have loved the house and was anxious 
to keep i t i n the family to be handed down to p o s t e r i t y . There were then frequent 
changes i n ownership. 

In 1835 Thomas Moore bought the house and ran i t as the Lafayette House. The 
bar has been replaced i n the bar-rocm (S.W. room) by the present owners. In 1839 
Mr. & Mrs. John Minot Fiske v i s i t e d chelmsford intending to buy his great-grand­
father's old house. Mrs. Fiske admired the Tavern where they were staying, the 
Lafayette House, and Mr. Fiske bought i t instead. The r a i l fence i n f r o n t of the 
house was b u i l t i t t h i s time. The house remained i n the Fiske family from that 
time u n t i l 1977. 



IMAJOR BisLioGRAPfflCAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Waters, History of Chelmsford, 1917. 
Chelmsford v i t a l Records to 1850, Essex I n s t i t u t e , 1914. 
1831 Map and 1875 Beers Atlas. 
William Northrop & Frances Andrews; Notes, 
conversations with Nancy M. Fiske. 

IGEOGRAPfflCAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY^PP^°^ • ^ " ^ / ^ a c r e S 

UTM REFERENCES 

A [ l _ ^ |3|0.7|0.5.0| |4.7i l ,8|4.8.0t B L J I I • I • • I I • I . I • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cl . I I I • I • . I I , I . I , • I DLLJ I I . I , . I I . I . I . . I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

' i i ; V. .. . • 1 .:L I : . ,;• 1 ; . ..< j : .. . . 1 / 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Blaine Mallory and Joseph Orfant, National Register Editor  

(Edward S. Redstone, President, F i r s t Bank and Trust Co., Chelmsford) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission May 4, 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 Washington Street ^ 617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston . c Massachusetts, 02108 

HSTATE fflSTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE L O C A t ^ ^ _ 

As the designated State H.istoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) , I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park-Sewice. 

STATE HISTORICPRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Execut ive D i r e c t o r , Mass. H i s t o r i c a l commission DATE ^ 

FDR NPS USE ONLY ' ~" ' ' . 

i HEREBY CERTIFY THATTHIS PROPERJYMS INCLUDED IN T.Hf NATIONAL REGISTER 

7- in ATTEST: /VL.^L^^^t^ OLA/^rTl ^ / DATE IX 

GPO 892- 453 



Property 

TECHNICAL^ CONTROL 
Photos ^ 

Maps Cy/C ^J^J9 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

M/)aMl^aL^^t^  
11'-^' 7 9 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

13. • 7 O") 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back Entered D£C 9 1977 

Federal Register Entry A 7̂- > r* Re-submit INT:2,06-74 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 
— ^ nimmmttmi-





























ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE WMKA/imUSETl'S 

Date Entered D£C9 1977 

Name L o c a t i o n 

fimkm H M M caialMiford Caatcr 

Also Notified 

Bon. Edward W. Brooke 
Boa. Idmxd M. TMmnmtj 

faul TsMiiu 

Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 

880 Mott/js 12/16/77 

Stata Hiatorle Praaarvation Offlcar 
Elixabath R. 
itlTa Diraetor, 

Biatorleal CooKiaalcm 
294 fla^hiagtea Straat 

Maaaaehuaatta 0210t 



Secretary nf ^iale 

M I C H A E L J O S E P H C O N N O L L Y 

S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E 

January 26, 1979 

Charles Herrington 
Chief 
mtional Register Brandi 
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

V 

Re: Fiske House 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

On Decenfcer 30, 1978 the Fiske House, vfliich was listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places on Decenfcer 9, 1977, was damaged by fir e . The f i r e , which started 
in the attic, destroyed the slate roof on the west elevation and damaged one third of the 
east roof, primarily along the ridge. All the structural menbers are intact though charred. 
The second story windows on the facade were lost and of course there has been some water 
damage. 

As the local building inspector has declared the building structurally sound and i t retains 
its major features, we do not feel that i t should be removed from the Register. Also, 
the building is in a local historic district, so any restoration plans w i l l be roAaewed 
by the Historic District Commission. 

We w i l l keep you informed as to the status. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Boulding 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CB/CJ/ts 
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